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The  antient  Conftitution  of  PARLIAMENTS  in 
England  conpder'd. 

|H  E    FREEDOM    axd  INDEPENDENCY 

of  Parliament  having  been  thoroughly 
canvafs'd,  ard  I  think  proved  beyond  all 
reafonsble  Difpute ;  I  fhall  now  rc:u;n 
to  a  Subject,  very  nearly  related  to  i:, 
which  was  partly  examined  about  a 
but  left  unfinilh'd,  on  Account  of  the  e '/- 
s,  and  iince  poflponed  to  Several  other  oc- 
caiional  Enquiries;  I  mean  the  ANTIQUITY  ^Par- 
liaments, which  was  absolutely  deny'd  by  a  Set  of  /;•->/- 
titute Writers,  \vho  cnckavourM  to  perfuade  us  that 
Liberty  and  Property  are  not  our  antient  Inheritance, 
VOL.  XIV.  A  but 

*  Set  the  Craftfman  of  April  tie  6//>,  1734. 
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but  of  very  modern  Date  ;  that  the  People  of  England, 
by  our  antient  Conftitution,  were  SLAVES  BY  LAW 
ESTABLISH'D;  and  that  the  PARLIAMENT,  cfthofe 
Days,  were  neither  chofen^y  the  PEOPLE,  nor  compofed 
of  the  PEOPLE. 

I   am  afliamed  to   name  the  Wretch,  from  whom  I 
have  quoted  this  infamous  Portion  ;    but  as  it  contains 
the  Senfe   of  all  the  miniflerial  Writers  upon  the  fame 
Subject,  from  the  right  reverend  Doflor  O/~DEPENDEN- 
CY  down   to  the   low  eft  Drudge  in  the  COURANT,  it 
may  be  of  Ufe  to  give  it  feme  farther  Explanation ;  fince 
I  cannot  intirely  agree  with  a  *   late  ingenious  Writer, 
that  this  Controverfy  is  of  very  little  Confequence  to 
the  prefent  Interefts  of  the  State,  and  is  rather  Matter 
of  Speculation  than  of  Ufe ;  "  for  though  "  if  Liberty 
(as  He  obferves  very  we!/)  were  but  a  Year  old,   the 
Englijh  would  have  juft  as  good  a  Right  to  claim  and 
to  preferve  it,  as  if  it   had  been  handed   down  to 
Them  from  many  Ages ;  "  yet  fuch  is  the  natural 
Temper  of  Mankind,  that  They  are  generally  more  te- 
nacious of  their   antient  Birthright  than  of  any  modern 
Acquifitions  ;  and  as  long  PoJJeJJion  gives  a  Title  in  Law, 
or  at  lealt  enforces  it,  even  in  Cafes  of  private  Property, 
ib  the  tublick  Rights  of  Mankind  acquire  Strength  by 
long  Prefcription  ;  and  if  to  This  We 'add  particular 
Compacls  with  our  Governors,  they  become  our/fgw/as 
well  as  our  natural  Rights. 

I  need  not  make  any  Apology  for  this  little  Piece  of 
Criticifm  on  (ofue  a  Performance,  which  is  intended 
only  as  an  Excufe  for  the  following  Enquiry.  How- 
ever, I  will  make  it  as  fhort  as  poffible,  by  confining 
Myfelf  to  Authorities,  without  any  other  Remarks  of  my 
own  than  juft  to  illuftrate  and  apply  them. 

The  Nature  of  our  antieni,  Saxon  Conftitution  hath 
been  fo  fully  expain'd  in  the  late  excellent  Differtation 

*  The  Author  of  Letters  Jrcm  a  Perlian  in  England, 
&f.  f>.  1 80. 
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upon  Parties,  that  it  would  be  impertinent  to  enlarge 
upon  it  here;  but  it  having  been  confidently  alledged, 
particularly  by  a  late  florid  Hijloriographer,  that  this 
Corftitution,  whatever  it  might  be,  was  intirely  fwal- 
low'd  up  at  \htCwqurft,  and,  "  f  that  the  Birth  of 
"  REAL  LIBERTY,  in  this  Kingdom,  is  of  no  older  a 
"  Date  than  from  the  Abdication  of  King  James  the 
"  zd ;  or,  at  fartheft,  from  the  Reftoration ;  "  I 
will  come  direftly  to  that  Point. 

In  the  firft  Place,  it  will  be  necefiary  to  mow  how 
Things  were  actually  fettled  by  William  the  ift,  com- 
monly call'd  the  Conqueror  ;  and  This  I  fhall  do  from  a 
Book.intitlcd  ARGUMENTUM  ANTI--NORMANNICUM; 
or  an  Argument  proving,  from  anticnt  Hi/lories  and  Re- 
cords, that  William,  Duke  0/"Normandy,  made  no  abfolute 
Cotiquefl  -T/Engla'nd  ^v  the  Sword,  in  the  Scnfe  cf  our  mo- 
dern Writers.  This  Book  is  divided  into  four  Part5,  be- 
ing an  Anfwer  to  the  following  Queftions,  viz. 

1.  Whether  William  the  lil  made  an  abfolute  Ccnqueft 
cf  this  Nation,  at  his  firft  Entrance  ? 

2.  Whether  He  canceled,  and  abolij^d  all  the  Confef- 
for's  Laws  ? 

3 .  Whether  He  divided  all  our  Eftates  and  Fortunes 
between  Himfelf  and  his  Nobles  ? 

4.  Whether  it  be  not  a  grand  Error  to  affirm  that  there 
were  no  Englifhmen  in  the   COMMON-COUNCIL   OF 
THE  WHOLE  KINGDOM. 

I  think  \htjlatbtr  hath  given  a  very  fatisfaclory  An- 
fwer to  every  one  of  tbefe  Queftions,  for  the  Honour  of 
the  Englijh  Nation  ;  but  as  the  laft  only  is  immediately  - 
to  our  prefent  Purpofe,   1   mall   content  Myfelf  with. 

fome  Extrafts  from  that  Part  ofbisBouk. He  begins 

it  thus. 

"  *f  Our  Government,  (fays  the  learned  andjudiciou 
A  2  Mr3 

f  Antient  and  modern  Liberty  ft ated  and  compared  i 
f.  5.40. 

*\  Argum.  Anti-Norman.. /.  95. 
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"  Mr.  Hunt}  by  a  King  and  Eftates  of  Parliament,  is  at 
ft  antlent  as  any  Thing  can  be  remember V  of  the  N«t^r-n  '•> 
"  ike  Attempt  of  altering  it,  in  all  Ages,  accounted  Trea.- 
"  fon,  and  the  Pumjkment  thereof  njervcd  to  tbe  Par- 
'•'  liament,  ty  25  Ed.  3d  ;  the  Ccnfervancy  of  the  Go- 
"  verrment  being  not  fafely  to  be  lodged  any  where,  but 
(be  Government  itielf;  Ofentaof&Oi  Kind 
"  not  pardonable  by  tbe  King,  becaufe  it  is  not  in  hh 
"  Power  to  change  it.  This  is  our  Government ;  and 
"  thus  it  is  eftablifh'd ;  and,  /crAges  and  immemorial 
"  Time,  hath  thus  continued.  A  long  Succeffion  of 
"  Kings  have  recognized  it  to  befucb. 

"  This  too,  perhaps,  will  be  granted,  Sir,  in  ib:ne 
"  Senfe  ;  that,  for  a  bng Series  and  Trafl  of  Time,  the 
•'  Government  ha'h  been  fo  ;  but  the  main  Pinch  and 
Strefs  of  your  Shtejlion,  as  I  apprehend  ir,  is  This; 
whether  after  William  the  CfxqucroriaA  fettled  Him - 
feif,  as  well  as  He  could,  on  the  Er.glijh  Throne,  He 
did  adrni:  any  of  the  Englijh  to  fit  in  the  great  Coun- 
cil cf  the  Nation,  and  toadvife  and  confult  de  arduis 
"  et  urgsntibus  Negotiis  Regni  ?  And  I  hope  I  iliall 
"  make  This  plain  and  evident  to  You,  that  the  grand 
"  Court  of  Parliament  was  in  Subftance  the  fame,  that 
"  it  was  before  the  coming  in  of  this  Conqueror  ;  and 
"  that  there  were  Enghjbrr.cn  Members  of  it,  in  the 
"  Time  of  the  Conqueror. 

"  'Tis  not  to  be  deny'd  but  that  ihe^fame  Courts, 
"  which  were  in  the  Saxon  Time,  for  Adniinftration  of 
""  Juftice,  continued  afcer  VViHiam  the  iy?  was  made 
"  A7,v|-  ;  and  the  Footfteps  of  them  remain  to  this  Day. 
I  (hall  mention  a  few,  and  fo  come  to  the  main 
"  Point  in  Argument. 

He  then  inftances  the  County  Courts,  the  Hundred 
Court;,  and  Courts  Baron,  which  are  all  of  Saxon  Ori- 
ginal, and  were  continued  after  the  Conquefl.  He  eives 
us  two  very  remarkable  Cafes,  which  were  try\fin  a 
County  Court,  during  the  Conqueror's  own  Reign;  in  one 

of 
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of  which  his  Half-Brother,  Odo  Ear  I  of  Kent,  was  caft » 
and  then  proceeds  thus. 

"  But  not  to  forget  your  Queftion,  Sir,  I  fhall  now 
"  fhew  You  what  thefovereign  Court  of  Parliament  was, 
<l  and  whom  it  confifted  of,  in  the  Saxon  Times  ;  and 
"  for  This  I  think  it  will  be  needlefs  to  give  You  any 
*'  more  than  one  Inftance ;  which  as,  by  the  Way,  it 
'"  doth  impregnably  afTert  that  the  Commons  of  England 
"  were  an  eflential  and  conftituent  Part  of  the  Saxon 
"  general  Councils ;  fo  doth  it,  I  think,  fully  and  clearly 
*'  refute  and  baffle  that  novel,  erroneous  Notion,  viz. 
"  that  there  are  no  Commons  to  be  found  in  the  Saxon 
'*'  great  Councils,  nor  any  Thing,  that  tends  towards  a 
*'  Proof  that  the  Commons,  of  thofe  Times,  had  any 
"  Share  in  making  Laws  in  tbofe  Councils.  The  me ' 
"  morable  Inftance  is  the  mighty  Law  of  TYTHES, 
"  which  was  made  and  ordain'd  -f  a  REGE,  BARONI- 
"  BUS,  iffPoPULo;  by  the  K  IN  c,  bis  BARONS,  and 
"  bis  PEOPLE. 

"  Now  William  the  ift,  in  that  little  Time  of  Reft 
"  He  had  from  foreign  Wars  with  the  French  King,  and 
*c  his  neighbouring  Princes  to  Normandy,  did  apply 
"  both  it  and  Himfelf  in  the  fettling  of  Laws  here, 
"  which  was  done,  not  ex  Pknitudine  Regies  Poteftatis  ; 
**  no,  nor  by  the  Norman  Barons  co-operating  with  that 
Power  -,  but  by  the  joint  Advice  and  unanimous 
Confent  of  ^z  grand  Council  of  the  LORDS  and  WISE 
MEN  of  the  Kingdom  of  England',  to  prove  which, 
I  fhall  produce  the  Teftimony  of  antient  Writers^ 
whom  no  Man  of  biftorical  Under/landing  can  mo- 
«'  dellly  impeach  of  Partiality,  Faftion,  or  Intereft,  ia 
"  the  Cafe  in  Queftion, 

I.  "  The  firjt  fhall  be  taken  out  of  the  *  Chronicle 
«'  of  Litcbfield,  which  tells  us  that  this  William,  in  the 

f  Lombard  de  prifcis  Angl.  Legib,  C.  S,fo/.  139.— 
JSpelm.  Condi.  Tom.  i.-fol.  621. 
*  Lambardfot.  158. 
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fourth  Year  of  his  Reign  at  London,  Confilio  Baro- 
ntttn  fuorum,  (by  the  Advice  of  bis  Barons)  caulcd  a 
general  Meeting",  or  AfTembly,  to  be  fumrnon'd  ;  per 
univerfos  Anglic  Comitatus,  omnes  Nobiles,  Sapientes, 
&  fua  Lege  erudites,  tit  Eorum  Leges,  £2?  Confuetu- 
dines  dudirct  ;  i  e.  of  all  the  Nobility,  wife  Men, 
ar.dfuch  as  were  skill'd  in  the  Laws,  through  all  the 
Counties  of  England,  to  hear  what  their  Laws  and 
Cuftoms  wen.  And,  after  This  was  done,  at  the 
Requeft  of  the  EngUJb  Commonalty,  He  did  confent 
that  They  mould  be  confirm'd  ;  and  fo  they  were 
ratify 'd  and  kept  throughout  all  his  Kingdom.  The 
Words  are,  ad  Preces  Communitatis  Anglorum,  ex 
ilk  Die  magna  Authoritate  venerate,  &  per  univer- 
fum  Regnum  corroborate  &  confer?  at<e  funt  Leges 
fanffi  Regis  Edwardi,  pree  cceteris  Regni  Legibus. 
"  From  this  Teftimony,  J  thiuk,  it  will  plainly  ap- 
;  pear ; 

1.  "  That  the  Bar  ones  fui  here  of  William  cannot 
;  absolutely  exclude  the  English,  and  only  fignify  his 
!  Norman  Barons,  upon  thole  Authorities  and  Reaions  I 
'  have  already  offer'd  to  prove  that  there  were  equally 
'  Barones  Francigeni,  iff  .Angli  noftri,  in  his, Time  ;  as 
'  You  may  fee  in  my  Argument,  under  the  third  £>uef- 
'  tion. 

2.  "  That  the  King  having,  by  the  Counfel  of  tbefe 
'  his  Barons,  fummon'd  all  the  Nsffiftty,  wife  Men,  and 
'  Thofe    that  were   ikitfd  in  the  Laws  of  the  Land, 
'  throughout  all  the  Counties  of  England,  He  then  and 
'  there  ratify 'd  and  confirm'd  the  Laws  of  St.  Edward. 

3.  "  And  to  prove  that  this  general  Jffemlly  of  the 
'  Nobility,  wife  Men,  and  able  Lawyers,  was  a  PA  RL  i  A- 
«  MENT,  I  fhall_  now  give  You  the  Judgment  of  Mr. 
'  f  Selden,  in  his  own  Words,  which  aie  thefe  ;   viz, 
1  that 

•j-  Titles  of  Honour,  p.  580. 

"  William 
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"  William  the  ift,  in  the  fourth  Year  of  bis  Reign,  or 
"  io~o  (which  was  the  Tear,  wherein  He  firft  brought 
"  the  Bifhops  and  Abbots  under  the  Tenure  of  Barony) 
"  Confilio  Baronum  fuorum,  (faith  £  Hovenden,  out  of 
"  aCol/eftion  of  Laws  written  by  Glanvil)  fecit  fummo- 
"  neri,  peruniverfos  Confulatus  Angline,  Anglos  nobilef, 
tl  &cfapientes,  &  fua  Lcge  erudites,  ut  Eorum  Jura,  & 
"  Confuetudinesab  ipfis  audiret..  And  twelve  were  re- 
*'  turn1  d  out  of  every  County,  who  Jhew'd  what  the  Cuf- 
<{  tonis  of  the  Kingdom  were  ;  which  being  written  by 
"  the  Hands  of  Aid  red  Archbijhop  of  York,  and  Hugo 
"  Bijhop  of  London,  were,  with  the  AJJent  of  the  fame 
"  Barons,  for  the  moft  Part,  confirmed  in  that  AfTembly, 
"  which  was  a  Parliament  of  that  Time. 

"  And  a  little  lower,  He  faith  ;  This  might  be  the 
'«  fame  Parliament,  wherein  the  Controverfy  between 
•*  Thomas  ArMijhop  of  York  (He  was  confecrated  after 
"  the  Death  o/~Aldred,  the  fame  Tear  ;  and  to  the  fame 
"  Tear  this  Controverfy  is  attributed)  and  Ulftan  Bijhop 
"  of  Worcefler,  touching  certain  PoJ/cffions,  was  deter- 
"  mined. — So  that  from  hence  it  is  eafy  to  obferve,  that 

1 .  "  There  were  Englijhmen  in  this  Council,  by  the 
«'  Words  Anglos  nobiles,  &c.     And 

2.  "  Befides  the  Confirmation  of  the  Laws  of  St.  Ed- 
"  ward  here  mention'd,  it  may  reasonably  be  fuppo- 
*'  fed   that  the  Law,  for  bringing  the  Bifhops  and  Ab- 
*'  bots  under  the  Tenure  of  Barony,  was  firit  made  in 
"  this  Parliament.     And  that 

3 .  "  Likevvife  the  great  Cafe  between  the  Arch- 
"  biihop  of  Tork,  and   this  fame  Bi (hop  of  Worcejier> 
"  was  here  judicially  determined.     And 

4.  "   If  there  were  no  Englijhmen  in  this  great 
"  Council,  how  then  came  it  to  pafs  that  the  Bifhops 
"  of  Tork  and  London  were  there,  who  certainly  were 
"  Bifhops  in  the  Saxon  Times?  And  it  may  alib  feem 
"  not  improbable,  that   there  was   then    an   univerfal 

"  Confent 

J  In  lien,  z  p.   343.  eland. 
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«'  Confent  amongft  Them,  that  thefe  two  Bijbops  mould 
*'  be  intrufted  to  write  down  for  Them  the  Englijb 
«  Laws. 

5.  "  And  there  is  one  great  Thing  more  to  clofe 
"  withal  ;  which  is,  that  at  this  Parliament,  when  the 
"  Saxon  Laws  were  confirmed,  there  was  a  particular 
"  Law  paft,  in  Favour  of  the  Normans ;  *  qui  ante 
tf  Adventum  Gulielmi  Cives  fuerant  Anglic  ant  t  that 
"  They  fhould  be  Participes  Confaetudinum  Anglo- 
"  rum,  quod  ipji  dicunt  Anhlote  ($  Anfcote,  &f  per- 
"  folvant  fecundum  Legem  Anglorum. 

"  The  Meaning  of  the  Words  Anblote  and  Anfcote, 
«'  as  Sir  Henry  Spelman  informs  us,  is  vulgo  Scot  and 
"  Lot ;  That  is,  that  every  fuch  Frenchman  mould  not 
«'  be  charged  with  double  Taxes  and  Duties,  as  a  Fo- 
"  reigner ;  but  that  He  mould  pay  his  eafy  Share  and 
"  Proportion,  as  any  natural  Engli/hman. — But  then 

If.  "  It  was  mfuch  a  grand  AJ/embly  of  wife  Men 
•'  of  the  Kingdom,  where  Lanfranc  was  elefted  to  the 
•*  See  of  Canterbury,  for  it  was  by  the  Aflent  of  the 
«'  Lords  and  Prelates,  and  of  the  whole  People ;  Thai 
"  is  to  fay,  by  the  Parliament  of  England.  This  like- 
"  wife  was  about  the  \lh  Year  of  the  Conqueror  ;  and 
"  an  J  antient  Hiftorian  writes  thus  of  his  Election. 
*'  Eligentibus  Eum  Senioribus  ejufdem  Eccleji<f,  cum 
«'  Epifcopis  ac  Principibus,  CLER.O  &T  POPULO  Angh<em 
"  ;»  Curia  Regis  in  AJ/umptione  Sanftse  Marite. 

"  But  another  contemporary  Writer  gives  it  You  ia 
«  thefe  Words. 

"  ||  /J^Ar  Mittens  propter  ilium  in  Normanniam,  fe*. 
"  cit  Eum  venire  in  Angliam,  Eiyue,  Confenfet  &  Aux~ 
"  Hit 

*  Charta  Regis  Willielm.  apud  Lambard,  Cap.  54. 
fol.  170. 

f  Glofs.  Verlor.  Anhlote,  fol  3 1 . 

J  Gervas  Dorobernens.  Aft.  Pont.  Cant.fel.  1653. 
/.  c. 

||  Relat.  Willielm.  frim.  ad  Tinem  Trail,  de  Gavel- 
.kivdt  a  Sila  Taylor,/.  19^. 
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ilio  omnium  Baronum  fuorum,  omniumque  Epifcopo- 
rum  &  Abbatum,  totiufque  Populi  Anglize,  comtni- 
fit  Dorobe  men  fern  Ecclefiam. 

III.  "  There  was  *  another  general  Council,  or 
<  Parliament,  held  at  Weftminfler,  in  the  i4th  Year 

of  this  King;  where,  by  his  Charter,  He  confirm'd 
'  the  Liberties  of  that  Church,  after  He  had  fubfcri- 
'  bed  his  own  Name  with  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs,  ad- 
'  ding  many  of  the  great  Clergy  and  temporal  Nobi- 
1  lity  ;  and  inllead  of  cum  multis  aliis,  fays ;  multis 
'  pra'terea  ilfaftriffimis  virorum  perjonis,  et  Regni  Prin- 
(  cipibus  diverfi  Ordinis  omijjis,  qui  Jtmilitir  buic  Con- 
'  fir/nntioni  piijfimo  Ajfeciu  Teftcs  et  Fiiutores  fuertint. 
'  Hii  autem,  illoTempcre,  a  Rcgia  Poteftat£\  diver- 
'  fis  Provinciis,  et  Urbibus,  ad  %  univerfalem  Syno- 
'  dum,  pro  Caufis  cujuflibet  Cbriftiante  Ecclefite  au- 
'  diend'a  et  traQandis,  ad  pr<efcriptam  *-f-  ceteberri- 
'  mam  Synodum,  quod  Weitmonallerium  dicitur,  fo/i- 
'  z'zcati,  &c.  —  In  the  Margin  of  the  Book,  there  is 
'  writ  this  Remark.  Nota,  hie  bos  cmnes  convocari  a 
'  Rege,  fua  Authoritate,  ad  Caujas  Religionis  tratlan- 
'  das,  tarn  Nobiles  de  Clero,  quam  Principcs  Rcgni, 
'  cum  aliis  inferioris  Gradus,  Gonvocdtio  quorum  vi- 
'  dctur  effe  Parliamentum. 

IV.  "  I  think,   by  the  general  Direclion  of  the  Writs 
"  of  this  King,  as  alfo  by^That  of  his  Charters,  (  foma 
«'  of  which  I  have  given  You,    in  my  Argument  to 
*'  your  third  Queftion,  and    therefore  (hall  refer  You 
"  back  to  them  )  it  is  plainly  demonftrable,  that  Wil- 
"  Ham  had  as  well  Englijb  Barons,  as  French  Barons ; 

"  and 

*  Ex  Cartulario  C<tnob.  Weftmonaft.  in  Bibliotb. 
Cotton,  fub  Effigie  Fauftinx,  A,  3.  —  Dugdal.  Orig. 
Juridic.  fol.  16. 

•f-  -Provincia,  i.  e.  Comitatus.  Seld.  Tit.  Hon.  fol. 
273.  Spelm.  Glofs.  Tit.  Provincia,  f.  471.' 

£  Parliamentum  Synodus  magna  nuncupatur.  Sotti* 
neri  Glofs. 

*t  L.  L.  Gulielm.  C.  55. 
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fe  and  that  his  Bar  on  i  were  always  a  Part  of  his  great 
tc  Council,  will  hardly,  I  fuppofe,  be  deny'd  by  any; 
"  and  that  one  Law  of  his,  which  may  be  call  d  the 
"  firft  Magna  Chart  a,  in  the  Norman  Times,  by  which 
"  the  King  referved  tc  Himfelf,  from  the  Freemen  of 
"  this  Kingdom,  nothing  but  their  free  Service*  due  to 
"  Him,  according  to  Law,  in  the  Conclufion  faith, 
*'  that  They,  to  wit  the  Englifh,  /hall  bold  and  enjoy 
"  their  Eflates  well,  and  in  Peace,  free  from  all  UN- 
"  JUST  EXACTIONS  and  TALLAGE  ;  and  This  ra- 
*'  tify'd  and  confirm'd  by  the  Commc/n-Ccuncil  of  the 
"  whole  Kingdom,  which  cannot  be  reftra'm'd  to  the 
"  Norman  Barons  only.  So  that  herein  is  aflerted  the 
"  Liberty  of  the  Englifo  Freemen,  and  of  the  Repre- 
"  fentative  Body  of  the  Kingdom. 

"  Thefe,  I  think,  are  uncontrovertible  Proofs  "and 
*:  Evidences; 

1 .  "  That  there  were  general  Councils,  or  Parlia- 
"  mcnts,   in  this  firft  William^  Time. 

2.  "  That  in  thefe   Parliaments,  the  Englifo  Barons, 
*(  as   well  as  the  French   Barons,  were  prefent. 

3.  "  And  Jaftly,  that  there  likewiie  was,  as  anr/^ 
*'  Jential  Part  thereof, 

1 .  "  The  Communitas  Anglorum,  the  Community  of 
"  Englijhmen. 

2.  %  "  Befides  the  Bi/hops  and  Nobility,  there  were 
"  the  Clerus  et  Popitltis,  the  inferior  Clergy,  and  People 
"  of  England.     And, 

3.  "  Not  only  the  great  Clergy,  and  temporal  No- 
"  tifity,  but  the  Prindpes  diverji  Ordinis,  a  Regia  Po- 
*'  teflate  diverji s  Provinciis  et  Urbibus  ad  univerfaletn 
"  Synodum  ecnvocati,  &c.  viz.  the  Chief  and  principal 
"  Men,   of  fever -al  Ranks  and  Degrees  in   Condition, 
"  were  iummon'd,  by  Virtue  of  the  King's  Writ,  out 
"  of  their  fcver'al  refpeffive  Counties,  Cities  and  So- 
"  roughs,  to   this  GENERAL    SYNOD,  or  PARLIA- 

"   ME  NT. 

J  flatter 
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I  flatter  Myfelf  that  this  Quotation,  large  as  it  is, 
will  not  be  diiagreeable  to  my  Readers,  both  as  it  13 
full  of  antient  Authorities,  and  the  Book,  from  whence 
it  is  taken,  is  not  very  common. 

The  Truth  of  this  Account  is  confirm'd  by  the  Au- 
thority of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hales,   in  his  Hi/lory  of 
the  common  Law,  where  He  fays  that  William  the  \fl 
made  the  Laws  of  Edward  the  ConfeJ/or  the  Rules  of 
his  Government,  and  added  very  few  new  ones  to  them. 
It  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  by  the  Enemies  of  our  an- 
tient  Conftitution,  that  all  This  does  not  prove  the  Par- 
liaments, of  thofe  Times,  to  have  been  fo  regular,  or  the 
People  fo  happy,  as  They  are  at  prefent.    I  grant  it  i. 
nor  do   I  bring   tbefe   Authorities  to  prove  any   fuch 
Thing  ;  but  only    to  fliew  that  our   old  Saxon  Confti- 
tution was  not  intirely  fubverted  by  the  Conqueft,  as 
fome  modern  Writers  have  alledged;  and  that  what- 
ever Shocks  it  might  receive  at  that  violent  Period, 
the  Foundations  being  preferved,  it  recover' d  itfelf  by 
Degrees,  and  refumed  its  original  Form,  with  fuch  Al- 
terations only,  fome  for  the  better  and  fome  for   the 
worle,  as  Length  of  Time  and  various  Revolutions  na- 
turally produce  in  all  Governments. — But  This  muft 
be.the  Subject  of  another  Paper.  D, 
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antient  Conftitution  of  Parliaments  in  England 

farther  conjider'd. 

Concluded  my  laft  Paper  with  admitting 
that  Parliaments  were  not  antiently  fo 
regular ,  as  they  are  at  prelent;  but 
That  does  not  much  affecl  the  main 
Point  in  Hand,  which  is  to  fhcw  that 
the  People  of  England  had  always  a 
Right,  by  our  Conftitution,  to  a  Share  in  the  Legifla- 
tnret  both  in  the  Saxon  Times,  and  fmce  the  Con- 
queji  }  having  never  diverted  Themfelves  of  it  by  any 
voluntary  Aft,  nor  been  totally  excluded  from  it  by 
the  moft  violent  and  arbitrary  of  their  Kings. 

I  think  it  hath  been  fufficiently  proved  that  even 
William  the  Conqueror,  as  He  is  commonly  call'd,  did 
rot  abolilh  the  ElTence,  nor  even  the  antient  Form  of 
Parliaments  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and  whatever  Outrages 
feme  of  his  SuceeJJors  might  commit  againft  the  Spirit 
of  our  Conftitution,  none  ef  Them  were  ever  able  to 
deftroy  it  intirely,  though  feveral  perifh'd  in  the  At- 
tempt. 

But  there  is  nothing  more  ridiculous  in  this  Dif- 
pute  than  an  Argument,  which  hath  been  often  re- 
peated;  viz.  that  our  antient  Parliaments  confilled 
only  of  the  King,  the  Barons  and  the  Church;  from 
whence  it  is  immediately  infer'd  that  the  People  Lcl 
nothing  to  do  in  tbofe  Jljjemblin,  z\\\\er  perfenaliy,  or 
by  ReprefenLttion.  This  Fallacy  h  grounded  upon  an 
ignorant  Supposition,  that  the  Bar  ens  of  tho'e  Times 
were  the  fame  Sort  of  Perfons  as  aie  now  cail'd  the  No- 
bility, 


N°  467.    Vise  CRAFTSMAN.         13 

bility,  Lords  of  Parliament,  or  Peers  of  the  Realm  ; 
whereas  the  leaft  Acquaintance  with  our  Hiilory,  Law, 
and  Records,  will  ferve  to  convince  us  that  all  Perfons, 
who  held  their  Eftates  in  Capite  from  the  Crown,  were 
antiently  %led  Barons,  though  They  were  only  Com- 
moners, according  to  the  prefent  Acceptation  of  the 
Word. 

Mr.  Selden  tells  ns,  "  *  that  the  Title  of  Baron 
««  hath  been  often  given  to  fuch  as  were  great  Tenants 
«  to  the  greater  Sort  ofSubjefts;  as  to  Thole  of  the 
««  Arch-Bifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  of  fome  great  Earls 
*<•  of  the  antienter  Time?,  especially  of  Thofe  of  Chef- 
«  ter, — Ear  ones  Walcnfes  al!b,  for  Barons,  under  the 
"  Princes  of  Wales,  occur  in  the  Rolls  of  Edward  the 
"  firfl-  — • — The  Word  Bars  hath  alib  been  fo  much 
"  communicated,  that  not  only  all  Lords  of  Manors 
"  have  been,  from  antient  Time,  and  are  at  this  Day 
"  fometimes  call'd  Barons,  (  as  in  the  Style  of  their 
*'  Court  Barons,  which  is  Curia  Baronis,  &f.J  but 
"  alib  the  Judges  of  the  Exchequer  have  it  from  an- 
"  ticnt  Time  fix'd  upon  T  hem  ;  and  the  Burgefles 
"  of  fome  other  good  To'.vns,  as  well  as  Thofe  of 
"  the  Cinque-Ports,  particularly  of  Ltxdcti,  have  alfo 
«'  been  antiently  ityled  by  it. 

The  fame  learned  Author  divides  the  Time,  that 
intercedes  between  the  Beginning  of  William  the  1 11 
and  this  Day,  into  three  Parts ;  viz.  "  f  That,  which 
"  fills  between  bis  coming  and  the  latter  Time  of 
"  King  John  ;  That,  which  includes  the  latter  Time 
"  of  King  John  and  the  reft  that  follows  until  the 
"  Middle  of  Rjcbard  the  z,i ;  and  That,  which  from 
"  thence  is  extended  to  this  Day. 

Now  He  tells  us  that,  durirg  the  firft  Period,  all 
Barons  were  io  only  by  Tenure;  That  ')?., 
by  holding  Lanes  ///  dip'te  of  tbe  King;  yet  even 

VOL.  XIV.  B  Thofe, 

*  Ti:lesof  Honour,  3/7  Edit.  p.    570. 
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Thofe,  who  held  under  fuch  chief  Tenants,  by  Sub-In- 
feudation,  w  ere  fometimes  ftyled  Banns,  tho'  more  ccm- 
rnonly  Vavajors.  But  a  1  Baron  and  one,  qui  de  Regt 
tenet  in  Capite,  r,vere  fynonimous  Terms,  and  fo  ufed  in 
two  Laws,  the  one  of 'William  the  I/,  the  other  of  Hen- 
ry the  z//.  Baror.es  and  Mi/ites  were  likewife  ufed  in- 
differently for  each  other,  in  the  Ro'ls  of  thofe  Times, 
as  Mi/ites  and  Ckera.'iers,  or  Knights,  are  at  prefcnt. 

But  0«r  Jxt.hr  obferves  that,  under  thefecond  Period, 
including  the  latter  Time  of  King  Jckn,  till  the  Middle 
of  Richard  the  2(/,  "  *•{•  an  Alteration  of  great  Moment 
fell  amor.g  the  Btrcus  and  Baronies  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
for  whereas,  in  the  Time  of  the/;/  Part,  every  ?>- 
n art   in  Chief,  as  is  before  fhewn,  was  indifferently 
an  b^nouraiy,  or  Parliamentary  Baron,  by  Reafon  of 
his  Tenvre,   or  Z,W.i  &?/*/,  which  made  his  Barony  j 
about    the  End  of  King  Johr,   fome  only,  that  were 
moft  eminent  of  thofe  Tenants,  (fometimes  ftyled  Ba- 
rcnes   Regvi  n;ajtre<)  were  itimmon'd,    by/cvr<?/ 
Writs  di;ecled   to  Them  ;  and  the  Reft,  that  he  Id  in 
Chief,  were  lummon'd  alfo,  rot  by  five ral  Writs,  but 
by  cue  general  Summons  given  by    the  Sheriff's,  in 
theii •  fevcral  Count  ie?.     What  fpecial  Kind  of  Place 
and   Voice,  different  from  the  other,    1  hey  had,  that 
'  were  thr.t.  fummon'd  by  the  Sheriff',  I  find  not ;   but 
that  thus  &V»totW'faaW'lu  and  the  Rejt  of  the  Te- 
'  mints  in   Chief  were  then  ditun?niftrd,  exprcfir  ,-p- 
'  p^ars  by  a  P,*ita£e  in  i\\^grnr.dCbarter^  King  John, 
'  made  in  thelail  Year  of  his  Rei?n  ;   where  it  is  laid, 
'  • — fademus   (urnmcneri  ^rehifpife^pos,  Efij'ecfos,  db- 
b,'t;S,  Comltes,  tf  majores  Barones  fi?jllatim  per  Li- 
'  teras  nofiras.     Et  p-fctrrca  faciemuijtimin'neri  in.ge- 
'  lurali  fi'r  Vicc-Cirn:-tcf  fcf  BalUvos  neftros  on>ne?  alios, 
•  raii  in  Capke  tcr.cnt  de  nobis,  ad  cert  am  Dirm,  &c. 

Here  is  a  plain  DillirfHon  between   the  Create r  Ba- 
rer; and  Others,  ivl:o  held  in  Cbirffrow.  the  Kin*.    Tlie 


fane 
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fame  Dijiintfion  is  to  be  found  in  the  Charter  of  Henry 
the  3 d.  But  Mr.  &>/<&/.'  obferves  very  well,  that  it  coulcl 
not  begin  original!/  from  either  of  tbofe  Charters;  it 
being  uicd  in  ib  genet al  and  indefinite  a  Manner,  that 
the  Meaning  of  it  muft  be  Juppofed  to  have  been  well 
kno>vn  at  that  Time.  He  explains  This  at  large  by- 
many  folid  Arguments,  to  which  I  refer  the  P.eader  ; 
and  therefore  Mr.  Rapin  muit  be  certainly  miftaken, 
when  He  dates  this  Diftinftion  only  from  the  Reign 
of  *  Edward  the  i  ft.' 

However,  the  Cuftom  of  calling  up  Lords  to  Parlia- 
ment, by  Writ,  is  undoubtedly  derived  from  this  DiiHno 
tion of  ihs greater  Bai OKJ,  whenever  it.  took  Place,  and 
continued  to  be  the  only  Method  till  the  Middle  of 
Richard  the  zd's  Reign,  when  the  Piaflire  of  creating 
Biroa?  by  Letters  Patent  came  full  into  Ufe. — But  as 
the  Difpute,  concerning  the  antient,  conftitutiona!  Right 
of  the  People  to  a  Share  in  the  LcgiJJature,  is  chiefly 
cp in  led  to  the  firft  Per,  • !,  ( That  is,  f;o:n  the  Acceflio  i 
of  Wuliam  die  i  il  to  King  ''fob)?*  Mugna  Cb.irtn)  I 
m^li  now  return  to  it  fiO.»  a  Digreilion,  '.vhich  1  tliough: 
ncceffiry  to  clear  up  the  Poinc. 

The  Word  Baron  being  explain'd  ia  this  Manner,  it 
follows  that  the  People  were  not  excluded  from  the  Par- 
liaments of  thoie  Times  >  I  mean  the  Peopfe  of  Property, 
as  the  Barons  then  were  ;  for,  even  at  prelent,  allThofo 
witbsut  Property  have  rnSiiare  in  the  Lcgijlature,  either 
pcrfonaHy,  or  by  Rt presentation.  But  there  is  one  or 
two  Initances  of  Parliaments,  within  the  Time  before - 
raention'd,  which  I  mult  not  omit,  bccaufe  tins  People 
are  exprcfly  faid  to  have  been  iummon'd  to  them. 

"  f  At  the  Coronation  of  Hsnn  the  ift,  CUnis  An- 
". g/i<e,  yPoPULusUNivERSus  (fays Matthew  Pa- 
"  ris)  were  Iummon'd  to  Wejlminjhrt  where  divers 
"  Livvs  were  both  made  and  declared. " — Mr.  Seldcn- 

*  See  bis  Conclufion  of  that  Reign. 
f  Titles  of  Honour,  p.  581. 

B  2  indeed, 
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indeed,  takes  Notice  that  there  is  Tome  Difference  a- 
mongft  the  antient  Writers,  concerning  the  Subfcription 
of  Wttnejfes  to  the  Charter  of  tboj'e  Laws;  but  I  think 
it  plain  from  hence  that,  in  the  Time  of  Matthew  Pa- 
ris at  leaft,  the  People  were  fuppofed  to  make  a  P?.rt  of 
the  Lfgijlature  ;  and  indeed  They  are  oi'ten  mention'd 
even  in  the  Parliaments  of  William  the  1 11,  as  I  have 
ihewn  in  my  lalt  Paper. 

'•  \  In  the  loth  Year  of  Henry  the  2d,  or  1 163,  a-  . 
bout  the  End  of  yunidiry,   that  great   Parliament  at 
Clarendon  was  held,     Pre/tJftrte  ('aith  Matthew  Pa- 
ris) Jobanne  de  Oxoniei,  de  Manauto  ipjizs  Regis, 
frrtfentibus  ftiam  drebiepifccpis,   Epiffopts,  Abbatibns, 
Pritriktts,  Comitlbiis,  elf?  ProeerOats  Regni.     But  Ro- 
gfr  of  Hcvcnden   fays  exprefly,  that   Clcrus  &  Po- 
PULUS  Rfgf/i  were  then    aficmbled  ;  and  lo  menti- 
ons it  as  a  full  Parliament,  or  generate  Concilium,  as 
Fitz.-Stfpbe)is  and  fome  others  calls  ir. 
It  mult  be  acknowledged  that  the  prccife  Manner  of 
fummoning  the  Pecpie  to  tbefe  dflemblies,  or  what  Place 
They  held  in  them,  docs  not  appear  ;  and  indeed,  con- 
fidering  the  Darknels  of  thofc  Times,  of  which  We  are 
now  fpe?.king,  as  well  as  the  very   imperfcft  Kittories 
that  are  left  of  them,  it  is  rather   wonderful   that  We 
are  able  to  get  fo  many  Lights  into  tbis  Matter,  than 
that  We  have  no  more.  '  But  the  Charter  of  King  John 
clears  it  up,  and  afcertains  the  Right  of  the  Commons,  in 
fo  diftinft  a  Manner,  that  I   think  no  reafonable  Man 
can  pretend  to  deny  it ;  for  though  it  may  be  difputed 
whether  there  actually  was  any  regular  Parliament,  ac- 
cording  to  the  Charter,  either   in  that  Reign,  or  the 
next,  which  were  both  very  arbitrary  and  full  of  Con- 
vulfions ;  yet  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that,  in  the 
Reign  of  Edward  the  ift,  two  Knights  were  retiirn'd  for 
each  Country,  as  They  are  at  this  Day  ;   and  af  late 

t  U.p.  582. 

\  Ati  Enquiry  into  the  Manner  of  creating  Peers,  p.  8. 

Writer 
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Writer  obferves  that,  in  this  Reign,  the  Knights  of  Shires, 
in  Conjundtion  with  the  Lords,  granted  Subudies  ;  the 
Reprefeiitatives  of  Cities  and  Boroughs  granting  feparate- 
ly  by  Thcmfelves.  The  fame  Writer  tells  us  farther, 
that  one  of  the  Writs  of  this  King  begins  thus ;  that  in 
every  Affair,  which  related  to  the  whole  Kingdom,  the 
Content  of  the  whole  Kingdom  ought  to  be  required.  Mr. 
Rapin  likewife  obferves  upon  the  fame  Reign,  *  "  that 
"  We  have  an  uninterrupted  Series  of  all  the  Parlia- 
M  ments  held  in  England  (ince  the  22d  Year  of  ir. 
"  The  Conftitution  of  tbefe  djj'emblies,  fuch  as  it  is  at 
"  this  Day,  was  fo  well  fettled  in  this  Reign,  that  there 
"  was  an  additional  Law  made  to  the  great  Charter, 
"  by  which  it  was  enadted  that  no  Tax  -mould  be  levy 'd 
"  upon  the  People,  without  the  Confeat  of  the  Com- 
tf  mons. 

Let  me  only  remark  here,  that  Edward  the  ift  died 
almoftycar  hundred  and  thirty  Tears  ago  ;  fb  that  if  our 
Right  to  fit,  or  to  be  reprefented  in  Parliament,  is  to  be 
dated  from  his  Reign  only,  it  msy  furely  be  call'd  an  an- 
tient  Conftituthn.  But  I  think'  it  appears  very  fully, 
from  what  hath  been  faid  already,  that  This  was  only 
a  Confirmation  of  our  original  Right,  which  had  been 
often  inter,  upred,  or  deprels'd,  but  never  given  up,  or 
totally  abolim'd. 

The  Coronation  Oath  of  Edward  the.  ai  will  iDuftrate 
this  Point  ftill  farther.  I  fhall  quote  only  the/5V/?  and 
loft  Claufes  of  it,  which  are  as  follows. 

"  *  Biihop  of  Winchefter.  Sir,  will  You  keep,  and 
•*  confirm  by  your  Oath,  to  the  People  of  England,  the 
*•'  Laws  eft' abaft? d  by  the  pious  Kings,  ytur  PredecrJJlrs  ; 
"  'and  particularly  the  Laws,  Cuftoms",  Liberties  granted 
"  to  the  Clergy  and  People,  by  the  glorious  St.  Edward, 
• z  your  PredeceJJor  ? 

*  See  the  Conclujion  oftt. 

'    *  See  Rafix's   Hifl.  at  the  Beginning  of  that  Reign, 
B  3  «  King. 
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"King.     I  will,andpromifeit. 

"  Bifhop.     Sir,  will  Toupromife  to  keep,  and  caufe  to 

*•  be  kept,  the  Laws  and  Statutes,  that  the  Community  cf 

"  your  Kingdom  fl.iall judge  fit  to  enaEl',    and  will  You 

"  defend  and  protect  Them,  to  the  utmoft  of  your  Power  ? 

"King.     I  do  promife  it. 

Mr.  Rnpin  makes  the  following  pertinent  Remarks  up- 
on this  Oatb. 

"  As  This  is  the  firft  perfect  Copy   of  a  Coronation 

*•  Oatb  to  be  met  with  in  the  Englilb  Hiftory,  it  will 

*'  not  be  befides  the  Purpofe  to  take  Notice  of  the  Ad- 

"  vantage,  which  the  People  had  gain'd  upon  the  royal 

"  Prerogatives,^^  the  eftablifhment  of Magna  Cbarta. 

"  It  manifcflly  appears  by  this  Ontb  that,  far  from  fnp- 

"  pofing  the  great  Charter  to  be  the  original  Title  of 

"  the  Privileges  granted  by  King  Jchn  to  the  People  of 

"  England,  it  was  confider'd  only  as  a  Confirmation  of 

'  the  antient  Liberties  oftbe  Prty/e.     Upon  this  Sup- 

'  pofition  it  was,  that  Edward  the  zd  \vas  made  to 

'  fwear  that  He  would  obfeive  the  Laws  of  St.  Edward, 

*  which  were  no  other  thanThofe  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  ; 

'  left,  by  caufing  Him  to  fwear  to  keep  the  great  Cbar- 

'  ter,  there  might  be  Room    to   imagine  that  the  Pri- 

'  vileges  of  the  People  were  founded  on  the  Cojitcffions 

'  of  the  Kings. 

Every  Body  knows  how  ill  King  Edward  obierved 
tbis  Oatb,  and  that  He  wa.s  at  length  depofed,  in  a  for- 
mal Manner,  by  the  Parliament  of  England,  in  which 
the  Commons  bore  a  remarkable  Part. 

In  the  next  glorious  Reign,  of  Edward  the  3d,  the 
Commons  made  ftill  a  more  confiderable  Figure  ;  of 
which  I  fhall  give  only  a  fewlnltanccs. 

In  the  Qth  of  tbis  King*    "  -\-  a  Motion  being  made  ' 
"  in  Parliament  for  a  Subfidy  to  be  granted,  of  a  new 
«'  Kind,   the  COMMONS  anlxver'd,  They  would  have 

t  3  M  34- 

"  Con- 
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Conference  with  Tbofe  of  their  fever al  Counties  and 
"  Places,  who  bad  put  Them  in  TruJ},  before  They 
"  treated  of  any  fuch  Matter. 

"  In  the  1 3th  of  \hefame  Reign,  the  King  declared 
"  to  the  Parliament,  that  He,  with  others  about  Him, 
*'  flood  bound  for  furnifhing  Him  and  his  Allies  in 
"  30,000  /.  which  He  ought  to  pay,  and  thererore 
"  wanted  Aid  of  his  Commons  to  pay  the  fame ;  but  the 
"  Commons  made  Anfwer,  that  They  knew  and  ten- 
"  der'd  the  Kings  Eft  ate,  and  were  ready  to  aid  Him  ; 
"  only  in  this  new  Device  They  durft  not  agree,  with- 
"  out  farther  Conference  with  their  Counties  ;  and  fo, 
«'  praying  Refpite  until  another  Time,  They  promife 
"  to  travel  to  their  Counties,  to  confult  Them  in  this 
"  grand  Aftair, 

In  the  fame  Year,  "  %  the  Lords  granted  Tythe  of 
"  Corn  growing  on  tkeir  Lands  ;  the  Commons  grant- 
"  ing  nothing. 

The  Commons  are  likewife  particularly  mention'd  in 
the  Patent  for  creating  the  black  Prince,  his  Son,Priwe  of 
Wales ,  which  alter  the  Preamble,  goe.>  on  thus. 
*'  ||  De  Concilia  itaque  et  Confer.!  u  Pr<elatorum,  Comi- 
"  turn,  Baronum,  et  COMMUNITATUM  Regni  noftri 
**  Angliae,  in  generali  Parli amenta  noflro  apud  Weft- 
"  monafterium  die  Luna  in  qurndena  Pafcbte  froxime 
*'  preterit  a  comocato,  ipfum  Ed  ward  um  Principem 
"  Wzllixferimus  et  crcainmus,  &c. 

Nay,  to  mew  the  Power  and  Credit  of  Parliaments, 
under  this  King,  They  obliged  Him,  at  the  latter  End 
of  his  Reign,  to  turn  off  fome  of  his  *  -f  greatefl  Minif- 
ters,  and  even  i.  favourite  Miftrefs,  who  were  grown 
obnoxious  to  the  People. 

_  Edward,  the  great  Prince  of  Wales,  dying  before  his 
Father,  Richard  the  2d,  his  Son,  mcceeded  to  the 

|  Enquiry  into  the  Manner  of  creating  Peers,  p.  8. 
f|  $t&.  Titles  of  Honour,  p.  494. 
*f  Rafin,  810  Edit.  vol.  ^.p.  335. 

Throne  ; 
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Throne  ;  and  as  He  is  mention'd  in  Hiflory  to  be  the 
firft  King,  who  fet  the  vile  Practice  of  -f-  packing  Par- 
liaments on  Foot,  fo  it  deferves  Notice  that  He  at  la  ft 
fell  a  Sacrifice  to  Them,  like  his  great  Grandfather, 
Edward  the,  2d. 

I  need  not  trace  this  Affair  any  farther  down;  for  it 
will  not  be  deny'd  by  any  Writer,  who  is  worth  anfwer- 
ing,  that  the  Commons  of  England  have  had  a  great 
Weight  in  all  Parliaments  fince  the  Period,  to  which  I 
have  brought  them  ;  though  their  Rights  have  been  of- 
ten invaded  by  Prerogative  and  arbitrary  Power.  I 
(hall  therefore  conclude  with  a  few  fhort  Remarks  upon 
the  whole. 

Though  it  muft  be  confefs'd  that  our  old  Saxon  Con- 
ftitution  hath  undergone  many  violent  Convulfions, 
fince  the  Conquejt,  1  think  the  whole  Series  of  our  Hif- 
tory,  as  far  as  We  can  difcover  it  through  the  Gloom 
of  Antiquity,  is  one  continued  Proof  that  the  Foundations 
of  it  were  never  intirely  overturned  ;  and  though  vari- 
ous Alterations  have  been  made  in  the  Form  oftur  Par- 
liaments, the  EJJentiah  have  been  preierved,  and  the 
People  were  never  totally  deprived  of  their  Share  in  tbofe 
Affimblies* 

\  muft  not  here  omit  the  Remark  of  a  \judicious 
Writer,  whom  I  have  quoted  more  than  once  already  ; 
viz,  that  there  are  fundry  Sorts  of  SummsKs  to  be  found 
in  our  Law- Books  and  Records ;  fuch  as  Summonitiwts 
ad  Colloquium,  de  veniendo  ad  Concilium,  which  are  of- 
ten miilaken  by  our  Hiftorians  for  Summons  to  Parlia- 
ment', and  it  is  probable  that  great  Part  of  the  prefect 
Difpute  hath  been  owing  to  this  Miflake. 

But  to  proceed.  I  think  it  appears  from  the  preced*- 
ing  Authorities  that  Liberty  is  our  antient  Inheritance, 
delivered  down  to  us  through  a  longSucceffion  of  Age?, 

f  IJ.p.tfo.- 

%  The  Author  of  an  Enquiry  into  the  Manner  of 
creating  Peers. 
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and  rot  the  meer  Produft  of  the  RcvsJution,  or  the  Ref- . 
i(.,-alion,  as  ibme  Lite  Writers  have  molt  ridicaloufly- 
argued.  A:  the  innie  Time,  I  mud  obferve  that  theie 
Enquiries  into  our  antient  Cotiftiiution,  and  comparing 
ir  v,  irh  the  frffent,  are  very  far  from  being  defign'd  to 
refleft  upon  the  Revolution  ;  which  I  am  ready  to  Ac- 
knowledge hath  reftrain'd  our  Khigs,  in  ibme  Refpecls, 
from  opprefTmg  their  People.  But  the  Queftion  in  Dif- 
pute  is,  \vh'.^ther  a  r.'zv  S^r.'  ofPszvcr,  unknown  to  for- 
mer Time.*,  Ls  not  lately  iprung  up  amongft  us  ;  and 
whether  We  are  not  in  Danger  of  running  bock  to  tht 
fame  Egyptian  Bondage,  from  which  the  Revolution  de- 
iiver'd  us,  though  by  different  Paths. 

I  fhall  only  add  that  this  Point,  concern!'.:*  the  Anti- 
quity of  Parliaments,  luth  been  vigoroufly  ni-iintain'J  by- 
many  of  the  nblefl  Writers,  in  the  Catife  of  Liberty,  ever 
iince  die  contrary  D&Rrine  was  firft  bro;chM  ;  fuchas 
Sf/ilea,  Sidney,  Pttit,  Hody,  Tyrrel,  Wijl,  St.  Am  and 
and  O:hers.  It  looks  therefore  a  liule  odd  to  ice  a  Set  of 
Men,  who  call  Themfelves  the  Advocates  of  a  Whig 
Miniftry,  defending  thefe  Prerogative  Principles,  and 
licking  up  the  Spittle  of  fuch  olavifh  Writers  as  Brady 
and  his  Followers. 

1  mall  now  proceed,  at  proper  Intervals,  to  the  Exa- 
mination of  fome  other  Branches  of  our  Con/litution, 
which  have  been  mifreprefented,  or  are  not  generally 
underftood.  D 
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T*   CALEB  D'ANVERS,   £;jj 

Mr.  UAnversy  Norwich,  June  9,   1735. 

Book  in  titled  the  Cafe  of  the  SINKING 
FUND,  &f.  is  lately  come  down  amongft 
us,  and  it  gives  eveiy  true  Lover  of  his 
Country  no  fmall  Uneafinels  to  £nd  our 
domcftick  Ccxecrns  in  fuch  an  unhappy 
Situaiion,  at  this  critical  Conjuncture  of 
Affairs  abroad.  However,  We  are  willing  to  hope 
that  there  are  fome  Refources  ftill  to  be  open'd,  upon 
any  great  Emergency,  though  Gentlemen  in  the  Coun- 
try cannot  pretend  to  guefs  where  rhcy  are  to  be 
found. 

But  We  are  a  little  furprized  at  one  PafTage  in  tbis 
Treatife,  where  it  feems  to  be  admitted,  "  that  the 
"  MOCK-PATRIOTS  (as  the  Confiderer  calls  all  Gen- 
"  thmen  in  the  Oppo/ition)  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
"  prevail  within  Doors,  though  They  have  fufficiently 
'*  carry'd  their  Point  without." Whereas  we  re- 
ceived repeated  Advice  that  thefe  Gentlemen  had  actu- 
ally prevail'd  within  Doors,  as  well  as  without,  in  fe- 
veral  great  Points ;  and  I  affure  you,  Mr.  WAnvers, 
that  We  began  to  drink  their  Healths  by  the  Name  of 
the  MAJORITY.  Nay,  We  even  think  ourfelves 
obliged  to  Them  for  our  Deliverance,  this  Year,  from 
a  VOTE  OF  CREDIT,  with  which  We  were  ftrongly 
threaten'd  in  the  Con/iterations  ;  and  if  They  fhould  be 
able  to  maintain  their  Ground,  or  to  make  any  farther 
Advances,  in  the  next  Seflion,  We  may  exped  fome 
other  good  Things  from  Them,  as  far  as  the  Circum- 

ftances 
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fiances  of  Affairs  will  permit.  We  flatter  ourfeh'es,  at 
leaft,  that  They  will  not  endeavour,  like  fome  ether 
Pei-fons,  to  debauch  the  Minds  of  the  People  with 
Jlavijb  and  corrupt  Principles,  nor  to  drain  their  Pockets 
by  wild  and  unnteeflan  Expences  ;  fince  nothing  but 
the  moft  rigorous  Frugality  can  ever  eafe  us  of  oar  p"re- 
fent  Burthens,  even  in  Times  of  Peace  ;  and  much 
more,  if  We  fiiould  have  the  Misfortune  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  prefent  deftrufihe  War. 

I  mall  not  enter  into  the  prefent  Diipute  how,  and 
by  whofe  Means,  Europe  hath  been  embroil'd  in  thi? 
Manner;  but  it  is  certainly  very  ridiculous  \nTbofe, 
who  have  had  the  fole  Management  of  Affairs  for  many 
Years  paft,  to  call  upon  Gentlemen,  whom  They  have 
kept  as  much  as  poflibly  in  the  Datk,  for  their  Advice  ; 
or  to  expccl:  that  They  fliould  declare  Themfelves  as 
to  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  in  fucii  a  dark  and  con- 
futed State  of  Things.  The  Courfe  of  Time  hath,  in- 
deed, brought  many  Secrets  to  Light  ;  but  nobody  can 
fuppofc  that  all  the  Motives  and  Cauies  of  the  prefent 
Diltraftions,  that  all  the  fecret  Negotiations,  Engage- 
ments and  Pretenfions  of  the  different  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope are  fully  laid  open  ;  and  yet  without  knowing 
Theie,  it  is  impoffible  to  form  a  competent  Judgment 
of  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe,  or  to  prefcribe  a  proper 
Remedy . 

But  one  Thing  We  all  know  ;  that  a  War  cannot  be 
carry M  on  without  great  Sums  of  Money  ;  and  that  We 
are  already  too  far  exhaufied  \vithDc6ts  and  Taxes. 
The  whole  Produce  of  the  Jinking  Fund  hath  been 
tafcca  thefc  k.l  two  Years  for  the  current  Service,  in 
Times  of  Peace,  and  it  appears,  in  the  Book  before- 
mdiiiotftL,  that  the  mod  fubitamial  Part  of  it,  which 
arofe  from  the  federal  Reductions  of  Intereft,  is  mort- 
gaged out;  that  it  confil:?,  at  prelent,  of  little  more 
tlian  the  hcrcafe  of  Duties,  fince  the  lajl  War ;  and 
that  great  Part  of  it  will  probably  fall  oft"  again  by 
engaging  in  another  ;  fo  that  the  Payment  of  the  pub- 
lick 
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lick  Debt;  hath  not  only  been  delay 'd,  contrary  to  die 
original  Intention  of  the  Jinking  Fund,  and  die  .ftriftefl 
Appropriations  of  former  Parliaments y  but  even  the 
finking  Fund  itfelf  will  raife  no  confiderable  Sums  to- 
wards the  Support  of  a  War,  fhould  it  be  thought  pro- 
per to  apply  it  to  that  Service.  I  do  not  fpeak  This 
with  any  Defign  of  infinuating  that  We  are  not  able 
to  defend  ourfeives,  in  Cafe  of  Neceffity  ;  but  only  to 
fhew  the  melancholy  Situation  of  Affairs,  and  what  an 
urgent  Occafion.  there  is  for  OEconomy  and  good  Ma- 
nagement. 

I  cannot  reflect  upon  this  Subject,  without  admiring 
the  Modefty  of  fome  Pcrfons,  who  affeft  to  talk  and 
write  about  a  War  with  as  much  Eafe,  as  if  all  our 
Funds  were  at  Liberty,  and  there  was  nothing  farther  to 
be  confider'd  than  whether  it  be  expedient,  or  not. 
That,  indeed,  is  a  very  material  Queltion  ;  but  not 
the  only  one,  in  the  prefent  Cafe.  It  is  certainly  our 
Intereft  to  take  Caie  that  the  Ballanct  of  Europe  be 
notdeftroy'd;  and  I  heartily  wifh  that  the  fame  Per- 
fans,  who  now  feem  to  be  preparing  me  Nation  fora 
War,  had  been  pleafed  to  realbn  in  this  Manner  before 
Things  were  carry 'd  to  fuch  an  Height,  and  it  was  in 
our  Power  to  prevent  ir,  with  little  or  no  Ex  pence. 
Had  the  Baflanee  ofPnver  been  duly  confider'd  but  a 
few  Years  ago,  the  Houle  of  Eourlon  (by  which  I  mean 
all  the  Branches  of  it)  would  not  have  been  able  to 
play  their  Game  fo  fucccfffully  as  They  have  lately 
done  ;  nor  would  the  Emperor  have  been  reduced  to 
thofe  extreme  Difficulties,  in  which  We  now  fee  Him, 
and  of  which  He  complains  fo  pathetically  in  a  *  Me- 
morial, lately  publiih'd. 

But  it  will  be  cbiecled,  pcrliap?,  that  This  is  Oill 
harping  upon  the  Caufes  of  our  Diilcmper;  which  can- 
not be  now  prevented,  without  offering  any  Kffnfay  ; 
and,  indeed,  how  is  it  poflible  to  keep  our  Thoughts 

intircly 

*  See  the  Daily  Poft. 
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intirely  from  running  but  into  Reflections  of  this  Na- 
ture? The  £$?<*?  naturally  produces  an  Enquiry  into, 
the  Caufe  ;  and,  without  knowing  the  Csffa  all  Re- 
rnesJics  are  meer  Quackery  and  Qaf&work*  but  where 
there  is  a  Computation  of  Dijeafes,  the  belt  Phyiiciaris 
are  at  a  Lofs;  efpecially,  if  the  Patient  hath  been  ill 
bad  Hands  before.  Here  therefore  the  Cwfidersr  may- 
triumph  again,  and  tell  us,  with  his  uiual  Decency, 
that  the  BITER'S  BIT  $  for  He  may  ia'eJy  defy  all 
the  Mick-Patriots  to  lay  their  Heads  together,  and  fayk 
tvbat  is  proper  to  bj  done  in  this  critic*!  Conjuncture* 
Nay,  Jet  even  thole  real  Patriots,  who  have  negotia- 
ted us  into  this  blej/ed  Condition,  do  it  if  They  can. 
Let  Them  tell  us  whether  Peace,  or  War,  be  moft  ad- 
vifeable ;  \iPe(Ke,  how  it  is  to  be  obtain'd,  upon  ho- 
nourable and  advantageous  Terms  j  \iWar,  ho\v  it  is 
to  be  fupported  with  that  Degree  of  Vigour,  which  the 
prefent  Occafion  feems  to  require.  It  behoves  the  C'on- 
Jiderer,  at  leaft,  to  fhew  that  our  Affairs  are  in  a  much 
better  Condition  at  borne,  than  they  have  been  lately 
reprefented  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  to  give  us  a  Reply  to 
the  Cnje  of  the  Jinking  Fund. 

I  remember,  Sir,  that  when  the  Confederations  were 
fir  ft  publifli'd,  You  was  call'd  upon  for  an  Anfwer,  and 
You  immediately  gave  us  Notice,  in  your  Paper,  that 
it  was  then  preparing  for  the  Preis.  Now,  I  think  the- 
Confiderer  ought  to  be  call'd  upon  in  the  fame  Manner. 
I  would  not  have  the  Gentleman  hurry 'd  ;  becaufe  the 
Book  'is  pretty  voluminous  itfelf,  and  He  hath  already 
told  us  that  He  hath  not  much  Leifure  ;  but  I  fliould 
be  very  glad  to  know  whether  We  are  to  expeft  any 
Afiiwer  or  not,  and  in  what  Time.  I  hope  it  will  be 
at  leaft  a  Month  or  two  before  Chriftmns,  that  the  Cafe- 
Writer  may  have  Time  to  reply,  if  He  fees  Occafion, 
before  the  Parliament  meets  ;  for  I  think  it  a  little  un- 
fair that  one  Side  fliould  take  the  Advantage  of  the 
wbole  Summer  to  Themfclvcs,  and  lay  the  other,  by  the 
Method  of  publtming  their  Works,  under  the  Difficulty 
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of  writing  at  a  Seafon,  when  They  may  be  poffibly 
engaged  about  other  Affairs. 

Indeed,  We  have  already  had  fome  Remarks  upon 
•this  Piece  fcatter'd  amongft  us,  in  the  common  Vehi- 
cles of  miniflerial  Politicks ;  but  they  confift  either  of 
Railing,  or  fuch  low  Prevarication  as  deferves  no  Notice. 
Befides,  it  is  very  remarkable,  and  for  that  Reafon  alone 
I  mention  thefe  Writers,  that  none  of  Them  have  offer'd 
to  fay  one  Word  about  the  BANK-CONTRACT  ;  though 
k  is  one  of  the  molt  material  Parts  of  the  whole  Book, 
and  contains  fuch  a  Charge  againft  their  PATRON,  as 
feems  to  have  fixM  the  Attention  of  the  whole  King- 
dom. 'This  Point  does  not  depend  on  a  long  Chain  of 
-•Reafoning,  which  is  liable  to  Chicane,  but  on  one  plain 
Faff,  which  may  be  eafily  clear'd  up;  and  therefore, 
Mr.  TyAnvers,  I  defire  You  to  put  the  two  following 
Queltions. 

1 .  Whether  the  honourable  Gentleman,  concern'd  in 
this  Diipute,  xvas   not  at  a  Meeting  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Directors  of  the  BANK  OF  ENGLAND,   and  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Directors  of  the  Sou  T  H  s  EA  COMPA  N  r, 
on  Friday,  Sept.  the  23^,  1720  ? 

2.  Whether  He  did  not  then  draw  up  the  Contra  ff, 
publifh'd  in  the  Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund,  between  the 
two  Companies  ? 

The  Conjiderer  positively  afferts  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman  was  never  at  any  other  Meeting  with  the  faid 
Companies  than  That  on  Sept.  the  I9th  ;  nor  ever  drew 
tap  any  other  Paper  between  Them  than  that  imperfeft 
Draught,  which  He  hath  produced.  But  the  Cafe- 
Writer  maintains  the  contrary,  and  tells  us  that  the 
ORIGINAL  CONTRACT,  as  He  hath  publifh'd  it,  was 
then  actually  lying  before  Him,  in  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman's OWN  HAND-WRITING  ;  from  whence  I  con- 
clude that  it  is  ftill  forth-coming,  and  ready  to  be  pjo- 
duced,  if  Occafion  mould  require. 

The  Conjiderer  cannot  pretend  that  He  only  miftook 
vne  Day  for  another,  becaufe  He  takes  particular  Notice 

of 
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of  the  Meeting  on  the  2$d,  as  well  as  That  on  the 
igth,  and  even  gives  us  the  Heads  of  the  true  Bank- 
Contratt,  which  He  calls  a  Propofal  only  ;  but  He  is 
obliged  to  contefs  that  it  was  confirm'd,  the  very  next 
Day,  by  a  Court  of  Directors  of  the  BANK.  Tins,  I 
fay>  could  not  be  a  Mijlake  ;  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  to 
iuppofe  that  any  Man  could  forget  whether  He  was 
preient  on  fo  memorable  an  Qccafion,  or  drew  up  a  Con- 
traS,  in  which  al-moft  four  Millions  of  Bank-Stock  were 
concern'd. 

It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  the  Conftderer  ( who- 
fecms  to  be  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf)  to  give 
fome  Anfwer  to  this  Charge,  either  by  conftffing,  or 
denying  it.  If  He  confeffes  it,  what  will  He  fay  foe 
having  publifh'd  fuch  a  valjh&d  to  tlie  whole  World  '? 
If  He  denies  it,  the  Matter  may  be  brought  to  a  fhort 
Iflue,  by  producing  the  Original,  and  appealing  to  fe- 
vcral  Gentlemen  of  the  Corttmittfe,  who  are  ftill  living. 
You  are  therefore  defired,  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
World,  to  infill  upon  an  Anfwer  to  this  Point ;  and  if 
the  honourable  Gentleman  fhould  think  fit  to  pafs  it 
over  in  Silence,  He  mult  fubmit  to  the  juit  Ceniure  of 
the  Cafe-Writer,  with  which  I  lhall  conclude. 

"  Can  You  imagine  that  the  Publick  will  not  refent 
"  fuch  a  grofs  Impo/ition  upon  Them,  and  call  your  Ve- 
racity equally  in  Quellion,  as  to  other  Matters  ? 
Laftly,  how  can  You  expetl  that  a  Briti/b  Parlia- 
ment fhould,  for  the  future,  give  any  Credit  to  your 
moft  folemn  Declarations  and  AfTertions,  upon  Points 
of  the  higheit  Confequence  to  the  Welfare  of  the 
whole  Nation,  when  They  fee  fuch  a  fliamelefs  Dif- 
regard  to  Truth  and  common  Decency,  in  this  Parti- 
cular  ? 
A.  1  am,  SIR,  £s>. 


C  z  SAT  URDAY, 
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/  Mw  Hcninum  multsrum  vitlit  tt 
To   CALEB    I)'  A  N  V  E  R  S, 


|S  You  have  formerly  thought  fit  to  take 
the  STAGE  under  Con  fi  deration,  I  /hall 
make  DQ.Apology  for  troubling  Ycu  with 
a  few  Thoughts  on  the  late  Pla\-Hcuf< 
Bill. 

Though  I  am  a  great  Lover  of  dr  ana- 
tick  Entertainments,  1  cannot  deny  that  our  Britijh 
Theatre  ftand-s  in  Need  of  many  Reguktion«,  which  I 
may  pci  haps  hereafter  explain  ;  but,  in  the  mean  Time, 
I  muil  beg  Leave  to  fay  that  I  could  not  approve  the 
Si/!,  lately  brought  into  Parliament  for  this  Purpofe,  on 
many  Accounts;  and  particularly,  becaufe  I  thought  it 
bore  a  little  too  hard  upon  an  Order  of  Men,  who  have 
always  made  a  very  confiderable  Figure  in  the  World  ; 
I  mean  the  People  call'd  STROLLERS;  a  Term, 
which  includes  mach  greater  Perfons  than  commonly 
pafs  under  that  Denomination. 

For  In  Ranee,  what  was  Achilles,  Alexander  tie  great, 
and  feveral  other  Grecian  Heroes,  renown'd  in  Hiftory, 
but  a  Sort  of  royal  Strollers,  who  wander'd  about  from 
Place  to  Place,  afting  their  bloody  Tragedies  on  the 
great  Theatre  of  die  World  ? 

Pompey  and  C&Jar,  nay  even  the  Godlike  Cato  him- 
felf,  were  Strollers  of  the  fame  Kind,  who  play'd  diffe- 
rent Parts,  and  having  made  a  great  Buille  upon  the 

Stage, 
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Stage,  like  other  Players,  fell  at  laft  by  the  fame  tragical 
.Weapons,  a  Sword  and  a  Dagger. 

If  We  come  down  to  later  Times,  We  fhall  find  the 
World  fill'd  with  the  fame  Kind  of  itinerant  Stage- 
Players..  I  need  no:  take, any  Trouble  to  prove  that 
thofe  pious  Worthies,  who  went  as  far  as  the  holy  Land 
to  fight  againit  Infidels,  were  Men  of  this  Species  ;  be- 
caufe  a  late  notable  Writer  hath  already  diftinguifh'd 
our  King  Richard  the  ift,  who  made  one  of  thoie  reli- 
gious Campaigns,  as  a  *  ROYAL  DON  QUIXOTE. 
Now  what,  I  pray,  was  that  moft  puiffant  Hero  but  a 
Knight-Errant,  or  in  plain  Englifli  a  Stroller,  who 
play'd  a  thoufand  tragi-comical  Pranks  ? 

And  here  I  mujl  not  forget  that  even  Bijlops  have 
fometimes  condefcended  to  become  Strollers,  and  per- 
form'd  feveral  eminent  Parts  in  thofe  holy  Dramas,  of 
which  I  am  fpeaking.  But  this  Kind  of  Ecdefiajtical 
Strolling  hath  been  out  of  Faihion  for  many  Ages. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  produce  a  thoufand  Inftances  of 
Princes,  Generals,  and  other  great  Per  Jon  ages,  to  this 
Purpofe,  from  the  Emperor  Charles  the  5th,  who  was 
the  firit  Founder  of  the  Harlequin  Race,  down  to  the 
kte  King  of  Sweden ;  without  faying  any  Thing  of 
Thofe,  who  are  now  playing  their  Gambols,  on  that 
very  Spot,  which  was  famous  for  theatrical  Exploits  a- 
bove  two  thoufand  Years  ago  ;  for  Livy  tells  us  that  the 
antient  Romans  fent  for  their  £rft  Stage-Players  out  of 
Tufeany  ;  and  that  the  Word  Hifter  fignifying  a  Player^ 
in  the  Tufean  Language,  all  P/ayen  were  afterwards 
call'd  Hiftrione;. 

I  could  go  much  farther  flill ;  for  the  old  trite  Ob- 
fervation,  totus  1/iundus  agit  Hi/trimem*  was  never  ib 
fully  verify 'd  as  at  prefent  ;  when  all  the  polite  World, 
at  leait,  feem  to  be  running  mad  with  an  Itch  of  StroL- 
Ung  ;  or,  as  They  call  it,  Travelling  ;  but,  inftead  of  im- 
C  3  proving 

*  See  antient  and  modern  Liberty  Jlatcd  and  com- 
pared, p.  9, 
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Proving  their  Minds,  by  enquiring  into  the  Conftitu- 
tions  and  Governments  of  other  Nations^  They  corn- 
monlv  reap  no  other  Advantage  from  their  Peregrina- 
tions than  iquandering  away  their  Eitate?,  and  coming 
home  with  an  idle  Contempt  of  the  Manners  and  Cnf- 
toms  of  their  own  Country.  I  am  very  far  from  in- 
tend ing  by  This  to  condemn  the  Pra£lice  of  Trave Hing 
in  general,  which  is  cerrainlyone  of  the  noblctt  Methods 
of  Inftrudtion,  and  from  whence  the  gveatcfl  Men  of 
Antiquiry  derived  their  Knowledge.  Neither  would 
I  be  thought  to  include  all  our  fnodsrn  Gentlemen,  who 
have  travetrd,  in  this Cen.nre  ;  having  many  illuftrious 
Examples  now  before. my  Eye*,  which  demoniYrate  the 
Advantage t  of  j'etlng -the  World ;  and  I  heartily  vvifti, 
far  the  Honour  and  Interelt  of  my  Country,  that  there 
v/rre  much  fewer  Inftances.to  die  contrary. 

Nay,  two. of  the  moft  famous  Nations  of  old,  the 
E&ptiavs  and  the  Jews,  have  been  long  fince  reduced 
to  the  Condi ;ion  or  niter  Strdlen  ;  though  the  Inven- 
tion of  Arts  and  Sciences  is  generally  attributed  to  the 
former  ;  and  the  latter  have  engroiVd  great  Part  of  the 
'Riches  of  the  World,  even  in  their  State  of  Difpcrfion. 
Yet  notvvithftanding  This,  I  (ay,  tkt£gyfti9tttKt9fr 
prefiv  declared  to  be  Vagabonds  by  our  Law,  and  the 
Jews  are  punimable  with  Deach  in  moft  Pcpijh  Coun- 
tL-kr. 

But  this  Letter,  Mr.  D*4nverj,  is  chiefly  defign'd  to 
vindicate  a  certain  honourable  Order  of  Men,  who  have 
been  lately  made  the  Subjeft  of  much  Satire  and 
Ridicule  ;  I  mean  AMBASSADORS,  both  ordinary 
and  extraordinary.  Ibffe  Gentlemen  are  Strollers  by 
ProfefHon  ;  ic  being  the  immediate  Eufmeis  of  their 
Fur,<ftion  to  abandon  their  -native  Country,  and  ferve  it 
in  foreign  Parts.  For  this  Reason,  Monjuur  de  Wique- 
firt  observes  that  an  dmbaffador-  is  a  great  theatrical 
Per/mage,  and  that  He  is  often  obliged  to  play  the  Co- 
medtan.  I  ftaii  ilfofo-ate  This  a  lictie  more  at  large,  by 
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a  Parallel  between  the  two  ProfrJ/ions,  which  will  bring 
us  to  the  Point  here  propofed. 

It  is  the  Bufmefs  of  a  Player  to  perforate  any  Cha- 
radter,  juft  as  the  Managers  of  the  Theatre  direft  Him  ; 
and  what  is  an  Ambajfador  more  ?  The  only  Difference 
between  Them  is,  that  as  \hzformer  afts  the  Part  of  a 
cefuntt,  or  perhaps  an  imaginary  King,  the  latter  re- 
preients  a  living  and  real  one  ;  which  is  fomeu  hat  more 
advantageous,  indeed,  as  well  as  more  honourable. 

Ambaffadcrs  have  very  great  Privileges  annex'd  to- 
their  Characters  ;  and  fo  have  Players  j  for  as  every 
Ambaffador  's  Houje  is  allow'd  to  be  a  Sanfluary,  by  the 
Law  of  Nations  ;  fo  is  every  Play-boufc  by  a  Law  of 
their  own  making  ;  and  it  is  almofl  as  penal  for  any  Of- 
ficer of'Jifflice  to  enter  one  as  the  other.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  great  Diiputes  have  fometunes  arifen,  con- 
cerning this  Privilege,  and  Been  attended  with  terrible 
Coniequences.  Evejy  Body  knows  that  the  prefent 
Breach  between  the  two  Courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
VMS  cccafion'd,  or  pretented  at  leall  to  be  occafion'd, 
by  reicuing  a  Alan  from  the  Hands  of  Juftice  ;  and  a 
Difturbance  of  the  fame  Nature  happen'd  very  lately 
in  the  little  theatrical  5tate  of  Coyer.t-Garden,  by  an 
Arreft  behind  the  Scenes  ;  but  tins  Affair  was  happily 
accommodated,  as  I  am  inform'd,  by  releafing  the/^r 
fellow^  and  difcharging  the  Debt  ;  as  the  other  is  now 
likely  to  be,  by  the  Mediation  of  France* 

Plays  are  generally  founded  upon  Fables,  or  Fiftions  ; 
and  This  is  fo  often  the  Cafe  of  Legation,  that  Sir  Hen- 
ry Wootttrn  makes  it  .  the  diilinguiihing  Charafteriftick 
of  an  Ambajfador,  to  Lrzfor  the  Good  of  kis  Country, 
This  may  be  thought,  perhaps,  to  refleft  upon  the  Ho- 
nour of  Princes,  who  never  ought  to  defcend  lb  far  be- 
low their  Dignity,  as  to  utter  a  Taljhood,  even  by  De- 
legation. But  there  is  a  wide  Difference  between  fquab 
downright  Lying,  and  a  little  artful  Fineffe,  or  Prevari- 
(ationy  which  the  Exigency  of  Affairs  will  fometimes 
juftify.  Befides,  tho'  an  Ambajfadsr  is  invefted  with 

the 
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the  Character  of  his  royal  Ma/ter,  and  repj^bnts  his 
his  Perfon,  We  mall  find,,  upon  Enquiry,  that  He  of- 
ten fyes,  of  his  own  Accord,  or  by  Com  miffion  from 
the  Prime-Minifler  ;  efpecially,  if  They  happen  to  be 
fo  very  nearly  related,  that  One  may  be  properly  call'd 
Legatus  a  Lai  ere  from  the  Other. 

If  We  confider  moft'of  the  Treaties,  for  thefe  hundred 
Years  pa  ft,  what  are  they  but  a  Sort  of  political  Come- 
dies, with  here  and  there  a  tragick  Seem  interfperfed, 
and  fometimes  a  very  tragical  Catajfyepke  ;  like  the 
Plays  of  our  celebrated  Laurcat,  who  hath  an  admirable 
Knack  of  mixing  the  two  Species  ofdramatick  Poetry  to- 
gether, and  having  rais'd  our  Laughter  in  one  Scene 
takes  an  ill-natured  Pleafure  in  fhewing  his  Command 
over  our  Paffions,  and  fets  us  a  Crying  in  the  very 
next  ? 

As  for  Trtices,  generally  fpeaking,  I  can  compare  them 
to  nothing  but  a  Farce,  intended  to  divert  People  after 
a  doleful  Tragedy,  for  which  They  have  paid  their  Mo- 
ney, and  fend  Them  home  in  good  Humour  with  the 
Directors  of  theatrical  Affairs. 

An  Armiftice,  or  Ceffation  of  Arms,  is  much  of  the 
fame  Nature,  being  thrown  in,  like  an  Interlude,  be- 
tween the  Ads,  to  fufpend  \begraver  Buft  fiefs  of  the 
Play ;  which  is  to  return  of  Courfe,  as  foon  as  the  In- 
terlude is  over  ;  and  very  often,,  in  the  political  Drama,. 
before  it  is  half  done. 

As  Songs  and  Dances  make  up  a  great  Part  of  our  mo- 
dern Plays,  fo  Mr.  de  Wiquefort  allows  the  Uie  of  them, 
in  Moderation,  to  his  AmlaJ/ador ;  but  I  think  it  is  uni- 
verfally  agreed,  by  all  Writers  upon  this'Subject^  that 
He  ought  at  leaft  to  prefcrve  common  Decency,  for  the 
Sake  of  his  Character',  and  therefore  Joan  Glcz-cr  and 
the  black  Joke  cannot  be  proper  Entertainments  in  r:is 
Excellency  s  Family. 

I  was  never  any  great  Friend  to  Pantomimes,  Harle- 
quinades, and  other  Monkey  Tricks,  with  which  the  Play- 
ers have  lately  debased  the  Stage  ;  but  the  molt  provok- 
ing 
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ing  Part  of  it  is,  that,  under  this  Pretence,  They  have 

inipo'ej  double  P/'.'Vvr  upon  thePublick,at  a  Time  when 

\\c.  arc  'call  able  ta  afford  it ;  and  I  wifh  I  could  not  fay 

cir    psliiicnl  Comedians   have  likewiie  imitated 

,   in  ibis  Particular. 

There  vv>.<  a  Dispute,  fome  Time  ago,  in  Weflmin- 
ftcr-Ha'l,  \vhether  Players'm  general  ought  not  to  be 
deeimi  Vagabonds,  according  to  the  A£l  of  the  12th  of 
Qocen  Anne  ;  and  I  do  not  remember  that  the  Point 
v,*aii  then  finilly  determined,  though  it  feem'd  to  go  in 
Favour  of  Players,  who  have/.*1',/  Habitations  ;  but 'if 
any  Comedian  whatsoever,  efpedally  a  Stroller,  fhou'd 
prc.ume  to  break  the  PEACE,  .there  can  be  no  Doubt 
that  He  comes  within  the  Statute,  and  ought  to  be  pu- 
nifh'd  accordingly. 

I.muft  not  conclude  this  Letter, without  doing  Juftice 
to  one  of  the  great  eft  political  Strollers,  that  any  Age,  or 
Nation,  haih  ever  produced;  I  mean  Mr.  H.  MA  R- 
.RALL,  lineally  defcended  from  the  famous  Sir  Mar- 
tin, of  the  fame  Name,  and  Brother  of  the  prefent  Sir 
Robert.  This  Gentleman\izt\\.  all  the  requisite  QiuHfica- 
tions  for  fuch  a  great  theatrical  Perjonage,  as  We  have 
been  defcribing.  There  is  fomeihing  extremely  co- 
mique  in  his  very  Countenance,  Air,  and  Gefture,  which 
He  always  fets  off  to  the  belt  Advantage,  by  a  fuitable 
Manner  of  Drefs.  Befides  This,  He  hath  apply'd  Him- 
felf,  for  many  Years,  to  the  Studittm  biftrionale,  as  Ta- 
dttts  calls  it,  and  made  Himfelf  a  perfeft  Matter  of 
all  the  Jeux  de  Theatre,  He  hath  an  excellent  Head  for 
Fiflion,  and  is  as  ready  at  a.  Fable,  upon  any  Occafion.as 
ever  JEJop  was.  He  can  likewife  play  the  Droll  to  Ad- 
miration, and  hath  had  the  Honour  to  perform  in  molt 
Courts  of  Europe.  It  is  impofEble  to  tell  in  how  many 
Shapes  He  hath  appear'd,  for  the  Service  of  his  Coun- 
try. He  hath  been,  a  Jack-Pudding,  a  Ballad  Singer,  a 
Beef-eater,  a  Secretary,  an  Ambaffador,  a  Plenipotentiary, 
and  what  not  ?  He  hath  likewife  frequented  Auftions, 
where  Afyanccs  were  to  be  fold,  with  a  Commiflion  to 

out-bid 
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out-bid  every  Body  ;  nay  He  hath  even  condefcended  to 
—  H  A  w  K  E  R  and  P  E  D  L  A  R  ,  in  tie  Trade  of  N^ 
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en,  and  ftuck  at  nothing  to  promote  that  honourable 
Laufa  m  which  He  hath  beenfo  judicioufly  employ 'd. 

I  cannot,  indeed,  fay  that  all  thefe  indefatigable  La- 
bours have  been  yet  crown'd  with  iuitable  Succcfs;  but 
K  is  abfolutely  impoflible  that  a  Man  of  his  vail-extended 
Genius,  univerfal  Credit,  and  inexhauftible  Fund  oi  Po- 
liticks, mould  fail  at  laftin  $M  great  Work,  which  He 
hath  taken  fingly  on  Hlmjelf.  \  am  told  that  He  hath  ftill 
another  Expedient  in  Petto,  which  will  foon  let  all 
Things  to  Rights  again,  and  humble  Thofe,  who  have 
fo  long  obitrucled  his  glorious  Defigns.  The  Expedient 
is  this.  Having  found,  by  long  Experience,  that  a  com- 
mon BaHanee  cannot  be  fix'd  in  Equilibria,  without  keep- 
ing an  equal  Degree  of  real  Weight  in  both  Scales,  He  is 
raohred,  for  the  future,  to  make  Ufeofapc/itifaJSteet- 
y*rd  ;  by  which  a  few  Pounds  of  Lead,  or  other  heavy 
Metal,  being  properly  placed  on  one  Extremity  of  the 
Beam, ^wffl  bear  down  a  much  greater  Weight,  on  the 
other  Side,  as  We  may  fee  every  Day  in  the  Markets 
of  this  City.  As  long  therefore  as  We  have  the  Steel- 
yard of  Europe  is  our  Hands,  it  is  but  of  little  Conie- 
quence  what  becomes  of  the  Eallance. 

For  all  thefe  Reafons,  I  humbly  hope  that  if  the  ZA, 
eytatvre  mould  think  fit  to  take  the  Stage  under  their 
Confideration  again,  next  Seffion,  They  will  be  fo  good 
*Vm  admit  a  Claufe  in  Favo'Jr  of  the  Strollers ;  fot 
whilft  the  FRENCH  and  ITALIANS  meet  with  fo  much 
Encouragement  from  Us,  I  think  it  a  little  hard  that  our 
own  Countrymen  mould  be  put  out  of  their  Way  of  Bu- 
iinefs,  and  treated  as  Vagabonds.  I  hope,  at  leaft,  that 
iomc  parncular  Mark  ofDiiHnftion  will  be  (hewn  to  that 
great  zndfupcr-eminentStrsller,  whofe  Merits  I  have  en- 
deavour'd  to  explain  in  this  Paper.  I  could  even  wifh 
that  ti\eoldTreaty-Hottfezt  UXB RIDGE,  with  a  com- 
petent Eltate  about  it,  were  to  be  bought  and  rebuilt,  in  a 

iumptuous 
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fumptuous  Manner,  at  the  publick  Expence,  and  fettled 
by  Parliament  uponHim  and  his  Pofterity  forever. 

I  am  the  more  earneft  upon  this  Head,  becaufe  I  ob- 
ferve  that  the  ingenious  Mr.  Walfingham  is  eternally 
comparing  the  Family  of  the  MARRALLS  with  That  of 
M  A  R  LB  o  R  o  u  c  H  ;  the  Condudl  of  one  having  proved  as 
wife,  fuccefsful  and  glorious  in  the  Cabinet ',  as  the  other's 
did  in  the  field  i  and  therefore  it  is  but  juft  that  equal 
Honours  and  Rewards  fhould  be  decreed  to  both.  Let 
the  Negotiations  of  our  pactfick  Hero  be  wrought  into 
rich  Tapeftry,  like  the  Duke  of  MarlborougVs  Battles, 
to  adorn  his  grand  Apartment,and  attract  the  Eyes  of  fu- 
ture Generations.  Let  a  magnificent  Pillar  be  likewife 
erefted  to  his  Memory  ;  and,  to  put  every  Thing  as  near 
upon  a  Par  as  poffible,  let  the  learned  Mr.  Walfingka m 
have  the  Honour  of  penning  the  Infcription. 

But  This  is  a  Propofal,  which  it  is  not  in  my  Power 
to  execute.  I  can  only  wifh  that  the  Legijlature  may 
happen  to  be  of  the  fame  Opinion;  in  vvhiph  Caie 
I  make  no  Doubt  of  feeing  the  Caftle  of  SEVILLE  (for 
That  is  the  Name  I  would  have  the  Edifice  bear  ) 
as  much  frequented  by  Travellers  as  the  Co/lie  of 
BLENHEIM. 

A.  I  am,  SIR,  &c. 

•    . 


SATURDAY, 
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Some  farther  Confederations  on  ovr  A  NT  IE  NT  and  MO- 
DERN  CONSTITUTION 

. 

T  hath  been  already  obferved  that  al- 
though the  general  Principles  of  our  an- 
tient  Saxon  Conftitution  have  been  pre» 
fared  through  a  long  Succeffion-of  Ages, 
and  againft  various  Attempts  to  deftroy 
it ;  yet  it  hath  undergone  feveral  Altcra=- 
tions  in  the  Courfe  of  Time,  fome  for  the  better  and  fomc 
for  the  wtrje,  to  which  all  Governments  are  naturally 
fabjec>,  — —  I  {hall  now  explain  this  Point  by  fome  In- 
ftances  amongft  a  Thoufand,  which  might  be  produced 
to  the  fame  Purpofa. 

As  the  Privilege  of  being  governed  by  Lasvs,  made  by 
our  own  ConJ'ent,  is  certainly  the  Foundation- Stone  of 
fill '  «ur  Liberties,  and  without  which  it  is  ridiculous  to 
call  Ourfelves  a  free  People,  let  us  begin  with  that 
Point. 

Enough  hath  been  faid,  in  our  former  Papers,  to  fiiew 
that  the  PEOPLE  of  England  \a.\z  always  had  a  Share, 
or  a  Right  to  a  Share,  in  the  LEGISLATURE  of  this. 
Kingdom;  though  the  MANNER  of  excrcijlng  that 
Right,  and  even  the  FORM  of  holding  Parliaments,  have 
.often  varied.  The  Perfons,who  compofed  theft  djjemblies 
in  antient  Times,  took  their  Seats  there  by  Virtue  of 
certain  Tenures,  and  not  by  Elettion,  or  Delegation,  as 
They  do  at  prefent.  It  likewife  appears  that  \b&  feveral 
Eft  ales  of  the  Realm,  as  We  now  call  them,  were  not 
•originally  dillingaifh'd,  but  fate  together,  and  form'd 
one  Ajfembly.  Nay,  even  when  the  great  Jncreafe  of  Ba- 
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rons,  or  landed  Gentlemen,  produced  a  Diftindion  of 
the  greater  and  le/er  Barorrs  ;  (  or,  as  We  now  term 
Them,  of  the  Lords  and  the  Commons  ;  )  and  the  Mul- 
tiplicity of  the  latter  made  it  neceflary,  for  the  Sake  of 
Order,  that  They  mould  be  reprefented,  inftead  of  com- 
ing perfonally  to  Parliament j  even  then,  I  fay,  the  Man- 
ner of  Reprefentation  was  not  the  fame,  as  it  is  in  out 
Days.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  Cities  and  Bo- 
roughs fent  Deputies  to  Parliament  long  before  the  Coun- 
ties ;  and  that  many  Boroughs  had  formerly  this  Privi- 
lege, which  are  now  disfranchised,  or  diicharged  from 
the  Burthen  of  it,  as  it  was  then  efteem'd.  We  have 
Instances  of  This  no  longer  ago  than  in  Qgeen  Eliza- 
beth* s  Reign. 

The  Right  ofEleffion  hath-likewife  admitted  of  leve- 
ral  Alterations  from  Time  to  Time,  either  for  good  or 
bad  Ends  ;  for  both  will  appear  vifibly  enough  to  a  care- 
ful Enquirer.  At  rirff,  all  the  Land-holders  feem  to 
have  had  a  Right  of  voting  for  Knights  of  the  Shire  ;  but 
in  the  Reign  of  Hinry  the  6th,  it  was  confined  to  Thole, 
who  had  a  Freehold  Eftate  of  at  leaft4O  s.  per  Ann.  as 
it  continues  at  this  Day,  though  the  Value  of  Money  is 
io  vaflly  alter'd.  I  don't  mention  This  with  any  Defign 
of  infin'uating  that  the  Number  of  free  Voters  ought  to  be 
farther  limited,  ( for  I  think  our  Security  depends,  in  a 
great  Meafure,  upon  it)  but  only  as  it  falls  in  the  Way  of 
my  Argument. 

"As  for  the  Right  cf  Elcftipn  in  Cities  and  Boroughs, 
it  hath  occafion'd  more  Difputes  in  Parliament  than  any 
other  Point  whatfoever,  and  been  too  often  determined, 
-according  to  the  Dictates  of  an  over-grown  Minifler,  or 
•the  Humour  of  prevailing  Factions.  But  it  is  now,  in  a. 
good  Meafure,  iettled  by  a  Clauis  in  the  late  Aft,  for 
•preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  E/eftions,  which 
makes  the  I  aft  Determination  of  the  Hovfe  of Commons  fi- 
nal, as  well  as  the  late  Rejolution  of  the  ti&ufe,  confirm- 
ing that  Claufe,  according  to  its  original  Meaning,  a- 
'gaintt  a  foph-iftical  At'.empt  to  explain  it  away. 

VOL.  XIV,  D  Thefe 
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Thefe  Variations  have  not  only  affected  the  Per  font  of 
tbeEleftors,  and  the  Right  of  E /eft ion,  but  even  the  £- 
letted.  In  former  Times,  (That  is,  when  the  Method 
of  Reprejentation  fir  it.  took  Place)  no  Perfon  could  be 
chofen  either  a  Knight  of  tbe  Shire,  a  Citizen,  or  a  Bur- 
geft,  without  being  refident  in  the  particular  County, 
City,  or  Boraugb,  for  which  He  flood  Candidate,  at  the 
Time  when  the  Writ  of  Summons  bore  Date.  It  was 
likewife  required  that  They  fliould  be  notable  Knights, 
notable  Efquires,  or  Gentlemen ;  and  as  a  farther  Security 
that  They  fliould  not  betray  theTruil  rcpolcd  in  Them, 
the  Counties,  Cities  and  Boroughs,  which  They  repre- 
fented,  were  obliged  to  pay  Them  Wages.  But  every 
Body  knows  that  This  is  not  altogether  the  Caie  at  pre- 
fent ;  nor  hath  it  been  fo  for  many  Years  paft.  On  the 
contrary,  Perfons  of  mean  Fortunes  have  ib  often  found 
Means  of  creeping  into  Parliament,  and  making  a  Mar- 
ket of  their  Conftituents,  to  whom  They  were  ahfolute 
Strangers,  that  it  was  thought  neceffary,  in  Queen  pane's 
P_eign,  to  enact  that  no  Perfon  fhall  be  qualified  to  repre- 
fent  a  County,  who  hath  not  a  landed  Eiiatc  of,  at  leaft, 
•6co  /.  per  Annum  ;  nor  a  City,  or  Borough,  without 
300  /.  per  Annum  of  Freehold,  or  Copyhold  for  Life  ; 
excepting  the  eldeft  Sons  cf  Peers,  and  Heirs  apparent  cf 
any  Perfons  qualify d  to  Jerve  as  Knights  of  the  Shire. — 
This  mult  Le  confefi'd  a  very  good  Provifion,  in  the 
main  ;  and  1  hope  it  is  duely  put  in  Execution. 

Again  ;  the  Power  cf  the  Houfe  of  Commons  hath  alfo 
varied,  in  different  Reigns,  according  to  the  natural 
Courie  of  Things,  and  juft  as  Prerogative,  or  popular 
Likrfy,  happen'd  to  get  the  Alcerdent.  Sometimes, 
it  hath  been  reduced  very  low,  by  the  prevailing  Influ- 
ence of  the  Crown,  or  the  Violence  of  wicked  and  daring 
Minifteri.  At  other  Times,  it  hath  exerted  iiielf  sgain 
•with  double  Vigour,  and  made  7fo,r,  who  endeavour' J 
to  fupprefs  it,  feel  its  Weight.  They  not  only  callM 
'.evil Minifters  to  Account,  and  brought  Them  t~>  Jufiice  ; 
but  even  reitrain'd,  limited  and  depofed  Ktigs,  \vhen 

They 
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They  found  Them  incapable  of  being  reclaim'd,  and 
let  up  Ochers  in  their  Stead.  They  appointed  Guardi- 
ans of  the  Realm,  and  Commiffionen  to  look  after  the 
Difpofuion  oipublick  Maney.  Nay,  it  is  even  a  difpfcted 
Point,  whether  the  QfXJiaU  of  the  Commons  was  not  for- 
merly neceiiary  to  the  Creation  of  Peers ;  and  many  plau- 
fjole  Arguments,  as  well  as  Precedents,- have  been  brought 
to  prove  the  Affirmative. 

But  all  thefe  Changes  in  the  Form  of  holding  Parlia- 
ments^ ihsPerfoas,  who  composed  them, and  the  Degrees 
of  Power,  which  They  have  exercifed,  at  different 
Times,  are  vejy  far  from  proving  that  the  People  of 
England  had  not  always  a  Share  \ntboje  djj'cmblits,  ac- 
cording to  our  antient  Conftitution,  in  lome  Shape  or 
other ;  or  that  They  ever  parted  with  their  Right  to  it  r 
or  that,  it  was  ever  profeffedly  taken.  away>  or  totally 
aboliih'd. 

It  rather  proves  the  direft  contrary;  for  feveral  of 
tbcfe  Alterations  were  manifeilly  dciignM  to  ftrengthe  i 
that  original  Right,  upon  which  they  are  built ;  and  even 
Tbofe,  which  have  weaken'd  ir,  are  only  ib  many  Evi- 
dences that  Princes  and  Miniftcrs  have  done  their  m- 
moft  to  undermine  that  Power,  which  hath  always 
flood  in  the  Way  of  their  arbitrary  Defigns. 

I  mall  conclude  this  Head  in  the  Words  of  a  late 
Writer  upon  the  fame  Subjcft  ;  "  *  that,  from  the 
"  earlieft  Accounts  of  Time,  our  Anceftors  in  Germany 
"  were  a, free  Pecp/e,a.nd  had  a  Right  to  affent,or  drfTent 
"  to  all  Laws ;  tiiat  that  Right  was  exercised,  and  pre- 
"  ferved  under  the  Saxon  and  Nor  man  Kings  ^  even  to 
"  our  Days ;  and  may  an  uninterrupted  Exercije  thete- 
«'  of  (for  the  Right  itfe/f  can  never  be  extinguiiii'c)  con- 
"  tinue  till  Time  fhall  be  no  more  ! 
1  — 

*  St.  Amand's  bljlorical  EJay  on  the  Legfative 
Power  of  England,  t3c. 

D   2  I 

' 
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J  ijiall  now  take  Notice  of  two  or  three  other  Points, 
in  which  our  fititient  Conftltutlan  hath  been  materially 
alter'd. 

The  £rft  I  fhall  mention  are  the  County  Courts,  which 
ivere  formerly  the  (kief  Courts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  ex- 
ited long  before  Thole  at  Wefiminfter  were  erected. 
They  were  held,  at  Rated  Times,  in  every  County,  and 
Matters  of  thegreateft  Coniequence  were  try'd  in  them, 
with  little  Expence,  and  none  of  that  vexatious  Chi- 
cvinry,  which  now  clogs  moft  of  ou! •  judicial  Proceedings. 
Indeed,  the  Form  of  tbefe  Courts  is  liill  continued  ;  but 
tiie  Power  of  them  is  fo  far  reduced,  thai  they  are  only 
the  Shadow  of  what  they  once  were. 

As  an  Infiance  of  This,  the  Sjhffffi  were  amiently 
chosen  in  the  County  Courts,  in  which  They  prefided, 
by  the  Suffrages  of  the  People,  as  Knight  i  of  the  Shire  are 
at  prefent ;  but  the  Nomination  of  them  is  now  lodged 
in  die  Criiwn,  by  Adi  of  Parliament,  excepting  only  the 
City  of  London,  and  ic:ne  otbtr  great  Corporations, 
v\  hich  ftill  erijoy  the  Privilege  of  electing  their  cwn 
Sheriffs'.  I  preiume  it  will  nor  be  deny'd  that  This 
was  a  very  great  Privilege;  and  I  am  fure  it  is  very 
for  from  proving  that  the  K^gs  of  England  were  de £• 
potick,  or  that  the  People  were  Slaves  by  Law  efta- 
I'.jtfd.  We  all  know  wiiat  ill  Ufts  have  been  made  of 
tftefe  royaj  Officers^,  in  fome  late  Reigns,  both  in  packing 
^Juries,  and  picking  of  Parliaments ;  which  would 
have  been  prevented,  in  a  great  Meaiiue  at  leaft,  if  the 
People  had  retain'd  their  anuent  Right  of  Elf  Elian. 

J uftitss  of  the  Peace,  or  Cfinferv atari  cf  (be  Peace, 
according  to  their  former  Denomination,  were  likewiie 
chofen  by  the  People,  in  the  fame  Manner-;  but  the  fole 
Power  of  conitituting  thtj'e  Magiftrates,  as  well  as  the 
Sheriffs,  is  now  tranifer'd  by  Statute  to  the  King,  ex- 
cepting Y&  great  Cities-  and  Corppra.iow,  which  have  it 
by  Charter  in  Themf elves  ;  though  many  of  thc/nal^r 
Bsnugbs  have  not  an  exclufive  Jurisdiction,  and  are 

therefore 
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therefore  fubjeft  to  the  Kings  Commiffioncrs,  as  well  as 
the  Counties'.  Nay  farther  ;  when  tbefe  Commijjioners 
were  firft  inftituted,  They  were  limited  to  a  very  fmall 
Number  in  each  County  ;  two  of  whom  were  to  be 
of  the  heft  Quaiity,  two  Knights,  and  two  Gentlemen 
oftbe  Lmo  ;  but,  in  Courfe  of  Time,  They  increafed 
to  fuch  a  Degree,  "  f  that  Mr  Lambard,  above  an 
hundred  Years  ago,  complain'd  of  their  excefiive 
Number ;  and,  after  Him,  the  learned  Spelman 
takes  Notice  that  They  wefe  above  tbreefcore  in  each 
County.  They  are  now  without  'Limitation  ;  and 
their  prodigious  Increnfe,  with  the  unfuitable  Ap- 
point ment  many  Times  made  of  PERSONS  for  this 
Trujt,  hath  rendered  the  Office  contemptible  in  the 
Eyes  of  our  befl  Gentry,  for  whom  it  was  origi- 
nally intended. 
Some  of  tbefe  Juftices,  as  I  formerly  obfeived,  made 
focha  fcandalous  Ufe  of  their  Commiflion,  in  Queen 
El'tZtibetl? s  Reign,  that  They  were  nick-nam'd  Basket- 
Juflices ;  or,  as  We  -now  call  Them,  Trading  Jujlices  ; 
and  a  Complaint  was  openly  made  againit  'I'hem  in 
Parliament. 

This  infamous  Practice  of  expofing  "Jujlice  to  Sale, 
as  it  were  in  a  Market,  hath  finco  rifen  to  fuch  a  inon- 
ib-ous  Height,  by  the  Number  of  indigent Perfons,  who 
got  into  Commiffion,  and  the  vafl  Powers  intruded  to 
T'hem  by  a  Multitude  of  modern  Statutes,  that  it  was 
lately  found  necefTary  to  pafs  an  Aft,  for  their  better 
Qualification  ;  which  I  am  afraid  hath  Jiot  intirely 

had    the   propofed  EfFeft ^1    fhall   fay  nothing  of 

their  Influence  over  Efeflisns;    efpeciaily  in  Cities  and 
Corporations. 

In  antient  Tinier,  We  had  no  odter  ft  an/ting  Armies, 
in  Times  of  Peace,  than' 'the  comrr.cn  Militia  of  the 

f  Jacd-s  Lctw-Difl.  under  the  Head  of  Juftices  of 
the  Peace. 

D  3'  Kingdom ; 
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Kingdom  ;  and  even  the  Power  of  That  was  not  abfolute- 
ly  vetted  in  the  Crown,   till  the  Reiteration  of  Xing 
ir&Jth 


The  current  Expcnces  of  the  Nation,  and  particularly 
•what  is  now  call'd  the  Civil-Lift,  have  likewiie  been 
prodigioufly  increafed,  within  a  Century  or  two  ;  but 
this  Paint  hath  been  fo  fully  explain'd  in  a  *  late  Pamph- 
Itt,  that  it  is  unneccilary  to  enter  upon  it  here. 

I  fhall  conclude  With  repeating  my  former  Declara- 
tion, that  I  am  very  far  from  defigning  to  infinu- 
ate  that  our  Conflituiion  hath  not  received  feveral  Im- 
provements by  the  Revolution  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  pro- 
perly, that  it  was  not  then,  in  a  good  Meafure,  brought 
back  to  its  original  Principles  ;  but  only  to  (hew  the  Ig- 
norance and  Wickednefs  of  tbofe  Writers,  who  have  a(- 
krted  that  We  had  no  Liberty,  nor  any  Right  to  Li- 
berty, by  our  itnticnt  ConffitutioTt.  This  is  the  Point, 
which  I  undertook  to  prove,  and  upon  This  I  expect  to 
be  an'fwer'd,  if  I  am  anfwer'd  at  all.  D. 

*  <Ebt  Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund,    &c. 


SATURDAY 
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N°.  471.  SATURDAY,  July  12,   1735. 


To  CALEB  D  '  A  N  V  E  R  S,  E/fi 
1 
Mr.  D'Anvers, 

\RISTOP  HAN  E  S,  fpeaking  of  a 
corrupt  and  arbitrary  Statefman,  whom 
He  calls  ArchiJemus,  expreffcs  Himfelf 
in  this  Manner  ; 

• 

Nwi  ^i  ^[ttfywy^, 
'E>  rots 


That,  is  in,  Englifh  ;  He  now  harangues  among  the 
DEAD  ABOVE  GROUND  ;  or,  (asdic  Phraie  ayu  vtx,&t 
will  bear  rendering)  among  the  D  E  A  D  SENATORS.  In 
much  the  fame  Senfe,  St.  Paul  ttyles  the  Epbejians 
DEA  D  in  TrefpaJ/es  and  Sins. 

But  the  old  Greek  Comedian  feems,  in  this  Place,  to 
ridicule  the  flupid  Citizens,  or  Senators  of  Athens,  who 
were  feduced  by  the  plaufible  Harangues,  or  the  more 
convincing  Bribes  and  Penfions,  of  an  overgrown  Ma- 
gift  rate,  to  fell  their  Country  ;  by  which  Means  He  had 
exalted  Himielf,  upon  the  Ruins  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  the  Height  of  Grandeur,  and  accumulated  a  mon- 
ilrousEftate  out  of  the  publick  Treafure. 

One  of  the  Scholiafts  upon  ibis  Pajfage  explains  it 
thus.  "  The  Poet  terrns  the  Athenians  dead,  by  Rea- 
"  fon  of  their  corrupt  P  radices  ;  or  becaufe  They  had 
"  divefted  Them  Pelves  of  the  generous  Sentiinents  and 
"  publick  Spirit  of  their  Ancejlors  ;  or  becaufe,  though 
«'.  greatly  op.preis'J,  and  involved  in  many  Difficulties 

'      ,J  «  by 
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"  bv  theMal-A'lminiflration  of  their  Statefmtn,  They 
"  were  (till  as  infenfible  as  deadM.cn,  and  permitted 
"  Them  to  efcape  with  Impunity. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  Mr.  Ifaac  Bukerftaff"  bor- 
row'd  the  Hint  of  his  living  dead  Men  from  this  Paflage 
of  Ariftcpbanes,  which  He  work'd  up  into  fnch  a  Va- 
riety of  diverting  Humour  upon  the  Vices  and  Follies 
of  Mankind,  in  -private  Life.  But  our  Times,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  Ariftopkanes,  call  for  Animadverfions  of  ano- 
ther Kind,  and  furnifh  us  with  ample  Materials  for 
them,  though  not  hi  the  fame  Degree.  Our  Senator.',  I 
thank  God,  as  well  as  our  Citizens,  have  lately  given 
us  feveral  convincing  Proofs  that  They  are  not  yet  in- 
tirely  dead,  and  that  any  Miniftcr,  who  hath  the  Info- 
lence  to  treat  Them  zsfutb,  fhall  feel  their  Refentment. 
Nay,  We  have  often  had  the  Pleafure,  in  this  Kingdom, 
to  fee  Mifiifters  not  only  depart,  in  this  Senie,  but  even 
ftink  above' -Gmtnd,  long  before  They  refign'd  their 
natural  Lives,  or  even  their  Employments ;  juit  as  the 
Pbaatctfis,  complain'd  of  by  old  Ifaa't,  continued  to 
ftrut  about,  and  haunt  publick  Place?,  in  Defyance  of 
common  Decency,  and  the  Compam  of  Upholders. 

There  are  feveral  Marks,  by  which  We  may  difcover 
when  zMinifter  is  thus  politically  defunft  ;  but  I  mail 
here  mention  only  three  or  four. 

And,  firft,  I  think  He  may  be  properly  'aid  to  be  in 
this  Condition,  when  He  hath  vinbly  run  the  Ve/ei  of 
State  a-ground,  by  his  own  Ignorance  and  Obitinacy, 
againft  repeated  Warnings  of  the  Danger;  or,  in  other 
Word?,  when  He  hath  work'd  Himi^if,  as  well  as  his 
Country,  into  fuch  a  Dilemma,  by  his  foreign  Negs!!- 
Gfkr.Si  and  dorneftick  Prrfufions.  that  He  cannot  ftjr  any 
Way  ;  and  War  and  Peace  are  become  equally  impracti- 
cable ;  at  leaft,  in  his  Hands. 

&rtt?<//y,whenHe  is  perpetually  calling  out  for  Help, 
and  even  demanding  the  Affiftance  of  'Ikofi,  whole  Abi- 
lities He  pretended  to  deipife,  in  the  Jnfolence  of  his 
Proiperity.  There  cannot  be  a  ftronger  Proof  of  a  Mi- 

tifter't 
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nifler*s  political  Dcceafe  than  his  defending  to  fuch 
Meanneffes ;  for  how  can  it  be  expelled  that  any  Men. 
fhould  run  the  Hazard  of  giving  their  Advice,  in  the 
moft  dangerous  Conjun&ure,  when  the  Execution  of  it 
i*  put  into  fuch  bungling  Hands ;  efpecially,  if  their  Ad- 
vice hath  been  often  rejected  with  Contempt,  before 
Things  were  brought  to  fuch  an  Extremity  1  Bcfides, 
any  Body  may  fee  the  Defign  otTbofe,  who  make  this 
ridiculous  Demand  ;  which  is  only  to  fcreen  and  juftify 
their  future  Blunders ;  for  if  eicher  Peace,  or  War, 
fnouid  be  adviie.i  and  purfucd,  to  the  manifeft  Dilho- 
nour  and  Prejudice  of  the  Nation,  a  dtfpsrate  Snifter 
would  certainly  endeavour  to  lay  all  the  Blame  upon 
Tbo(e,  whooffcr'd  Him  their  Advice,  though  it  might 
be  intirely  owing  to  hij  own  Mifconditft. 

Thirdly,  a  Minijitr  is  certainly  in  fucb  a  State,  when 
People  are  continually  enquiring  Who  is  to  fucceed  Him* 
and  He  himfelf  is  known  to  be  deiirous  of  making  hit 
Exit,  provided  He  were  aflfurcd  of  not  being  cal?d 
to  Account,  and  that  He  might  be  fuffer'd  to  depart  in 
Peace. 

The  laft  Sign  I  fhall  mention  of  fuch  a  living  defunR 
Stiitffman  i<,  \vhen  all  the  Books,  P-a-mphlets  and  Papers, 
written  in  his  Defence,  are  io  far  from  doing  him  any 
Good,  tint  they  ferve  only  to  exafperate  People  the 
more  againft  Him,  and  plunge  Him  deeper  in  the 
Mire. 

When  I  reflect  on  this  Particular,  I  cannot  forbear 
wondering  at  a  certain,  honourable  Gentleman,  ftiil  actu- 
ally in  the  Land  of  the  Living,  who  hath  fuffer'd  a  Set 
of  MJfcreants,  for  (bveral  Years  pad,  to  call  Themselves 
his  Advocates,  ani  even  mide  Ufe  of  his  Power  to 
prop-igAte  their  Jcandalous  Trumpery  through  the  King- 
dom. k 

\  am  ftill  farther  furprized  to  find  that,  after  They 
have  deilroy'd  feveral  Papers,  as  well  as  bis  own  Repa*. 
t'ition,  under  the  Pretence  of  defending  it,  He  mould 

encourage 
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encourage  Them  to*  ASSOCIATE  Themfelves,  a»They 
call  it,  and  come  out,  with  an  Air  Qil&ilbarity,  under  the 
Tide  of  the  DAILY  GAZETTEER.  He  hath  already 
had  weekly,  quartan  and  tertian  Apologies,  in  Abun- 
dance ;  and  now,  it  feems,  He  thinks  a  quotidian  one  ne- 
ceflary,  and  is  refolved  to  give  it  the  moft  exterllve  dr- 
t illation.  What  can  be  the  Meaning  of  all  Thi-  r  Do 
his  Meafures  grow  every  Day  worfe  ;  or  is  the  Number 
of  his  Adversaries  increased  ?  At  this  rate,  We  may  ex- 
pect, in  a  little  Time,  to  fee  a  Morning,  a  Nwfl,  and  an 
Evening  Paper,  every  Day  publifh'd,  in  the  lame  glo- 
rious Caufe.  But,  perhaps,  He  had  a  Mind  to  try  what 
Clulbing  of  Wits  would  do,  after  They  had  all  fail'd  in 
their  feptirate  Slate ;  and  as  nine  'Taylors  are  generally 
allow'd  to  make  a  Man,  He  might  fuppofe  that  twenty 
or  thirty  Scribbler:  \voulJ,  at  leaft,  make  one  tolerable 
Writer. 

When  the  firfl  Notice  was  given  Us  of  this  prcjefttti 
AJficiaiion,  it  was  natural  to  fxippofe  that  the  worthy 
Gentlemen,  who  compofe  it,  would  pump  all  their  Brain?, 
and  ftrain  very  hard  to  fet  out,  at  lea  ft,  with  a  little 
Smartnefs ;  but  when  I  behold  their  firft  fix  Day} 
Work,  I  am  aftonifh'd  even  at  their  Dultnefi  ;  and  can- 
not forbear  exclaiming,  with  our  incomparable  Laurcat, 
that  They  have  out-done  all  their  former  Ont-doirgs  / 

It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  there  may  ftill  be  a  very 
confidence  Referve  behind  ;  for  the  learned  and  rno.Jj?it 
Mr.  Waffing&aMtfeetiis  to  promifeUs,  in  his  Introduc- 
tion to  this  new  political  Farrago,  that  all  the  GENTLE- 
MEN of  the  COURANT,  as  well  as  fever  al  Others,  are 
to  contribute  their  Quotas  towards  it.  Now,  Carus, 
Freeman,  the  political  Upholder er,  and  the  renown'd  Sir 
A.  B.  C.  who  diitinguifh'd  Himfelf,  in  fo  eminent  a 
Manner,  againft  Mr.  Ward"**  Pcpfo  Pill-Plot,  have  not 
yet  made  their  Appearance  ;  and  every  Body  mult  allow 

*  See  tbtfirjt  Daily  Gazetteer,  Monday  June  the  \ot 
'735- 

Them 
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Them  to  be  Gentlemen  of  moft  acute  Wit,  as  well  as 
unquellionable  Judgment.  Nay,  it  is  more  than  pof- 
fible  that  the  Hyp-Do clor,  the  Corn-cutter,  and  the  quon- 
dam Author  of  the  flying-Poft,  who  are  likewife  Men  of 
Humour,  as  well  as  Argument,  may  he  lifted  under  Mr. 
Waifingbani,*  Banner,  and  are  to  mount  Guard,  upon 
particular  Occafions. 

In  this  Cafe,  Mr.  V divers,  I  really  tremble  for  You, 
as  well  as  for  Mr.  Fog,  and  am  at  Lofs  to  think  how 
You  will  be  able  to  withftand  the  continual  AfTaults  of 
fuch  &  formidable  Confederacy.  You  ieem,  methinks,  to 
be  in  much  the  fame  Condition  with  the  poor  Emperor, 
though  I  hope  the  minifterial  Allies  will  never  drive 
You  to  the  fame  Extremities. 

It  is  not  their  Number  only,  but  the  artful  Dilpojltion 
oftkcir  "Troops,  which  gives  me  Uneafinefs  ;  for  their  ex- 
perienced Commander,  General  walflnghdm,^v$s-\g 
to  underftand,  in  his  Manifefto  before-mention'd,  that 
They  Jball  not preferve  any  Fo RM  OF  CH A R  A c T E R  upon 
the  whole  ;  and  that  every  Gentleman  will  only  be  ac- 
countable for  HIMSELF;  fo  that  You  will  never  know 
where  to  have  Them  ;  but  what  One  aflerts,  Another 
may  deny  ;  though  all  will  readily  concur,  as  He  a  flu  res 
Us,  in  giving  the  utmoft  Ajjiftance  to  each  other,  and 
in  promoting  the  GREAT  END  of  thefe  Writings. 

Sure  never  was  there  a  moizfubtle  Combination  f  — 
In  ordinary  Leagues,  offenfive  and  defensive,  as  This 
Jeems  to  be,  the  contracting  Parties  are  not  obliged  to 
iupport  cucb  other  in  any  Meafures,  which  are  not  in 
dire«5l  Puriuance  of  the  common  Caufe,  or  which  They 
do  not  approve,  and  will  not  undertake  to  defend  ;  nay, 
We  have  even  feen  fame  Powers  refufe  to  affift  their  Al- 
ttfj,  \vhom  They  have  actually  drawn  into  a  Scrape,  and 
to  oppoie  Thofe,  whom  They  are  perpetually  reprefen- 
ing  as  the  taofl  diingert/us  Enemies  of  Europe.  But  thefe 
Grultftreet  Confer  trait's  have  agreed,  You  fee,  to  Hand 
by  one  another  in  all  Points,  whether  right  of  wrong, 

and 
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and  to  fall  upon  every  Body,  like  Gregory's  Gang,  who 
prefumes  to  interrupt  Them  in  the  Purfuh  of  their  Booty. 

The  General's  R-eafon  for  entering  imo/*r£  extraor- 
tiary  Engagements  is  equally  curious  and  fokHerly.  It 
is,  fays  He,  to  vindicate  PUB  LICK  AUTHORITY  from 
the  rude  Infults  ofbaje  and  abufive  Pens,  &f.  —  I  won- 
der He  did  not  add,  for  the  Settlement  of  the  PUBLICS 
TRANQ^UILITY,  and  the  BALLANCE  OF  EUROPE  ; 
which  is  commonly  one  Article  in  mort  of  the  modern 
Declarations  of  War.  But  what  gives  Me  the  greateft 
Pleafure  in  tbit  Piece,  is  the  noble  Spirit  exprefs'd  in  it 
againft  Rudenefs,  Infults,  bafe  and  abvfive  Pens  ;  which 
are  certainly  Weapons,  that  a  gallant  Hero  will  always 
fcorn  to  employ  ;  and  which  nobody  can  charge  Mr. 
Waifirtgbam,  or  any  of  his  Confederates,  with  having 

ever  uied.  I  heartily  wifh  that  all  Writers  would 

copy  after  fo  ilhiftrious  an  Ex  ample  ! 

Indeed,  Mr.D'Jnvers,  my  Heart  akes  for  You,  when 
I  conflde"r  thefe,  and  feveral  other  Advantages,  which 
the  minifterial  Jljficiates\iw<i  over  You.  I  once  thought 
of  advifing  You  to  let  tip  your  own  Standard  again fc 
Them,  and  make  no  Doubt  that  You  would  foon  have 
Volunteers  enough  to  meet  Them  every  Day  in  the 
Field  ;  but  then  They  Itraggle  about  in  little  Parties,  and 
lurk  in  fuch  By»Puues,  that  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  find  Them  our,  or  to  follow  Them  without 
a  good  Number  of  Peft-Horfes.  However,  I  think  This 
a  proper  Time  to  introduce  your  Sifter  Dorothy,  and  the 
two  young  Gentlemen,  your  Ntfbczvs,  to  the  Publick  ; 
efpec'ially  thegood  Lady  ;  for  fince  the  Confederates  have 
got  an  Heroine  in  tteir  Army,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  iee 
one  in  Your?, 

But  in  the  mean  Time,  You  have  one  Point,  which 
Teems  to  gravel  Them  forcly,  and  upon  which  none  of 
the  Afftciftfi  have  yet  dared  to  fay  a  Word,  in  A^indi- 
•cation  of  their  honourable  Patron,  though  often  calj'd 
upon,  ard  defy 'd  to  doit.  Tcu  and  the  Reader  will 
•immediately  perceive  that  I  .mean  the  famous,  or  rather 

infamouf, 


* 
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infamous,  BANK-CONTRACT  ;  a  Point  of  the  utmolt 
Coniequence  ;  and  to  which  Men  of  all  Parties  have 
waited  for  an  Anfwer,  or  the  Promife  of  an  Anfwer, 
with  the  utmoft  Impatience,  for  many  Weeks  part. 

Let  me  therefore  adviie  You,  Mr.  WAnwrs,  not  to 
enter  into  any  farther  Argument  with  Them,  till  They 
have  clear 'd  up  this  Point.  Prefs  it  home  to  Them, 
every  Week  ;  and  infift  upon  either  a  Juftification  of 
it,  or  an  Acknowledgment  of  their  Defeat.  Nay,  if  I 
was  in  your  Place,  I  would  go  farther,  and,  like  Harry 
Hot/fur, 


vldjind  Him,  when  He  lies  a/hep, 
And  in  bis  Ear;  Pd  bellow  the  BANK-CONTRACT  ; 
Nay,  Pdbavea  Starling^cw/d'  be  taught  to  Jpeak 
Nothing  but  the  BAN  K-Co  N  T  R  A  c  T . 

And  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  ihould  take  no  No- 
tke,of  this  Charge  hinifelf,  nor  lay  it  in  Command  upon 
any  of  his  Mercenaries,  it  muft  ftand  pro  Confejfi ;  in 
which  Cafe,  He  is  certainly  a  dead  Man,  according  to 
Arifiopbana,  whatever  the  Law  may  decide,  and  the 
Undertakers  have  a  Right  to  his  Body.  D.  R, 


VOL.  XIV  E  SATUR- 
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Some  Remarks  en  the  Daily  Gazetteer  of  Wednefday 
the  gth  Lift  ant,  relating  to  the  Cafe  of  the  BANK- 
CONTRACT. 

N  E  of  the  mlmflenal  Confederates,  or 
perhaps  the  Minifter  himfdf,  hath  at 
Length  given  us  a  Glois  upon  the 
memorable  Affair  of  the  BANK-CON- 
TRACT ;  which  is  fb  mean  a  Piece  of 
Prevarication,  that  I  might  be  eafily  ex- 
cufed  from  taking  any  Notice  of  it  ;  but  when  I  con- 
fider  the  Importance  of  the  Thing  itfelf,  and  how  ma- 
ny Thoufands  of  innocent  Families  were  utterly  ruinM 
by  it,  I  cannot  let  it  pafs  without  fome  farther  Ex- 
planation . 

The  Author  of  this  Paper,  now  under  Confide- 
ration,  hath  not  confined  Himfelf  to  the  Cafe  of  the 
BANK-CONTRACT,  but  rambled  into  feveral  Reflecti- 
ons on  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  Soutbfea  Scheme 
in  general ;  and  therefore  I  mail  premiie  iomething  on 
the  fame  Head. 

He  tells  us  that  the  honourable  Perfoti,  who  ftands 
charged  with  this  rnfamtus  Tranjaftien,  "  \vas  always 
"  an  Enemy  to  the  $<»(tkfea  Scheme  ;  that  He  opposed 
"  it,  when  it  was  firit  propofed  ;  faw  the  Aliichief, 
"  that  it  was  big  with  ;  and  avoided  all  Dealings  and 

"  Traffick  in  it. But  This  is  fo  far  from   being 

true,  that  it  hath  been  already  proved,  in   the  Cafe  of 
ibe  finkijtg  fund,    and  upon  feveral  other  Occafions, 

that 
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that  nobody  contributed  more  to  the  Calamities  of 
thole  Times,  or  turn'd  tiiem  more  to  his  Advantage, 
than  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf,  however  He 
may  now  think  lit  to  deny  it,  or  endeavour  to  difguife 
it. 

In  the  firft  Place,  it  ought  to  be  remember'd  that  He 
propofed  a  Scheme,  in  the  Year  1716,  whilft  He  was  in 
a  Place  of  great  Power,  for  paying  off  the  national  Debts, 
by  forcing  in  the  Irredeemable*  upon  his  own  Terms ; 
which  ftruck  at  the  Foundation  of  all  publick  Faith  in 
luch  a  Manner,  that  it  raifed  a  general  Clamour  amongft 
the  Proprietors,  and  even  his  good  Friends  of  the  Bank 
were  the  loudeft  in  it. 

Soon  after  This,  the  honourable  Gentleman  being  dif- 
milVd  from  his  Employments,  another  Scheme  was  pro. 
poied  by  the  mw  Officers  of  the  Revenue,  for  taking  in 
the  Redeemable;  only  ;  which  being  confillent  -with 
Parliamentary  Credit,  the  Bank  and  Soutbfea  Company 
not  only  coniented  to  a  Reduction  of  their  own  Inter  efi, 
but  enabled  the  Publick  to  reduce  above  nine  Millions 
more  to  5  per  Cent,  by  engaging  to  advance  four.  Milli- 
ons and  an  eatf\x£rrtt&  Them,  if  it  mould  be  wanted, 
for  redeeming  and  paying  oft" the  Lottery  AcJs  of  the  Qth 
and  loth  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  Banker's  Debt. 

Let  the  World  therefore  judge  which  was  the  moft 
equitable  Scheme  ;  That,  which  was  projected  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  and  proved  abortive  ;  or  That, 
which  was  afterwards  propofed,  and  took  Effect. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  fame  Gentleman,  being 
ftillout  of  Power,  oppofed  the  Souihfca  Company's  Pro- 
pofal,  in  the  Year  1719,  and  fpirited  up  the  Bank  to 
bid  againft  Them  ;  but  This  is  fo  far  from  proving  that 
He  was  always  an  Enemy  to  the  Scheme  itfelf,  that  it 
is  an  Argument  to  the  contrary,  and  implies  the  ilrong- 
eft  Approbation  of  it.  The  only  Cornell  was,  who 
Jhould  have  the  Execution  of  this  Scheme  ;  and  Bank- 
Stock  being,  at  that  Time,  confiderably  higher  than 
Soutbfea,  the  former  were  pexfuaded  that  They  could 
E  2  afford 


CRAFTS  MAN.    N°  471 

afford  more  for  it  than  the  latter.  Every  Body  knows 
that  the  Bank  actually  bid  Jive  Millions  for  it  ;  which 
was  more  by  three  Millions  and  an  halftiun  the  South- 
fen  Company  ofter'd  at  firft  ;  but  as  all  Competitions,  of 
this  Nature,  are  apt  to  run  into  Extravagance,  They 
we  re  at  laft  induced  to  bid  feven  Millions,  rathfr  than 
let  the  Bank  have  it.  This  gave  Rife  to  the  general  In- 
latuation,  which  afterwards  prevail'd  amongft  all  Ranks 
of  People,  from  the  vain  Hopes  of  exorbitant  Advan- 
tages, and  laid  the  Foundation  of  all  the  Calamities, 
which  enfued  upon  the  Execution  of  the  Soutbfea 
Scheme  ;  for  admitting  of  as  much  Mifmar.agcmcnt  in  it 
as  tbefe  Writers  pleafe,  I  believe  nobody  will  pretend 
to  deny  that  the  ill  Succefs  of  it  was,  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure,  owing  to  the  Mad nefs  of  the  Times,  and  the  mon- 
ftrous  Premium  They  contracted  to  give  for  it  j  or  to 
affert  that  We  fhould  have  been  in  a  much  better  Con- 
dition, if  the  Bank  had  prevail'd,  inftead  of  the 
Soutbfea  Company. 

How  therefore  can  it  be  faid,  with  any  Colour  of 
Truth,  Reafbn,  or  Juftice,  *  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman is  not  refponftble  ftrr  any  Southfea  Tranfaflion  of 
the  Tear  1720  ;  when  it  appears  that  He  blew  up  the 
Coals  of  Contention  between  the  two  Companies,  which 
occadon'd  all  the  fubfequent  Misfortunes ;  efpecially,  if 
it  fhould  be  true,  as  We  are  given  to  underftand  in  the 
•\CafeoftheJinkingFund,  that  the  Bank  did  not  de- 
fiil  from  bidding  again  (I  the  Southfea  Company,  till 
HE  found  his  private  Advantage  in  engaging  Them 
to  do  it  ? 

But  farther.  Does  He  think  that  We  have  forgot 
his  TWO  NOTABLE  SCHEMES,  much  about  the  feme 
Time  ;  ONE,  for  ingrafting  the  whole  Capital  of  the 
Bank  into  the  Southiea  Company,  -valuing  the  latter  at 
600  /.  per  Cent,  the  ornER,/0r  eonfslidating  the  three 
great  Companies  into  one,  and  dividing  the  Debts  of  the 

*  Confederations,  p.  88.  f  P.  100. 

Nation 
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Nation  among  'Them  ?  Mr.  +  Trencbard  treated  the  lafl 
eftbefe  Schemes  as  a  Confpiracy  to  give  up  the  'whole 
Nation  into  their  Hands. 

I  now  come  to  the  Point  immediately  in  Difpute  ; 
and,  in  order  to  fee  it  in  a  true  Light,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  give  the  Reader  a  fliort  State  of  the  Cafe,  as  it 
{lands  between  the  Confiderer  and  the  Author  of  the 
Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund. 

Thzformer  tells  us  that,  upon  the  firft  Appearance  of 
a  general  Diftrefs,  in  the  Year  1 7  20,  the  honourable 
Gentleman  ||  "  was  fent  for  up  out  of  the  Country  ; 
"  and  as  He  was  then  thought  to  have  fome  Credit 
*'  with  the  Bank,  He  was  defired  to  exert  it  in  Behalf 
"  of  the  Southfea  Company,  by  prevailing  on  the  Bank 
"  to  circulate  a  Number  of  their  Bonds. 

It  .is  farther  acknowledged,  <e  that  the  honourable 
"  Per/on  did  accordingly  come  up  to  Town,  and  had 
"  a  Meeting  with  a  Committee  of  each  Company,  at  the 
"  Pojl-pitifter-Genera.Fs  Houfe,  in  the  Prefence  oifeve- 
"  ral  other  Gentlemen  in  the  Adminijlration. 

'•'  That  after  fome  Hours  fpent  in  Conference  at  this 
"  Meeting,  the  Bank  was  •prevail'1  d  upon  to  yield ;  and 
"  that  it  was  then  thought  proper  to  have  fomething 
"  reduced  into  Writing,as  a  Minute  of  the  Subitarice  oif 
"  what  had  been  under  Coniideration,  and  to  ferve^as 
"  a  Foundation  of  *  future  Agreement,  or  Ccntrafty  to 
* '  be  made  between  the  two  Companies. 

"  That  there  was  (ome  little  Difpute,  who  fhould 
"  write  down,  or  draw  the  Minute;  but  it  being  the 

«J  general  Defire  that  Mr.  W fhould  doit,  in  the 

•'  Prefence  of  the  whole  Meeting,  He  jput  down  in 
*'  Writing,  what  hath  ever  ii nee  beencaird,.the.BANK> 
"  CONTRACT.  . 

The  Confiderer  tlien  gives  us  a  Copy  of  'this  Mi- 
nute, as  He  calls  it, ;  which  is,  .indeed/ a  very  imper- 

\  Catis  Letters,  ^d  Edit.   Vol.    i.  /.  44. 
jj  Confederations,  p.  85. 
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fefi  Draught,  having  neither  Style,  Title,  or  Pream- 
ble to  it,  and  the  moft  material  Articles  being  left  blank. 

He  tells  Us  that  this  Meeting  was  on  the  igth  of  Sept. 
1720  ;  and  then  adds  the  following  AiTertion. 

*  f  «  This  is  all,  that  was  wrote  by  Sir  R.  W , 

««  at  this  or  <M?y  effor  Titne,  relating  to  this  Affair  ;  and 
«'  I  have  been  allured,  in  the  future  Meetings  upon  thii 
"  Bufinefs,  He  Was  never  once  prefent. 

On  the  other  Hand,  it  is  afferted,  by  the  Cafe-Wri- 
ter, -f-f-  "  that  there  was  another  Meeting  upon  this  Bu- 
*'  finefs,  four  Days  after;  viz.  on  Friday  Sept.  23  > 
«'  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  was  prefent  at  /to 
•'  Meeting,  and  drew  up  another  Paper,  between  the 
"  /R>0  Companies,  which  had  not  only  a  T"///?,  but  the 
«*  Blanks  were  fill'd  up.  and  the  Bank  exprefly  agreed 
"  to  fubfcribe  their  Capital  Stock  of  3,775,000  I.  into 
«*  the  Southfea  Company  at  400  /.  per  Cent ;  with  feme 
•*  ether  particular  Articles  between  Them. 

The  Author  of  the  Cafe  hath  given  us  a  Copy  of  this 
Paper,  which  He  fays  was  always  call'd  the  BAN K- 
•CONTRACT,  and  even  aflures  Us  that  the  ORIGINAL 
•was  then  lying  before  Him,  in  Sir  R.  W<  — 's  own 
HAND-WRITING. 

Here  therefore  are  two  direft  Contraries  afTerted  ; 
both  of  which  cannot  be  true  ;  and  as  the  Point  in  De- 
bate is  a  Matter  of  very  great  Importance,  which  hath 
long  been  litigated,  the  Publick  feem'd  to  expeft  that  it 
fliould  be  clear'd  up  ;  efpecially,  when  ir  was  brought 
to  fo  ihort  an  Iffue.  But  the  miniftcrial  Advocates  were 
immediately  {truck  dumb ;  and,  though  frequently 
call'd  upon,  refufcd  to  plead  upon  this  Point ;  in  Hopes, 
I  prefume,  that  it  would  dye  away  before  the  Winter 
came  on.  At  laft,  when  They  found  Themfelves  diiap- 
pointed  in  this  Expectation,  an  anonymous  Writer  fteals 
out  in  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  and  pretends  to  take  up  the 

*  -f-  Conjideralisns,  p.   88. 

f  f  Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund,  p.   104. 
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Gauntlet ;  but  He  only  vapours  about  at  a  Dijlance  ; 
and  dares  not  come  to  a  clofe  Engagement. 

He  begins  with  calling  this  Charge,  about  the  BANK- 
CONTRACT,  a  not  able  Piece  of  exploded  Scandal  re- 
vived again  ;  though  He  coafefles,  in  a  Line  or  two  af- 
ter, that  He  knows  nsthing  mere  of  the  Tranfafiion  than 
what  He  hath  collefled  from  the  two  Pamphlets  above- 
mention1  d.  The  Charge,  indeed,  is  of  a  pretty  long 

flanding,  and  hath  been  often  repeated  ;  but  it  is  fo  fat- 
from  being  exploded,  that  I  do  not  remember  any  At- 
tempt to  anfwer  it,  in  Form,  till  the  Author  of  the  Con' 
federations  undertook  that  Task,  and  promifed  to  give  us 
an  authentick  Account  of  the  whole  Affair.  Befides,  if 
this  Writer  ( I  mean  the  Gazetteer }  knows  no  more 
of  the  Matter  than  He  pretends,  He  had  much  better 
have  let  it  alone  ;  for,  inftead  of  vindicating  the  honou- 
rable Gentleman*  He  only  makes  his  Caufe  worfe,  and 
fliews  to  what  wretched  Expedients  He  is  reduced. 

Having  itated  the  Proceedings  at  \hsfirft  Meeting  in 
much  the  lame  Manner  as  they  appear  in  the  Confedera- 
tions, He  conies  to  the  REAL  BANK-CONTRACT,  as  it 
was  drawn  up  at  the  fecond  Meeting  ;  but  quotes  it  very 
unfairly  ;  for  He  hath  left  out  both  the  Tit/e  and  the 
Conclujion,  which  are  material,  and  then  goes  on  thus. 

"  Whether  the  honourable  Per/on  was  only  at  one  of 
"  thefe  Meetings,  and  drew  up  only  the  former  Wri- 
"  ting,  as  the  Author  of  the  Confederations  ailed  ges ;  or 
"  whether  He  was  at  both,  and  diew  up  the  latter 
"  Writing  likevvife  ;  is  a  Faft,  which  I  cannot  pretend 
"  to  determine  j  nor  perhaps  the  honourable  Gentleman 
"  himielf,  after  I'uch  a  Diftance  of  Time ;  it  being  near 
"  fifteen  Tears  ago,  and  after  fuch  a  Multitude  of  other 
"  Affairs  intervening,  which  might  occafion  fuch  a 
"  Circumftance  to  flip  the  happicft  and  ftrongeft  Memo- 
"  ry  ;  luppofing,  for  Argument's  Sake,  what  the  Author 

"  of  the  Cafe   of  the  finking  FundaGkrts,  to  be  true 

"  Though  it  is  poffible  the  whole  may  be  a  forgery ;  nor 
•'  would  it  be  any  Want  of  Charity  to  conclude  it  to  be 

fo, 
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"  fo,  without  better  Evidence  to  fupport  it  than  hath 
'*  yet  been  produced . 

I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  Courfe  of  fif- 
teen Yean  is  a  pretty  long  Term  for  any  Minifter  ;  and 
that  the  honourable  Gentleman  hath  certainly  had  a  Mul- 
titude cf  other  Affairs  upon  his  Hands,during  that  Time. 
It  is  likewiie  very  probable  that  He  may  not  have  one  of 
the  happiefl  andftrongeft  Memories.  But, of  all  Things  in 
the  World,  I  cannot  imagine  how  it  was  poffibk  for  Him 
to  forgetyar/6  a  Circumftance  as  this,  which  was  attended 
with  ib  many  remarkable  Particulars ;  fmce  He  not 
only  came  up  to  Town,  on  Purpofe,  but  it  is  plain  from, 
the  Confiderations  (  which  every  Body  looks  upon  as  his 
own)  that  the  true  Bank-Contraft,  of  the  23d  of  Sept. 
was  then  lying  before  Him,  as  well  as  the  pretended  one. 
of  the  19th  ;  for  He  gives  us  the  *  Subftance  of  it,  in 
Part,  exactly  enough  ;  and  then  breaks  off  with  an  &c. 
—  As  to  the  Meeting  of  the  igth,  and  the  Paper  then 
drawn  up,  He  is  even  minutely  circumftantia],  and 
feems  to  remember  every  Particular,  as  well  as  if  it  had 
happen'd  but  yelterday.  Now,  it  is  very  .  fupprizing 
to  Me,  that  his  Memory  mould  ieive  Him  fo  well  as  to 
one  ofthefe  Papers,  and  fail  Him  inttrely  as  to  the  other ; 
though  the  fame  Diftance  of  Time,  and  the  fame  Variety 
of  other  Jffairs,  have  intervened  between  both ;  nay,what 
is  Hill  mo"re  remarkable,  though  the  Paper,  which  He 
remembers  fo  exaclly,  was  immediately  dropt ;  and  the 
other,  which  He  pretendno  have  forgot,  fubfiited  almoft 
two  Tears  afterwards,  and  occallon'd  a  Multitude  of 
Difputes. 

Let  This  fuffice  as  to  the  Gentleman's  MEMORY. — 
'But  it  is  infmuated,  in  the  fame  Paragraph,  that  the 
whole  Story  of  this-  ORIGINAL  BANK-CONTRACT  is 
nothing  but  a  FORGERY.  This  Infmuation  is  repeated, 
with  great  Confidence,  in  feveral  other  Places  of  the. 
fame  Paper;  particularly  in  one,  where  it  is  faid,  that 

*  Confederations,  p.  83. 
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there  is  all  the  Reafon  imaginable  to  believe  it  to  be  fo  > 
but  as  the  Author  hath  not  any  where  dared  to  infill 
upon  it,  in  direft  Terms,  it  ought  to  be  look'd  upon  as 
another  wretched  Piece  of  Prevarication,  which  almoil 
amounts  to  a  Confejjton  of  Guilt. 
For  my  own  Part,  I  am  very  well  affured  that  there  is 
I'ucb  a  genuine  Paper  notv  in  Being  ;  which  feveral  Gen- 
tlemen, well  acquainted  with  the  Hand,  have  already 
feen;  and  I  believe  there  is  not  one  Perfon,  of  any 
Party,  in  the  whole  Kingdom,  who  can  make  any 
Doubt  of  the  Truth  of  it,  after  what  hath  pafs'd  on  both 
Sides. 

But  if  the  honourable  Perfon  hath  any  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve it  a  Forgery  ;  why  does  not  He  endeavour  to  de- 
tefl  it,  and  do  Himfelf  Juflice?  There  are  feveral  Gen- 
tlemen ttill  living,  who  were  prefent  at  tbofe  Meetings, 
either  as  Witnejfes,  or  Parties,  to  the  Proceedings  there. 
It  is  poffible  that  fomeof  Them  may  h&vcftronger  Me- 
mories than  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf,  and  be 
able  to  recolleft  whether  He  was  at  the  Meeting  of  the 
z^d;  or  Who  it  was,  that  drew  up  the  Paper,  which 
is  now  imputed  to  Him. 

Nay,  perhaps,  He  might  find  upon  Enquiry  that  He 
not  only  drew  up  this  Paper,  but  made  two  Copies  from 
it,  in  his  own  Hand- writing  }  viz.onz  for  each  Com- 
pany ',  and  I  have  heard  it  whifperM  about  that  it  coft 
Him  fome  Trouble  to  get  upTftefe  ;  but,  it  feems,  He 
forgot  the  Original ;  or  might  poffibly  think  that  it  was 
loft,  after  fucb  a  Diftante  of  Time,  and  a  Multitude  of 
other  Affairs.  This  feems  to  have  been  the  fatal  Miftake, 
and  what  drew  Him  into  fuch  an  awkard  Dilemma. 

But  I  find  my  Remarks,  upon  this  Subjeft,  running 
into  a  much  greater  Length  than  I  propofed  at  firft,  and 
therefore  mall  refcrve  the  Remainder  for  our  next.  D. 
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"^  Conclufion  of  our  La/I. 

H  E  Gazetteer  having  endeavour'd  to 
vindicate  the  honourable  Gentleman  from 
the  Charge  of  publi'.hing  a  wilful  Falf- 
hood,  by  pleading  #^»/  ^  Memory,  on 
0#£  Side,  and  fuggeiting  a  Forgery  on  the 
0//£w,  which  I  have  fufficiently  expofed 
in  my  laft,  He  proceeds  in  the  following  Manner. 
"  But  however  That  may  be  ;  whether  the  Author 
of  the  Confederations  is  miftaken  in  his  AiTertion  ;  or 
whether  the  Author  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Jinking  Fund 
hath  been  impofed  upon  in  his,  which  is  at  leaft  full 
as  likely  as  the  other  ;  it  feems  to  Me  to  be  very  lit- 
tle to  the  Purpofe,  whichever  of  Them  happens  t9  be 
in  the  Right ;  and  that  one  might  even  venture  to 
allow  the  latter  to  be  fo,  without  making  any  Diffe- 
rence in  the  true  State  of  the  Queftion,  which  does 
not  turn  at  all  upon  the  Circumitances  of  Time,  or 
Place,  or  whether  there  was  one,  or  more  Propofa/s, 
or,  if  They  will,  Contracts  in  Writing,  or  by  Whom 
they  were  drawn  up. 

This  is  really  a  moft  admirable  Way  of  Reafoning, 
and  favours  very  much  of  a  certain  Gentleman"1*  Logick, 
whom  I  have  often  heard  in  publick  Affemblies.  But 
if  neither  the  Circum (lances  of  Time,  or  Place,  of  Per- 
fons,  or  Fails,  make  any  Difference  in  the  true  State  of 
the  ^uejlion,  and  it  is  of  little,  or  no  Confequeiice,  which 
happens  to  be  in  the  Right,  as  to  thefe  Particulars ;  I 
mould  be  glad  to  know  why  the  Author  of  the  Confider- 
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ations  thought  it  neceflary  to  drefs  up  fuch  a  SOLEMN 
FA LS HOOD,    and   endeavour  to  impofe  it  upon  the 
World. — But  let  us  fee  where  the  Gazetteer  apprehends 
the  Strefs  of  the  Argument  to  lye. 
««  All,  fays  He,  that  is  material  to  be  confider'd,  is, 
who  was  the  Author  of  fuch  Propolals ;  and  not, 
whofet  them  down  in  Writing  ?  or,  in  other  Words, 
who  fftjgSed  the  Bank-Contra  fl,  not  who  drew  it ; 
for  if  there  was  any  Thing  iniquitous  in  that  Bargain, 
the  former  are  anfwerable  for  it,  and  not  the  latter. 
Here  again  I  mutt  beg  Leave  to  difTent  from  this  ex- 
cellent Writer ;  for  I  think  it  a  much  left  material  Point 
who  was,properly  fpeaking,  the  Author  of  this  Cotttraft, 
or  originally  projected  it,  than  who  drew  it,  or  fet  it 
down  in  Writing  ;    becaufe  fucb  a  Central  might  be  a 
very  good  Expedient,  at  that  Time,  to  relieve  the  ge- 
neral Diftreflbs  of  the  Nation,  if  it  had  been  honeilly 
executed  ;  nor  was  it  ever  faid  that  there  was  any  Thing 
iniquitous  in  the  Bargain  itfelf.     But  the    Charge  is, 
that  the  honourable  Gentleman  firft  induced  the  Bank  to 
come  into  it,    with  a  particular  View,  and  afterwards 
releafed  Them  from  the  Obligation  of  it,  when  his  pri- 
vate Purpofe  was  ferved  ;  by  which  Means,  a  Multi- 
tude of  unhappy  People,  who  had  before  efcaped  all  the 
Calamities  of  the  Year,  were  abfolutely  ruin'd,  and  the 
Nation  was  obliged  to  remit  two  Millions,  for  making 
up  the  Difference  between  the  Bank  and  the  Soutbfea 
Company. 

But  let  us  hear  this  egregious  Writer  a  little  far- 
ther.— He  tells  us,  "  that  the  Propofal  for  fubfcribing 
"  3,700,000  /.  into  the  Stock  of  the  Soutbfea  Company 
"  feems  to  have  been  a  Thing  flatted  by  Thofe  con- 
"  cern'd  for  the  Soutbfea  Company,  at  this  Meeting, 
"  (i.e.  the  jirjl  Meeting,  on  the  igth)  without  any 
"  previous  Notice  given  of  it,  either  to  the  Bank,  or 
"  the  honourable  Perfon,  who  was  call'd  in  for  his  Af- 
"  fiftance,  upon  this  Occafion  ;  and  looks  to  be  fome- 
' '  thing  like  a  Surprife  upon  Them,  and  what  They 
;'  were  draw n  into,  by  tbeAithoritjoffomeoftbePer- 

fans 
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"  fens  prefent,  without  being  allow'd  Time  to  confider 
"  fufficiently  of  it. 

Now  who,  I  pray,  was  fo  likely  to  draw  <Tbem  intt 
this  Propofal,  if  That  was  really  the  Cafe,  as  the  Per- 
fen,  who  was  then  thought  to  have  the  moft  Influence  up- 
tn  llem,  and  ajftually  laid  the  Foundation  of  his  Pow- 
er upon  it  ? 

But  whoever  drew  Them  into  it,  our  Author  is  o- 
bliged  to  acknowledge,  in  the  Paragraph  immediately 
following,  «'  that  this  Propofal  for  a  Subfcription  was  af- 
"  terwards  agreed  to  by  the  Direficrs  of  the  Bank,  at  a 
«'  Court  held  on  the  24th  of  September  following  ;  be- 
«'  tween  which,  and  the  firft  making  fucb  Propofal,  it 
•«  may  poflibly  be  objected,  there  was  Time  enough 
"  to  be  thoroughly  advifed  of  the  Nature  and  Confc- 
"  quences  of  this  Undertaking. 

Why  truly  fo  it  feems,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  it 
a  very  good  Objection  ;  but  the  Gazetteer  is  of  another 
Opinion  ;  and  tells  us,  "  that  it  will  be  found  to  have 
"  no  Weight,  if,  on  the  other  Hand,  it  be  confider'd 
"  what  a  Ferment  the  Spirits  of  the  People  were  in  ; 
««  how  much  it  was  raifed  by  inflaming  Papers,  at  that 
"  Time ;  the  Authors  of  which,  or  their  Patrons, 
"  watching  every  Opportunity  to  improve  it,  and  to 
"  blow  that  Fire,  tilfit  fprea'd  into  a  general  Confla- 
*'  gration  ;  and  what  better  ccnld  tbofe  Incendiaries 
*'  have  wifh'd  for,  than  the  Bank's  flying  from  THAT 
"  AGREEMENT,  or  refufing  to  ratify  what  their  Com- 
"  mitteeofDireftors  had  done  ;  or  rather,  what  They 
"  were  in  fome  Meafure  compell'd  to  do  ? 

Well  then,  here  is  a  Confeffion  at  laft  that  this  Propo- 
fal for  a  Subfcription  was  not  only  agreed  to  by  a  Ccm- 
rtittfe  of  the  Diretfors  of  the  Bank,  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember, but  ratiffd,  the  very  next  Day,  by  a  Court  of 
Diretlors ;  nay,  it  is  exprefly  calFd  an  Agreement,  in 
this  Pafiage  ;  and  I  always  apprehended  an  Argreiment 
to  be  a  Contrail.  But,  it  feems,  the  Direfii/rs  of  the  Bank 
were  trighten'd  into  it  by  the  Incendiaries,  of  thole 

Times, 
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Times,  who  watchM  all  Opportunities  to  throw  us  in- 
\otgentralConflagration.  Ihefe  Incendiaries,  no  Doubt, 
are  a  Parcel  of  very  terrible  Fellows  ;  and,  if  We  may 
believe  feme  People,  have  the  greateii  Share  in  govern- 
ing the  World.  But  if  the  Bank  was  really  afraid  ofjfy- 
it/gfrcrlt  tbeir  AGREEMENT,  at  the  latter  End  of  Sep~ 
timber,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  made  them  fo 
heroical  a  Month  or  two  afterwards. 

w  But  as  it  is  not  impofiible,  fays  He,  that  this  Pro- 
pofal  might  have  been  introduced  firft  by  Surprize, 
and  afterwards  ratifyed  through  Fear ;  (  here  tbe 
Ratification  is  again  acknowledged )  fo  neither  is  it 
impoffible  but  the  Bank,  as  wife  a  Body  of  Men  as 
They  are,  might  have  been  impofed  upon  by  falfe 
Representations  of  the  State  and  Condition  of  the 
Southfea  Company's  Affairs  ;  and  the  eafier  to  entice 
Them  into  this  Bargain,  They  might  very  proba- 
bly have  had  likewiie  Hopes,  or  Intimations,  given 
Them,  that  what  They  fhould  do  then,  to  keep  up 
the  Credit  of  the  Sotttbfea  Company,  fhould  be  made 
good  to  Them,  as  it  was  a  national  Concern,  by 
"  Parliament,  in  Cafe  They  fhould  be  any  Loiers 
<(  thereby. 

This  Paragraph  requires  a  diftinft  Consideration. 
Andjirft,  I  muft  obferve  that  it  is  nothing  to  the 
Purpofe  whether  the  Bank  made  a  good,  or  a  bad  Bar~ 
gain  for  Themlelves  in  this  Affair  ;  or  whether  They 
were  imposed  upon,  or  not.  It  was  their  Bulinefs  to  take 
CVeof  That,  before  They  came  to  any  Agreement ; 
at  !cai>,before  it  was  ratify* d  ;  and  whatever  that  Agree- 
ment waj,  They  ought  to  have  perlbrm'd  it. 

Secondly,  I  am  ready  to  believe  that  They  had  fome 
Hopes,  or  Intimations,  given  Them,  that  They  fhould 
be  no  Lofers  by  the  Bargain,-  whatever  might  be  the 
Cunfequence  of  it ;  and  accordingly,  We  find  that 
They  were  not  only  fupported  in  refilling  to  comply 
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with  it,  as  foon  as  it  began  to  turn  againft  Them,  and 
at  laft  entirely  releafed  from  it,  but  even  rewarded 
for  their  Colluficn. 

Indeed,  the  Gazetteer  is  pleafed  to  hint  that  it  was 
not  the  honourable  Gentleman,  but  fome  of  the  preceding 
Miniftry,  who  gave  the  Bank  thefe  Hopes,  or  Intimati- 
ons ;  though  I  think  it  is  much  more  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  it  was  He,  who  afterwards  made  them  good  ;  and, 
indeed,  it  was  the  undoubted  Intereit  of  the  late  Mini/- 
try, to'  make  the  Bank  perform  their  Contra El  ;  which 
would,  in  a  great  Meafure,  have  retrieved  the  Loffes, 
and  confequently  abated  the  Clamours  of  the  Times  ; 
but  They  were  obliged  to  give  Way,  and  leave  the  Me- 
rit of  compleating  the  Misfortunes  of  the  Year  to  their 
triumphant  Succeffbrs. 

"  Bur,  fays  the  Gazetteer  again,  whatever  Influence 
it  was,  that  prevaii'd  with  the  Bank  to  accept  of  this 
Prcpofal  of  the  Directors  of  the  Soutbfea  Company,  it 
does  not  appear,  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  this 
Tranfaftion,  that  it  was  either  recommended,  ap- 
proved of,  or  countenanced  by  the  honourable  Perjon, 
xvho  hath  been  fo  groundlefsly  charged  with  being 
the  Author  tf  it ;  and  though  his  drawing  a  Minute 
of  it  may  be  an  Evidence  of  \i\sjubmitting  to  it,  yet 
it  is  none  at  all  that  He  approved  it ;  much  lefs  that 
He  framed,  or  contrived  it ;  nor  could  He  have  any 
Intereft  in  doing  it. 
Good  God  !  what  will  not  this  Man  fay,  to  ferve  a 
Turn  ? Does  not  the  honourable  Gentleman  ac- 
knowledge that  He  came  up  to  Town,  in  order  to  make 
Ufe  of  his  Influence  with  the  Bank,  for  this  Purpole  ; 
and  does  it  not  appear  that  He  adlually  made  Ule  of  it  ? 
Does  not  even  this  Writer  himfelf  own,  that  the  ho- 
nourable Genleman  brought  this  Company  together,  at  the 
Poftmafter-General's  Houfe  ;  and  is  it  not  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  He  had  fome  private  Confabulations  with 
his  Friends  of  the  Bank,  before  They  came  thither  ? 
Nay,  does  it  not  appear,  beyond  Difpute,  or  at  leaft 

without 
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without  Contradiction,  that  He  was  thought  the  moft 
proper  Perfon  to  draw  up  the  Contrail  between  Them  ? 
And  why  fo  ?  For  no  other  Reafon,  as  far  as  I  can  lee, 
than  becaufe  He  was  iook'd  upon  as  the  Mediator 
bet  ween  the  Companies,  and  the  principal  Perfon  concerned 
in  tie  Agreement.  Yet  all  This,  it  feems,  is  neither 
recommending,  approving,  nor  even  countenancing  the 
Thing  ;  and  though  bis  drawing  a  Minute  of  it  may  be 
an  Evidence  of  bis  Submitting  to  it ;  yet  it  is  none  at  all 
that  He  approved  it ;  much  lefs  that  He  framed,  or  con- 
trived it.  .  .So  that  We  are  to  fuppoie  Him  to  have 
only  adled  the  Part  of  a  meer  Tool,  or  Amanuenjls 
of  the  Company. 

But  We  are  farther  told  that  He  could  not  poJJlbly  lave 
any  Intereft  in  doing  it. — What  does  the  Man  mean  ? 
Will  He  pretend  to  fay  that  nothing  was  to  be  got  by 
being  in  fo  valuable  a  Secret ;  or  that  it  did  not  furni/h 
Him  with  an  Opportunity  of  felling  out  Southfea  Stock 
at  400  /.  per  Cent,  and  buying  in  again  at  90  /.  befides 
feveral  other  Advantages,  which  have  been  already 

hinted  at,  and  are  no  Secrets  to  the  World  ? He 

might  as  well  fay  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  got  no- 
thing by  the  FORAGE  CONTRACT  ;  and  I  am  furc 
He  had  very  hard  Fate,  if  That  is  true. 

I  muft  here  take  Notice  that  the  Gazetteer  feems  to 
think  Himfelf  very  fevere  upon  SOMEBODY,  whom  He 
fuppofes  to  have  "  communicated  this  original  Con- 
"  tracJ ;  (or,  as  He  exprefles  it  immediately  after) 
"  who  REVIVED  or  Fo R G E D  this  Piece  of  Evidence ; 
"  for  it  is  indifferent  which. 

Here  again  our  Author  feems  to  be  a  little  unfortunate 
in  his  Anger;  for  if  this  original  Contract  be  really  zfcjan- 
dalous  Forgery,  as  He  fuggefts  in  feveral  Places  of  the 
fame  Paper,  why  could  not  one  Man  forge  it,  as  well  as 
another  ;  or  how,  indeed,  can  any  Body  be  properly 
faid  to  have  communicated  it  ?  This  is  a  tacit  Confeffion, 
at  leali,  that  there  was  fucb  an  original  Paper,  and  dif- 
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Covers  a  Confcioufnefs  that  it  may  be  ftill  for  th-coming 
upon  Occafion. 

But  of  all  the  Rea Toning  in  this  Paper,  the  mofl  ex- 
traordinary is;  that  REVIVING,  or  FORGING  a  Piece 
tf  Evidence  is  the  fame  Thing  ;  for  I  always  under  flood 
that  one  was  not  only  innocent,  but  praife-worthy,  a- 
.gainft  great  Offenders  ;  whereas  it  is  certain  that  the 
ether  is  punilhable  by  the  Laws,  both  of  God  and  Man. 

Befides,  who  was  the  Occafion  of  reviving  this  parti- 
<ular  Piece  of  Evidence?  Did  not  the  Author  of  the  Con- 
federations make  it  recefiary,  -by  trumping  up  a 
Sham-Contract,  and  endeavouring  to  palm  it  upon  the 
V»orld,  by  a  fcandaloits  Fa Ijboad? 

Let  me  therefore  advife  the  Gazetteer  rot  to  be  fo  free 
in  throwing  about  his  random  Charges,  for  the  future  ; 
becaufe  He  may  remember  that  a  certain  honourable  Gtn- 
tleman,  of  his  own  Acquaintance,  hath  been  fhrevvdly 
fufpec"tedof_/org7ffo>,  or  fuborning  Evidence  himfelf,  upon 
more  Occiiionsthan  one. 

But  He  tells  us  again  that,  "  fuppofing  this  Thing, 
which  this  Author  calls  the  original  Bank-Contra^}, 
'  was  genuine  ;  yet  even  This,  with  all  the  pompous 
•  Titles  beftow'd  upon  it,  will  amount  to  no  more  than 
the  other,  mention'd  in  the  Confederations  ;  a  meer 
Minute,  like  That,  of  an  Agreement  ;  or  rather  a 
Sketch  of  fomething  intended  to  be  done  ;  without 
'  Style,  Title,  or  Preamble  ;  without  any  of  the  Farms, 
'  or  even  Ejfentiah,  requifue  to  make  it  a  Contra  ft. 

Now  if  This  is  true,  Imufl  repeat  my  Queftion,  how 
it  came  to  pafs  that  the  honourable  Gentleman,  or  his 
Friend  the  Confedtrer,  mould  think  it  neceffary  for  his 
Defence  to  aflert  a  Fafjhood,  infopublicka  Manner; 
or  take  fo  much  Pains  to  conceal  the  true  Paper  from 
the  World  ?  —  Befides,  I  have  already  obferved  that 
the  Gazetteer  hath  funk  both  the  Title  and  Ccnclufeon  in 
his  Quotation;  which  uas  not  done,  I  prefume,  with- 
out fome  View.  And  now  let  us  fee  how  the  Cafe 
iUnds.  A  Committee  of  both  Companies  was  aflembled 

for 
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for  this  Purpofe ;  and  with  more  Formality,  I  believe* 
than  was  ever  known  before,  on  the  like  Occafion  ;  be- 
ing attended  by  five  of  the  principal  Perfons  in  the  Admi- 
niftrntion,  as  Witneffes  and  Guarantees  of  what  mould  be 
done  ;  for  fuch  I  apprehend  Them  to  have  been.  Tbefe 
Committees  came  at  laft  to  an  Agreement,  the  Conditi- 
ons of  which  being  reduced  into  Writing  by  the  ho- 
nourable Gintleman,  and  handed  about  feriatirn  to 
Them  all,  as  I  have  been  inform'd,  was  not  only  unani- 
moufly,  but  feparately  confented  to,  Man  by  Man. 
Upon  This,  two  fair  Copies  were  made  from  it,  by  the 
fame  Hand,  as  I  have  been  likewife  inform'd,  for  the  two 
Companies  ;  and  theO/gv'w/z/was  depofited  in  the  Hands 
of  one  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Adminiftration.  But  This 
is  not  all ;  for  it  was  the  very  next  Day  conftrm'd,  or 
ratiffd,  (as  the  Gazetteer  more  properly  exprefles  it)  by 
a  Court  of  Dire  ft  on  of  both  Companies. 

Methinks,  all  This  hath  very  much  the  Air  of  a 
Contraft  ;  and  whatever  the  Bank  might  think,  or  be 
promifed,  it  is  plain  from  the  fubfequent  Proceedings  of 
the  Southfea  Company,  that  They  look'd  upon  it  as  fuch; 
for  They  came  to  feveral  *  Refactions  not  to  agree,  up- 
on any 'Terms,  with  the  Bank,  till  They,  firft  made 
Them  Satisfaction  for  their  Contraft ';  and  never  gave 
it  up,  till  They  were  affured  by  the  honourable  Gent/e- 
tleman  that  He  would  procure  Them  the  Remiffion  of 
the  TWO  MILLIONS. 

But  fuppoiing,  in  my  Turn,  that  fome  of  the  nece£ 
fary  Forms,  to  make  it  a  binding  "Bargain,  were  actually 
wanting ;  it  cannot  furely  be  deny'd  that  it  was  fo  ma- 
raged,  as  to  make  every  Body  believe  it  a  good  Bargain  ; 
which  drew  in  Multitudes  of  cautious  People,  who  had 
avoided  all  the  Rocks  of  the  Alley  before,  and  added 
to  the  Misfortunes  of  Others,  who  had  not.  I  cannot 
defcribe  the  Mifery  and  Diltrefles,  occafioned  by  this 

*  See  the  Pa/it.  State  for  the  Yean  1720,   1721  and 

I7Z2. 

F  3  (rue! 


66          Fbe  CRAFTSMAN.    N°  473. 

true  I Scene  of  Iniquity  ;  or,  as  it  hath  been  molt  profli- 
gately calPd,  BITING  THE  BITER  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is 
almoft  needlefs  to  mention  it ;  for  the  Marks  are  not  yet 
worn  out,  nor  ;he  Wounds  heal'd  up  ;  but  flill  to  be  feen, 
as  well  as  feverely  felt,  in  Thouiands  of  the  worthieft 
Families. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  not  forget  to  take  Notice 
that  the  Gazeteer  feems  to  promife  us  another  Anfwer 
to  this  Charge  aganlft  the  honourable  Gentleman  ;  for  He 
tells  us,  "  that  He  does  not  at  all  doubt  but, in  due  Time, 
**  the  Fact  will  be  fufficiently  clear' d  up  and  explain'd, 
."  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Publick. 

Why  really  there  is  ftill  great  Need  of  it,  notvvkh- 
ftanding  all  this  worthy  Gentleman's  Pains,  and  I  don't 
care  how  foon  We  have  the  Pie ifure  of  feeing  it  ;  but, 
in  the  mean  Time,  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing Queftions  to  the  Publick. 

I .  Whether  it  does  not  now  very  plainly  appear,  that 
the  honourable  Gentleman  was  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  two  Companies,  on  the  2^d  of  Sept.  1720, 
and  there  drew  up  the  Writing  between  Them,  which 
hath  always  been  properly  calPd  the  "Bank-Cent  raft ; 
tho'  it  was  pofitively  after  ted  that  He  never  was  at  any 
ether  Meeting  than  That  on  the  i9th,  and  drew  up  no 
other  Paper  than  the  impcrfeft  Draught,  publifh'd  in 
the  Confidcrations? 

z.  Whether  He  did  not  afterwards  make  ufe  of  his 
Power  to  invalidate  this  Contract,  by  fupporting  the 
Bank  in  their  Rcfuial  to  execute  it,  as  well  as  awing 
the  Stutbfea  Company  ? 

3.  Whether  He  was  not  at  la  ft  obliged  to  compromife 
the  Affair  between  Them,  by  putting  the  Nation  to  the 
Kxpcnce  of  two*  Mi  I  lions ;  which,  by  this  Time,  would 
have  reduced  almotl_/tf«r  Mil'ioni  of  the  publick  Debt  ? 

4. Whether  He»js  not  therefore  very  jullly  refponfible 
for  all  the  ruinous  Confequcnces  cfctii^ fraudulent  Tranf- 
attion  both  to  the  PubUtki*x&  tofrivatePerfa/u? 
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If  to  all  This  We  add  the  honourable  Gentleman's 
compulfire  Scheme  again/}  the  Irredeemable;,  in  the  Year 
1716  ;  his  working  up  the  Contention  between  the  two 
Companies,  in  1719;  and  his  two  famous  ingrafting 
Sthemes  foon  afterwards  ;  with  his  late  comfortable  Doc- 
trine, that  \hzpublick  Creditors  have  no  Right  to  the//?^- 
ing  Fund,  for  the  Payment  of  their  Principal^.  are  only 
perpetual  Annuitants  at  4  per  Cent.  —  If  We  put  all 
This  together,  I  fay,  befides  many  other  clandefline 
Dealings  in  the  funds,  it  will  appear  that  nobody  ever 
trafficked  more  in  them,  and  that  He  is  the  worft  E- 
nemy  the  Proprietors  ever  had.  D. 


N°474-   SATURDAY,   Augufi  3,   1735. 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efo 

Mr.  D'A  N  v  E  R  s, 

>S  I  was  travelling  Weft-ward,  fome 
Time  ago,  in  Company  with  two  or 
three  Friends,  We  put  up  at  a  certain 
Poft-boufe  on  the  Road,  and  befpoke  a 
Couple  of  Fowls  for  Dinner.  Having 
refted  ourselves  a-while,  and  finding  our 
Stomachs  coining,  We  faunter'd.  into  the  Kitchen,  to 
fee  how  our  Dinner  went  forwards.  Jull  at  that  Time, 
the  Mail  happened  to  come  in,  and  the  Pofl-boy  -gave  a 
large  Packet  of  Letters  to  our  Landlady,  who  leem'd  to 
be  a  notable  Woman,  and  officiated  as  Cook  herielf. 
She  broke  open  the  Seal,  in  a  very  carelefs  Manner,  and 
having  taken  out  a  printed  Paper,  twifted  it  through 
lier  Hand?,  with  the  fame  Indifference,  and  was  go- 
ing to  fiuge  her  Fowls-  with  it;  upon  which  I  ask'd 

Her, 
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Her,  with  fome  Earneftnefs,  what  made  Her  burn  a 
News-Paper ;  (for  fuch  I  found  it  to  be)  without  read- 
ing it.  —  «'  Oh  !  Sir,  faid  She,  they  are  only  the  Go- 
"  vernment-Papers,  which  nobody  reads ;  and,  as  they 
«<  coft  us  nothing,  they  are  of  fome  Ufe  to  us,  upon 
««  fuch  Occafions." — I  could  not  forbear  fmiling  at  the 
natural  Simplicity  of  this  Anfwer,  which  She  deliver'd 
with  the  utmoit  Gravity  ;  and  then,  having  lighted 
the  Paper,  began  her  Operation  upon  the  Poultry.— 
However,  1  advifed  Her,  as  a  Friend,  not  to  take  the 
fame  Liberties  before  every  Body  ;  particularly  the  Ex- 
cifeman;  for  if  He  mould  fend  an  Information  up  to 
Town,  her  Husband  would  run  the  Hazard  of  lofing 
his  Place. 

Having  met  with  this  Occurrence  in  the  Country, 
which  I  am  told  is  far  from  being  finguhr,  .1  was  not 
at  all  furprized  to  find,  when  I  came  to  Town,  that  it 
was  thought  neceflary  to  make  a  new  Regulation  of 
tbefe  Tr<fOj>st  upon  the  Foot  of  a  better  Oeconomy  ; 
which  was  brought  about  and  eftabliih'd,  as  I  am  in- 
form'd,  in  the  following  Manner. 

The  GREAT  MAN,  it  feems,  finding  his  Reputation 
decline,  in  Proportion  as  his  Advocates  and  Expences 

increafed,  fent  for  the  induftrious  Mr.  P a,  his 

Mufter-Mafter  and  Proveditor-General,  upon  thefe  Oc- 
cafions ;  who  being  introduced  into  his  Clofet,  He  ad- 
drefs'd  Him,  in  Words  to  this  Effeft. 

"  The  Reafon  of  my  fending  for  You,  Mr.  P— », 
"  is  to  complain  of  tbofe  Wretches,  whom  You  have 
"  inlifted  in  my  Service.  There  never  furely  was  fuch 
"  a  ragged,  undifciplined  Rabble.  They  neither  un- 
"  deritand  the  Word  of  Command,  when  it  is  given 
"  Them,  nor  how  to  execute  it.  They  throw  Stink- 
"  pots  well  enough,  I  muft  confefs,  and  have  fometimes 
"  done  Me  a  little  Service  that  Way  ;  but  Thty  are 
"  totally  ignorant  of  the  Ufe  of  any  other  Weapons, 
"  and  when  the  Enemy  founds  to  Arms,  They  either 
"  run  away,  or  are  fure  to  fall  into  an  Ambufcade.  In 

I'  fhort, 
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"  mort,  Sir,  They  are   grown   not  only  burthenfome, 

"  but  fcandalous ;  and   feveral  of  my  beft  Friends  are 

*'  continually  dinning   it  in  my  Ears  that  They  do  Me 

more  Hurt  than  Good.     However,  it  is  not   proper 

to  caft  Them  off  intirely  at  once.     But  fome  Courfe 

muft  be  taken  with  Them  ;  and  as  You  pick'd  Them 

up  for  Me,  God  knows  where,  I  muft  leave  You  to 

deal  with  Them,  as  well  as  You  can.     Every  Body 

grumbles  at  the  Croud  of  Papers,  that  are  fent  down 

gratis  every  Week  into  the  Country,  and  even  the 

•'  Poft-Maftttt  complain  that  it  is  an  intolerable  Bur- 

*'  then   upon  the  Office.     I  think  it  therefore  the  bell 

"  Way  to   begin   with  reducing  Them    to  ens  Paper, 

««  and  making  a  weekly  Hodgepodge  of  Them.    Perhap-, 

"  They  may  re'ifh  a  little  better,  when  They  are  all  tofs'd 

"  up  together,  than   in  different  Diflies.      It  will,  at 

"  leall,  fave  Expence  for  the  prefent,  and  give  Me  an 

"  Opportunity  of  fhifting  Them  off  by  Degrees. 

"  You  know  the  Story  of  the  old  Man,  upon  his 
"  Death-Bed,  who  fent  'for  all  hi?  Children  to  Him  j 
and,  in  order  to  fhew  Them  the  Advantage  of  agree- 
ing amongft  Themfelves,  gave  each  of  Them  a  little 
S:ick,  and  bid  Them  break  it  ;  which  They  did  with 
Ea!e.  He  then  order'd  the  fame  Namber  of  Sticks 
to  be  bound  together,  and  again  commanded  Them 
to  break  them  ;  which  none  of  Them  could  do.— 
The  Application  is  eafy  and  obvious  to  tbefe  Scrib- 
blers, who  are  certainly  a  Parcel  ofyW  Sticks  of 
Wood.  So  pr'ythee,  go  about  this  Bufinefs  immedi- 
ately, and  faggst  Them  up,  as  well  as  You  can  ;  for 
They  give  Me  almoit  as  much  Vexation  as  the 

"  damn'd  D ch,  or  even  the  Cardinal  himfelf. 

Here  Mr.  P n  made  a  low  Bow,  and  undertook 

to  manage  the  quondam  Couranteers  ;  "but  your  Ho- 
"  nour  knows,  faid  He,  that  Mother  Osborne  and 
«'  Squire  WaJjingham  don't  ride  in  my  Troop;  and  I 
"  am  afraid  They  won't  be  eafily  brought  to  roll  toge- 

"  ther. O,  never  mind  Them,  reply'd  the  great 

"  Man, 


70          Tfo  CRAFTSMAN.     N°  474. 

'*  Man.  Do  but  take  Care  of  your  own  People,  and  I'll 
"  fend  a  Mandamus  to  the  ethers  Myfelf. 

Upon  this,  Mr.  P »,  having  made  another  very 

low  Bow,  ported  away,  and  immediately  diipatch'd 
circular  Letters  to  all  his  Mercenaries,  commanding 
Them  to  appear  the  next  Day,  at  the  ufual  Place  of 
Rendezvous  ;  where  He  order'd  a  Dinner  to  be  provi- 
ded for  Them  ;  and  after  They  had  all  made  a  very 
hearty  Meal,  He  open'd  his  CommlJJion  to  Them,  in  the 
following  Manner. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  You  are  fummon'd  together,  at  this  Time,  upon  a 
"  very  extraordinary  Occaiion ;  which  I  hope  will 
"  prove  of  great  Advantage  to  the  common  Cauj'e,  and 
"  the  Imereft  of  Tboj'e,  who  have  the  Honour  to  be 
engaged  in  it.  You  mull  know  then,  that  I  am 
commanded  by  our  noble  Patron  to  return  You 
Thanks  for  all  your  Services,  and  to  aflure  You,  in 
his  Name,  that  You  may  depend  on  the  Continuance 
of  his  Favours.  But  You  cannot  be  ignorant,  Gentle- 
men, that  the  Enemy  gains  Ground  upon  us  every 
Day,  notwithftanding  all  our  laudable  Endeavours. 
Now  to  what  can  This  be  imputed,  but  to  your 
fighting  jingle,  or  in  little  ftraggling  Parties,  with- 
out any  Concert,  or  Union,  amongft  Tour/elves  ?  I 
am  therefore  order'd  to  cement  You  together,  and 
form  You  into  one  Body,  that  You  may  be  the  bet- 
ter able  to  repel  the  Aflaults  of  our  Enemies.  Vis 
tinita  fortior  is  a  Maxim,  that  will  ever  hold  good  in 
Politicks,  as  well  as  War ;  or,  to  fpeak  a  little  more 
intelligibly,  a  Confederacy,  or  Affociation,  hath  been 
always  thought  expedient,  in  Times  ofDiftrefs.  It 
is  therefore  the  Will  and  Pleaiure  of  our  great  and 
good  Majler,  that  You  fhould,  for  the  future,  run 
together  in  one  Herd ;  for  which  Purpofe,  He  hath 
appointed  You,  by  Me  his  Servant,  a  convenient 
Failure. 

Ke 
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He  then  explained  to  Them  the  Particulars  of  his 
Commiffion  ;  that  They  were  to  let  up  an  Union  Stan- 
dard, in  the  Name  of  the  DAILY  GAZETTEER,  un- 
der the  Command  of  Lieutenant-General  Walfingbam  ; 
and  that  the  puifiant  Mrs.  Osborne  was  to  bring  up  the 
Rear. 

When  the  Mufter-Mafter  had  concluded  his  Speech, 
a  folemn  Silence  enfued,  for  fome  Time,  and  the  Mer- 
cenaries flared  very  oddly  upon  one  another.  But  Mr. 

P n  having  repeated  to  Them  that  his  Orders  were 

peremptory,  and  reproved  Them,  with  fome  Sternnefs, 
for  their  Hefitation,  They  all  comply'd  immediately, 

and  promiied  to  execute  bis  Honour's  Commands 

How  They  have  fucceeded  in  it,  I  leave  the  World  to 
judge. 

This  Piece  of  political  O Economy  puts  Me  in  mind  of 
a  frugal  old  Gentleman,  who  faved  the  Bottoms  of  all 
his  Bottles,  and  throwing  them  into  one  Cup,  with  a 
little  Nutmeg  and  Sugar,  forced  it  upon  his  Guefts,  as 

an  excellent  Compolition. If  I  was  to  feparate  this 

Cup,  in  a  metaphorical  Way,  I  would  compare  Mr. 
Walfingbam  to  Cake-Honfe  Cyder,  which  frets  and 
bounces  in  the  Bottle,  but,  when  it  is  pour'd  out,  hath 
no  Spirit  in  it.  Sir  A.  B..  C.  is  like  dead  Small,  Beer -t 
and  Mrs.  Osborne  refembles  heavy  Port,  or  Briinfwick 
Mum. 

But  I  am  told  that  there  are  already  very  great  Dil- 
fentions  amongft  tbefe  miniflerial  Allies.  Mother  Of- 
borne  looks  upon  her  Brother  Wal/ingbam  as  a  pragma- 
tical, empty  young  Fellow,  who  hath  not  the  Faculty 
of  Reafoning  in  Him  ;  and  the  ''Squire  laughs  at  the 
good  Dame,  in  his  Turn,  as  a  dreaming  old  Dotard, 
who  is  utterly  void  of  Senfe,  or  Spirit.  Again  ;  Bri- 
tannus  and  Walfingbam  have  formerly  been  well  ac- 
quainted ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  Wonder  that  They  have 
a  very  bad  Opinion  of  each  other.  As  for  Carus,  or 
Freeman,  They  are  all  quite  afhamed  of  Him  ;  except 
the  renown* d  Baronet,  who  was  lately  fo  modeft  as  to 

fubfcribe 
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fubfcribe  Himfelf  A.  B I   am    likewife   told  that 

there  are  great  Mn'underftandings  between  fome  other 
Chiefs  of  the  minijterial  Jrmy  ;  and  that  there  is 
fcarcely  one  of  Them,  who  does  not  heartily  defpife,  or 
hate,  all  the  reft  ;  ib  that  there  is  more  Probability  of 
an  open  Rupture  amongft  Them,  than  amongft  the  Allies 
bi  Italy. 

However,  I  cannot  forbear  applauding  the  great 
Man's  Prudence,  on  this  Occafion,  and  hope  He  will 
purfue  the  fame  frugal  Scheme,  in  other  Points.  Let 
Him  faggot  up  all  his  Pensioners,  in  this  Manner,  and 
I  dare  fay  the  World  will  have  a  much  better  Opinion 

of  Him.  c.  rr 

I  am,  5  I J?, 

Your  old  Triendy 

and  Correfyondentt 
JACK    RAMBLE. 


N°475-       SATURDAY,  Atgttft  p,    1735. 


OME  Time  ago  I  troubled  the  Publick 
with  a  little  Effay  on  the  fatal  Con  Se- 
quences of  national  fires,  particularly 
Corruption ;  and  the  more  I  think  on 
that  SubjtcT:,  the  more  I  am  confirm'd 
in  the  Truth  of  what  I  then  advanced. 
A  thoufand  Inftances  might  be  produced,  to  ihew  that 
not  only  national  Vices,  properly  fo  call'd,  but  even  »<;- 
ti'.nal  Cufloms  are  apt  to  grow  conilitutional,  like/^r- 
fonal  Habits.  This  Point  is  very  well  explained  in  a 
little  Treatiie,  newly  traufliited  and  publifL'd  here, 

intitied 
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intitled  a  Difcourfe  of  VOLUNTARY  SERVITUDE  * 
•written  in  French  by  Stephen  de  la  Boetie,  one  of  the 
King^s  Counsellors  in  the  Parliament  at  Bourdeaux,  in 
the  Reign  of  Charles  the  ()tb  King  of  France.  The 
famous  Montaigne,  who  was  a  Cotemporary  and  inti- 
mate Friend  of  this  Author,  gives  Him  one  of  the 
greater}.  Characters,  both  as  to  Ability  and  Integrity, 
that  is  to  be  met  with  in  Hiftory.  The  Difcourfe,  in- 
deed, favours  very  ftrongly  of  a  republican  Spirit,  and 
feems  to  be  leveird  againft  Monarchy  in  general  ;  the 
Words  Sovereignty  and  Tyranny  being  frequently  men- 
tion'd  as  fynonimous  Terms ;  but  his  Friend  Montaigne 
endeavours  to  fofcen  This,  by  telling  us  *  that  it  was 
the  Production  of  bis  younger  Tears,  fy  Way  of  Exer- 
ciie  only,  as  a  common'Subjeft,  which  had  been  canvafs'd 
ly  many  Writers  ;  and  that,  nottoitbft  anding  the  natural 
Warmth  cf  his  Zeal  for  Liberty,  He  bad  another  Maxim 
deeply  imprinted  in  his  Soul',  to  obey,  and  religioi/Jiy  fub- 
mit  "Himfclf  to  the  Laws,  under  which  He  was  'born. 
However,  to  avoid  the  ufual  Cavils  and  Imputations 
of  this  critical  Age,  I  flaall  only  quote  two  or  three 
Paflages  from  it,  relating  to  the  Prevalence  of  Cuftom, 
in  States,  as  well  as  private  Perfons. 

"  f  It  is  incredible,  fays  He,  how  fuddenly  the 
"  People,  the  Moment  They  are  enflavcd,  fall  into  fo 
"  profound  a  Forgeifilnefs  of  their  freedom,  that  if  is 
"  not  poffibk  for  Them  to  rouze  Themfelves  up  to 
"  regain  it ;  ferving  fo  eafily  and  fo  willingly,  that 
"  one,  who  fees  Them,  would  be  tempted  to  fay  that 
M  They  had  not  loft  their  Liberty,  but  their  Servitude, 
"  It  is  true,  at  firir,  They  ferve  by  Conftraint,  fub- 
"  dued  by  Force  ;  but  Thofe,  who  come  afterwards, 
«*  having  never  feen  Liberty,  and  not  knowing  what 
"  it  i?,  obey  without  Regret,  and  do  willingly  That, 
"  which  their  Forefathers  did  by  Cdijffrairit.  So  it  is, 
"  that  when  Men  are  barn  under  the  Yt,ke,  and  be- 

VOL.  XIV.  G  "  ing 

*  See  the  Preface  to  this  Book.  .f  P.  27. 
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*'  ing  afterwards  brought  up  and  educated  in  Slavery, 
"  without  looking  forward,  contesting  Themfelvcs  to 
«'  live  in  the  Condition,  in  which  They  were  born, 
"  and  thinking  They  have  no  other  Right,  or  other 
««.  Good,,  but  what  They  found  at  firft,  They  look 
"  upon  the  State  of  their  Birth  as  their  natural  State. 

A  few  Pages  after,  He  draws  this  Conclufion. 

"  .J  So  the  firft.  Reafon  of  this  voluntary  Servitude  is 
"  Citftdtn.i  like  the  generous  Steeds,  who  at  '.rJl  bite 
*'  the  Bitt,  but  afterwards  play  with  it ;  and  whereas 
«'  not  long  agOj  They  would  not  endure  the  Saddle, 
"  They  no'.v  patiently  iubmic  to  the  Harnefs,  a«d, 
"  full  of  Pride,  march  ftately  under  their  Trappings. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  have  taken  ibme  Pains,  in  ieve- 
ral  of  my  former  Papers,  to  ttiewthe4«ti$uityofour 
Cfxjlitutiofi ;  that  Freedom  was  our  original  Right  and 
Inheritance,  (  from  the  Saxon  Times,  at  leait )  which 
\vas  never  formally  given  up  by  the  People,  or  their 
Representatives,  however  They  may  have  been  inter- 
rupted in  the  Enjoyment  of  it,  at  different  Times,  by 
lome  of  our  arbitrary  Princes,  Ufurpers,  or  Miniften  ; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  hath  been  perpetually 
claimed,  on  one  Side,  as  well  as  frequently  recognized 
and  confirm'd,  on  the  other,  by  feveral  rc^til  Charters, 
and  jolcmn  Declarations. 

I  thought  with  our  Author,  lojig  before  I  ever  read 
Him,  that  This  was  the  moft  effectual  Way  to  keep 
the  Spirit  of  Liberty  alive  in  the  Minds  of  the  People  ; 
and  that  if  They  could  be  induced  to  believe,  accord- 
ing to  a  late  modi(h  Doftrine,  that  They  were  really 
Slave;,  either  by  Nature,  or  Conjlitution,  the  Imprei- 
fions  of  Liberty  would  ibon  wear  out,  and  They  would 
fubmit  to  their  Chains,  as  eafily  as  other  Nations, 
which  already  groan  under  that  grievous  Calamity. 

Every  honeft  Briton  ought    to   rejoice  at  that  glori- 
ous Spirit,  which  hath  lately  difcover'd   itfelf,  in   Fa- 
vour 

I  Ib.  /.  37. 
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vour  of  Liberty ;  and  I  am  very  far  from  defpairing  to 
fee  it  attended  with  much  more  happy  Efr'e&s  than  it 
hath  yet  produced.  But  when  Juch  Doftrints,  as  thofe 
We  have  been  combating,  are  openly  avDw'd  by  Men, 
who  prcpolleroufly  call  Themfelves  Whigs,  and  even 
propagated  by  Authority  it  is  Time  to  apply  feme 
Antidotes  to  them,  and  put  our  Countrymen  on  their 
Guard  ;  left  They  mould  be  feduced,  by  Degrees,  in- 
to a  State  of  -voluntary  Servitude,  and  perfuaded  that  all 
their  long-boafted  Liberties  are  only  idle  Chimsera's,  or 
vulgar  Notions,  injurious  to  the  Croton,  and  inconiif- 
tent  with  their  own  Hxppinefs.  This,  I  fay,  is  necef- 
fary  at  a  Time,  when '  fuch  infamous  and  dangerous  Te- 
nets are  publickly  countenanced  ;  for  tho'  *  "  Length 
'  ef  Time  (as  the  fame  Writer,  whom  I  have  already 
quoted,  observes)  gives  no  Right  to  do  ill,  but  rather 
heightens  the  Injury  ;  yet  the  People  may  fay  They 
have  always  been  Subjects,  (by  which  Ke  means 
Slaves)  and  that,  as  their  Fathers  lived  fo,  They 
may  think  They  are  bound  patiently  to  endure  the 
Curb,  and  make  Themfelves  believe  it  by  Examples^ 
and  ground  their  Opinion  upon  the  Length  of  Time, 
"  and  the  Poffiffion  ofTbofe,  who  tyrannize  over  Them, 
We  have  already  obferved  that  this  Argument,  weak 
as  it  may  feem,  had  taken  Pofleffion  of  our  Author's 
own  Mind,  (according  to  Montaigne)  in  Spight  of  all 
his  goad  Senfe,  and  natural  Principles  of  Liberty.  What 
therefore  can  be  a  more  laudable  Undertaking  than  to 
warn  a  People,  who  are  yet  free,  againft  running  blind- 
fold, or  being  led,  into  fuch  a  State  of  voluntary  Ser- 
vitude; which  will  not  only  reduce  Them  to  the  fame 
milerable  Condition  with  the  People  of  France;  but 
p:.u  their  unhappy  Pofterity  under  this  Dilemma  ;  that 
They  muft  cither  fubmit  to  the  Chains,  which  their 
improvident  Anceftors  have  fuffer'd  to  be  forged  for 
G  2  Them; 

*  P.  38- 
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Them  ;  or  undertake  the  hard  Task  of  contending  with 
the  Laws,  under  which  Tbi-y  are  born  ? 

Mr.  de  In  Boctie  obferves,  in  another  Place,  and 
the  laft  I  mall  quote ;  f  "  that  there  is  fcarcely  any 
"  Heir  fo  prodigal,  but  He  fomeiimes  perufcs  hit  Deeds, 
'•  to  lee  if  He  erjo\  s  all  the  Rights  cf  kis  Su^ceffion  ; 
"  or  whether  any  Perfon  hath  encroach' d  upon  Him, 
*'  or  his  An  c  eft  on. 

But  as  it  is  of  en  too  late  for  a  Man  in  private  Life, 
to  look  over  his  DtfJf,  after  He  hath  fufier'd  Another 
to  continue  in  quiet  Poficffion  of  his  Eflate,  for  many 
Years;  efpecially,  if  He  fnould  have  been  cajoled  into 
a  formal  Surrender  of  it  ;  To  it  is  ridiculous  to  argue 
that  a  whole  People  ought  not  to  apprehend,  or  guard 
againft  any  Dangers,  till  they  hang  immediately  over 
their.  Heads. 

There  are  many  Perfons  flill  living,  who  remember 
the  Times,  when  arbitrary  Power,  on  the  Side  of  the 
Prints,  and  abjolute  Submijfion,  on  the  Part  of  the  Sub- 
;e3,  were  openly  contended  for,  and  found  fo  many 
Advocates,  (zsjvme  Doflrines  of  the  fame  Tendency  have 
fmce  )  that  our  timely  Deliverance  fiom  the  Ejfe'tfs  of 
them  hath  been  look'd  upon  as  little  lel^  than  a  Mira- 
cle. Now,  if  thefe  Principles  had  been  eftablifh'd,  and 
put  in  Practice,  let  any  reafonable  Man  judge  whe- 
ther the  Generality  of  the  common  People  might  not, 
by  this  Time,  have  been  habituated  to  them,  and 
work'd  into  a  Belief,  like  other  Nations,  that  They 
had  no  Right  to  any  Thing,  but  what  their  Monarch: 
were  gracioufly  pleaied  to  bellow  upon  Them. 

But,  in  order  to  let  this  Point  in  a  full  Light,  and 
fhew  the  prodigious  Force  of  Cuftom,  it  may  be  necci- 
fary  to  go  a  little  higher,  and  produce  a  lew  Initan- 
ce-,  to  this  Purpoie,  from  our  own  HiKory. 

The  Practice  of  keeping  up  a  Body  of  mercenary 
Troops,  under  the  immediate  Command  of  the  Crcwa, 
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Nc  475.      The  C  R  A  F  T  s  M  A  N.         77 

thought  fo  incompatible  with  our  Conflitution,  in  the 
Reign  of  Henry  the  7th,  that  a  little  Body-Guard  of 
about  fifty  Archers  was  look'd  upon  as  a  dangerous  In- 
novation, and  occafion'd  great  Clamours  ;  though  the 
Government  was  then  but  new,  and  difturb'd  by  feve- 
ral  Pretenders,  and  Conspiracies.  This  was  all  the 
Guard  our  iufofequent  Kings  had  about  Them, 'in  Times 
of  Peace,  till  after  the  Reftoration  j  when  the  Ertablifh- 
ment  of  what  are  now  call'd  the  Horfe  and  Foot  Gtcards, 
though  far  leis  numerous  than  at  prefent,  laid  the  £rft 
Foundation  of  a  ftanding  Army  in  England.  This  Jike> 
wife  gave  no  fmall  Umbrage  to  the  Nation  ;  though 
the  Circumftances  of  thofe  Times,  when  a  formidable 
Army  was  disbanded,  and  there  was  Reafon  to  appre- 
hend InfurreRions,  afforded  a  plaufible  Pretence  for  iuch 
a  Precaution.  Every  Body  knows  what  a  vigorous 
Oppofnion  was  made  to  the  Continuance  of  a  large 
ftanding  Army,  in  King  William's  Time,  both  within 
Doors  and  without,  by  fome  of  the  warmeit  Friends 
to  Liberty  and  the  Revolutisn.  But  Cujtom  and  Length 
of  Time  have  now  familiarized  them  to  us,  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  moll  People  ftem  to  be  weary  of  com- 
plaining any  longer,  and  fome  Perfons  have  openly  de- 
clared tkat  We  ought  never  to  be  without  an  Army  of 
twenty,  or  thirty  thoufand  Men,  even  in  Times  of  thi 
profoundeft  Tranquility. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  EXCISES;  which  occa- 
fion'd  not  only  Jealouftes  and  Complaints,  when  they 
were  firtr.  impoied,  but  even  violent  Commotions; 
though  the  Nation  was  then  engaged  in  a  civil  War  i 
and  when  theory?  Taxation  of  this  Sort  was  regularly 
etfablifh'd,  after  the  Reparation,  it  was  vigoroufly  op- 
pofed,  by  the  Patriots  of  thoie  Times,  as  a  grievous 
Impofition  on  the  Subject.  But  Excifes  have  been 
fince  multiply'd  to  fuch  a  Degree,  without  any  general 
Oppofition,  that  fome  wife  Heads  lately  flatter'd  Them- 
felves  that  long  Ujage  had  reconciled  us  to  them,  and 
accordingly  fbrm'd  a  Scheme  for  extending  them  over  the 
G  3  whole 
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whole  Nation  ;  which  They  pulh'd  with  the  utmoft 
Induitry  and  Vehemence.  But  in  This,  indeed,  They 
met  with  an  unlucky  Rebuff,  and  were  at  lalt  obliged 
to  drop  their  Projecl ;  though  I  cannot  think  it  any 
great  Argument  againft  the  Force  of  Cujlom  ;  for  if  They 
had  been  able  to  cram  their  Scheme  down  our  Throats 
at  fir  ft,  it  would  have  loon  grown  as  habitual  to  us  as 
Thofe,  which  arc  already  eitablifh'd. 

The  CHIMNEY-TAX,  or  HEARTH-MONEY,  was 
thought  fo  burthenfome  a  Grievance,  in  the  Reigns  of 
King  Charles  and  King  James  the  zd,  that  it  wasabo- 
lifh'd,  foon  after  the  Revolution,  not  only  as  a  great  Op- 
preffion  to  the  poorer  Sort,  but  a  Badge  of  Slavery  upon 
the  whole  People,  expojing  every  Man's  Houfe  to  be  en- 
ter'd  into  and  fearcVd,  at  Pleajure,  by  Perfons  unknown 
to  Him.  Yet  the  Window-Tax,  which  feems  to  have 
been  iubftituted  in  its  Room,  and  refembles  it  very  near- 
h'  in  every  Refpecl,  is  now  grown  familiar  to  the  Peo- 
ple, and  regularly  paid,  like  other  Taxes,  without  any 
luch  Apprehenfions,  or  Remonftrances. 

Again.  When  the  LAND-TAX  was  firfl  impofed, 
for  one  Tear,  it  was  pretended  that  it  would  never  be 
ask'd  for  again  ;  and  if  the  Gentlemen  of  England,  who 
fhen  fate  in  Parliament,  could  have  foreleen  that  it 
would  be  continued  for  above  fat  ty  Tears  fucceffively, 
without  any  intermiffion,  I  believe  They  would  not 
have  come  into  it  with  fo  much  Readinefs.  But  it  is 
row  grown  a  conflant,  annual  Tax,  which  every  Body 
defpairs  of  feeing  taken  off;  and  the  only  Queftion,  at 
the  Beginning  of  every  Seffion,  is  ;  bcw  much  They  are 
to  pay  in  the  Pound  ? 

It  is  not  my  Defign  to  infmuate  that  any  of  thefe 
Taxes  are  unneceflary,  at  pieient ;  but  only  to  flievv 
kow  all  ConceJJions  of  this  Kind  are  naturally  apt  to 
grow  upon  us,  and  become  conftuutiona',  when  We 
have  been  long  accuftom'd  to  them.  I  could  apply  the 
fame  Sort  of  Reafoning  to  Rut- Acts,  feptennial  Parlia- 
ments,  Sufpenftons  of  tbt  Hafoai  Corpus  AR,  Votes  of 

Crtditt 
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Credit,  and  other  Matters  ;  but  I  prefume  that  I  have 
laid  enough  already  to  explain  my  Meaning,  upon  this 
Subjeft.  E> 


To     CALEB     D1  A  N  v  E  R  s,     Efq. 
SIR, 

I  Have  read  your  late  Papers,  concerning  the  BANK- 
CONTRACT,  with  great  Satisfaction,  and  think 
them  unanfwerable  ;  but  I  was  fomewhat  furprized 
that  You  did  not  mention  one  Thing,  which  the  Ga- 
zetteer gave  You  a  fair  Occafion  to  do  ;  I  mean  that 
the  Directors  of  the  Souihfea  Company  forra'd  two  Quef- 
tions,  for  the  Opinion  of  Council,  upon  the  Matter  in 
Diipute  between  Them  and  the  Bank  ;  which  They  af- 
terwards laid  before  a  General  Court,  as  may  be  feen 
in  the  political  State,  for  the  Month  of  January  1721-2, 
viz. 

The/;y?  ^ueftian  was,  "  whether  the  faid  Agree- 
"  ment  be  good  and  binding  ;  and  zvhetber  the  Bank  may 
*'  be  compel?  d  to  the  due  Performance  thereof? 

The  fecond  ^ueflion  was  ;  "  if  the  faid  Agreement  be 
"  good  and  binding,  what  is  the  beft  Method  to  proceed, 
"  in  order  to  compel  the  Bank  to  the  due  Performance  of 
"  tbejame? 

"  To  the/r/?  Queftion,  Mr.  BOOTLE  and  Serjeant 
"-CHESHIRE  were  clearly  of  Opinion  that  it  wasgood 
•'  and  binding  ;  and  that  the  Bank  were  abfolutely  con- 
"  eluded.  Mr.  WARD'S  Opinion  declared  the  Validi- 
"  (v,  but  made  fome  Doubt  about  compelling  Them  to 
"  the  due  Performance . 

"  To  \hs.  fecond  £>uejiion,  All  agreed  in  Opinion, 
"  that  it  mult  be  by  Bill  in  the  Court  of  Ex  en  E- 

"    QUER. 

It  is  likewife  obfervable,  that  even  the  Council  fir 
the  Bank  did  not  give  their  Opinion  that  the  Contract 
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was  not  good  and  binding,  but  only  that,  confidering  the 
Nature  of  this  Tranfaftion,  it  would  not  be  fafe  for  Them 
to  proceed  upon  the  faid  Proposition,  without  Ctmjent  of 
PARLIAMENT.  And,indeed,here feems  to  lye  the  whole 
Myftery,  as  well  as  the  chief  Fineffe  of  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  was  fo  deeply  concern'd  in  this  Af- 
fair ;  for  there  can  be  no  Reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the 
Parliament  would  have  refufed  their  Cotifcnt,  if  They 
had  been  asked,  and  left  to  Themfelves  ;  but  every 
Body  knows  under  whofe  Direction  They  then  were, 
and  by  wbofe  Influence  They  were  prevail'd  upon  to 
give  the  Soutbfea  Company  Two  MILLIONS  of  the 'Na- 
tion's Money,  by  Way  of  Compofuion  for  this  Bargain, 
rather  then  put  it  in  their  Power  to  oblige  the  Bank  to 
perform  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  Tranfaftion,  from  firil  to  laft, 
and  taken  in  all  its  Lights,  was  not  only  the  moil  dei- 
truftive  Project  of  the  whole  Soutbfea  Tear,  but  one  of 
the  blackeil  Scenes  of  Fraud  and  Iniquity,  that  ever  en- 
ter'd  into  the  Heart  of  Man  ;  and  therefore  lam  very 
far  from  being  furprized  that  the  Per/on  concerned  mould 
endeavour  to  fcreen  Himfelf  from  the  Refentments  due 
to  it,  by  publifhing  a  GREAT  FALSHOOD,  in  which 
He  might  hope  not  to  be  detected.  But  fmce  it  hath 
happen'd  otherwife,  and  his  laft  Shift  feems  to  confift 
in  letting  it  pafs  over  in  Silence,  I  would  advife  You, 
Mr.  TfAnverst  to  ufe  Him  as  the  Author  of  the  Medley 
formerly  did  the  Examiner,  when  He  caught  Him 
tripping  ;  That  is,  to  keep  fuch  a  complicated  Piece  of 
Wickednefs  alive  in  People's  Memory,  by  zftanding  Ad- 
vertifement.  I  have  therefore  fubjoin'd  one,  for  that 
Purpofe,  if  You  are  not  better  provided,  and  defire  it 
may  be  publifh'd  every  Week,  in  vour  Paper,  for  three 
or  four  Months  together  ;  unlefs  the  Gentleman  fhould 
think  fit  to  vindicate  Himfelf,  or  nuke  a  frank  and  am- 
ple Confeffion  of  his  Guilt, 

N.  PHILALETHES. 

ADVER- 
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*  A  D  v  E  R  T  i  £  E  M  E  N  r  Concerning  the  B  A  N  K-Co  N  T  R  A  C.T  . 

\^\.  Whereas  it  is  ajjerted  in  a  late  Pamphlet,  in  fi- 
tted ibme  Confiderations  concerning  the  publick  Fund?, 
&c.  that  a  certain  honourable  Gentleman  wws  never 
at  a/:y  other  Meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  BANK  and 
the  SOUTHSEA  COMPANY,  than  That  on  the  \tyh  of 
September  1720  ;  and  that  He  never  drew  up  any  other 
Writing  between  Them,  than  that  im  perfect  Draught, 
which  is  pub  lifted  in  the  faid  Confiderations ;  And  where  • 
,a  if  hath  been  fince  proved  without  Contradiction,  that 
He  was  at  another  Meeting  of  the  faid  Diredlors,  on  the 
z^d  of  the  fame  Month,  and  then  drew  up  another  Paper, 
containing  a  full  and  perfcft  Contract  between  Them, 
( the  Original  of  which,  in  his  OWN  HAND- WRITING, 
ii  ft  ill  in  Being ;  )  This  is  to  dejire  all  Perfons  to  take  No- 
tice of  it,  and  not  to  give  any  Credit  to  the  Affeverations- 
of  the  faid  Gentleman,  for  the  future,  till  He  hath  fully 
and  clearly  purged  Himfelffrom  this  Charge. 

*  This  Advertifement  was  continued  for  federal  Weeks 
together. 


SATURDAY- 
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Si  benequidmemini,  bis  fextusvolvitur  Annus, 
Ex  quo  not  a  diu  Gallis,  mtijjima  Belgis 
AUCTIO,  fera  licet,  noftrU  tandem  appulit  or  is. 

AUCT.  DAVIS. 

To    CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efo 

Dear  Caleb, 

:rday  in  the  Afternoon  I  went  to  vifit 
Friend,  who  was  diverting  Himfelf 
with  fome  other  Company  at  Quadrille  ; 
and,  in  order  to  pafs  away  the  Time  till 
their  Game  was  over,  I  took  up  the  Con- 
federations  concerning  the  publick  Fund:, 
which  happen'd  to  lye  in  the  Window.  Having  di- 
verted Myfelf  with  feveral  Paffages  of  that  exquifite 
Treatife,  particularly  Thofe  relating  to  the  BANK-CON- 
TRACT, and  theRemiffion  of  the  Two  MILLIONS,  I  at 
laft  came  to  that  curious  Paragraph,  where  rhe  Author 
tells  us,  that  the  laft  Tear  hath  abounded  mitbAv  CT  ION  s 
in  many  Courts  of  Europe  ;  where  there  hath  been  Bid- 
ding upon  one  another,  to  fecure  the  Allyances,  in  Cafe  of 
Need.  This  remarkable  Paffage  made  fuch  an  Impref- 
fion  on  my  Mind,  that  it  produced  the  following 
Dream,  as  foon  as  I  went  to  Bed. 

I  fancy 'd  Myfelf  walking  under  the  great  Piazza  in 
Covent-Garden  ;  where  I  faw  a  Croud  of  Perfons  of  Dif- 
tindlion  going  into  Mr.  COCK'S  ;  and,  looking  upon  a 
Paper  at  the  Door,  1  found  that  a  choice  and  valuable 

ColUc- 
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Collection  of  the  Maps  of  EUROPE  was  going  to  be  fold 
there  by  AUCT  ION.  Having  nothing  elie  to  do,  I  had 
the  Curiofity  to  go  in;  and  the  Auttion  was  juft  upon 
the  Point  of  beginning,  when  T  enter'd  the  Room  ;  but, 
inftead  of  Mr.  Cock  himfelf,  I  wasfurprized  to  fee  a  little 
dirty  mean-looking  Yellow,  fomewhat  like  his  Man  Cay. 
ford,  mount  the  Roftrum  ;  and  taking  the  wooden  Ham- 
mer in  his  Hand,  in  a  very  awkard  Manner,  proceeded 
to  the  Bufinefs,  with  feveral  ridiculous  Gefticulations, 
which  afforded  abundance  of  Mirth  to  all  the  Com- 
pany, like  the  Tricks  of  a  Merry- Andrew,  before  the 
Play  begins. 

The  firft  Article  in  the  Catalogue  was  a  Map  of  Tus- 
CANY,  PARMA,  and  PLACENTIA,  in  one  Lot;  which 
was  immediately  bid  for  by  a  little  Stripling,  in  a  Party - 
colour'd  Habit,  (between  the  French,  Spanijh,  and  Ita- 
lian,) and  though  there  were  many  Bidden  againft 
Him,  the  Auctioneer  foon  gave  \\&  final  Stroke,  in  his 
Favour,  withfuch  a  vifible  Partiality,  that  it  feem'd  to 
be  highly  refented  by  feveral  Peribns  preient,  of  the  belt 
Figure  and  Quality, 

The  next  Lot  was  a  Map  of  the  Republick  of  PO- 
LAND, for  which  there  were  only  two  Bidders  ;  ones 
-venerable  old  Gentleman,  and  a  Native  of  that  Kingdom  ; 
the  other  a  young  Prince,  and  a  Foreigner  ;  who  divided 
the  whole  Room  into  different  Parties,  according  to 
their  refpeftive  Interelts  and  Inclinations.  At  rim,  it 
was  generally  believed  that  the  old  Gentleman  would  pre- 
vail ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  actually  knock* d  down  to  Him  ; 
but  the  other  Competitor  infilled  upon  its  being/*/  up 
Again  ;  in  which  He  was  fecretly  encouraged  by  the 
Auctioneer  himfelf,  contrary  to  Ins  former  Promife  and 
Agreement.  Befides,  it  was  difcover'd  that  the  Aufti- 
oneer  had  em  ploy 'd  Puffs,  to  raiie  the  Price,  and  was 
guilty  ot other  fcandalous  PraEtices.  This  enraged  the  old 
Gentleman's  Friends,  who  were  very  numerous  and  pow- 
erful, to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  They  all  declared  their  Rc- 
lolution  of  being  revenged.  Accordingly,  one  of  Them 

fwore 
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fwore  that,  not  contented  with  Tuffany,  Parma,  and 
Placentia,  (which  had  been  already  let  down  to  his 
Name,  in  the  Ruffian-Book)  He  would  have  Nap.'es,  Si- 
cily, the  Cremonefe,  Mantuan,  and  feveral  other  pretty, 
little  Appendages  in  Lombardy.  Another  laid  his  Finger 
upon  the  Milanefe,  or  the  belt  Part  of  it ;  and  a  Third 
(who  is  more  powerful  than  both  the  other  ;  excepting 
their  veto  Purchafes,  at  leafi)  gave  broad  Hirsts  that  the 
Affront,  which  He  had  received  in  being  cheated  of  the 
Map  Q{  Poland,  mould  be  amply  repaid  in  Thofe  of  Ger- 
many and  Flanders. 

The  rajb,jilly  Wretch,  in  the  Rojlrtim,  was  fo  terri- 
fy'd  at  this  Conibuftion,  (like  Phaeton  of  old,  in  the  Cha- 
riot of  the  Sun)  that  He  fuffer'd  Them  to  lay  violent 
Hands  upon  what  Maps  They  pleafed,  and  enter  their 
Names  as  thejuft  Proprietors  of  them. 

This  occafion'd  as  much  Clamour  and  Difturbance 
on  the  other  Side  ;  who  feeing  the  beft  Part  of  Europe 
canton'd  out,  in  this  Manner,  amongft  the  SAME  FA- 
MILY, could  not  forbear  expreffing  their  Indignation 
at  it. 

The  poor  Dciil  was  now  in  a  worfe  Scrape  than  be- 
fore; and  finding  Difputes  growing  very  high,  his 
r.ext  Expedient  was  to  propole  an  amicable  Reference  j 
but  This  only  ferved  to  provoke  Them  the  more  j  for 
one  Party  infilled  upon  having  their  nun  rejlorcd  to 
Them  ;  the  other  peremptorily  declared  that  They  would 
part  with  nothing  They  had  got ;  and  all  of  Them  con  - 
curr'd  in  demanding"  by  what  Authority  Be  presumed 
to  parcel  out  the  Kingdoms  of  the  Earth  in  iuch  a  Man- 
.nerj  upon  which  He  produced  a  Commifiion  from  bis 
Brother,  %vho  had  no  more  Right,  or  Pretentious  to  it 
than  Himfelf.  This  exafperated  Them  beyond  all 
Bounds.  —  "  What,  fay  They,  fhalla  Ccvple  of  Ihr.dcr- 
"  ing  Fellows,  who  have  thus  ignoramly  confounded 
"  all  the  Charts  of  Europe,  arbitrarily  prefume  to  decide 
"  the  Right  of  the  rcfpcfiive  C/aimanti  ?  "  —  Then 
dragging  the  little,  btffy  Animal  out  of  \i\s  political Pul- 

ftfc 
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fit,  to  the  Horfe-Pond;  but  upon  This,  methought,  fuch 
a  terrible  Uproar  ifiued,  that  it  waked  Me  out  of  my 
Dream,  and  obliged  me  to  leave  the  Vifion  unfi- 
nilh'd.  A. 

1  an,  SIR,  &c. 


N°  477.    SATURDAY,  Auguft  30,  1735. 


The  honourable  General  Wajjingbtim,  hath  been  em- 
ploy'd,  for  feveral  Weeks  paft,  in*«ti!fing  new  Batteries 
againft  our  CONSTITUTION,  and  repairing  the  Forti- 
fications of  DEPENDENCY.  I  have  fuffer'd  Him  to 
proceed  in  thefe  Works,  without  any  Moleftation  ;  be- 
caufe  1  found  them  fo  unskilfully  defign'd,  and  wretch- 
edly executed,  that  I  mall  have  no  Difficulty  in  level- 
ling them  to  the  Ground,  and  difmounting  all  his  Can- 
non, as  foon  as  the  Time  of  Action  approaches.  But 
having  received  a  Letter,  upon  tins  Subjett,  from  my 
Nephew  Tbeopbiius,  to  whom  I  lately  affign'd  the  Pro- 
vince of  encountering  Mr.  Walfingbam,  unlefs  dpon  ex- 
traordinary Occajitms,  and  as  the  young  Man  hath  ferreted 
the  Enemy  pretty  well  oat  of  his  Out-tvorks,  I  Ihall  take 
this  Opportunity  of  introducing  Him  to  the  Publick. 

To    CA~LEB    D'ANVERS,    Efq; 
SIR, 

'HE  learned   and  virtuous  Francis  Wai- 
\fingbam,   Efq;   having  at    length   con- 
cluded  his  tedious  Jargon  of  Remarks 
upon  the  late  excellent  ~Bill,  for  limiting 
the  Number  ^OFFICERS  in  the  HOUSE 
OF    COMMONS, 'I  hope  You  will  give 
me  Leave  to  take  up  the  Gauntlet,  according  to  your 
VOL.  XIV.  H  late 
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late  Promife,  and  try  a  Bout  or  two  with  this  \oung 
Champion ;  lor  I  believe  the  Subject  will  now  excule 
You  to  the  World,  however  defpicable  the  Author  may 
be. 

I  fhall  not  take  the  Pains  of  running  back  to  his  curi- 
ous Extrafts  from  the  Journals  of  the  Hsufe  of  Com- 
mons, in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  nor  to  his 
wile  Reflexions  on  the  Self-denying  Ordinance,  during 
the  civil  Wars ;  though  the  Difference  of  Times  and 
Circumftances  fuggeils  a  thoufand  Arguments  againft 
Him  ;  even  fuppoling  the  Proceedings,  in  the  former 
Cafe,  to  be  fairly  reprefented,  or  the  Self-denying  Ordi- 
nance and  the  late  Billto  be  really  parallel  5  ;which  is 
very  far  from  being  true  of  'either.  I  fhall  leave  thefe 
Points  to  You,  Sir,  ifYou  /hould  ever  think  fit  to  con- 
tend w\t\\fit(b  an  Adverfay,  and  content  Myfelf  with  a 
few  curfory  Remarks  on  his  *  laft  Paper  j  in  which  He 
lums  up  his  long-winded  Rhapfody,  and  feems  to  carefs 
Himfelf  upon  having  knock'd  down  all  the  Arguments 
for  INDEPENDENCY. 

He  prefaces  thii  notable  Piece  with  a  moft  lamentable 
Complaint  againll  the  Limitations  of  the  Crown,  an- 
jiex'd  to  the  Bill  of  Settlement,  which  he  cdltftrangg 
Conditions  of  Government ;  and  applauds  the  Whigs  for 
their  Wijdom  and  Temper,  in  accepting  it  on  any  Terms, 
and  wti'.wg  for  better  Times  to  review  the  Limitations. 
—  But,  it  feemF,  They  would  have  much  rather  ac- 
cepted it  without  any  Conditions,  or  Limitations  at  all ; 
fuch  as  Tlio.'e  for  rendering  FOREIGNERS  incapable  of 
any  Empl^ment  under  the  Government,  and  fecuring  Us 
from  the  Danger  and  Expence  of  being  engaged  in  any 
Wan,  on  Account  of  Dominions  not  belonging  to  the 

Crown  of  thefe  Realms. What  a  glorious  Set  of 

Patriots  were  the  Whigs,  according  to  this  worthy 
Writer,  for  defigning  to  makefufh  a  generous  Prefent  of 
6ur  Liberties,  without  any  ReJ'erve  ;  and  what  unreafou- 

*  Daily  Gazetteer ,  Aug.  z\Jl. 
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able  Creatures  mufl  the  Tories  be,  to  oppofe  Them  in  ir, 
or  to  infill  upon  any  Security,  for  the  future,  againft 
Evils,  which  the  Experience  of  former  Times  had  taught 
Them  to  apprehend'?  However,  Mr.  Walfingbants bet- 
ter Thncs  have  been  long  fmce  come,  and  his  Whigs  have 
had  the  Honour  to  rci'icw  tbojejl  range  Conditions  ofGo- 
vernmtnt',  fome  of  which  have  been  aftually  repeal'^, 
and  others,  of  too  haul  Digeflion,  occafionally  qualify 'd 
ty  ftveral  goid  and  whole fme  Evolutions. 

But  I  muft  do  my  r.tzv  Antagonifr  the  Juftice  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  good  Earneft,  that  oneofthofe  Limitation; 
was  really  a  little  too  ilrait-laced.  I  mean  That,  which 
would  have  excluded  ALL  Perftns  in  Office  from  a  Seat 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  'the  Sticcejjion  took  Place. 
This,  I  fay,  was  too  ftridt,  and  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  great.  Inconvenience?,  at  leaft,  if  nothing 
worie.  The  Explanation  of  it  therefore,  by  the  4th  of 
Queen  Anne,  and  changing  the  fatal  Exclusion  into  a 
limited  one,  was  both  juil  and  proper.  Thus  far,  Mr* 
Walfingbam  and  I  are  agreed  ;  for  I  v.  ill  never  run  thro' 
thick  and  thin,  mecrly  for  the  Sake  of  oppofing  Him  ; 
though  He  makes  no  Scruple  of  doing  it,  upon  all  Occa- 
lions,  againft  any  Body,  that  appears  in  the  Caufe  of 
Liberty  or  our  Coriftitutiou. 

By  this  Aft  it  is  declared,  that  no  Per  ion,  who  fhall 
"  in  his  own  Name,  or  in   the  Name  of  any  other  in 
"  Trull   for  Him,  hold  any  NEW  OFFICE,  or  PLACE 
"  OF  PROFIT  WHATSOEVER  under  the  Crown,  whicli 
"  at  any  Time  hereafter  flia  11  be  created,  or  creeled,  nor 
"  any  Perfon,  who  fhall  be  a  CumnnJJioner,  Qt;$ub-Qorn~ 
mijjiwer  af  Prizes,  or  Secretary,  or  Receiver  of  the 
Prizes,  nor  any  Comptroller  of  the  Account  cf  the  Ar- 
my, nor  any  Ccmmiffionerof'Tranlports,  nor  any  Ccn- 
miffioner  of  the  fiek  and  wounded,  nor  any  Agent  fir 
any  Regiment,  w:  any  Comtni/fioner  for  Wine-Licences? 
nor  any  Governor,  or  Deputy  of  any  of  the  Plantations, 
nor  any  Commijfiorier  cf  the  Navy,  employ'd  in  any 
of  the  Out-Ports,  nor  any  Pcrfon  having  any  PEN- 
H  2  SIGN 
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"  si  ON  from  the  Crown,  during  Pleajure,  fliall  be  cap- 
able of  being  elected,  or  of  iittjrig,  or  of  voting,  as  a 
Mtmbrr  of  the  Houfe  cfCc/mtnc-ns. 
Mr.   Waifin*bam  "amrm?,  (i  that  this    Law,  un;!cr 
v.'hich  the  Succeffion  to  the  Crown  took  Effeft  in  the 
P  rot  eft  ant  Lirtf*  ought  to  be  confider'd  as  a  funda- 
mental Lav;  cf  ibe  prefect   Con/I  it  tttisn."  —  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  good  Law  ;  and,  perhaps,  there  never  was 
one  of  greater  Equity  and  Juftice  ;   but,  for  my  Part,  I 
:c  nothing  rvsrc-fy'iJ  amenta!  m  it  than  in  an>;  other 
L<i:';,  li-nder  which  the  tame  Succ-'jfion  took  Effect.   How- 
ever, -not  to  wrangle  with  Mr.  Waijlngham  about  Terms, 
is  there  any  thing  in.  tl«?  Nature  of  a  fundamental  Law 
ib  very   iacred  snd  inviolable,  th.it  it    mull  never  be  <?/- 
/^Vand  awtndt'd,.  ncr  even    ib  much  as  exp!ai??d  and 
inforced  ?  I  hope  the  Squire  will  be  fo  model!  as  to  own, 
that  the  Aft  efSolf/smtf.'t  itielf  was,  at  kail,  as  funda- 
mental d  LtKtf  as  the  other ;   and  yet  it  is  well  known 
'  icveral  Alterations  and  Amendments, 
pirncu'a:];/  in  t'vis  very  Dill ;  which  ii  intitled,  an  Aft 
for  tb*  litter  •  Security  "of  her    MnjiftysPerfon  and  Go- 
vemmrni,  and  oftbe  SUCCESS  ION  TO  THE  CROWN  IN 
THE  PROTESTANT  LIKE.  Nay,  whit  is  fiill  farther  to 
t;ie  Piirj-  ofe.  Ke  canr.ot  -finely  forget   that  a  Claul'e  in  the 
'-'  ';L:il:m  /.'.',    .  /  \vhicli  till  future  Kingi  were  ref- 
tr ai !?d  trim  %.'./:?  out  cf  tbcfc  Dominions,  without  Con- 
Jtnt  of  Part:  a  ne>;t,  was  actually  rcpeal'd,  even  after,  the 
Succejp-m  took  EJfttf,  without  any  juii  Imputation,   I 
hop?,  of  torching  Fundamentals. 

The  Qaeftion  thercfo-e  i-,  whether  this  fundamental 
Li:rj,  as  A-lr.  Waijinghain  ililes  ir,  hath  been  duly  oh- 
ferved  in  all  Parts;  especially  with  Regard  \.onezo  Offices, 
Places  in  Truft,  and  fctrct  Per.fions.  I  am  fure,  We  have 
had  frequent  Cumphints  upon  all  the fz  HstiJs,  in  for- 
mer Parliaments  ;  and  I  am  afraid  not  always  without 
fome  Grounds.  IfnoPt:rfon  is  capable  of  iltting  and 
voting  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  hath  any  PE  N- 
s  10  N//"</  mtbe  Crswn,  during  P  leaf  art,  as  ibis  Law  de- 
clare?, 
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clares,  why  did  one  Houfe  throw  out  the  PENSION  BILL; 
which  was  intended  only  to  put  it  in  Force,  by  dif- 
covering  the  Violators  of  it  ?  Or,  why  was  a  Motion 
fbon  afterwards  rejected,  in  the  other,  for  a  Committee 
to  enquire  into  this  Masters  ?  —  If  no  Member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  have  any  Place  held  in  Truft 
for  Him,  why  was  Ib  much  ever-memorable  Dexterity 
employ'd  to  elude  the  Defign  of  a  late  Enquiry  into  the 
Fraud's  of  the  Cufloms  ?  —  Let  Mr.  Walfingham  lay  his 
Hand  upon  that  righteous  Heart,  which  overflows  with 
fo  many  Profeflions  of  difinterejled  Probity,  and  give 
Me  a  fair  Anfwer  to  theie  Queitions;  for  if  there  ne- 
ver was  a  Law  of  greater  Equity  and  Juitice  than  this, 
as  He  tells  us  himlelf,  what  Reafon  can  there  be  why  it 
ought  not  to  be  put  in  Execution  ;  or  how  can  That  be 
done,  without  fome  Method  to  deteft  the  Offenders 
agninfl  it  ? 

He  then  proceeds  to  another  Claufe,  in  l\\zfame  Aft, 
by  which  it  is  provided,  "  that  if  any  Perfon,  not  with- 
in the  Description  of  the  former,  fhall  accept  of  any 
Office  of  Profit  from  the  Crown,  after  He  is  chofen  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  his  Election  fhall 
be  void,  and  a  new  Writ  (hall  iffue  for  a  new  EIe£liont 

as  if  fucb  Perfon  was  naturally  dead." Upon 

which  He  obferves,  "  that  the  Parliament  proceeded, 
in  this  Aft,  with  that  happy  Moderation,  which  pre- 
ferved  the  Rights  of  the  People,  yet  bounded  the 
Growth  of  Power  in  the  Crown;  for  having  declared 
\v\\zt  particular  Officers,  in  the  Service  of  the  Crofyn, 
fliould,  for  the  future,  be  incapable  of  retrefenting  the 
People,  They  then  left  the  Bulk  of  Officers,  in  the 
Service  of  the  Publick,  to  the  free  Option  of  the 
People  ;  who  might  chufe  Them,  as  They  appear'd 
to  be  Men  of  Fortunes  and  Characters,  in  their  ie- 
fpcftive  Countries ;  or  might  refufe  Them,  if  They 
accepted  Employments,  contrary  to  the  Senfe  oftlelr 
Eleftors, 

Now,   I  would  ask  this  acute  Reafwer,  whether  the 

Boroughs  of  Cornwal,  and  feveral  other  Sea-fort  Towns, 

H  3  are 
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are  left  to  the  free  Opticn  of  tie  People ;  whether  They 
are  generally  reprefented  by  Men  of  Fortunes  and  Cb'i- 
raflers,  in  the  ir  refpeftive  Countries;  or  whether  They 
have  not  too  commonly  been  under  the  abfolute  Difpo- 
fal  of  the  Crown,  or  the  Minifter.  Did  He  never  hear 
of  any  Complaints  from  fome  of  thefe  Birc-ugbs,  (parti- 
cularly Thofe  under  the  Influence  of  the  Docks,  the 
Nary,  and  the  Admiralty)  that  Perfons  have  been  pub- 
lickly  threatened  with  the  Lofs  of  their  Bread,  if  They 
prefumed  to  make  a  free  UJe  of  their  Senfcs,  upon  thele 
Occafions  ;  and  have  not  maty  of  Them  actually  loft  ir, 
for  being  fo  refraflory  as  to  diiobey  the  Commands  of 
their  faperiorOfficri  ? 

As  to  the  Provifion,  which  makes  void  the  Seat  tfany 
Member,  ivbo  accepts  of  an  Employment ;  it  is,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  render'd  ineffectual  by  the  very  fame  Claufe, 
which  makes  Him  capable  of  being  eh  fled  again  ;  for 
every  Body  knows  thaty»r£  Perfons  are  generally  chofen 
for  the  Boroughs  before-mentiond,  which  cannot  be  pro- 
perly faid  to  have  any  Senfe  of  their  own  ;  or  for  Thofe, 
which  Bifnop  Burnet  calls  the  rotten  Part  of  our  Corifti- 
tution^  and  will  always  be  liable  to  the  prevailing  In- 
fluence of  fublick  Monty.  If  any  Perfons  are  gain'd 
over  to  the  Court  Side,  by  lucrative  Motives,  who  hap- 
pen to  be  chofen  for  Counties,  Cities,  or  great  Cofora- 
t:ens,  They  are  generally  gratify'd  fome  oiher  Way,  be- 
caufe  They  feldom  care  to  truft  a  new  Elefticn ;  and 
This,  perhaps,  may  be  the  Reafon  why  a  certain  up- 
right Gentleman,  fent  to  Parliament  from- a  famous  City 
not  far  off,  hath  not  yet  been  dignify *d  and  diftinguifa'd, 
according  to  his  Merit. 

T\i&Squire  h  further  plenfed  to  info-m  ut,  "  that  the 
"  Difability  of  fuch  Officers,  by  this  Aft,  as  had  not 
"  b:en  difabled  by  farmer  Laws,  was  on  Account  of 
"  their  being  immediately  employ'd  in  coHifling  Taxes 
«•  en  She  Pctp.'e"  —  I  fhould  like  wife  be  glad  to  know 
any  particular  Pxcafon,  why  Thojt  in  tbt  Diftribution  of 
the  Revenue  ought  not  to  be  excluded,  as  v.eil  as  the 
OtLcrs-fl  mean  the  little  Clirks  and  petty  Officer i,  who 

have 
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have  been  fometimes  (een  fitting  Cheek  by  Joul  with 
their  Mafters,  as  Equals  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
fometimes  ftanding  bare-headed  behind  their  Chairs,  like 
Lacqueys,  in  their  refpeflive  Offices, 

He  telh  us,  indeed.  "  that  the  whole  Kingdom  ac- 
quiefced  in  fuch  Limitations  as  this  Law  had  declared. 
They  faw  it  was  not  in  tbe  Patver  oftbeQrown,  to 
increafe  the  Number  of  Officers  in  tbe  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.  For  the  reft,  They  were  perfectly  fatif- 

fy'd  that  the  Navy,  the  Army,  and  the  Ad?;tini ft  ration 
of  Affairs  fhould  be  in  the  Hands  of  thfir  own  Reprc- 
fentatives,  " — For  my  Part,  I  have  feen  nothing  like 
fuch  a  national  Acquiefccnce,  as  long  as  I  can  remember  ; 
unlefs  He  mean?  that  the  People  have  not  proceeded  to 
Force  ;  and  if  They  were  fatisfy'd,  at  rM,  that  the  Na- 
fy,  the  Army  and  the  Admijiiftrat:on  fhould  not  be  ex- 
cluded, That  is  no  Reafcn  why  They  ought  not  to  be  fo 
at  prefenf,  according  to  his  own  Way  of  Reaibning  ; 
for  He  admits,  "  that  as  a  long-continued  Werhad  in- 
"  creafed  the  Number  of  Officers,  in  all  the  Branches  of 
"  the  publick  Service,  feme  Rejlraint  feem'd  neceffary, 
"  t-n&j'ciw  Incapacities]^  ;  that  the  People  might  not 
"  be  aggrieved  by  the  Multiplication  of  Employments." 
' — Now,  if  the  Circumftances  of  Affairs,  fn/ 
Time,  have  produced  other  Reafons  of  the  fame  Kind, 
fome  farther  ^Reftraints  and  Incapacities  are  eqiiaJly  juft  ; 
and  I  would  ask  this  nicefplitter  of  Hairs,  whether  our 
Conftitutim  was  fo  exactly  fix'd  and  bounded  by  the  Aft 
of'^ueen  Anne,  that  it  hath  admitted  of  no  Alteration 
fince  ?  V/ill  He  fay,  in  Particular,  that  the  Parliament, 
wh9  pais'd  this  Aft,  could  poffibly  forefce  that  We 
mould  continue  to  keep  zftanding  Army,  for  fo  many 
Years  of  Peace,  of  thirty  or  fo-'y  tboujand  Men;  (in 
England  &&&  Ir-eland,  all  the  Officers  of  which  vaft  Bo- 
dy are  capable  of  lifting  and  voting  in  the  Hoafe  tfCorn- 
tfiins  ?  Be  fides,  Mr.  IWaJfoigbam  is  guilty  of  a  grofs 
Fallacy,  when  He  tells  us,'  "  that  it  is  not  in  the  Povvtr 
"  of  the  Crown,  to  increafe  the  Number  ofOjfifers  in 

"  the 
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"  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  becaufe  all  new  Offices  are  ex- 
"  eluded,"  it  being  ftill  in  their  Power  to  do  This,  by 
crouding  in  a  Glut  of  little  Underftrappers,  upon  the  old 
Eftablijkmcnt',  of  whom,  God  knows,  there  are  Num- 
bers enough,  in  this  Kingdom,  to  fill  the  wbele  Houfe 
five  or  fix  Times  over.  I  mention  This  the  rather,  be- 
caufe I  believe  it  would  be  found,  upon  Enquiry,  that 
it  is  a  Practice,  which  hath  increafed  upon  Us,  of  late 
Years,  to  a  very  great  Degree But  to  proceed  ; 

NotwirManding  the  general  Acquiescence  of  the 
whole  Kingdom  under  tbefe  Limitation',  We  are  told,  in 
the  very  next  Paragraph,  that  the  Wbigs  themfelves 
moved  for  a  farther  Limitation,  in  the  Year  1709; 
That  i.1,  juft  five  Tears  after  this  fundamental  Acl  was 
pafs'd.  "  Ay,  but  This  was  done,  fays  the  modejt 
"  Squire,  by  way  of  juft  Retaliation  upon  the  TORIES, 
"  who  had  the  fhamelefs  Front  to  oppofe  it,  in  their 

own  Time  of  Power" I  hope  none  of  tbefe  Whigs 

have  been  guilty  of  the  fame  Ineonjtftency  fince,  nor  will 
ever  have  \\\zjhamelefs  Front  to  copy  afrer  the  Tories, 
mould  They  throw  it  back  again  upon  tbefe  Whigs,  in 
their  own  Time  of  Power;  for  then,  I  am  afraid  "  it 
will  be  rehear  fed  by  Pofterity,  as  this  admirable  Orator 
"  expefles  it,  with  equal  Wonder  and  Indignation, 
"  on  both  Sides. 

He  then  launches  out,  with  laudable  Severity,  ac- 
cording to  Cuftom,  againft  the  Court-Party  of  thofe 
Times  ;  "  whofe  Corruption  was  fo  flagrant,  and  their 
"  Iniquities  fo  enormous,  that  the  Mercenaries  of  that 
«'  Adminift ration  had  not  only  ftanding  Pen/icm,  but 

"  Bribes  for  every  Jingle  Vote" Nay,  I   affure 

You,  Sir,  that  He  hath  Bifhop  Burners  Authority  for 
what  He  fays ;  which  cannot  be  retorted  upon  an.y 
Court  Party,  or  the  Mercenaries  of  any  AJmhiiftration, 
lince  that  Time-. 

What  an  happy  Thing  is  it  for  thefe  Writers  and 
their  Patron,  that  there  ever  was  fuch  a  Set  of  Men  as 
Tiries  in  the  Nation  ;  for  whatever  Mifchief  They  may 

have 
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have  formerly  done,  They  have  certainly  been  of  excel- 
lent Ufe,  for  many  Years  paft  ;  not  only  by  c'overing'a 
Multitude  of  Sins,  kutfufpfying  a  total  Deficiency  of  Ar- 
gument, upon  all  Occafions. 

At  length  Mr.  Waljlngbam  comes  to  the  Point,  and 
tells  us,  "  that  We  are  mow  to  judge  of  the  important 
"  Queiiion  ;  whether  the  Number  of  Officers  in  the 
"  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not  already  /ufficiently  limited ; 
"  and  whether  We  ought  not  to  remain  (atisffitl.  with  the 
"  Laws  in  Being."  —  I  own  This  to  be  a  true  State  of 
the  Qiieftion  ;  and  will  put  the  Iflue  of  the  Controverfy 
upon  ir.  Mr  W'alfingham  feems  to  admit,  towards  the 
latter  End  of  his  Paper,  that  it  is  pojjiite  for  the  Qov,  n 
to  provide  for  near  HALF  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  which, 
with  the  conifont  Tribe  of  Hopcrs,  Candidates  for  Ho- 
nours, Ribons,  -vacant  Places,  and  fecret  Penfions,  be- 
fides  party  and  perfona I  Attachments,  will  always  fecure 
a  Majority,  unlels  upon  fome  very  extraordinary  Oc- 
c  aj?o.n. 

The  good  Squirt  affefts  a  dreadful  Apprehenflon  that, 
if  any  (uch  BUI  mould  pafs,  all  the  great  Employments 
its  the  Government  would  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Lords ;  and  coniequcady  that  They  would  by  Degrees 
become  an  Over-Match  for  the  Commons.  But  This  is 
nothing  to  the  Purpofe  ;  for  the  Quefiion  is  not  about 
dlfabling  all  Members  cf  the  Houfe  cf  Commons  from 
holding  Offices,  but  limiting  the  Number;  in  which 
Limitation  the  greater  Offices  might  all  be  allow'd  tena- 
ble with  a  Seat  in  that  Houje  ;  and  if  little  Clerks,,  and 
other  low  Officers  were  excluded,  would  fitcb  PL-ice;  go 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Lords  ?  There  is  no  Defign  of  ex- 
cluding the  great  Pojti,  which  give  Weight  and  Sup- 
port to  the  Government,  and  mull  fall  to  the  Share  of 
Men  of  Rank,  and  great  Fortune  ;  but  to  prevent  an  In- 
undation  of  paltry  Upftarts,  in  minifterial  Offices.  . 

The  modejl  Efquire  is  fo  fenfible  of  This  himfelf,  that 
He  endeavours  to  evade  the  Point  by  an  Argument  fo 
trifling  and  fophiilical,  that  it  deferves  no  Ar.fwer. ' 

-But 
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Bat  He  tells  us,  "  that  the  Objection  of  Dependence 
"  on  the  Crown,  arifir.g  from  Trufts  of  this  Nature,  is 
"  invidious,  and  is  not  true  ;  for  a  Gentleman  of  one  thou- 
*•'  fand  Pounds  per  Annum,  in  bit  own  Right,  will  never 
"  leflen  the  Security  of  his  Eftate,  on  any  Confiderati- 
"  on,  even  of  double  the  Sum,  enjoy'd  from  Year  to 

"  Year  by  Favour." This  may  be  partly  true, 

flnd  partly  falie,  but  is  all  Prevarication  ;  for  though 
no  Gentlemen,  in  their  Senfes,  would  give  up  a  thou- 
Jand  Pounds  a  Year,  in  their  own  Right,  at  once,  for 
double  the  Sum,  held  by  Favour ;  Experience  fhevvs, 
that  many  of  Them  may  be  induced  to  facrifice  Part  of 
their  yearly  Income,  fora  Sum  more  than  equivalent  to 
what'The'y  facririced,  though  inferior  to  the  whole 
Produce  of  their  Eft  ate  3.  I  muft  here  defire  \\*.'Wal- 
jingb'am  to  lay  his  Hand  once  more  upon  his  Heart., 
and  anfwer  the  following  Queilion?.  Did  He  never 
hear  of  any  Mcjfages,  or  even  perfcnal  Command 's 
upon  Men  in  Office,  to  vote  according  to  Direction,  upon 
ffrtain  Occajions  ?  Have  not  feveral  Pcribns  publickly 
declared,  by  Way  of  Apology  for  their  Conduft,  that 
They  would  not  have  voted  for  fuck  a  Bill,  or  againft 
fuch  a  Propofal,  had  it  not  been  on  this  Account  ?  Have 
not  feme  Men  in  Office  had  a  Licence,  now  and  then, 
for  the  Sake  of  Popularity,  to  vote  againft  the  Court ; 
and  have  not  Others  complain'd  that  They  were  not 
allow'd  the  fame  Liberty  f  Have  no  Perfons  loft  Regi- 
ments, Flags,  and  other  Preferments,  of  which  They 
were  either  poffefs'd,  or  to  which  They  were  juftly  en- 
tided,  for  afling  according  to  their  Ccnfciences ;  and  is 
it  to  be  fuppoied  that  no  Others  have  been  prevail'd  up- 
on to  act  agdnft  them,  by  fuch  Examples  ? 

Mr.  Walfingham  feems  refolved,  at  laft,  to  mew  his 
Learning,  and  informs  us,  "  that  the  Roman  Comtnon- 
"  wealth  was  attended  with  perpetual  Struggles  on  this 
*'  very  Point,  that  the  People  might  fliare  the  great  Of- 
"  fees  with  the  Nobility  ;  and  that  They  gain'd  con- 
"  timially  in  thefe  Contefts."  —*  Very  true ;  but  who 

had 
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had  the  Difpofition  of  thefe  great  Offices  ?  Why  the 
People.  The  Tril'.'nes  were,  properly  fpeaking,  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  and  chofen  by  Themfelves. 
The  Confuls  had  the  executive  Power,  excepting  when  • 
a  Di  fiat  or  was  created  ;  and  the  People,  by  Degrees, 
made  Themfelves  capable  of  this  high  Office,  as  well 
as  all  others.  That  is,  They  obtain'd  a  Share  in  the 
executive  Power,  as  well  as  the  legislative.  But  is  This 
parallel  to  the  Cafe  of  England,  where  the  executive 
Power  is  in  one  Hand,  who  hath  the  Power  of  influ- 
encing the  Peoples  Representatives  by  the  Difpofition  of 
all  Places,  Honours  and  Rewards  ? 

I  could  eafily  fpin  thefe  Remarks  into  a  much  greater 
Length  ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  I  have  already  tranf- 
grefs'd  too  far  in  my  firft  EfTay  ;  and  (hall  therefore 
conclude  with  obferving  that  Mr.  Walfingham's  whole 
Argument  {  if  I  may  call  fuch  wretched  Sophiltry  by 
that  Name  )  is  built  upon  a  falfe  Poftulatttm,  that  the 
late  Bill  was  intended  to  exclude  all  Officers  out  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  whereas,  in  Truth,  it  was  only  to 
incapacitate  a  Parcel  of  little  Fellows,  and  prevent  their 
overpowering  Gentlemen,  ofthebefl  Characters  and  For- 
tunes in  the  Kingdom, 
lam,  S  IR, 

Tour  dutiful  Nephew,  and  humble  Servant, 
A.  THE.  D'ANVERS. 


SA-TURD  AY 
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Some  Remarks  on  that  Part  of  tie  Argument  con- 
cerning Our  ANCIENT  and  MODERN  CONSTI- 
TUTION, which,  relates  to  the  ANTIQUITY  OF 
PARLIAMENTS. 

'HERE  is  not  a  more  filly  Ambition, 
as  a  late  excellent  Writer  obferves,  than 
That  of  having  the  laft  Word  in  a  Dif- 
puft.  The  only  jufl  End  of  all  polemi- 
cal Writing  is  to  clear  up  fome  important 
Poir.t,  which  is  either  really  doubtful  in 
itfelf,  or  hath  been  made  the  Subjeft  of  Litigation  ;  and 
when  the  Parties  on  betb  Sides  have  produced  the  belt 
Arguments  They  are  able  for  their  different  Opinion?, 
the  Pttbiick  mult  be  left  to  decide  between  Them.  All 
beyond  This  is  mecr  Cavilling  ;  and,  inftead  of  inform- 
ing- the  World,  ferves  only  to  lead  Them  farther  into 
the  Dark.  People  of  captious  Dhpofitions,  and  with 
very  fmall  Abilities,  may  wrangle  eternally  upon  any 
Subject,  and  keep  a  Controveriy  alive,  by  peribnal  Al- 
tercations, perpetual  Repetitions  of  the  fame  Thing, 
or  running  off  to  ^u  (ft  ions  t  that  are  quite  foreign  to 
the  original  Difpute. 

This  isib  exaftly  the  Cafe  of  our  late  Contcft  about 
the  Antiquity  of  PARLIAMENTS  in  England,  that  I  am 
refolved  to  put  a  fmifhing  Hand  to  it,  by  giving  my 
Readers  a  true  State  of  the  Point  in  Debate,  and  fub- 
mitting  it  to  their  impartial  Determination. 

This  Controverfy  was  occafion'd    by  the  following  . 
Pffitiens,  amongft  others  of  the  fame  Nature  and  Ten- 
dency, 
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dency,  which  I  fhall  quote  verbatim  from  their  reflec- 
tive Authors. 

Mrs.  Osborne  aflerted,  "  *  that  the  People  of 
"  England,  by  our  A.NTIENT  CONSITUTION,  were 
"  SLAVES  BY  LAW  ESTABLISH'D;  and  that  the 
"  PARLIAMENTS,  of  thofe  Days,  were  neither  cho- 
*'  fen  by  the  PEOPLE,  nor  compofed  of  the  PEOPLE. 

She  was  afterwards  feconded  in  thefe  AfTertJons  by 
another  Writer  on  the  fame  Side,  of  a  much  more  ele- 
vated Rank;  who  told  u?,  ««  f  that  the  Birth  of 
"  REAL  LIBERTY,  in  this  Kingdom,  is  of  no  older  a 
"  Date  than  from  the  Abdication  of  King  James  the" 
"  2d ;  or,  at  fartheft,  from  the  Reftoration. 

In  Anfwer  to  tbefe  Pofetions,  which  ftruck  at  the  fun- 
damental Principles  of  our  Government,  I  have'  proved 
from  the  befl  Writers,  and  moft  antient  Records,  ( the 
only  Authorities  in  fuch  a  Cafe)  that  our  Ancelbrs,  in 
the  Saxon  Times,  were  a  free  People,  and  actually  pof. 
fefs'd  a  Share  in  the1  Lcgiflatitre ;  that  neither  this  Right, ' 
nor  the  Exercife  of  it,  were  totally  abolilh'd  by'Iff/fiam' 
the  \ ft,  commonly  call'd  the  Conqueror,  or  any  of  his 
Sticceffors,  by  any  publick  Acl  on  their  Part,  or  any 
Ceffion  on  the  Side  of  the  People ;  that  whatever  In- 
fringements may  have  been  made  on  this  Right,  by  fe- 
veral  of  our  antient  Kings,  or  however  the  Form  of 
convening  and  holding  Parliaments  may  have  vary'd, 
in  Courle  of  Time,  the  People  have  always  made  a  Part 
of  them,  either  perfonal/y,  or  by  Reprefentation  ;  that 
fo  long  ago  as  King  John's  Reign,  this  Right  of  the 
People  was  folemnly  recogni/.ed  by  the  great  Charter ; 
and  tho'  it  is  Matter  of  Difpute,  whether  any  Parlia- 
ment was  regularly  call'd,  according  to  the  Terms  of 
the  Charter,  either  in  that  or  the  next  Reign,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  two  Knights  were  return'd  for  each  County,  as 

VOL.  XIV.  I  They 

*  Lond.  Journal,  March  16,  17; 3-4. 
f  Antleni  and  modern  Liberty  -flared  and  'compared  ; 
/•  5'  4°- 
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They  are  at  pteient,  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  ijl ; 
from  which  Time,  as  Mr.  Rapin  obferves,  We  have  an 
uninterrupted  Serin  cf  all  the  Parliaments  held  in  Eng- 
land; That  is,  for  about  four  hundred  ami  fifty  Years. 
The  fame  Author  tells  us  farther,  that  the  ConJ}itution 
of  thefe  AfTemblies,  fucb  as  it  is  at  this  Day,  was  f» 
well  fettled  in  this  Reign,  that  there  was  an  additional 
Law  made  to  the  great  Charter,  by  which  it  was  enacted 
that  no  Tax  Jbould  be  levfd  upon  'the  People,  without 
the  Confent  of  tke  Commons. 

Tliis  is  all  that  I,  or  any  other  Writer  in  the  Craftf- 
man,  as  far  as  I  can  recollecl,  ever  advanced  concern- 
ing the  Antiquity  of  our  Parliaments,  and  what  I  appre- 
hend to  be  fufficiently  proved. 

Let  us  now  lee  what  hath  been  faid,  by  Way  of 
Reply. 

In  the  firfl  Place,  We  are  told  that  although  there 
•were  certain  AJJemblies,  in  antient  Times,  cali'd  PA  R- 

LIAMENTS,  Or  GREAT  COUNCILS  OF  THE  NA- 
TION; yet  They  confiiled  only  of  the  KING,  the 
CHURCH  and  the  BARONS;  by  the  laft  of  which 
They  would  have  us  underfland  'Nobles,  Peers  of  the 
Realm,  or  Lords  cf  Parliament,  as  They  are  now  cali'd  ; 
tho'  nothing  is  plainer  from  our  Hiiiory  and  Records 
than  that  the  Word  Barons,  generally  ipeaking,  had  a 
quite  different  A  leaning,  in  former  Times,  and  fignily'd 
no  more  than  Lords  of  Manors,  or  Gentlemen  of  great 
landed  ILJlates.  The  Diftin&ion  of  greater  and  Ifjftr 
Barons,  from  whence  our  prej'ent  Form  of  Nobility  is 
originally  derived,  did  not  take  Place  till  the  Reign  of 
King  John,  or  fometime  before,  v.hen  the  greater  Ba- 
rofis  were  hril  cali'd  up  to  Parliament  \>y  Writ ;  and 
the  Method  of  creating  Them  by  Letters  Patent  did 
not  come  into  Ule  till  almoft  two  hundred  Years  after- 
wards. It  is  ridiculous  therefore  to  conclude  that  the 
People  bad  no  Share  in  the  Parliaments  of  tbofe  Times, 
becaufe  the  Gentlemen,  who  compofed  them,  were 
caiVd  E areas ',  as  the  Members  of  our  Cinque- Ports  are 

at 
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at  prefent,  and  as  feveral  other  Reprefentatives  of  Cities 
and  Boroughs  formei-ly  \vere.  But  it  is  ftill  more  ab- 
furd  to  argue  that  our  Ancestors  had  no  RIGHT  to  a 
Share  in  the  Legijiature,  by  our  antient  Saxon  Conftitu- 
~tion,  even  fuppofing  it  to  be  true  that  feveral  of  out- 
Kings,  fince  the  Conqueft,  had  absolutely  deprived  Them 
of  the  Exercife  and  Enjoyment  of  it,  for  a  Courfe  of 
Time. 

Again,  it  is  favd,  that  when  We  meet  with  the  Words 
Populus,  Populus  univerfus,  Commumtas  Anglic,  ar.d 
the  like,  in  our  antient  Hiitories,  as  fummoti'd  to 
Parliament,  We  are  not  to  underftand  them  of  the 
People,  according  to  the  prefent  Sen fe  of  thofe Words; 
becauie  Property  was  then  in  much  fewer  Hands  than 
it  is  at  prefent,  arid  confequentiy  the  Commons  could 
not  have  fo  large  a  Share  in  the  Legijiature  as  They  have 
now.  But  if  the  Word  Barons  muft  be  underflood  to 
bear  the  feme  Senfe,  in  former  Times,  that  it  does  row, 
accoiding  to  their  Argument ;  why  fhould  not  the  Word 
Populus,  and  efpecially  Populus  univerfus,  or  Popufai 
totius  Angliee  ?  It  is  a  little  hard,  methinks,  to  male 
Ufe  of  fuch  a  double-edged  Weapon  againft  us,  which 
cuts  either  Way,  and  will  hardly  admit  of  any  De- 
fence. They  ought  to  compound  the  Matter,  at  leait, 
and  not  claim  fuch  anarbitiary  Interpretation  of  Words, 

in  their  own  Favour. Befides,   according   to  this 

Way  of  Reafoning,  it  might  be  proved  that  the  People 
of  England,  lt,ri£lly  Ipeaking,  have  but  a  fmall  Share  in 
the  Legijiature  at  prefent,  and  are  not  governed  by 
Laws  of  their  own  making ;  which  hath  always  been 
look'd  upon  as  the  moft  fundamental  Article  of  popular 
Liberty,  and  the  peculiar  Happinefs  of  our  Ccnjlitutioa; 
This,  I  fay,  might  be  eafily  proved,  if  fuch  Arguments 
as  the  rrtinifteritU  Writers  have  advanced  upon  this  Sub- 
jeft  will  hold  good  ;  for  a  very  great  Majority  of  the 
People,  through  the  whole  Kingdom,  have  no  Right, 
by  our  prefent  Cwftitution,  either  to  fit  in  PARLIA- 
MENT, or  to  give  their  Votes  for  a  Reprefentative  of 
I  2  any 
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pny  CQUKTY,  CJ,TY,  or  CORPORATION. —I  men- 
tion This  only  to  flicw  the  Folly  of  tbefe  Writers,  and 
Jto  what  Abfurdities  They  might  be  driven,  if  their 
.Arguments  fhould  be  pufh'd  as  far  as  they  will  go.  The 
Point  in  Difputcis,  whether  the  People  of  England  bad 
antiently  any  Share  in  the  Legijlature,  and  not  concern- 
ing the  Degree  of  it,  or  the  Num-bcr  vfTbofe,  who  ex- 
ercifed  it ;  though  I  own  Thefe  to  be  happy  Alterations 
for  die  Security  of  our  Liberties  and  Properties.  For 
ihe  fame  Reafon,  I  heartily  vvifli  that  the  Number  of 
'Freeholder!  may  not  be  decreafing,  at  prefer, t,  amongft 
.us,  by  the  Burthen  of  Taxes  on  one  Side,  and  exorbi- 
'Ja/tt  Gains  on  the  other. 

We  have  ii].;ew lie  been  led  into  a  ftrange,  wild-goofe 
Ci.aic,  about  the  natural  Rights  of  Mar-kind;  in  which 
/every  Individual  of  the  whole  Creadon  is  equally  con- 
xern'd  ;  all  d)e  wretched  Slaves  of  AJia,  Africa  and 
America,  as  much  as  the  more  happy  People  of  Europe  } 
a:id  every  one  cf  Item,  as  much  as  Ourfelves  j  for  I 
am  ready  to  agree  with  that  profound  Reafoner,  Mrs. 
Qiborttf,  that  all  Mankind  have  the  [a me  natural  Right 
to  Liberty ;  but  dots  She  think  that  old  Cwftitutionsf  fo- 
Jeronly  eftabliih'd,  and  frequently  confirm'd  by  Com- 
faffs  with  our  Governors,  add  no  Weight,  or  give  no 
Sanction  to  the  Law  cf  Nature?  If  This  is  the  Cafe, 
.where  is  the  Benefit  of  any  legal Inftitutions  ;  or  why 
was  fo  muchTieafure  expended,  and  fo  much  Blood 
fpilr,  to  obtain  Magna  Cbarta,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aflt 
and  the  BUI  cf  Rights  ? 

It  hath  likewife  been  objefted  that  We  exclude  all  re? 
ligious  Liberty  oat  of  our  general  Idea  of  Liberty,  and 
that  there  was_no  fuch  Thing,  under  our  antiwt  CfK' 
Jlitution  ;  but  This  is  fo  foolifh  a  Cavil,  and  indeed 
comes  from  fo  mean  an  Hand,  that  I  am  almoft  afhamed 
to  take  any  Notice  of  it,  and  mould  indrely  pafs  it  over 
in  Silence,  if  it  had  not  been  frequently  repeated  in  the 
xew  Gazette.  I  mail  therefore  bellow  only  a  curfory 
Remark  or  twp  upoii  it.  And,///,  if  is  evident  to 

a  ay 


STfe  CRAFTSMAN.         101 

any  Man,  of  common  Senfe,  that  our  Argument  natu- 
rally led  us  to  the  Confederation  of  the  civil  Part  of  our 
C'j/ijtitution  ;  and  particularly  That,  which  relates  to 
the  Antiquity  of  Parliaments.  But,  fccondly,  if  by  re- 
ligious Liberty  is  meant  the  Liberty  of  dijfenting  from  the 
eft  Mi  ft?  d  Religion,  as  the  Words  of  our  Author  plainly 
import ;  the  Reaibn  why  there  was  no  fucb  Liberty,  in 
thoie  Times,  feems  m  be,  that  the  whole  Kingdom  was 
then  of  the  fame  Opinion,  with  Regard  to  religious 
Matters  ;  and  therefore  nobody  defired  it,  or  contended 
for  it.  Pepery  was  eftablifh'd  in  this  Ifland  with  Chifti- 
anity  itfelf,  and  continued  to  be  the  only  Religion  for 
many  Ages  afterwards ;  which  ought  to  be  imputed  to 
the  general  Ignorance  of  thoje  Times,  rather  than  to  any 
Defecl  in  our  Conflitution.  Our  Ancefiors  were  rather 
Bigots  than  Slaves ;  or  Slaves,  at  leaft,  in  Principle  and 
Faith,  as  well  as  Law,  There  was  no  Occafion  for  Li- 
berty of  Conscience,  as  to  thofe  Points,  till  the  Confcinices 
of  Men  were  divided  about  them  ;  which  did  not  happen 
till  the  Revival  of  Learning  began  to  open  their  Eyes, 
and  at  Length  produced  the  Reformation,  If  would 
therefore  be  as  good  an  Argument  againft  our  antient 
Conflitution,  to  fay  that  there  was  no  fuch  Thing  as  the 
Liberty  of  the  PRESS,,  before  the  Art  of  PRINTING 
was  invented ;  for  the  violent  Proceedings  of  fome 
Reigns  fince  the  Reformation,  upon  a  religious  Account, 
•do  not  affeft  our  prefent  Queftioa  about  antient  Li- 
berty. 

It  is'admitted,  by  Dame  Osborvc,    "  that  Mr.  Sydney, 
of  immortal  Memory,   who  thoroughly  underftood 
the  Principles   of  Liberty,  and  fevera!   other  Whig- 
Writers,  whom  I  quoted,  labour'd  to  prove  the  Free? 
dam  of  the  antient  Conflitution,  and  the  Antiquity  of 
Parliaments"     Nay,  She  adds,  that  it  was  WELL 
MEANT  ;  but  They  were  all  mi/taken,  in  her  Opinion  •; 
or  rather,  as  She  feems  to  intimate,  it  was  only  a  pious 
Fraud,  madeUfe  of,  at  that  Time,  againft  the  arbitrary 
Dcfigns  of  the  Court-,  but  there  being  no  juft  Grounds 
'I  3  '  '       t* 
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to  apprehend  any  fucb  Defigns  at  prefent,  She  treats  it 
as  a  monftrous  Piece  of  Wickednefs  to  preach  up  thefe 
Doftrines  any  longer ;  and  tells  us,  with  as  much  Con- 
fidence as  if  She  held  a  perfonal  Correfpondence  with 
Mr.  Sydney  in  his  Grave,  that  if  He  bad  lived  in  thefe 
Days,  He  would  never  bave  wrote  his  Book. 

After  all  thefe  Abfurdities,  Subterfuges  and  Prevarica- 
tions, She  rambles  at  lad  into  a  formal  Defence  of  the 
REVOLUTION,  againfl  tbe  DISSERTATION  UPON 
PARTIES;  though  the  Author  of  that  mafterb)  Piece 
hath  defended  the  Revolution  with  more  Strength  of 
Argument,  and  better  Succefs,  than  any  ether  Writer 
\vhatibever ;  for  He  hath  not  only  juftify'd  the  Means, 
by  which  it  was  brought  about,  on  the  moft  folid 
Grounds ;  as  well  as  explain'd  the  Dejign  of  it,  in  the 
cleared  Manner;  and  recommended  the  Completion  of 
fo  glorious  a  Work,  by  the  moft  forcible  Reafons ;  but 
hath  likewSfe  reconciled  great  Numbers  of  Perfons  to  it, 
who  had  formerly  entertain'd  fome  Prejudices  againft 
it,  and  coniirm'd  Others  in  thofe  good  Impreffion?, 
v;hich  They  had  already  begun  to  receive.  This  I 
know  to  be  true,  within  the  narrow  Compafs  of  my 
own  Acquaintance ;  and  I  am  inform'd,  by  very  good 
Authority,  that' it  hath  had  the  fame  happy  Effecls, 
in  feveral  diftant  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  I  wifh  the 
fame  could  be  fai  J,  with  Truth,  of  any  Productions, 
on  the  other  Side ;  for  That  would  do  the  prejent  E- 
ftablijbmeni  infinitely  more  Service  than  all  their  for- 
did Adulation  to  Minifttrs  and  Treaty -Mongers.  —  But 
to  return. 

What  hath  all  the  trite,  empty  Stuff  about  the  Pe- 
I'ohtlon,  with  which  Mother  Osfante  hath  lately  fill'd 
her  Papers,  to  do  with  the  prefent  Argument  ?  Who 
hath  ever  laid  that  the  antient  Conflitution  was  better, 
In  all  Refpedb,  than  the  modern-,  or  that  it  was  not 
confiderably  improved,  in  many,  by  the  "Revolution  ? 
I  am  fure.  no  fuch  Pofition  hath  been  ever  laid  down 
in  any  ritbefe  Papery  cither  by  the  Dffirtator  upon 

Partia, 
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Parties,  or  Myfelf',  but  the  direct  contrary  hath  been 
often  ailerted  and  maintain'd  by  Both.  The  only  Dif- 
ference between  Us,  and  the  minijlerial  Writers,  con- 
fills  in  This ;  that  They  date  all  our  real  Liberty  from 
the  REVOLUTION,  as  its  original  JErz,  and  fet  us 
forth  as  a  Nation  of  Slaves,  by  Law  eftablijh''d,  before 
that  Time ;  whereas  We  look  upon  it  only  as  a  Re- 
newal  of  our  antient  Conftitution,  or  a  Stiperftruflure 
built  on  the  fame  Foundations  «f  Liberty.  We  have 
faid,  indeed,  that  this  Fabrick  is  not  perfectly  finifli'd, 
but  dill  requires  fome  additional  Works,  to  fecure  it 
againft  internal  Fraud,  as  well  as  external  Force  ;  or, 
in  other  Words,  that  a  new  Sort  of  Power  hath  fprung 
up,  fince  the  Revolution,  by  the  Difpofition  of  an  in- 
numerable Multitude  of  PIacest  which  hath  already 
more  than  equall'd  the  antient  Power  of  the  Crown,  in 
any  former  Reign,  and  tends  more  effectually  to  the 
Deftruction  of  our  Conftitution.  This  is  an  Evil,  which 
hath  been  complain'd  of,  for  many  Years  paft,  by  all 
the  beft  Advocates  of  Liberty,  as  well  as  the  Dijfirtet- 
tor  upon  Parties  j  and,  as  it  continues  to  grow  upon  us, 
Hands  in  Need  of  fome  immediate  Remedy. 

Befides,  it  feems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted,  by 
all  the  minijlerial  Writers  upon  tins  Subjcft,  that  the 
antient  Power  of  PREROGATIVE  was  intirely  aboli/h'd 
at  the  Revolution ;  and  that  the  Crown  hath  nothing 
now  left,  to  ballance  the  other  Parts  of  the  Legijlature, 
but  the  Difpofition  of  PLACES.  Mrs.  Osborne  afierts 
This  expreily,  in  her  Paper  of  Augufl  the  i6th  ;  where 
She  tells  us,  that  the  King  hath  ntw  NO  PREROGA- 
TIVE ;  and,  in  another  Place  of  the  fame  Paper,  that 
our  Freedom  from  the  KING'S  PREROGATIVE  was  it»t 
only  claim'd,  but  effectually  aflerted  and  fccured  by  the 
REVOLUTION.  This  Point  therefore,  which  I  have 
often  promiled  to  confider,  fhall  be  the  Subject  of 
fome  future  Papers. 

But  I  cannot  conclude  the  prefent,  without  expreC- 
fing  my  Satisfaction  at  an  Article  ia  the  News-Paper.% 

vhilft 
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whilft  this  Difpute  was  on  Foot  ;  viz.  that  bis  Royal 
Higbnefs  the  Prince  of  WALES  had  order'd  a  fine  Sta- 
tue of  King  ALFRED  to  be  made  for  his  Gardens  in 
Pall-mall,  with  a  Latin  Infcription  ;  in  which  it  is 
particularly  faid,  that  THIS  PRINCE  was  the  Founder 
of  the  LIBERTIES  ^COMMONWEALTH  of  England. 
I  would  not  have  Mrs.  Ofborne  fuppofe  that  I  infill  up- 
on This,  by  Way  of  Argument^  though  it  is  full  as 
good  as  any  of  hers,  and  even  publifh'd  in  the  Gazet- 
teer ;  but  only  to  fhew  that  his  Royal  Higbnef:  feems 
to  have  the  Misfortune  of  differing  from  Her,  in  this 
great  Point  ;  which  gives  us  an  happy  Prefage  that  He 
will  think  Himfelf  under  an  Obligation,  whenever  He 
comes  to  the  Throne,  to  preferve  the  Liberties  of  our 
antient  Conftitution. 

We  are  told,  in  the  fame  Paper,  that  his  P.oyal  Higb- 
uefs  hath  likewife  order'd  another  Statue  to  be  fet  up 
there,  in  Memory  of  the  famous  Prince  of  Wales,  com- 
monly call'd  the  black  Prince  ;  in  the  Infcription  upon 
which  He  declares  his  Intention  of  making  that  AMI- 
ABLE PRINCE  the  Pattern  of  bn  OWN  CONDUCT. 
Nothing  can  give  us  a  more  hopeful  Profpeft  than  fuch 
a  Declaration  ;  and  as  his  Roya/  Higbnefs  hath  already 
endear'd  Himielf  to  the  People  of  this  Kingdom,  by  his 
courteous  and  affable  Deportment,  I  Ihall  conclude 
with  my  earneft  Wilhes  that  his  Life  may  be  equally 
glorious,  and  much  longer  than  That  of  his  great  Pre- 


POSTSCRIPT. 

To   a   CERTAIN  RIGHT    HONOURABLE  GENTLE- 

MAN, concerning  the  BANK-CONTRACT. 

SIR, 

THREE  Papers  have,  at  length,   been  publifh'd 
in  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  intitled  the  Cafe  of  the 
BANK-CONTRACT,    in  Anfwer  to  what  hath    been 

fcftcly 


N°  478.    The  CRAFTS  MA  ».         105 

lately  piinted  upon  that  Subjeft,  againft  You.  As  tbeje 
Papers  are  profefiedly  written  in  your  Defence,  and 
known  to  be  publifh'd  by  your  Authority,  it  is  thought 
proper  to  make  this  publick  Addrefs  to  You,  before 
any  farther  Notice  is  taken  of  them  ;  for  as  it  is  very 
plain  from  the  perpetual 'Tautologies ,  Prevarications-,  and 
perfonal  Scurrilities,  with  which  they  abound,  that  no 
Body  but  your  low  Tool  Walfingbam  could  be  the  Au- 
thor of  them ;  ( though  even  He  hath  thought  fit  to 
conceal  his  Name; )  You  cannot  think  that  any  Body 
will  take  the  Trouble,  of  expofing  fucb  a  contemptible 
Fellow,  who  is  retain' d  on  Purpofe  to  afTert  Frfl/hoods, 
whenever  they  are  neceflkry  for  four  Service,  and  will 
cither  difown,  or  perftft  in  them,  juft  as  You  are  plea- 
fed  to  direct,  and  pay  Him  for  it.  I  fhail  therefore 
defer  my  Reply,  for  fome  Weeks ;  that  You  may  have 
Time  to  difavow  Jucb  wretched  Stuff,  in  what  Man- 
ner You  pleaie ;  and  to  urge  any  Thing  farther  in 
your  Vindication,  if  You  are  able.  You  will  fee,  Sir, 
that  I  do  This,  partly  in  Juftice  to  You,  for  the  Rea~ 
fon  befpre-mention'd  ;  and  partly  on  my  own  Account ; 
becaufe  it  is  Labour  without  End  to  anfwer  every 
Pamphlet,  or  Paper  of  this  Kind,  which  We  know  by- 
Experience  will  be  readily  given  up,  as  foon  as  it  is 
exploded.  But  if  You  mould  thinit  proper  to  remain 
filent,  it  cannot  be  unfair  to  conclude  that  This  is  your 
own,  and  four  only  Defence ;  in  which  Cafe,  I  mall 
think  My'felf  obliged,  for  the  Sake  of  the  Publick,  to 
give  You  a  full  and  particular  Answer  to  every  Point. 


SATURDAY, 
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N°48o.    SATURDAY,  Sept.  13,   1735. 
By  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efo 

N  my  younger  Day?,  I  took  great  De- 
]ight  in  Parties  of  Pleafure  upon  the 
names,  which  is  certainly  one  of  the  fi- 
ned Rivers  in  the  Univerie.  Sometimes, 
We  uied  to  divert  ourfelves  below  Bridge, 
in  furveying  the  naval  Strength  of  this 
IJlavd,  laden  with  the  Riches  of  the  World.  At  other 
Times,  We  fteer'd  our  Courfe  upward?,  and  feafted  our 
Eyes  with  the  Profpeft  of  a  moft  beautiful  Country, 
where  the  Effects  of  our  Commerce  difplay  themfelves  in 
magnificent  Villa's,  and  fplendid  Retirements.  But, 
for  feveral  Years  part,  I  have  been  deprived  of  thefe  En- 
joyments, by  a  clofe  Application  to  my  Studies,  and  the 
Infirmities  of  old  Age.  However,  being  now  in  a  pret- 
ty good  State  of  Health,  I  refolved  to  partake  of  that 
Pleafure  once  more,  as  foon  as  We  had  a  little  good 
Weather.  I  communicated  this  Delign  to  my  worthy 
Kinfman,  Mr  Char  lei  WAnven  in  the  Strand,  who 
came  readily  into  it,  and  made  it  his  Requeft  that  my 
two  Nephewi  might  bear  us  Company. 

As  the  Weather  did  not  favour  us  for  fome  Time,  Jo. 
Denver s,  Efq;  happened  to  hear  of  our  Scheme,  and 
finding  it  to  be  only  a  Family  Party,  defired  that  He 
might  be  admitted  into  it.  I  was  a  little  furprifed  at 
this  MefTage  ;  for  thougK  We  call  Ccufins,  as  Peribns  of 
the  fame  Name  are  apt  to  do,  our  Affinity  is  fomewhat 
doubtful  ;  and  I  have  been  inform'd  that  He  hath 
thought  it  for  his  Intereft  to  difown  it,  as  a  Politician,  in 
fome -Places,  and  for  his  Reputation,  as  a  Wit,  to  boait 

of 
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of  it  in  others.  Yet  as  He  is  a  Gentleman  of  a  pretty 
buftling  Genius,  and  hath  taken  a  good  deal  of  Pains  to 
diftinguifh  Himfelf  amongft  the  minor  Orators  of  the 
Age,  I  could  not  handfomely  refufe  Him,  and  there- 
fore fent  Him  Word  that  We  mould  be  glad  of  his 
Company. 

Accordingly,  one  Day  laft  Week,  having  provided 
an  open  Barge,  with  four  able  Watermen,  and  viclual'd 
it  for  the  Voyage  with  lome  cold  Provifions,  and  a  lit- 
tle good  Claret,  We  went  on  board  at  Somerfct  Stairs, 
and  order'd  our  Steer/man  (who  was  recommended  to 
Me  as  a  very  careful  Man  )  to  move  gently  up  the 
River. 

We  were  no  fooner  put  off  from  Shore,  than  the  So- 
lemnity of  my  Afpedt,  and  the  Oddity  of  my  Drefs, 
which  hath  now  been  out  of  Date  for  above  half  a  Cen- 
tury, drew  upon  Me  abundance  of  that  Kind  of  Raille- 
ry, commonly  call'd  Water-Language.  My  old-fafhi- 
on'd  Doublet  with  little  Buttons,  my  broad-laced  Cra- 
vat, and  formal  Perriwig  furnim'd  an  inexhauftable 
Fund  of  this  vulgar  Drollery.  1  have  often  wonder'd 
that  luch  abuiive  Liberties  mould  be  more  allowable 
by  Water  than  by  Land ;  and  my  Nephew  Jeojfry 
took  Notice  what  a  prodigious  Wit  Mr  W ailing- 
ham  would  have  made,  if  He  had  not  miiiook  his 
Element. 

Jult  as  We  pafs'd  by  Chelfea  College,  my  Coufin 
Jo.  jogg'd  Me  by  the  Elbow,  and  pointing  to  a  fine 
Pleafure-Houfe  on  the  River,  whifper'd  in  my  Ear; 
Ton  know  Coufin  Caleb,  to  whom  That  belongs  ;  a  Friend 

of  mine,  ha! But  no  more  of  That  between  Ton 

'and  Me. 

Nothing  remarkable  occurV  to  us  between  that  Place 
and  Putney  ;  where  the  new  Bridge,  which  I  had  never 
feen  before,  drew  from  Me  feveral  Remarks  on  the 
Ufefulnefs  of  it  j  and  I  particularly  obferved,  that  if 
the  provident  Dutch  were  Matters  of  this  River \  They 
would  have,  at  leait,  five  or  fix  Bridges  between  Si/- 

linjgate 
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I'wfgatem&WeJlminfter Upon  This,    one  of  our 

Tritons,  who  feem'd  to  be  an  arch  Fellow,  fcratch'd  his 
Ears,  and  cry'd  ;  Ah,  Mafter,  "'tis  an  old  Saying  that 
You  Jbould  praife  the  Bridge  You  go  over  ;  but  I  am  fur e 
We  poor  Watermen  are  bound  to  curfe  the  Bridge  We  go 
under. 

From  thence  We  made  our  Way  feme  Miles  higher, 
and  diverted  the  Time  with  ordinary  Chit-Chat  among 
ourfelves,  and  admiring  the  PJeafamnefs  of  the  Country 
on  both  Sides,  It  was  not  our  Defign  to  go  on  fliore  at 
all  j  but,  coming  to  a  certain  Place,  with  iron  Palli- 
fades,  my  Couftn  Jo  infilled  upon  fliewing  Usajfo? 
Garden,  which  He  {aid  was  well  worth  our  feeing.  Be^ 
ing  admitted  at  the  Gate,  by  one  of  the  Gardeners,  He 
conducted  us  up  an  Avenue,  leading  to  an  Houfe  of  no 
extraordinary  Appearance  ;  and  which,  it  feems,  had 
nothing  within  to  engage  our  Attention.  We  were  af- 
terwards led  through  a  great  Number  of  clofe  Alleys, 
with  dipt  Hedges,  and  without  any  Variety,  or  Pro- 
fpec"t,  excepting  a  beautiful  Terras  towards  the' River. 
Not  having  vvalk'd  fo-much,  for  feveral  Years,  I  began 
to  grow  weary,  and  exprefs'd  fome  Impatience  to  be 
gone.  But  our  Guide  told  us  that  We  had  not  yet  feen 
the  chief  Curiofities  of  the  Place  ;  which  were  the  Her- 
mitage, and  the  Cave.  He  then  led  us  to  thefrj? ; 
•which  I  found  to  be  an  Heap  of  Stone?,  thrown  into  a 
very  artful  Dilbrder,  and  cuiioufly  embellifh'd  with 
Mofs  and  Shrubs,  to  reprefent  rude  Nature.  But  I  was 
ftrangely  furpriz'd  to  find  the  Entrance  of  it  barr'd  with 
a  Range  of  coftly  gilt  Rails  ;  which  not  only  feem'd  to 
Ihew  an  abfurdity  of  Tafte,  but  created  in  Me  a.melan- 
choly  Reflection  that  Luxury  had  found  its  Way  even 
into  the  Hermit's  Cell.  The  Infide  was  adorn'd  with 
the  Heads  of  feveral  wife  Men,  who  have  been  formerly 
famous  in  their  Generation  ;  and  Coufin  Jo,  who  affefts 
Waggery  very  much,  faid  with  a  Sneer ;  Ab,  Caleb,  if 
Toou  had/I  taken  another  Turn,  who  knows  but  thy  Head 
have  been  amengft  them,  in  Time.  — —  1  mull 

confer* 
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confefs  that  fuch  an  unexpected  Flear  put  Me  a  little 
out  of  Humour;  and  I  reply 'd,  with  fome  Peevifhnefr, 
truly,  Coujin,  my  Head  bath  been  here  too  long  already  , 
for  I  can  fee  no  other  Uj'e  in  the  Place  than  to  catch 
Cold  at. 

From  thence  We  were  carry 'd  to  the  other  Piece  of 
Curiofity.  As  We  drew  near  it,  I  obferved  feme  thing 
like  an  bid  Haj-ftack,  thatch'd  over,  and  enquired  of  our 
Conductor  what  it  was.  Why  That,  Sir,  is  the  CAVE, 
faid  He — : — What!  a  Cave  above  Ground,  boneft 
Friend?  This  is  ft  ill  more  abfurd  than  the  other. 

However,  let  us  fee  what  it  is  within, We  then 

went  through  a  gloomy  PafTage,  with  two  or  three  odd 
Windows,  which  led  to  a  Kind  of  circular  Room,  fup- 
ported  with  wooden  Pillars.  In  This  too,  as  well  as  the 
Hermitage,  are  placed  ieveral  hieroglyphical  Figures, 
both  male  and  female,  which  I  cannot  pretend  to  inter- 
pret. I  mall  only  fay,  God  keep  all  our/z/r  Maidens 
out  of  the  Conjurer's  Circle 

When  my  Friends  were  gone  out,  and  I  was  juft  fol- 
lowing Them,  I  heard  a  folemn  hollow  Voice  crying 

out  to  Me,  "  Caleb,  return." Upon  which,  Itart- 

ing  back  with  Aftonifliment,  Haw  a  venerable  Figure 
move  its  Head.  <  "  My  Name,  fays  He,  is  MER- 
"  LIN.  I  was  heretofore,  what  Thou  art  now,  the 
«•  Oracle  of  my  Country  ;  and  will,  through  thy  Mouth, 
«'  continue  to  utter  my  Warnings  and  Admonitions. 
Turn  thine  Ears  therefore,  and  attend. 

When  Robin,  erft  Jirnamed  the  Red, 
His  Ereajl  with.  Azure  jball  befyread. 
And  near  the  Lattice  build  his  Ntft, 
Then  Woe  to  Europe,  fore  oppreff  d  ! 
The  Cock  Jball  o'er  the  Eagle  crow  ; 
The  Lyon  to  the  Mule /hall  bow  ; 
Tbe  Afs,  with  gaudy  Trappings,  lead 
"  Through  many  a  Maze  the  milk-white  Steed; 
VOL.  XIV.  K  «  ir«r 
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"  War  without  Blows  our  IJle  Jball  rue, 
ft  And  without  Quiet  Peace  enfue  ; 
"  An  armed  Hoft  forever  ft  and, 
•"  At  once  to  drain,  and  awe  the  Land ', 
*'  Britonsy&r  Right  Jhall fue  in  vain, 
"  ^»</  Pyrates  lord  it  o'er  the  Main  ; 
•"  Old  CalpeV  >W  Rock  Jhall  quake, 
*'  And  Paw  er  her  antient  Seat  for  fake  ; 
*•  Each  honeft  Heart  be  feized  with  Fear, 
"  As  if  the  Day  of  Doom  were  near   •  •   • 
"  Unlejs  two  Saints  prevent  the  Clap, 
•**  God  Jhield  us  all  from  fame  Mijhap  ! 

Here  the  Voice  ceafcd  ;  and  having  taken  down  an 
cxad  Copy  of  what  it  deliver'd,  I  rejoin'd  my  Compa- 
ny, who  waited  for  Me  at  fome  Diftance.  Being  got 
into  our  Boat  again,  We  went  to  Dinner ;  during  which, 
They  obferved  Me  to  eat  but  little,  and  to  be  very 
thoughtful.  They  enquired,  with  great  Earneftneis, 
what  might  be  the  Occafion  of  fo  fudden  a  Change  j 
but,  before  I  gave  Them  any  Anfwer,  I  fill'd  my  Pipe 
and  took  half  a  dozen  Whiffs.  Then,  fufpending  my 
Pipe  between  two  Fingers  and  a  Thumb,  I  related  to 
Them  very  gravely  what  had  happen'd  ;  and,  taking 
cut  my  Pocket-Book,  read  the  foregoing  Prediction. 
They  all  ieem'd  to  be  more  lurprized  at  it  than  Myfelf, 
and  defired  Me  to  unfold  the  dark,  myfterious  Meaning 
contain'd  in  it.  Butjirft  of  all,  fays  honeft  Charles,  /' 
ivijh  You  would  let  us  know  who  this  fame  Merlin  was  ; 
for  though  I  have  heard  much  Dijcourje  abfjut  Him,  I 
could  never  rightly  -underjiand  whether  He  was  a  MA  K, 
or  a  DEVIL.  ••  Why  Kinfman,  Thou  baft  r.ick'd  it, 
faid  I ;  for  to  tell  3hee  the  Truth,  He  Jecms  to  have  had 
a  Spice  of  BOTH.  The  Authors  of  a  *  famous  Dictionary 
inform  us  that  Merlin  is  a  general  Name  given  to  Magi- 
eians ;  which  takes  its  Rife,  fays  He,  from  one  Merlin, 
a  famous  Englifh  Magician,  or  Enchanter,  who  fourij^d 

*  -See  DicJ.  de  Trevoux,  under  the  Article  of  Merlin. 
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in  the  fifth  Century.  It  is  Jaid  that  He  was  begotten 
by  a  Damon,  caWd  lncubu«,  upon  the  Body  of  an  Eng- 
liih  Lady,  who  was  formerly  a  Maid  of  Honour  to  one  of 
our  Britifh  Queens. 

Here  I  perceived  Squire  Jofepb  begin  to  look  a  littte 
askew  ;  upon  which  I  lighted  my  Pipe  again.  —  Nay 
prithee,  Caleb,  faid  He,  go  sn.  No  Matter  who  Mer- 
lin was,  or  from  whom  He  was  descended;  but  explain 
to  us  this  Prophecy,  which  You  feent  to  think  big  with 
fttcb  dreadful  Events, —  Couftn,  faid  I,  dejpife  not  Pro- 
phecy, though  Tou  may  never  be  a  Conjurer  Tour  [elf. 
But  be  You  in  yefl,  or  be  You  in  Earnejl,  I  will  unfold 
this  My  itery  to  You,  as  well  as  I  am  able,  —  To  begin 
then. 

"  When  'Ro\)\n,erfijirnam'dthe  Red, 
"  His  Breafl  with  Azure  Jhall  befpread. 

«  It  is  well  known  that  the  antient  Roman)  rely'd 
t'  very  much  upon  Biro's,  in  foretelling  Events  ;  and 
•'  that  the  Robin  Red-Breaft  hath  been  the  Caufe  of 
•'  great  Superitition  among  the  common  People  of  Eng- 
*'  land,  ever  iince  the  filly  Story  of  the  Children  in  the 
<*  Wood.  One  great  Inftance  of  Thie  is  their  Readinefe 
S  to  admit  Him  into  their  Houfes,  and  feed  Him  upon 
S  all  Occafions ;.  though  He  is  certainly  as  impudetit 
fc  and  mifchievous  a  little  5/Was  ever  flew.  — But  let 
tt  Us  go  on. 

"  And  near  the  Lattice  buildhis  Neft, 

"  Then  Woe  te  Europe,  fore  oppr eft d ! 

"  Lattice!  Lattice,  faid  I  — Let  me  fee — Ay,. 
"  That  fignifies Chequer  j  or,  perhaps,  Exchequer;  but 
"  how  mould  Robin  build  there  ?  This  muft  have 
"  fome  allegorical  Meaning,  and  feems  to  be  founded 
tf  on  the  old  Obfervation,  that  when  Bob  grows  dome- 
"  ftick,  it  is  a  fure  Sign  of  hard  Weather,  and  bad  Times 
"  for  the  P.oor.  However,  there  is  this  Chance  for  us, 
"  that  till  we  fee  a  Robin  with  a  blue  BreaJ},  We  are  in 
"  no  Danger. 

Kz  "We 
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"  We  Cockfoatt  o'er  the  Eagle  crow. 

"  This  wants  no  Explanation  ;  for  every  Body  know 9 
"  that  the  Cock,  by  an  Equivoque  in  the  Latin  Tongue 
"  fignifies  a  frenchman ;  and  that  his  Imperial  Maje- 
"  Jly. bears  the  Eagle  for  his  Arms. 

"  The  Lyon  to  the  Mule  _/£>/?//  bom. 

I  heartily  wifh  that  England  may  not  be  here  meant 
by  the  Lyon  ;  becaufe  I  take  Spain  to  be  reprefented  un- 
der the  Figure  of  the  Mule  ;  an  Animal  much  used 
there,  of  a  proud,  obftinate,  heterogeneous  Nature  ;  and, 
perhaps,  there  may  be  a  typical  Glance  at  the  prefent 
Monauh  of  that  Kingdom,  who  is  known  to  be  both  a 
Frenchman  and  a  Spaniard.  —  But  whatever  the  Mule 
may  fignify,  God  forbid  that  the  Lyon  of  England mould 
ever  ctouch  to  fucb  a  mongrel  Beaft !  —  Merlin  pro- 
ceeds thus. 

"  The  Afs,  with  gxudy  Trappings,  I  fad 

"  Through  m-anj  a  Maze  the  milk-white  Steed. 

"  There  can  be  no  Doubt  that  Hanover  is  defign'd 
"  by  the  white  Horfe  ;  and  the  Mazes  feem  to  intimate 
"  the  Multitude  of  Treaties  lately  negotiated.  But  You 
«'  will  ask,  perhaps,  what  can  be  underfiood  by  the  Aft 
"  with  gaudy  Trappings;  That  being  a  flovenly  Sort  of 
"  an  Animal,  not  ufually  caparifon'd  in  fuch  a  Man- 
«*  ner  ?"  To  which  I  anfwer,  that  as  this  whole  Predic- 
tion is  plainly  figurative,  an  Afs  with  gaudy  Trappings 
muft  mean  Some-body,  who  moves  in  a  much  higher 
Sphere  than  He  wa?  deiign'd  for  by  Nature. 

War  without  Brows  our  IJle  fiallrue, 

And,  without  Stylet,  Peace  enfue  j 

An  armed  H.oft/bwet  Hand, 

At  wee  to  drain  and  awe  the  Land; 

Britons_/»r  Right  jhallfue  in  i>air.t 

AndYy  rates  lord  it  o'er  the  Main. 

"  This  is  all  plain  enough  ;  except  the  Word  Pyrates 
in  the  laft  Line ;  which  I  do  not  think  confiued  to 
thole  Qut-Law$  of  all  Nations,  who  are  commonly 

"  dillin- 
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"  diftinguifh'd  by  that  Name,  but  includes  all  Perfons, 
"  who  mall  ever  prefume  to  infult  our  Flag,  or  plunder 
"  our  Merchant?  ;  and  whenever  That  happens,  fare- 
'*  well  to  the  long-boafted  Sovereignty  of  the  Seas  ! 

"  OldCuVpfsfolid  Rock  Jhall  quake, 
"  And  Power  her  antient  Seztforfate. 

"  Calpe,  Gentlemen,  was  the  old  Roman  Name  for 
"  Gibraltar  ;  which  will  certainly  be  in  Danger  of  re- 
"  verting  to  its  old  Poffeflbrs,  the  Spaniards,  when  the 
•«  other  Parts  of  this  Prophecy  come  to  pafs;  and  Power 
"  will,  of  Courfe,  change  its  Seat,  at  the  fame  Time.— 
"  In  this  Cafe,  Merlin  adds,  with  great  Reafon, 

•<  Each  honeft  Heart  be  feiz  V  with  Fear, 

"  'At  if  the  Day  of  Doom  were  near. 

"  But  the  two  laft  Lines  feem  to  give  us  fome  Com. 
"  fort,  and  Hopes  of  Deliverance  from  all  thefe  Evils. 

*'  Unlefs  two  Saints  prevent  the  Clap, 

"  Godjfrieldus  all  from  fome  Mi/bap  ! 

«'  St.  Gecrgc,  the  Patron  of  England,  is  undoubtedly 
"  one  of  thefe  two  Saints  ;  and  as  our  prefent  moft  gra- 
"  clous  Sovereign  bears  the  fame  Name,  I  am  apt  to 
"  believe  that  Merlin  defign'd  to  turn  our  Eyes  towards 
"  Him,  as  our  great  Proteclor  and  Champion  in  all 
"  Caufes.  — —  But  I  own  Myfelf  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  at 
"  the  ether  Saint.  •  .  After  fome  Paufe,  my  Nephew 
"  Theophilus  faid  ;  pray  Sir,  what  do  You  think  of  St. 

"  Stephen  ? St.  Stephen,  faid  I  ?  What  hath  St.  Ste- 

"  phen  to  do  with  England  ?  —  Why,  Sir,  reply 'd 
"  Iheophilus,  does  not  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (on  whom 
"  our  Security  depends,  next  under  God  and  the  King) 
"  meet  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  ?  —  Boy,  faid  I,  Thou 
«'  art  right ;  St.  Stephen  muft  be  the  Man  ;  and  the 
««  Meaning  of  the  Prophecy  certainly  is,  that  our  whole 
"  Dependence  is  upon  his  Majefly,  and  the  Parliament. 
"  —  May  They  long  continue  united,  by  the  cnly  £>ro« 
*'  per  Cement  of  mutual  Interefl  and  AjfeRign,  w:th- 
K  3  "  out 
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"  opt  Recourfe  to  the  fallacious  Arts  of  Corruption,  or 
'  any  undue  Influence,  of  Parties  or  Per/ens  whatfo- 
ever  ! 

"  Happy  is  it  for  this  Nation  that  a  Prophet  of  Mer- 
lin's Eminence  fiiould  be  fo  conveniently  fituated,  for 
communicating  his   Advice  to  the  only  Perfons  ,  in 
whofe  Power  it  is  to  render  it  ferviceable  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  as  \vell  as  Tbemfelves ;  and  I  heartily  wifh  that 
it  may  have  the  proper  Effeft. 
Having  thus  conducted,  my  Cc.ufin  Jo  obferved,  with 
fome  Teftinefs ;   well,  well,    You  have  made  an  admi- 
rable life  of  ibis  Day's  Occurrence;  an dl doubt  not  that 
Wejballfoon  have  it  in  Print.  —  But  being  now  arrived 
at  our  Landing-Place,   We  took  Leave  of  Him,  without 
any  Reply,  and  parted  with  the  ufual  Civilities.     C.  D. 


N°48a.  SATURDAY,  Sept.  27, 1735. 


Have  been  lately  favour'd  with  a  curious 
Manufcript,  upon  an  uncommon  Sub- 
jecl,  which  I  mail  this  Day  communi- 
cate to  the  Publick.  The  Author  of  it 
was  that  pejiilent  Wit,  as  Mr.  Ecbard 
Calls  Him,  Andrew  Marvel,  E%  the  la  It 
Member  of  Parliament,  who  received  Wages  from  his 
Borough,  was  incorruptible  by  all  the  Artifices  of  the 
Court,  and  diftinguifn'd  Himfelf  by  many  excellent 
Writings  againft  the  Advocates  for  Slavery,  in  tliofe 
Time5.  'TnK  fajfoviing  little  Piece  was  written,  as  I  arn, 
inform'd,  towards  the  latter  End  of  King  Charles  the 
z^j  Reign,  when  the  Bench  of  Bijbops  ran  flavifhly 
into  all  the  Meafures  of  the  Court,  and  extorted  froin, 
Mr.  Lack  this  ever-memorable  Expreffion,  that  Thy 
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were  the  DEAD  WEIGHT  OF  JHE  HOUSE.  I  men- 
tion thefe  Particulars,  in  Juftification  of  Mr.  Marvel, 
and  to  mew  the  happy  Difference  between  thofe  Times 
and  the  prefent,  when  our  fpiritual  Fathers  are  fo  far 
from  imitating  the  Practices  of  their  unworthy  Predecef- 
fors,  that  the  World  would  be  at  a  Lofs  to  find  out  the 
Meaning  of  feveral  Sarcafms  in  this  Difcourfe,  without  a 
Key.  I  fliall  therefore  add  a  few  marginal  Notes,  by 
Way  of  Explanation. 

*(  <*jrAj  g  a  very  juft  Obfervation,  which  I  have  met 
*'  with  in  more  Authors  than  one,  that  the 

*'  JEngli/h  People  are  flow  at  inventing,  but  excellent  in 
'*  the  Art  of  improving  a  Difcovery  ;  and,  (as  odd  as  it 
'*  may  fecm,  at  firft  Sight)  I  can  not  recoiled  any  Thing, 
"  in  which  this  Reflection  appears  more  clearly  verify'd, 
'*  than  with  Relation  to  Epifcopacy ;  which,  though  ori- 
"  ginally  of  foreign  Growth,  never  arrived  to  its  com- 
'*  pleat  Maturity,  till  tranfplanted  into  this  bofpitablc 
tf  Country ;  a  Country  prone  to  admire  and  cultivate 
"  every  ultramarine  Production.  But  This  is  a  Point, 
*'  which  requires  fome  particular  Illuftration. 

"  And  fir  ft,  in  the  early  Ages  of  Chriftianity,  a  Bi- 
"  Jboprick  was  really  a  laborious  Station,  expofed  to 
"  numberlefs  Dangers,  and  fiery  Trials;  infomuchthat 
"  many  of  the  Clergy  then  declined  it  in  good  Earneft  ; 
"  and  had  too  much  Reafon  to  lay,  nolo  Epifcopari ; 
*'  but  amongft  us  the  Burthen  is  fo  happily  alleviated, 
"  that  a  double-chit? d  Prelate  hath  now  little  more  to  do 
"  than  to  loll  at  Eafe  in  his  Chariot,  or  to  fnore  in  his 
"  Stall ;  an  Edifice  very  aptly  contrived  for  this  Pur- 
*'  pofe,  as  the  Poet  prophetically  fpeaks ; 

"  •  •   Senes  ut  In  Otia  tut  a  recedant. 

"  Nb  wonder  therefore  that  whenever  any  Man  is 
«jfc  complimented  with  the  tempting  Offer  of  a  Mitre, 
"  though  the  old  f elf-denying  Form  is  ftill  religioufly  ob- 

*'  ferved, 
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««  ferved,  He,  like  a  coy,  but  prudent  Damfel,  cries  Nt 
«<  and  takes  it. 

*'  Again ;  a  primitive  Bijhop,  notwithflanding  the 
«'  Difficulties  and  Difcouragements  attending  the  Study  of 
"  the  Scriptures,  fpent  moft  Part  of  his  Time  in  poring 
"  over  his  Bible  ;  whereas  the  politer  Moderns,  inftead 
"  of  dwelling  upon  that  obfolete  Rule  of  Life,  find  it 
"  more  profitable,  as  well  as  pleafant,  to  amufe  Thera- 
•'  felves  with  the  Fables  of*  Pb&drus,  or  theenter- 
"  taining  Comedies  of  Terence. 

"  It  is  one  of  the  Charafteri  flicks  of  an  aprftolical  Bi- 
"  flap,  that  He  is  f  the  Husband  of  one  Wife  ;  which 
"  feveral  of  the  old  mujly  Fathers  interpret  in  this  meta- 
"  phorical  Senfe ;  He  muft  be  wedded  to  one  Diocefefor 
"  Life.  Accordingly,  in  the  Times  of  Ignorance  and 
"  Superftition,  when  Tranflations  were  deem'd  fcanda- 
"  ]ous,  a  Bijhop  would  as  foon  have  deferted  his  Reli- 
*'  giftt  as  his  Flack,  and  would  have  refign'd  his  Life 
*'  much  rather  than  his  See.  —  But  a  modijb  Prelate f 
"  of  our  Days,  knows  better  Things.  He  is  no  fooner 
'«  thus  allegorkally  married,  than  (like  other  fine  Gent  le- 
"  men)  He  grows  weary  of  his  Wife,  with  whom  per- 
"  haps  He  never  fo  much  as  cohabited,  and  longs  to  get 
««  rid  of  Her.  Then,  taking  hold  of  the  firft  Opportu- 
"  nity,  He  gives  Hera  Bill  of  Divorce,  kicks  her  off, 
"  and  fwops  Her  away  for  another,  who  brings  a  richer 
"  Dowry  for  her  Maintenance.  In  Token  of  this  E- 
"  pifcopal  Wedlock,  the  ufual  Ceremony  of  a  |  Ring  was 


*  The  Author  here  feems  to  point  his  Satire  at  fame 
particular  Bifhop  of  that  Age,  who  mifapplfd  his  Time  in 
fuch  Studiqs ;  but  Hiftory  does  not  acquaint  us  with  his 
Name. 

f  i  Tim.  3.  2. 

%  It  feems  to  have  keen  with  a  Dejign  of  reviving  this 
primitive  Cuftom,  and  putting  the  reverend  Bench  in 
Mind  of  their  matrimonial  Vow,  that  the  late  Mr. 

NOR- 
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"  antiently  made  Ufe  of  in  the  Confecration  of  Bi- 
"  jhops  ;  and,  to  this  Day,  the  Arms  of  the  Diocefe  are 
"  quarter'd,  in  their  Etcutcheons,  with  their  own  —  if 
"  They  have  any. 

"  St.  P,/«/,  the  firft  Bimop  of  the  Gentile  Converts, 
11  teftifies  of  Himfelf,  *  that  He  became  all  Things  to  all 
"  Men,  that  by  all  Means  He  might  fave  lame.  —  Oar 
"  modern  Prelates,  adroit  as  Vertttmnus,  transform 
"  Themfelves  into  every  Shape,  and  become  all  Things 
"  to  all  Men,  that  by  all  Means  They  may  get  fame- 
"  thing,  as  well  as  fave. 

"  The  Ecclefiaftical Hiftorians  inform  us  that,  in  Days 
•*4  of  Yore,  Bijhops  were  fo  unmannerly,  that  They  fixr- 
"  quently  thwarted  the  civil  Powers,  and  difconcerted 
"  their  Meafures.  —  But  -f-  behold  how  good  and  joyful  a 
"  Thing  it  if,  when  Church  and  State,  like  laving  Bre- 
"  ibren,  go  Cheek  by  Joul,  -i.\\&  dwell  together  in  Unity  f 
"  We  had  a  glorious  inftance  of  This,  in  the  %  late 
««  Times  ;  and  though  their  Zeal  happen'd  to* fail  of  Suc- 
"  cefs,  it  (hews  how  ready  They  were,  upon  all  Occafi- 
"  ons,  to  fervethe  Court.  At  prefent,  J  can  afcribe  the 
"  happy  Situation  of  our  Affairs  to  nothing  more  ef- 
'*  fe£hial  than  the  complaifant  Deportment  of  that  ve- 
ff  nerable  Order,  their  inviolable  Attachment  to  the  In* 

"  terefts 

NORTON  0/Hampihire  left  everyone  of  the  Btjhopi  a 
RING,  with  Orders  by  his  Will  that  they  Jhould  dejcend. 
to  their  Succeffbrsfor  ever. 

*   i   Cor.  9.  22. 

f  Pjat.  133.  i. 

J  By  the  late  Times,  our  Author  means  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  \fl  ;  when  mo  ft  of  the  Bench  fuffer  d 
Themfelves  to  be  governed  by  a  proud  and  info  lent  Bijhop 
of  London  ;  who  worked  Himfelf,  by  tbofe  Means,  into 
the  See  of  Canterbury,  and  was  one  of  the  thief  Caufes, 
according  to  Lard  Clarendon,  of  all  the  Miferiest  that 
enjued. 
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•'  terefts  of  our  Mintfters,  and  their  almoft  unanimous 
"  Concurrence  with  their  |  flupendous  Negotiations. 

"  The  primitive  Bijhops  were  daily  occupy'd  in  at- 
"  tending  at  the  Altar,  and  other  fatiguing  'Duties  of 
"  their  Fun  ff  ion.  —  Our  more  political  Prelates  areex- 
"  perimentally  apprized  that  it  turns  to  much  better 
"  Account  to  dance  Attendance  at  a  great  Man's  Levee, 
*'  and  leave  the  Drudgery  of  Prayer  and  Preaching  to 
"  to  their  half-ftarved  Curates. 

"  The  Patriarchs  of  the  primitive  Church  were  but 
"  flenderly  fupported,  by  the  voluntary  Contributions 
"  of  Chri/liaa  Proftfytes.  —  Thofe  of  our  own,  born 
"  under  more  propitious  Stars,  befides  the  Sums  drain'd 
"  out  of  the  inferior  Clergy,  and  the  various  Profits 
"  arifing  from  their  fpiritual  Courts,  by  which  the 
"  Vices  of  the  Lately  become  marvelloufly  beneficial  to 
"  the  Hierarchy ;  befides  thefe,  I  fay,  They  are  not 
"  only  poflefs'd  of  ample  temporal  Lord/hips,  by  the 
"  Laws  of  the  Land,  allotted  for  their  own  Maintenance ; 
"  but  are  alfo  enabled,  by  the  Difpofition  of  feveral 
"  pretty,  ecclefiaftical  Preferments,  to  make  an  hand- 
"  fome  Provifion  for  a  numerous  Progeny  of  Sons, 
"  Daughters,  Nieces,  &c.— The  former  thought  Them- 
"  felves  obliged,  out  of  their  fma.ll  Revenues,  to  be  ex- 
"  penfive  in  their  Aft  of  Liberality  and  Beneficence  ;  and 
"  even  to  impoverifh  Themfelves,  for  the  Relief  of  § 
"  di/treJjTed  Strangers.  They  look'd  upon  their  Riches, 


||  In  this  Place,  Mr.  Marvel  alludes  to  their  breaking 
with  our  «ld  Friends  the  Dutch,  andjaining  with  France ; 
by  which  They  nurfed  up  the  Power  «/"that  Crown  tofucb 
a  monftrous  Height,  as  foon  afterwards  brought  the  Li- 
berties of  Europe  into  the  utmoft  Peril. 

§  //  is  reported  of  Arcbbijhop  Cranmer,  that  He 
maintained,  in  his  own  Palace,  a  great  Number  of  foreign 
Proteftants,  who  fad  hither  fer  Refuge  and  Affiance, 
after  the  Reformation,  from  Germany  and  other  Parts. 
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"  as  given  to  Them  only  in  Truft  for  tbefe  good  Ends, 
"  and  judged  it  the  worft  Kind  of  Sacrilege  to  divert 
"  the  Patrimony  of  the  Church  to  any  other  Ufes  than 
"  Thofe,  to  which  it  was  originally  appropriated,  ei- 
"  ther  by  wafting  it  in  perfonal  Luxury,  or  locking  it 
"  up  in  private  Coffers,  in  order  to  raife  worldly  Fa- 
ff  milies,  and  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  fecular  Ambition. 
"  —  The  latter  have  fo  confcientious  a  Regard  for  that 
"  ceconomical  Precept,  which  injoins  Them  efpeciaJly 
"  to  provide  for  Tbofe  of  their  own  Houjhold,  or  Fami- 
"  ly,  that  They  feldom  find  any  Opportunity  of  be- 
"  flowing  their  Charity  abrtad. 

"  As  the  Advancement  of  a  primitive  Priejl  to  the 
**  Epifeopal  Dignity  was  intirely  founded  upon  his  own 
«'  intrinfick  Merit,  abftrafted  from  any  worldly  Con- 
"  fideration  ;  fo,  in  promoting  Others,  He  had  Ref- 
•'  pe£t  to  nothing  but  Learning  and  Diligence  in  the 
"  Difcharge  of  the  minifterial  Office,  together  with  an 
"  exemplary  Purity  and  Integrity  of  Life.  He  coun- 
"  tenanced  no  Cringers,  Sycophants,  or  Informers  ; 
"  -gave  no  Encouragement  to  Bribery,  Smock-Simony, 
**  or  any  of  thofe  mean  Arts,  by  which  too  many  of  the 
"  Clergy  now-a -days,  if  not  grofly  mifreprefented,  en- 
"  deavour  to  recommend  Themfelves  to  the  Patronage 
«*  of  the  *  Right  Reverend. 

*  JWr..Nelfon//iyj,  in  his  life  of'BiJhop^M\\,thata 
certain  Clergyman  apply'd  to  Him  for  Preferment,  and 
being  confciws  of  his  Want  of  tbofe  Qualifications,  which 
the  Bimop  required  in  Tbofe  He  advanced  to  any  confidera- 
ble  Station,He  was  refolved  to  try  another  Method.  He  had 
the  Impudence  to  offer  Him  a  Purfe  of  Gold.  The  good 
Bimopy<zw  //,  and  trembled  ;  and  was  never  known  to 
exprefs  a  greater  Concern  than  upon  that  Qccafion.  The 
Confujton  He  was  in,  upon  fuch  an  unexpected  Provoca- 
tion, extremly  diforder'd  Him  ;  and  He  immediately  fent 
away  this  abandon'd  Proititute  with  great  Indignation. 

0  The 
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"  The  antif  fit  Bijhops,  in  Imitation  of  John 
«  tift,  would  take  upon  Them  boldly  to  rebuke  the 
"  Vices  of  Courtiers  and  Princes.  Ambroje  in  particu- 
««  lar,  a  Prelate  of  the  fourth  Century,  was  fo  unpolifh'd 
"  as  to  exclude  the  Emperor  f  Theodofius  from  the  Eu- 
"  chart/}  ;  nor  could  He  be  perfuaded  to  abfolve  and  re- 
«'  admit  Him  to  Church-Communion,  •(•&.  He  had  fate  up- 
*«  on  the  Stool  of  Repentance  for  eight  Months,  and 
"  teftify'd  the  deepeft  Contrition  for  revenging  the  ex- 
"  trajudicial  .Proceedings  againft  Butbericus,  a  great 
"  Officer  at  Court,  who  had  been  afiaulted  by  popu- 
"  lar  Fury. 

"  Laftly,  the  Antients  entertain'd  fuch  an  infuper- 
««  able  Antipathy  to  Pluralities,  that  no  Motive  could 
«f  influence  Them  to  accept  of  any  Appendage  to  a  Bi- 
"  Jboprick.-  -  The  wifer  Moderns,  in  Conjunction 
"  with  their  Bijhoprifks,  commonly  hold  either  a  Dea- 
"  nary,  or  a  comfortable  Prebend,  together  with  a  good 
*'  fat  Parfonage,  and  perpaps  half  a  dtzen  Sinecures, 
"  in  J  Comffifndam.Nny  there  are  fome  of  ib  voracious 


•\-  Niceph.  Sozam.  Tbeodoret. 

j  Bijbop  Burnet  in  ear  own  well-lred  Age,  though  then 
lut  an  Under/trapper  in  the  Church,  took  a  moft  uncen- 
jcioxable  Liberty  in  animadverting  on  the  irregular  Plea- 
jures  of  Charles  the  zd  ;  at  appears  from  an  original 
Letter  pubUflfd  in  his  Life. 

We  fame  Author  ftiles  a  Commendam,  with  too 
much  Acrimony,  one  of  the  Abufes,  which  the  Popes 
brought  in  amongit  Uf,  and  from  which  We  have  not 

been  hitherto  able  to  free  our  Church. But  1 jup- 

fofe  the  true  Reafon  of  this  Reflection  mas,  that  He  had 
never  tafted  the  facets  of  a  Commendam  bimfe/f. 

A  late  Writer  hath  drawn  the  Character  of  iuch  a 
great,  overgrown  Pluralift,  in  the  following  Words.  < 
"  It  is  really  odd  enoug-h  to  fee  an  idle  Creature  rolling 
*'  in  Wealth,  Luxury  and  Eafe ;  living  voluptuoufly 

«'  every 
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"  an  Appetite,  that  all  Thefe  will  not  fatisfy  Them, 
<(  but  They  are  eternally  cawing,  like  Ravens,  for 
"  more. 

"  And  now,  I  think,  upon  an  impartial  Compari- 
"  Ion,  it  evidently  appears  that  however  the  Greeks 
"  may  have  excell'd  us  in  the  Art  of  Rhetorick,  or  Poe- 


every  Day  ;  preaching,  perhaps,  once  a  Year,  (  e- 
ven  then  probably  not  the  Gofpel,  but  )  Ibme  favou- 
rite  Point  of  Power,  or  Revenue  ;  daily  accumulating 
Riches  ;  changing  almoft  yearly  from  Diotefe  to 
Diocefe  ;  itill  aiming  at  a  better,  and  the  bighefl  of 
all  ;  hardly  via"  ting  any  one  Flock  to  know  Them  ; 
fcarce  feeing  Them,  much  lefs  feeding  Them  ;  yet 
Hill  calling  Them  by  that  tender  Name,  without 
blufhing  ;  to  fee  Him  multiplying  Benefices  and  Com~ 
mendams  ;  holding  Jweral  great  Cures,  without  at- 
tending upon  one  »  yet  declaiming  after,  and  in  the 
Midftofall  This,  againft  the  Prevalence  of  Deifm 
and  loofe  Principles."  -  See  an  Examination  of 
the  Facls  and  Reafonings  in  the  Bijbop  c/"  ChichefterV 
Sermon  before  the  Houj'e  of  Lords,  on  the  ystb  of  Jan. 
1731-2. 

Mr  Whifton  Kkc&ife  obferves,  in  hit  Memoirs  of  Dr. 

Clarke,  "  that  till  our  Btjhops  leave  off  procuring  Com- 

mendams,  and  heaping  up  Riches  and  Preferments  on 

Themfelves,  their   Relations,    and  Favourites  ;   nay, 

till  They  correct  their  Nan-  Ref.dcnce  ;  till  They  leave 

the  Court,  the  Parliament,  and  there  Politicks,  and 

go  down  to  their  feveral  Diocefes,    and   their  labour 

in  the  Vineyard  ofCbrifl,  inrtead  o£  /landing  moft  Part 

of  the  Day  idle,  at  the  Metropolis  ;  They  may  write 

"  what  learned  Vindications  and  pafteral  Letters  They 

««  pleafe.     The  obferving  Unbelievers  will  not  be  fatis- 

•<  fy'd  They  are  in  Earnefl  ;    and,  by  Confequence, 

««  will  be  little  moved  by  all  their  Arguments  and  Ex- 

"  hortations. 

VOL,  XIV.  L  "  try 
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"  try,  We  muft:  be  allow'd  fairly  to  have  out-ftripp'd 
"  Them  in  refining  upon  BiJbop-Craft.  A.  modern 
hath  as  much  the  Advantage  of  an  antient  Prelate, 
as  riding  in  an  eafy  Coach  is  preferable  to  trudging 
through  the  Dirt  on  Foot.  Who  therefore  but  a 
ftiff-rump'd  Difciple  of  Jack  Calvin  will  be  fo  ab- 
furd  as  to  deny  that  He,  who  defer eth  the  Office  of 
an  Englijb,  nay,  of  a  Weljh  Bijbap,  defiretb  a  v  E  R  v 

GOOD   THING  ? 

Thus  far  the  honeft  Mr.  Marvel ;  and  if  any  Perfon 
fhould  think  that  He  hath  made  Uie  of  too  much  Af- 
perity  in  fome  of  hj.s  Expreffions,  I  muft  once  more  de- 
fire  Them  to  confider  when  He  wrote,  and  not  conclude 
that  He  was  unjuftly  fevere  on  the  Prelates  of  tbofe 
'Times,  becaufe  They  fee  the  Bench  fill'd  at  prelent 
with  Men  of  a  quite  different  Spirit.  Nobody  rejoices 
in  This  more  than  Myielf;  and  therefore  I  will  con- 
clude with  the  Character  of  a  good  Bificp,  as  it  is  drawn 
from  the  Life,  in  one  of  the  late  Per/tan  Letters,  which 
I  mall  quote  with  infinitely  more  Pleasure  than  any  Part 
of  the  preceeding  Paper. 

went  with  my  country  Friend,  fome  Days  ago, 
^  to  make  a  Vifit  in  a  neighbouring  County,  to 
the  Prelate  of  that  Diccefe.  His  Character  is  ib  ex - 
traordinary,  that  not  to  give  it  to  7^hee  would  be  de- 
parting  from  the  Rule  I  have  laid  down,  to  let  no- 
thing that  is  fingular  efcape  my  Notice.  In  the  nY/l 
Place,  He  refides  conflantly  on  his  Diocefe,  and  has 
done  fo  for  many  Years.  He  asks  nothing  of  the 
Court  for  Himlelf  or  Family  ;  He  hoards  up  no 
Wealth  for  his  Relations,  >ut  lays  out  the  Revenues 
of  his  See  in  a  decent  Hoipitality,  and  a  Charity  de- 
void of  Oftentation.  At  his  firlt  Entrance  into  the 
"  World,  He  diftinguifh'd  Himfelf  by  a  Zeal  for  tne  Li- 
"  berty  of  his  Country,  and  had  a  confiderable  Share 
**  in  bringing  on  the  Revolution,  that  preferved  it.  His 

"  Principles 
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•'  Principles  never  alter'd  by  his  Preferment.  He  never 
"  proftituted  his  Pen,  nor  debafed  his  Character,  by 
«'  Party  Difputes  or  blind  Compliance.  As  He  is  at  too 
"  great  a  Diilance  from  the  Scene  of  Aclion,  to  judge 
"  Himfelf  of  what  is  doing,  He  has  not  thought  fit  ro 
"  put  bis  Confcience  in  the  Keeping  of  Another.  Though 
"  He  is  feriou-s  in  the  Belief  of  his  Religion,  He  is  mo- 
"  derate  to  all,  who  differ  from  Him.  He  knows  no 
"  DilHn&ion  of  Party,  but  extends  his  good  Offices  a- 
"  like  to  Whig  and  Tory  ;  a  Friend  to  Virtue  under  any 
"  Denomination ;  an  Enemy  to  Vice  under  any  Co- 
"  lours.  His  Health  and  old  Age  are  the  Efl'ecls  of  a 
"  temperate  Life  and  a  quiet  ConfcSence.  Though  He 
"  is  now  fome  Years  above  fouricore,  no  Body  ever 
"  thought  He  lived  too  long.unkfs  it  was  out  of  an  Im- 
"  patience  tofucceed  Him. 

"  This  excellent  Pcrfon  entertain \i  Me  with  the 
"  greateft  Humanity,  and  feem'd  to  take  a  peculiar  De- 
"  light  in  being  ufefal  and  inflruclive  to  a  Stranger. 
"  To  tell  Thee  the  Truth,  Mirza,  I  was  fo  afredled 
"  with  the  Piety  and  Virtue  of  this  Teacher  ;  the  Chri- 
"  ftian  Religion  appear'd  to  Me  fo  amiable  in  his  Cha- 
"  racier  and  Manners  j  that  if  the  Force  of  Education 
"  had  not  rooted  Mahometifm  in  my  Heart,  He  would 
"  certainly  have  made  a  Convert  of  Me.  R.  A. 


SATUR- 
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O  Imitatores,  fervum  Pecus !  ut  mibi  fape  - 
Si/em,  fape  Jocum  veftri  movere  Tumult  us?     Hor. 

SOLOMON  hath  told  us,  feveral  thou- 
fand  Years  ago,  that  there  is  no  nets 
Thing  undtr  tie  Sun ;  which  hath  been 
frequently  apply 'd  to  Writings  of  all 
Kinds,  but  especially  upon  common  Sub- 
jefts;  where  nothing  farther  can  lie  ex- 
pefted,  in  thefe  latter  Ages  of  the  World,  than  to 
throw  them  into  new  Lights,  and  treat  them  in  a  dif- 
ferent Manner.  This  is  one  of  the  principal  Ends  of 
Reading,  and  may  be  properly  call'd  jiift  Imitation, 
or  fomething  more ;  for  though  the  Sutyefl-Matter  be 
generally  the  fame,  yet  by  being  diverfify'd  at  lealt, 
if  not  improved,  it  becomes  an  Original,  in  fome 
Degree,  and  difcovers  a  Genius. 

But  no  Sort  of  Writers  were  ever  look'd  upon  in  fo 
contemptible  a  Light,  as  fervile  and  groveling  Imltn- 
tors ',  who,  inRead  of  copying  after  an  duller,  and 
Ibmetimes  borrowing  his  Senfe,  fteal  his  very  Phrafcs, 
and  Turns  of  Thought,  for  whok  Pages  together,  with- 
out any  Alteration. 

Our  modern  Court-writers  are  Men  of  this  low  Clafs ; 
who  are  fo  wretchedly  barren  of  Invention,  as  well  as 
void  of  Shame,  that  They  not  only  pillage  by  whole- 
fale,  but  endeavour  to  put  off  '.heir  ftolen  Good:,  with- 
out calling  them  anew,  or  even  fo  much  as  taking 
out  the  Marks.  They  have  already  been  compared  to 

the 
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the  Nymph  Eccho,  as  delcribed  by  Ovid;  *  who  can 
neither  /peak  firft  Herfelf,  nor  hold  her  Tongue,  when 
Another  fpeaks.  In  like  Manner,  all  their  Writings 
confilt  of  nothing  but  falfe  Quotations,  and  little  chil- 
difh  Parodies  on  an  Adversary's  Words.  This  may  be 
aptly  enough  ftyled  the  'Tit-format  Way  of  Writing  ; 
by  the  Help  of  which,  any  Body  may  fcribble  on  eter- 
nally, without  any  Stock  of  Wit,  or  Learning,  and 
even  with  very  little  Pains. 

If  the  Craft/man,  or  any  of  his  Correfpondents,  think 
proper  to  couch  their  Sentiments  in  a  Tale,  a  Fable,  a 
Dream,  or  an  Allegory,  They  lay  hold  of  it  immedi- 
ately, and,  with  the  Alteration  of  a  few  Words  only, 
turn  it  directly  againft  Us.  If  We  endeavour  to  di- 
vert our  Readers  with  the  Progrefs  of  PATRIOTISM, 
They  prefently  metamorphofe  it  into  the  Progrefs  of 
FACTION.  If  We  railly  Them  under  the  Allufion 
of  Cookery,  They  are  fure  to  throw  the  Ladle  and 
Skimmer  at  our  Heads.  In  fhort,  whatever  Vehicle 
We  chufe  for  conveying  a  little  Humour,  it  ferves  only 
to  furnim  Them  with  an  Opportunity  of  being  arch 
upon  us  again. —  If  We  march  out  fairly  into  the 
Field,  and  attack  Them  with  open  Argument,  the  Cafe 
is  much  the  fame  ;  for,  inftead  of  coming  to  the  Point, 
They  fill  up  one  half  of  their  Paper  with  fome  of  the 
leaft  material  Paflages,  partially  quoted,  and  fupply  the 
reft  with  Bil/infgate  Declamation.  Nay,  when  They 
are  duller  than  ordinary,  They  make  no  Scruple  to 
filch  whole  Paragraphs  from  tur  Writings,  without 
any  Pretence  of  anfuiering  them,  but  only  to  (lop  up 
the  Gaps  of  a  rotten  Paper,  and  pafs  them  off  for  their 
'ozvn.  Mrs.  Osborne  hath  often  play'd  at  this  low  Game, 
and  particularly  in  the  Gazetteer  of  Saturday  Jail  ; 
where  She  hath  purloin'd  one  large  Paragraph,  Word 
for  Word,  and  Part  of  another,  from  the  very  Paper 
•  •  L  3  .  bhe 

* qu&  nt'f  reticere  loquenti, 

K(t  prior  ipfa  lo^ui  didicit  — — 
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She  pretends  to  anfwer,  without  marking  it  with  invert- 
ed Comma's,  without  making  a  Jingle  Refeffion  upon 
it,  or  giving  the  Reader  the  leaft  Hint  that  it  is  vat 
her  own.  I  mention  This  the  rather,  becaufe  that  pro- 
found Writer  is  fometimes  guilty  of  a  contrary  Prac- 
tice, equally  difir.genuous  as  to  Her/-//;  but  I  muft 
confefs  infinitely  more  difagreeable  to  Me;  That  is, 
making  her  own  ridiculous  Comments  on  the  Writings 
of  the  Craftfma/i,  and  then  printing  them  with  Comma's, 
as  a  ^Quotation  from  thence. 

They  have  gone  lower  ftill,  and  ftolen  mod  of  their 
Motto's,  as  well  as  feveral  of  their  kreneft  Jokes,  from 
tbefe  Papers,  after  a  due  Time,  when  it  might  be  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed  that  People  had  forgot  them.  This 
I  could  eafily  prove  from  Mr.  Waljingbam's  Writings, 
who  is  the  Peifon,  that  hath  chiefly  dealt  in  this  Kind 
of  Larceny.  But  as  to  That,  fince  He  hath  no  Fund 
of  his  own,  He  is  heartily  toe/come  to  my  poor  Stock,  as 
Dryden  once  faid,  whenever  He  p/eafes. 

They  have  even  {hewn  fuch  an  eager  Difpofition  to 
imitate  us,  in  every  Refpeft,  that  whenever  We  have 
happen'd  to  mention  Them  without  Contempt,  They 
have  been  always  ready  to  return  the  Compliment,  and 
treated  us  as  People  of  fame  Parts ;  but  as  foon  as  We 
come  to  touch  upon  the  galFd  Place  again,  They  lofe 
all  Manner  of  Temper,  rctraft  their  former  Concef- 
fions,  and  can  hardly  find  Words  bud  enough  to  be- 
ftow  upon  Us.  1  have  try*d  this  Experiment  two  or 
three  Time.-,  for  the  Entertainment  of  my  Friends,, 
and  always  found  it  anfwer  exactly.  It  mull  be  con- 
felb'd,  that  They  judge  perfectly  right  in  This  ;  for  They 
know  very  well  that  They  were  not  taken  into  Pay, 
for  their  Honr.fiy,  and  therefore  give  Themfelvcs  no 
Trouble  about  it ;  but  if  their  Mnfter  fhould  be  once 
brought  to  enteitain  the  fame  Opinion  of  their  Abilities- 
with  the  reft  of  the  World,  ( as  I  Lelieve  He  begins 
to  do)  They  are  undone  forever.  For  this  Reafon,  I" 
make  no  Poubt  that  Freeman  and  Britannus  would 

readily 
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readily  forgive  Me  all  that  is  paft,  if  I  would  but  do 
Them  fo  much  Credit  with  their  Patron  as  to  write 
one  ferious  Paper  agatnft  Them  ;  and  if  They  behave 
tolerably  well,  I  don't  know  what  my  good  Nature 
may,  fome  Time  or  other,  tempt  Me  to  do Free- 
man, in  particular,  muft  be  fenfible  that  I  always  paid 
a  very  great  Regard  to  his  Capacities,  as  a  Writer,  as 
well  as  to  his  Character,  as  a  Gentleman ;  and,  perhaps, 
I  may  one  Day  give  the  World  fome  remarkable  Proofs 
of  it. But  to  proceed. 

As  This  is  their  ufual  Manner  of  writing,  I  fully  ex- 
pefted,  when  I  gave  fome  Account  of  my  late  Inter- 
view with  MERLIN,  that  They  would  immediately 
top  a  Counter-Prophecy  upon  Me;  but  I  fuppofe  They 
found,  upon  Enquiry,  that  Merlin  was  refolved  to 
ftand  by  Me,  whom  He  hath  appointed  his  Agent ; 
and  therefore  Mr.  Walfingkam  contented  Himfelf  with 
maintaining  the  Caufe  of  the  Garden,  where  his  new 
Habitation  is  placed.  To  give  Him  his  Due,  it  muft 
be  own'd  that  He  hath  acquitted  Himfelf  with  great  • 
Sufficiency,  upon  this  Head,  and  proved  the  Garden 
fo  very  facred,  like  the  antient  oracuh-  Grove  of  Do- 
dona,  that  it  is  little  lefs  than  Elafpbemy  or  Treafon  to 
touch  a  fmgle  Tree,  or  Shrub,  that  grows  in  it. 

But  They  have  fliew'd  all  their  Dexterity,  with  Re- 
gard to  the  BANK-CONTRACT  ;  for  We  had  no  fooner 
intimated  a  Defign  of  having  a  STARLING,  that  Jbould 
j'peak  nothing  elfe,  than  They  were  refolved  to  be  be- 
forehand with  Us;  and  having  pick'd  up  one  of  the 
noiiieft  Birds  of  that  Kind,  which  They  could  get  for 
Love  or  Money, /They  immediately  fee  Him  up,  in 
Oppofition  to  Us.  1  was  in  Hopes  indeed  that,  for 
Variety's  Sake,  They  would  have  changed  Him  into 
a  MAG-PYE,  at  lean,  which  can  chitter  as  fail,  and 
would  have  ferved  their  Purpofe  full  as  well ;  but 
They  are  refoived,  it  feems,  not  to  abate  us  an  Inch, 
and  to  be  always  witty  ia  our  ewn  Way. 

Again; 
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Again  ;  when  We  found  that  a  certain  honourable 
Gentleman  was  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  drop  the  Affair 
of  the  BANK-CONTRACT,  after  He  had  been  detected 
in  a  moft  INFAMOUS  FALSHOOD  about  it;  and  it 
was  thought  proper  to  keep  it  alive  by  a  ftanding  Ad- 
vertifement,  in  Imitation  of  the  Medley,  four  and  twenty 
Years  ago ;  thefe  ingenious  Operators  immediately  took 
the  Hint,  and  have  been  more  than  even  with  Us,  by 
crouding  their  Paper  with  three  or  pur  Advertifements 
of  the  fame  Kind,  which  They  are  increafing  every 
Week. 

This  notable  Device  puts  Me  in  Mind  of  the  young 
Poet,  mention'd  in  the  Speftatcr  ;  who,  feeing  a  Child 
cr  two  introduced  upon  the  Stage  with  good  Succefs, 
had  a  Defign  of  bringing  a  Widow  and  half  a  Dozen 
fatberlefs  Children  into  his  next  Play  ;  but  if  He  had 
put  it  in  Execution,  it  would  hav»  certainly  thrown 
the  Audience  into  a  Fit  of  Laughter,  inftead  of  moving 
their  Companion. 

The  minifterial  Advocates  have  not  only  got  the  bet- 
ter of  Us,  in  the  Number  of  their  Advertifements,  but 
alfo  in  the  Language  ;  being  plentifully  ftrew'd  with 
the  Words  Villai.rj,  Beadles,  Hangmen,  and  other  po- 
lite Exprejffions  of  the  fame  Kind  ;  which  fhew  the 
Delicacy  of  the  Writers,  as  well  as  the  noble  and  gene- 
rous Spirit  of  HIM,  by  whofe  Direction  and  Authority 
fuch  fine  Strokes  of  Satire  are  propagated  through  the 
Kingdom.  Indeed,  I  cannot  think  it  over-judicious 
in  Him  to  fuffer  the  Terms,  Breach  of  Truft  and  infa- 
mous Corruptions,  to  ftand  in  quite  fo  glaring  a  Light ; 
becaufe  if  He  pleafes  to  review  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  Year  1711-12,  He  will  find 
the  fame  Charge  recoil  very  heavily  on  Himfelf.  For 
the  fame  Reafon,  I  was  a  little  furprized  to  fee  any 
Gentleman  charged,  in  a  publick  Advertifement,  with 
continuing  to  infult  *  PLUNDERED  NATION,  by  ere  cl- 
ing PALACES,  and  extending  PARKS,  with  a  Profujion 

of  Ex  pence,  manifefting  tnojt  prodigious   Rapine. 

But 
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But  the  Subjcfi  feems  to  be  of  fo  tender  a  Nature,  that 
He  does  not  value  any  Severities  upon  Himfelf,  in  order 
to  turn  a  Difpute  about  Fafts  into  perfonal  Altercations  °, 
and  I  rnuft  do  Mr.  Walfingbam  the  Juftice  to  fay,  that 
He  could  not  poffibly  make  Ufc  of  a  jitter  Injirument 
for  that  Purpofe. 

They  have  likewise  wander'd  into  Points,  quite  fo- 
reign to  the  Difpate,  in  order  to  furnifh  Matter  for  thefe 
exquijlte  Pieces,  by  raking  into  private  Characters,  and 
fluffing  them  with  perfonal  Abufe ;  which  I  apprehend 
it  would  be  no  difficult  Matter  for  Us  to  retort  upon 
Them  and  their  Patron,  with  connderable  Advantage, 

if  We  could  fubmit  to  fucb  dirty  Work. Bur,  at 

prefent,  as  Sir  Richard  Steele  formerly  fa  id  of  Dunkirk, 
let  Us  think  of  nothing  but  the  BANK-CONTRACT. 

If  any  Thing  could  be  thought  extraordinary,  or  fur- 
prizing,  in  tkefe  Writers,  it  would  be  their  clamorous 
Demand  for  an  Anfwer  to  the  Gazetteers  of  the  27th, 
z8th  and  zgth  of  Aitgufl,  with  their  affefted  Triumph 
upon  our  Defeat ;  though  their  Patron  was  fbon  pro- 
mifed  a  full  and  particular  Anfwer  to  every  Point,  in 
Cafe  He  did  not  think  fit  to  di  "avow  thofe  three  filly 
and  lying  Papers.  I  chofe  this  Method^  for  the  Sake  of 
Candour  and  fair  Dealing  towards  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman, and  out  of  common  Prudence,  with  Regard  to 
Myfe/f;  for  as  I  could  not  eafily  fuppofe  that  a  Gentle- 
man of  his  Figure  would  encourage  fucb  low  Ribaldry 
and  Prevarication,  fo  I  did  not  care  to  fubjeft  Myfelf  to 
the  Ridicule  of  the  World,  by  anfwering  Papers,  which 
might  be  given  up,  as  foonas  they  were  expofed.  But 
fince  the  honourable  Gentleman  hath  been  fo  far  from 
difowning  them,  that  He  hath  order'd,  or  permitted 
them  to  be  bundled  up  in  a  Pamphlet,  and  to  be  re- 
commended in  his  new  Gazette,  with  repeated  Defyan- 
ces,  as  the  proper  Objeft  of  my  Reply ;  I  appeal  to"  the 
World  whether  they  ought  not  to  be  look'd  upon  as  his 
own  Defence  ;  and  whether  I  have  not  a  Right  to  treat 
them  accordingly. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Walfingbam  feems  to  think  that  He  hath  catch'd 
Me  in  an  Inconfiftevcv,  and  fwaggers  mofl  inordinately 
upon  it,  through  a  *  whole  Paper ;  becaufe  I  call'd  upon 
all  the  minift  trial  IPriters  for  an  Anfwer  to  what  had 
been  alledged  againft  their  Patron,  and  yet  did  not  im- 
mediately reply  to  the  firft,  that  appear'd.  But  This 
is  exaftly  of  a  Piece  with  his  other  Reafonings ;  for 
though  I  challenged  Them  all  jointly,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  J  am  bound  to  anfvver  every  one  of  Them  fe- 
parately  ;  (nor,  indeed,  would  it  be  poffible,  if  I  had  as 
many  Hands  as  Briareus  ;J  but  only  to  wait,  and  enter 
the  Lifts  with  Thofe,  upon  whom  the  chief Strefs  is  laid. 
I  am  heartily  glad  to  find  that  this  Honour  is  done  to 
Him  ;  and  hope  foon  to  fee  Him  in  his  Chariot  again. 

Befldes  this  Reafon,  for  delaying  my  Reply,  I  had 
another  ;  for  I  was  really  out  of  Town,  and  at  a  Place, 
where  I  had  no  Opportunity  of  confulting  the  proper 
Books  for  that  Purpofe.  Perhaps,  This  might  be  their 
chief,  if  not  their  only  Motive  for  infilling  fo  peremp- 
torily on  an  immediate  Anfwer ',  in  Hopes  that  it  might 
be  imperfcft,  for  Want  of  thofe  Lights  ;  together  with  a 
Confcioufnefs  that  it  was  capable  of  being  made  com- 
pleat,  by  fucbjfoucbers  and  Authorities  as  are  in  being. 

I  mention  thefe  Particulars,  in  View  to  an  idle  Sug- 
geflion,  that  I  waited  for  Inftruflions  from  France,  or 
Torkjhire,  or  the  Lord  knows  whence.  But  They  will 
ibon  find  that  there  are  ample  Materials  for  the  Bufinefs 
much  nearer  home. 

Tbefe  hajly  Gentlemen  ought  likewife  to  remember 
how  long  it  was  before  I  could  draw  any  Anfwer,  or 
even  the  Promifeof  an  Anfwer,  from  Them  ;  whereas  I 
publickly  promifed  Them  one,  in  eight  Days  after  their 
laft  Paper  came  out;  That  is,  as  foon  as  it  was  poffible 
for  Me  to  do  it,  in  the  Craft/man,  had  I  been  in  Town. 
I  had  a  Right  therefore,  in  my  Turn,  to  a  little  Indul- 
gence of  the  fame  Nature. 

However, 

*  Gazetteeer,  Sept.   10. 
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However,  fince  They  pretend  to  be  fo  very  impa- 
tient, (for  I  really  believe  it  only  a  Pretence)  I  will  en- 
deavour to  give  Them  Satisfaction  on  Saturday  next, 
with  as  much  Decency  as  the  Subjeft  will  admit  ;  and 
{hall  leave  the  Publick  to  judge,  whether  I  don't  fully 
make  out  the  Point  in  Difpute. 

I  fhall  only  add,  that  as  I  have  been  provoked  to 
this  Reply,  in  the  moft  infolent  Manner,  I  hope  I  mall 
be  fuffer'd  to  go  through  it,  without  the  ufual  Interpo- 
iition  of  the  fecular  Arm,  notwithftanding  the  open 
Menaces  and  fcandalous  Infmuations  in  the  Gazetteer  of 
Monday  laft.  D, 


SATURDAY,  Oftober  n,  1735. 


The  Cafe  of  the  BANK  CONTRACT  tritely  ft  at  ed,  in 
Anfwer  to  the  Gazetteers  of  the  zjth,  z%tb  and 
zyb  of  Auguft  laft. 

Addrefid  to  a   CERTAIN    RIGHT  HONOURABLE 
GENTLEMAN. 

SIR, 

>H  E  N  the  three  Gazetteers,  intitled  the 
Cafe  of  .the  BANK-CONTRACT,  were 
firft  publifh'd,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
give  You  an  Opportunity  ofdifavowing 
them,  or  adding  any  Thing  farther  in 
your  Defence;  that  You  might  not  af- 
terwards complain  of  Mifreprefentation,  or  any  Advan- 
tage being  taken  of  Papers,  which  were  publifh'd  with- 
out your  Confent  and  Approbation.  Bat  You  have 
been  fo  far  from  difowning,  or  difcountenancing  them, 
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in  any  Manner,  that  You  have  not  only  fuffer'd  your 
Advocates  to  infult  and  triumph  upon  them,  as  unan- 
fwerable,  but  to  fpread  them  through  the  Kingdom,  by 
your  Authority,  with  the  mofl  outrageous  Abufe,  and 
the  very  Sink  of  all  Billingfgate .  You  mull  therefore 
excule  this  fecond  Addrefs,  in  which  I  {hall  confider 
them  as  your  own,  and  prove;  them  a  fliamelei's  Attempt 
to  juftify  one  Faljbood  by  feveral  more. 

But  before  I  do  This,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  bring 
the  Reader  back  to  the  true  Point  in  Debate,  as  it  flood 
between  Ytu  and  the  Author  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Jinking 
Fund  ;  which  hath  been  indurtrioufly  difguifed,  in  or- 
der to  perplex  the  Queilion,  and  impofe  a  falfe  State  of 
it  upon  the  Publick. 

Though  this  Affair  of  the  BANK-CONTRACT  hath, 
been  frequently  mention 'd  of  late  Yeais,  in  a  curfory 
Manner,  as  a  moft  fraudulent  and  iniquitous  Trant- 
aclion,  which  ruin'd  thouiands  of  innocent  Families ; 
yet  the  Particulars  of  it  were  never  open'd  and  ex- 
plain'd,  till  You  undertook  that  Task  in  the  Confedera- 
tions, with  this  remarkable  Introduction. 

"  *  I  confefs  it  is  a  Digreflion  from  the  main  Scope 
'<  of  my  prefent  Bufinefs,  to  enter  now  into  the  Con- 
"  fiderationof  this  Bank-Contraft ;  but  it  hach  been 
"  made  of  late  fo  much  the  Subject  of  Conversation, 
"  both  in  publick  and  private,  and  treated  as  the  molt 
"  wicked,  and  I  know  not  what,  of  all  publick  Trani- 
"  aftions,  that  I  thought  it  would  be  fome  Satisfaction 
«'  to  the  World,  to  have  this  Matter  ji at td,  that  Per- 
"  fons,  that  talk  and  write  about  it,  rnay  know  fome- 
"  thing  of  tks  Matter,  which  indeed  J  think  Them 
"  very  ignorant  of.  I  have  procured  my  Informati- 
"  ons  from  the  left  Authorities,  that  are  now  to  be 
"  had,  and  I  really  believe  every  Word  of  what  I 
"  mail  advance  is  jirittly  true. 

What 
*  Confederation^  p.  85.. 
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What  can  be  more  folemn,  or  difcover  a  greater  Air 
of  Veracity,  as  well  as  fuperior  Knowledge  in  this  Af- 
fair, than  the  foregoing  Paragraph  ?  You  are  fo  far 
from  expreffing  the  leait  Diffidence  of  your  Informa- 
tions* that  You  aflure  us  You  have  them  from  the  beft 
Authorities,  and  are  pleafed  to  communicate  them  to 
Us,  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  World,  and  in  Compaffi- 
on  to  our  Ignorance,  that  We  may  not  continue  to  write 
and.  talk  any  longer  about  the  Bank-Contract,  without 
knowing  fomething  of  the  Matter. 

In  Purfuance  of  this  gracious  Declaration,  You  pro- 
ceed to  a  minute  Account  of  all  the  Steps  and  Circum- 
ftances,  that  led  to  this  Tranfaffion,  as  well  as  the  Share, 
that  Sir  R— — —  W  .  had  in  it.  Having  premifed 
that  He  was  then  no  Minifler,  but  only  Paymafter  of 
the  Army,  You  tell  us  that  He  was  fent  for  out  of  the 
Country,  where  He  had  lived  the  greateft'Part  of  the 
Summer,  to  aflift  in  faving  a  finking  Nation  ;  that  He 
accordingly  came  up  for  this  Purpoie,  and  was  Ib  good 
as  to  give  all  the  Affiftance  in  his  Power,  by  making 
Ufe  of  his  Credit  with  the  Bank,  whom  He  at  length 
prevail'd  upon  to  fupport  the  Southfea  Company ;  that 
in  Confequence  of  This,  there  was  a  Meeting  of  a 
Committee  of  each  Company,  at  \hePoft-Maftej--Generars 
Houfe,  in  Prefence  of  fever ~al 'Gentlemen  in  the  Admi- 
niftration,  whom  You  particularly  enumerate.  This 
Meeting  was  on  the  igth  of  Sept.  1720  ;  and  You  add, 
that  the  two  Committees  having  come  to  fame  Agreement, 
after  a  long  Conference,  it  was  thought  proper  to  take 
down  a  Minute  of  it  in  Writing.  You  farther  own 
that,  at  the  general  Defoe  of  the  Company,  Mr.  W- — — 
drew  tbit  Minute,  and  give  us  a  Copy  of  it,  which 
You  fay  hath  been  ever  fince  call'd  the  Bank-Contra  ft. 

You  then  add  the  following  ever- memorable  AC- 

fertion. 

"  This  is  ALL,  that  was  wrote  by  Sir  R —  W— 
*'  at  THIS,  or  at  ANY  OTHER  TIME,  relating  to  this 
"  Affair-,  and  I  have  been  affured,  in  the  FUTURE 

Vot.  XIV.  M  «  MEETINGS 
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<<  MEETINGS  vpon-ttit  Buftnefs,  HE  WAS  NEVER 

•<«    ONCE    PRESENT. 

2"/Wf  Paper*  -which  You-  call  the  Bank-Cmtratt,  hav- 
ing no  S///i?,  7?6if  or  Preamble  to  ir,  and  the  moil  mate- 
rial Articles  being  either  left  <£/rf/z£,  or  refer'd  10  a  yv£- 
ftjuent  Agreement ,  You  triumph  upon  it  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary Manner,  and  your  Creatures  did  the  fame, 
upon  the  Publication  of  the  Pamphlet,  as  a  compleat 
Anfwer  to  all  the  Imputations  and  Clamours  upon  that. 
Account. 

•But,  thcfe  Exultations  did  not  laft  long;  for  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Cafe  of  the  Jinking  Fund  happen 'd  to  make 
an  unlucky  Difcovery  that  the  honourable  Qentleman 
was  at  a  fubfequent  Meeting  of  tbe  two  Parties,  on  the 
S3d  of  the  fame  Month,  and  then  drew  up  .another 
Paper  between  Them  ;  which  hath  not  only  a  7}//r, 
but  every  material  Article  is  fill'd  up,  and  the  Bank-Qx.- 
prefly agree  tofubfcribe  theirCapital Stock of3, 375,0007. 
into  the  Soutbjea  Company  at  400  /.  -per  Cent.  •— ~ — 
Thisappears  from  the  ORIGINAL  CONTRACT,  in  Sir 

R W 's  OWN  HAND-WRITING  ,•  which  the 

Author  allures  us  is  ftill  in  Being,  arid  ready  to  be  pro- 
duced. 

Here  therefore  lies  the  Strefs  of  the  Argument ;  and 
the  main  Point  is,  whether  the  bonrjurable  Gentleman 
\vas  not  really  at  tbit  Meeting?  and  dre\v  -up  tbu  Agree- 
ment, as  well  as  the  former,  notwkhitanding  your  fo- 
kmn  Afleveration  to  the  contrary. 

This  ftruck  all  your  Advocates  in  an  Heap  at  once  ; 
and  They  feem'd  refolved  to  pafs  it  over  in  Silence,  if 
it  was  poffible  to  do  it ;  but  finding  that  a  Point  of  iuch 
Importance  to  the  Publick  would  not  be  eafily  fuffer'd 
to  dye  away,  They  were  obliged  to  make  Uie  of  their 
laft  Refort,  and  endeavour'd  to  drown  Reafon  and 
Truth  in  a  Torrent  of  Scurrility.  I  appeal  to  the  World, 
and  even  to  Yourielf,  whether  the  like  was  ever  iecn 
before,  in  any  Difpute. 

But 
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But  as  to  the  Fatt,  what  have  They  faid  to  invalidate 
it  ?  Why,  at  firft,  They  infinuated  that  there  was  no 
fucb  Paper  in  Being,  or  that  it  was  all  a  Forgery.  When 
"This  would  not  go  down,  They  pleaded  your  Want  cf 
Memory,  and  told  us  that  a  Gentleman,  who  had  been 
engaged  for  ib  many  Years  in  a  Multiplicity  of  Affairs, 
might  eafily  forget  fucb  a.  Circumjiance,  or  miftake  one 
Meeting  for  another.  They  had  afterwards  the  Modetiy 
toaflert  that  the  whole  Difpute  confills  in  a  Difference 
between  two  Pamphlets.  But  their  chief  Argument  ir, 
that  whatever  Part  the  honourable  Gentleman  afted  in, 
this  Affair ,  whether  right  or  wrong,  was  at  the  earnefl 
Solicitation  and  Intreaties  of  another  Gentleman,  who 
begg'd  and  pray'd  Him  to  do  it,  with  Tears  in  his  Eye?. 
All  This  (hall  be  confideni  in  another  Paper  or  two  ; 
and  I  will  conclude  at  prefent  with  fome  farther  Re- 
marks on  your  own  excellent  Account  of  this  *Tranf>- 
aftion,  as  it  Hands  in  the  Confederations. 

It  is  a  pretty  remarkable  Circumftance,  as  the  Author 
of  the  Cafe  of  the  Jinking  Fund  hath  already  obferved, 
that  any  Man  fliould  be  able  to  get  fo  confiderable  a 
Place  as  That  of  Paymafter  of  the  Army,  without  any 
Credit,  or  Power  at  Court,  But  there  is  fomething  farther 
to  be  faid,  upon  this  Head  ;  for  whether  the  Paymafter  of 
the  Army  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  Minifter  or  not;  it  is 
certain  that  He  had  more  Power,  at  that  Time,  than  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  and  carry 'd,  in.  .Oppofi- 
tion  to  Him,  one  of  the  moft  fcandalous  Projefts  of  r  he 
whole  Year,  befldes  the  Bank-Contra  ft.  It  was  caJl'd 
at  firft  the  Reconciliation-Bargain ;  but  it  is  better  known 
at  prefent  by  the  Name  of  the  two  Infurance  Companies  ; 
which  gave  Money  to  the  Civil-Lift  for  the  Privilege  or" 
becoming  two  Bubbles,  under  the  Sand  ion  of  an  Aft  of 
Parliament ;  at  a  Time  too,  when  the  Treafury  was  pro- 
vided with  Ways  and  Means  for  the  Supply  of  it  other- 
wife  j  and  when  even  the  Soutbfea  Directors,  who 
were  afraid  of  this  unneceff~ary  Fewel,  offer 'd  to  advance 
the  Money  for  the  Civil-Lift,  upon  fure  and  eafy  Terms, 
rather  than  let  tbofe  Bubbles  take  Plave.  It  ought  to  be 
M  2  remember 'd 
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remembered  that,  upon  the  firft  forming  of  this  Prcjtff, 
a  Share  fold  for  about  5 /.  and  the  fame  Share,  at  the 
hi^hefl  Price  afterwards,  for  about  140  /.  Now  if  You 
will  be  pkafed  to  compare  the  proportional  Increaie  er" 
the  Smtbfea  to  it,  You  will  r,nd  how  immenfejy  larger 
the  Gains  •  were  on  the  latter-,  and  the  World  mutt 
judge,  from  the  honourable  Gentleman's  Character,  whe- 
ther He  made  no  Advantage  of  his  cten  Bubble. 

I  muft  here  beg  Leave  to  -jefrefii  your  Memory  with  a 

•Pailage  or  two  in  Mr.  A tw's  fecwd  Speech  before 

the  Hwfe  of  Lords,  -relating  to  tkis  S«lyeff.' 

"  *  The  unaccountable  Succefs  of  this  Undertaking 
"  (meaning  the  Souibfea  Scheme)  gave  Birth  to  many 
"  i>af«  and  ruinous  Projects ;  and  it  muft  ever  be  a  pub- 
«{  lick  Reproach,  that  Encouragement  -was  given  to 
«'  tbcfe  two  Bubbles >  which  were  eikblim'd  to  rai!e-a 
"  Supply  for  the  Support  of  the  Civil-Lift.  Tis  very 
*'  well  known  that  thofe  two  Prcjclis  did  not  proceed 
*'  from  ME. 

«'  Whatever  Opinion  the  World  may  have  of  the 
«•  Siutbfea  Scheme^  I  will  prefume  to  fay  that  theft  two 
V  Project  were  founded  in  greater  Iniquity,  and  con* 
'•  tributed  more  to  the  publick  Calamity,  tha«  any 
««  Thing  clfe. 

Let  This  fufHce,  as  to  the  honourable  •Gentkmads 
Want  of  Credit  and  Power.  But  You  add,  "  that  He 
*c  was  fent  for  up  out  of  the  Country,  and  his  Advice 
•'  and  Affiilance  was  demanded,  to  aflift  in  faving  a 

"  finking  Nation,  &c. He  was  defired  and  im- 

<(  portuned  to  ufe  his  Credit  with  the  Bank,  to  induce 
*'  Them  to  agree  to  a  Propofal  .made  by  the  Scutbfca 
"'  Ccmpaxy,  for  circulating  a  Number  of  their  Bonds. 

Thi?, I  believe,  may  be  true  enough;  but  the  chief 
Queilion  is  .by  WHOM  He  was  fent  for  dp,  and  what 
was  'bis  own  particular.  Motivg  for  obeying. the  Sum- 

-,  .  mqns 

"  *~Htf.  Regi/l.  Yd.  8,   /.'  319. 
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rnons  fo  readily.  Perhaps,  This  may  be  partly  ex- 
plain'd  by  what  follows. 

"  It  muft:  be  remember'd,  fay  You,  that  nothing  of 
"  this  Kind  arofe  from  the  Bank,  or  was  at  their  Mo- 

«<  tion. But  the  Clamour  was  irrefiftible  ;  and  the 

"  Bank,  out  of  Neceffity,  hearken'd  to  the  Propofals  of 
"  the  Soutbfea  Company  ;  for  from  TJie m  every  Step  and 
"  Motion  proceeded. 

To  this  likewife  I  am  ready  to  agree,  provided  it  is 
not  extended  beyond  the  Propofal,  for  the  Circulation 
of  their  Bands  ;  and  though  I  am  very  fenfible  You 
meant  it  only  as  to  that  Point ;  yet  it  is  fo  dextroufly 
worded,  that  your  Friends  may  take  it,  out  of  Kindnefs, 
in  a  larger  Senfe.  -You  go  on  thus. 

"  This  not  being  relifh'd  immediately,  it  was  pro- 
"  pofed  that  there  fliould  be  a  Meeting  of  a  Committee? 

"  confifting  of  five  of  each  Company,  &c This 

"  Meeting  was  on  the  icjth  of  Sept.  1720,  three  Days 
*'  after  the  Propofal.  _.._ 

You  add  ;  "I  have  been  told  that  this  Conference 
"  lafted  for  many  Hour?,  with  great  Reludlance  on  the 
"  Part  of  the  Bank,  but  prek'd  with  fo  much  Eager- 
"  nefs  and  Authority  on  the  other  Suit,  that  the  Bank 
"  was  prevailed  upon  to  yield. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  even  from  this  very  Account  of 
the  Tranfaction,  that  the  Meeting,  on  the  Part  of  the 
Selltbjea,  was  to  perfuade  the  Bank  to  circulate  their 
Bonds  ',  a  Thing,  which  the  latter  did  not  immediately 
reli/h ;  but  what  was  done,  to  make  Them  relijb  iti 
and  by  whom  propofeJ,  were  Points  of  too  tender  a  Na- 
ture to  be  mcntion'd  ;  and,  perhaps,  it  might  be  hoped 
that  the  former  Words,  every  Step  and  Motion,  would 
be  carry 'd  on  to  the  Transactions  at  this  Meeting.  But 
fuch  is  the  Force  of  Truth,  that  it  will  fometimes  mew 
itfelf  through  the  moft  concerted  Difguife ;  for  the  very 
Contratf  You  produce,  imperfect  as  it  is,  mews  plainly 
enough  from  which  Side  the  Proportion  came,  relating 
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to  the  Stock.     After  the  Bank's*  Agreement  to   circulate 
the  Seutbfea  Bonds,  it  is  added, 

"  That  IN  CONSIDERATION  of  this  Undertaking, 
"  the  Southjea  Company  fhall  pay  the  3,700,000  /.  to 
**  be  paid  to  the  Bank  by  Notice  of  Parliament,  in  the 
"  Soutbfea  Stock,  at  a  Price  to  be  agreed  on  between 
"  the  tzvo  Companies. 

From  hence,  I  think,  it  evidently  appears  that  This 
was  a  Relijhcr  of  the  Bank's  own  propofing,  or  a 
Thing  given  Them  in  Confederation  of  what  They  pro- 
mifed  ta  do  ;  and  there  can  be  no  Doubt  that  both  They 
and  Tou  made  the  bell  of  it ;  fmce  it  foon  afterwards 
appsar'd  that  it  teas  never  defigrid  to  be  kept,  unlefs  it 
happen'd  to  prove  for  the  Advantage  of  the  BANK  ; 
and  You  ftill  acknowledge  that  the  whole  of  that  Affair 
was  only  the  Biter's  being  bit ;  an  Expreffion  fo  full  to  • 
every  Point  now  brought  into  Difpute,  that  it  muft  ar.d 
fhall  be  often  repeated.  For  who  were  fo  well  quali- 
fy'd  to  be  the  Biters,  in  this  Cafe,  as  Thofe,  who  made 
the  Bargain,  on  Purpofe  to  fell  out  their  Stock  at  400  /. 
per  Cer.i.  with  a  fecret  Referve  to  make  it  void,  when 
it  would  not  anfwer  their  Purpoies  any  longer  ?  The 
Transfer  "Books  of  the  Sautbfea  Company  bear  fome  Me- 
morials of  the  great  Sales  of  Stock  by  nofe,  whom  You 
intruded  with  this  Scene  of  Iniquity  ;  nor  muft  the  ex- 
traordinary Tranfattions  of  a  CERTAIN  SHOP,  at  that 
Time,  be  forgotten.  You  would  think,  no  Doubt,  that 
We  had  a  very  mean  Opinion  of  your  Parts,  if  We 
fnould  fuppofe  that  You,  (who  made  no  Scruple  of 
drawing  your  intimate  Friends  into  Contracts  for  Stock, 
at  the  highefl  Price )  would  let  Them  into  Jack  a  Se~ 
tret  as  This,  without  partaking  of  it  yourfdf. 

As  a  farther  Confirmation  that  the  Stock-Part  of  the 
Contraf}  was  a  Reli/ber  of  the  Bank's  own  propofing, 
and  in  Conjideratitr.  of  their  circulating  the  Sautbfea 
Company's  Bonds,  I  muit  beg  Leave  to  lay  before  the 
Reader  another  Pailage  from  the  Memoirs  of  thcle 
Times. 

«  On 
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"  *  On  the  zoth  of  Sept.  there  was  a  Genera!  Court 
"  of  the  Southfea  Company,  at  Merchant-Taylor1  s-Hall ; 
"  where  Sir  JOHN  FELLOWS,  the  SUB-GOVERNOR, 
"  acquainted  Them  that,  fince  their  lajt  Meeting,  their 
"  Stock  having  taken  an  unexpected  Turn,  to  the  Dif. 
"  advantage  of  the  Company,  the  Directors  had  been 
"  confulting  what  might  be  molt  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
11  Corporation ;  and  confidering  the  great  Credit  the 
"  Bank  of  England  had  juftly  gam'd,  both  at  home  and 
"  abroad,  They  had  thought  it  for  their  Intereft  to 
"  treat  with  that  Company,  for  circulating  their  BONDS, 
"  and  to  GRANT  Them  STOCK  at  a  MODERATE 
"  PRICE,  in  Lieu  of  the  3,700,000  /.  which  the 
«'  Soutbfea  Company  was  to  pay  Them  at  Lady-Day, 
"  and  Michaelmas  1721  ;  and  that,  from  theRefult  of 
"  the  Meeting  They  had  the  Night  before  with  fame 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  Bank,  and  fame  Perfons  of  the  fir  ft 
«'  Rank,  They  doubted  not  but  fucb  an  Agreement 
"  might  foon  be  perfe&ed. 

We  are  told,  in  the  fame  Place,  that  the  Bank ,  ac- 
cording to  this  Agreement,  was  to  have  one  Million  of 
the  Southfea  Company's  capital  Stock,  in  Lieu  of  this 
3,700,0007.  which,  fays  the  Author,  is  FIVE  PER 
CENT,  cheaper  than  the  faid Stock  was  given  to  the 
FIRST  SUBSCRIBERS  OF  ANNUITIES. 

If  therefore  the  Sub-Governor  of  the  Southfea  Com- 
pany, who  was  alfo  one  of  the  Committee  at  the  Pojl- 
Office,  may  be  allow'd  to  know  any  Thing  of  the 
Matter,  this  Quantity  of  Stock  was  underftood  to 
have  been  GRANTED  to  the  BANK,  at  a  MODE- 
RATE PRICE,  in  CONSIDERATION  of  the  ether 
Part  of  the  Agreement,  and  not  FORCED  upon  Them, 
at  an  HIGH  PRICE,  as  your  Advocate  every  where 
aflerts. 

There 

*  Hift,  Reg,  FoJ.  5.  /.  369.  or  Pol.  State,  Vol.  20. 
?.  188. 
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There  is  one  Article  more  in  your  Jirft  Account, 
which  deferves  a  little  Notice  ;  and  That  is  where 
You  fay  ;  "  I  have  been  told  there  was  fome  liitle 
«'  Difpute,  who  fhould  write  down,  or  draw  the 
«l  Minute  ;  but  it  being  the  general  Defire  of  the 
"  Company  that  Mr.  W  (hould  do  it,"  He  ac- 
cordingly did  it. This  fome  little  Difpute  was  fb 

very  lutle>  as  I  am  inform'd,  that  nobody  ever  heard,  or 
few  it.  But  I  mall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  of  This, 
in  another  Place. 

Having   thus  examined  the  Account,  which  You 

gave  the  Publick   yourfelf  of  this  Tranfaflion,  I  fhall 

have  the  lefs  Trouble  with  your  Advocates  iupplemen- 

tal  one,   in  the  Gazetteer.  C.  D. 

Ts  be  continued  in  our  next. 


SATURDAY,  Ofleber  18,  1735. 

%    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efa 

The  Subjeft  of  the  BAN  K-Co  N  T  R  A  CT  contiuucd. 

to  a  CERTAIN  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 
GENTLEMAN, 

SIR, 

Think  it  hath  been. fufficiently  proved, 
in  our  lait,  that  the  Bank  were  not 
drawn  into  the  STOCK-PA  RT  of  the  A- 
greement  by  the  Soutbfca  Directors,  as 
You  and  your  Advocates  have  aflerted  a 
tlioufand  Times  over  ;  but  that  it  was 
&Propcfalof  THEIR  OWN,  in  CONSIDERATION  of 
their  circulating  a  certain  Number  of  tbt  SOUTHSEA 

COMPANY'S 
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COMPANY'S  BOND?,  which  They  did  not  immediate- 
ly rehjk.     From  whence  it  appears  that  the  **  BANK 
thought  it  an  advantageous.  Bargain  for  'Tbcmfefae:,  at 
that  Time  ;  and  there 'can  be  no  Doubt  that  You  would 
have  affifted  Them  in  pinning   the  Soutbfea  Company 
down  to  it,  in  Cafe  it  bad  proved  fo  ;    but  it  is  a  Point 
long  fmce  known  in  the  City,  as  well  as  in  other  Places, 
that  They  had  private  AiTurances  given  Them  of.  being 
releafed  from  it,  if  it  proved  otherwife.     Nay,,  the  very 
fir  ft  Advocate,  who  appeared  for  You  in  this  Caufe,  jii- 
dicioufiy  own?,  "  *  that  the  eafier  to  entice  Them  ( the 
'  Bank  )  into,  this  Bargain,  They  might  very  proba-- 
'  bly  have  had  likewife  Hopes,,   or  Intimations,  given 
'  Them,  that  what  They  mould  do  then,  to  keep  up 
'  the  Credit  of  the  Soutbfea  Company,  mould  be  made 
*  good  to  Them,  as  it  was  a  national  Concern,  by  Par- 
**  Koine  fit,  in  Cafe  They  mould  be  any  Loiers  there- 
««  by,"—  It  is  fuggeftedjindeed,  that  thefe  Hopes,m  In- 
tjjaatioffSiweft  given  the  Batik  by  the  late  Mini  ft  ry  and 
fome  leading  Members,  at  that  Time  ;    but  This  is  fo 
ridiculous  a  Suppofition,    and  received  fo  -f-  full  an  An- 
fwer  immediately  after,  that,  to  avoid  Repetitions,    I 
ihal!  refer  the  Reader  to  it  for  Particulars. 

The  next  Point  to  be  confider'd  is,  whether  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  was  Hintjelf  actually  DRAWN  IN- 
TO thefe  Meetings  of  the  two  Companies,  and  the  re- 

**  Southfea  Stock  was,at  that  'Time,  about  400  /.  the 
Price,  which  the  Bank  agreed  to  take  it  at ;  and  it  was 
the  general  Opinion  that  this  Contraft  would  have  raifed 
it  conjiderably.  Befides,  it  ought  to  be  confider'd  that  the 
Bank  were  liable  to  be  paid  off  this  3,700,000  /.  at  Par  ; 
by  which  They  would 'have  loft  all  the  Profit  of  the  advanced 
Price  ;  and  though  the  Stock  had  not  the  firm,  which 
was  expefted,  the  Subfcription  for  circulating  Southfea 
Bonds  was  the  Occajton  offaving  the  Bank/row  Ruin. 

*  Gazetteer,  July  the  tyb  1735. 

f  See  the  Craftfrhan  of  the  iqtbandzbtk  ^July  la  ft. 
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markable  Part  He  bore  in  them,  (  as  it  hath  been  affert- 
ed  in  a  thoufand  Places  )  or  WHO  //  wut  that  bad  fuck 
a  powerful  Influence  over  Him. 

Your  good  Friend  Mr.  Waljlngham  (  for  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  conceal  Himfelf  )  is  pleafed  to  do  Mr.  A—  bit 
this  Honour,  with  all  his  ufual  Redur.  dancies  of  po'ite 
Rhetorick.  Not  content  with  perfiliing  in  This,  far 
five  or  fix  Weeks  together,  and  calling  upon  us,  in  the 
moft  clamorous  and  abufive  Manner,  for  an  Anfwer  ; 
He  went  fo  far  as  to  infult  us  for  an  J  aftual  Refufaf, 
and  founded  his  Triumph  upon  ||  that  very  Paper,  in 
which  We  promifed  You  a  full  and  particular  Anfwer 
to  every  Point,  if  You  did  not  think  fit  to  di/avow  Kin, 
in  fome  Manner  or  other  ;  for  We  even  gave  You  a  La- 
titude, in  this  Refpeft  ;  and  there  ai?  many  Ways  for 
a  Man  in  pur  Station  to  do  it,  if  You  had  a  Mind, 
without  engaging  Yourfelf  perfonally,  or  by  Name,  in 
the  Difpute,  as  your  Advocate  hath  ridiculoufly  fup- 
pofed.  But,  inflead  of  doing  any  Thing  of  this  Nature, 
You  have  encouraged,  and  authorized  Him,  for  That 
is  really  the  Cafe,  to  go  on  in  his  Defyances,  his  Infult), 
and  moft  abominable  Scurrilities,  till  the  World  expeft- 
ed  and  call'd  for  an  Anfwer,  as  well  as^Mr.  Wa-lfrng- 
ham.  When  He  found  us  provided  with  one,  and  (aw 
it  coming,  He  began  immediately  to  *  "f  hedge  cjf,  and 
prepare  for  his  Retreat.  I  know  very  well,  from  a  long 
Acquaintance  with  his  Writings  and  Spirit,  wbat  tvat 
bis  De/tgn  at  firfl  ;  That  is,  to  bully  us  out  of  this  Ar- 
gument, by  Noife  and  Impudence  and  throwing  his 
Filth  at  every.  Body,  that  comes  in  his  Way.  But 
This  not  having  had  the  propofed  Effeft,  I  know  likewjfe 
tohat  He  is  afraid  of  now.  He  is  confcious  to  Himfelf, 
as  well  as  You  are,  that  He  cannot  fuppart  what  He 


|  Gazetteer,  Sept.    10. 
|i  Craft/man,  Sept.  6. 

'  *f  See  the  Gazetteer  of  Thar/Jay  Off.  tie  yb  In- 
fant. 

hath 
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hath  fo  confidently  aver'd,  and  that  He  mall  foon  be  de- 
tefted  of  having  mifreprefented,  mifquoted,  and  pre- 
varicated through  the  Whole,  in  a  moft  fcandalous 
Manner. 

For  this  Reafon,  He  hath  made  another  Attempt  to 
divert  the  Eyes  of  the  Publick  from  the  Fafls  'in  Difpute, 
ff  by  infinuating  that  the  only  Defign  of  the  prefent 
Opposition  is  to  thrufl  ttco  Gentlemen  into  the  Admi- 
niftration,  who  have  the  Misfortune  to  lye  under  legal 
Incapacities  ;  but  This  is  fo  poor  and  dale  an  Artifice, 
fo  improbable  in  itfelf,  and  fo  direftly  contrary  to  your 
own  perpetual  Reflections  that  all  thofe  Gentlemen,  who 
are  not  difabled  in  the  fame  Manner,  are  actuated  bjr 
nothing  but  Ambition,  and  an  infatiable  Thirft  of  Pow- 
er 5  This,  I  fay,  is  fo  low  and  wretched  a  Shifr,  that  I 
mention  it.  only  to  expofe  it,  and  point  it  out  to  the 
Contempt  of  the  World. 

In  this  Paper  likcwife  there  is  a  new  Fund  <$ fecret 
Hiftory  open'd,  or  hinted  at,  which  could  come  from. 
Nobody  but  Taurjelf,  whether  true  or  falfe  ;  and  This 
farther  jultifies  Me  in  the  prefent  Addrefs.  If  it  mould 
prove  difagreeable,  You  muft  thank  your  Friend  Mr. 
Walfingbaw,  who  hath  fo  fooliflily  provoked  it,  as  well 
as  Tcurfelf,  who  employ 'd  Him,  and  not  Us. 

.For  my  own  Part,  I  am  no  Advocate  for  Mr.  A — bitt 
to  whom  I  am  utterly  unknown  ;  and,  I  hope,  it  will 
not  be  expected  that  I  mould  difpute  with  A8s  of  Par- 
liament, though  your  candid  Advocates  are  continually 
endeavouring  to  lay  that  Office  upon  Me  ;  but  when 
Tacts  come  into  Diipute,  I  think  Myfelf  at  Liberty  to 
clear  Them  up;  and  whatever  Mif management,  or  give 
it  what  hard  Name  You  pleafe,  may  have  been  laid  to 
Mr.  A — &>'s  Charge,  He  hath  certainly  a  Right  to 
tommon  Jujlice,  and  ought  not  to  be  fadd'led  with  other 
People's  Sins. 

tt  #• 
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I  fhall  therefore  lay  a  true  State  of  this  Affair  before 
tkePublick,  from  tixtbeft  Authorities  I  have  been  able 
to  procure,  <uid  doubt  not  that  every  impartial  Man 
will  give  Me  a  fair  Hearing. 

The  Subftance  of  what  your  Friend  alledges  againft 
Mr.  A — bie,  as  far  as  Fafts  are  concern*d,is  thus  lumm'd 
up  by  Himfelf. 

««  *  View  this  Tran&ftion  then  in  its  natural  Light ; 
«*  Mr.  A~>  hie  in  his  Diftrefs  fupplicating  this  bo- 
"  nourable  Perfon  to  come  an  hundred  Miles^  to  this 
"  Meeting  ;  imploring  hia  Confent  to  this  Bank-Ctin- 
«  trafl,  as  the  only  Thing  in  the  World,  that  could 
"lave  the  Government,  that  could  fave  the  Companies, 
*'  that  could  fave  fublick  Credit,  and,  above  All,  the 
««  only  Thing,  that  could  fave  his  deareft  Se/ffrom.  be- 
«4  ing  fwallow'd  up  quick  in  Deilruftion ;  at  Length, 
<{  after  keeping  Him  up  at  a  Meeting,  almoft  all 
"  Night,  by  this  infinite  Importunity,  prevailing  with 
the  great  Perfon  and  the  Bank  to  come  into  the  Mea- 
fure  ;  and  then,  with  the  humbleil  Deference,  re- 
quefting  the  great  Perfon  to  draw  up  the  Agreement ; 
yet  fourteen,  or  fifteen  fears  afterwards,  appearing  on 
the  publick  Stage,  pretending  to  have  picketed  that 
very  Paper,  which  He  prevaii'd  on  the  honourable 
Gentleman  to  draw  ;  producing  this  Aft,  which  He 
forced  the  honourable  Gentleman  into,  as  an  infamous 

AR" Then  come  the  ufual  Flourilhes  of  his 

Pen,  which  it  would  be  endJefs,  as  well  as  naufeous,  to 
repeat.  1  mall  therefore  proceed  to  my  Observations  on 
thiifummary  Paragraph,  which  contains  the  whole  of 
the  Charge,  though  accompany 'd  with  an  infinite  Va- 
riety of  Repetitions,  and  other  courtly  Embellijbments. 

In  the  firft  Place,  Sir,  how  judicioufly  does  Mr. 
Waljingbam  avoid  owning  that  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man was  prefent  at  the  Meeting  of  the  23 d  of  Septem* 
bert  where  the  Contraft  was  concluded,  which  is  pre- 

*  Gazetteer,  Aug.  27,  Col.  3. 

tended 
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tended  to  have  been  pocketed;  and  yet  how  confidently, 
at  the  fame  Time,  does  He  make  every  Thing,  that 
pb'd  in  feveral  Days,  to  have  been  done  only  on  that 
Day  ? 

Secondly,  in  what  a  ridiculous  Figure  does  He  place 
the  'honourable  Gentleman,  through  the  whole  ?  For 
having  let  Him  forth  as  a  great  Perfon,  a  Gharatter  of 
the greatcft  Diftinftion,  and  the  like,  He  dwindles  Him 
down  at  laft  to  the  Idea  of  a  little  Clerk,  with  a  Pen  be- 
hind his  Ear  ;  a  ready  Machine,  to  write  down  any- 
Thin?,  that  fhould  be  dictated  to  Him,  not  only  by  his 
Superiors,  but  even  by  a  f  Man  of  inferior  Employments ; 
for  as  fuch  your  Friend  hath  lately  reprefented  Mr. 
A—ble,  though  He  had  before  veiled  Him  with  fucb 
P'.ccwasto  FORCE  the  honourable  Gentleman  into  a 
Meafure  contrary  to  his  own  Will,  Judgment  and  Con- 

fcience. I  mention  This,    for   the  great  Pcrforis 

Honour,  as  well  as  to  fhew  Mr.  Walfingbams  Con- 
ftftency. 

Thirdly,  Suppofing  there  was  any  Iniquity  in  this 
^ranfacli'an,  as  I  think  cannot  be  any  longer  deny'd  ; 
is  it  any  Justification  of  the  honourable  Gentleman,  to 
fay  that  He  was  duped,or  drawn  into  it  by  Mr.  A — biei 
or  did  He  not  defer ve  fatfiintt  Punifoment,  w-hich  Mr. 
^ — He  hath  fufFer'd,  as  well  as  ieveral  of  the  Southfsa 
Direftors,  who  were  no  more  in  the  Secret  of  Affairs 
than  He  pretends  to  have  been  ? 

But,  laitly,  let  us  come  to  the  Print,  and  fee  whether 
the  Pact  really  is,  as  Mr.  Walfingham  hath  ftated  it. 

Now  This  is  fo  far  from  being  the  Cafe,  that  We 
have  the  following  Relation  of  it  in  the  Political  State* 
for  the  Month  of  September  1720;  which,  is  fb  very 
remarkable,  that  I  will  quote  it  at  large. 

The  Author  ofthofe  Memoirs  (who  by  the  Way,  was 

no  Friend  to  Mr.  A bie)  having  taken  Notice  that 

the  SoutbJ'ea  Direclors  were  di  (appointed  in  fome  Steps, 

f  Gazetteer,  Oft.  the  qtb  Iifiant. 

VOL.  XIV.  N  which 
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which  They  had  taken  for  keeping  up  the  6V<7<vf,  tell5 
us,  "  J  that  the  fame  continuing  finking,  They  were 
*'  obliged  to  haveRecourfe  to  more  effectual  Methods. 
"  Thereupon,  They  made  Tome  fecret  Advances  to- 
"  wards  an  Union  with  the  Eaft-India  Company  ;  but 
"  a  fecret  Committee  of  ihe  fatter,  appointed  to  con- 
"  fider  of  their  Often,  not  having  thought  proper  to  ac- 
*•  ccpt  them,They  were  neceffitated  to  court  the  AffiUance 
**  of  their  Rival,  the  Bank  of  England,  as  the  never- 
**•  failing  Support  of  PUB  LICK  CREDIT.  At  the  ear- 
**  tteft  Dejire,  and  6y  the  vigilant  Jnterpojitioft  of  Mr.  Sf- 
•*  rretary  C — GGS,  feveral  Con  crences  were  held 
"  between  zfefeft  Number  of  Direftors  ofthofe  two  Cor- 
•'  peraticns ;  which  raifed  fo  great  an  Expectation,  that 
"*  on  the  1 2th  of  September,  in  the  Morning,  upon 
"  a  Report  that  They  had  come  to  an  Agreement  for 
"  circulating  fix  Millions  of  the  Soutbfeti  Compares 
"  Banff},  the  Swtbfea  Stock  rofe  immediately  to  670  1. 
«'  but,  in  the  Afternoon,  as  foon  as  that  Report  was 
*'  known  to  be  altogether  groundless,  the  Stcck  fell 
-*'  again  to  580  1.  the  next  Day  to  570  1.  and  fo  gradu- 
"  ally  (on  the  iQth  of  September)  to  400  1.  which  in- 
«•  crc^f.d  the  Murmurings  and  Complaintsof  the  /aft 
«'  Subjcribcn,  and  expofed  feveral  of  the  Southfea  Direc- 
•'  tors  to  publick  Infults. 

"  In  order  to  put  a  Stop  to  this  growing  Evil,  the 
«  South/en  Directors  held  a  Court  on  Monday,  the  I  Qth 
•'  of  this  Month;  wherein  feveral  Propoial.i  were  made  to 
««  give  Satisfaction  to  the  laft  Subjtribers.  At  laft,  it  was 
•'  refolved  to  fummon  a  general  AJJembly  oftbt  Company, 
«'  to  meet  the*next  Day,at  the  uliial  Hace  ;  and  tode- 
^ 

J  Vol.  20.  p.   186. 

*  This  Meeting  is  here  faid  to  be  ontbe  zotb,  as  well 
ts  in  other  Places ;  but  as  You  date  it  on  the  iytb,  I  cbufe 
to  flick  to  That.  Perhaps,  the  Reafon  of  this  different  Ac- 
count might  be,  that  as  the  Conference  iajled  tilt  three 
i Clock  in  the  Morning,  fomePerfons  date  it  oH  the  \yb, 

'  *>:d  'fame  on  the  zotb. 

J  fice 
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"  fire  a  frefh  Conference  with  the  Directors  of  the  Bank 
"  of  England.  The  latter  contented  to  it,  at  the  Defuse 

"  of  the  right  honourable  the  Lord  VifcountT ND, 

"  Prefident  of  the  Council,  Mr.   Secretary   C — GGS, 

*'  and  Mr.  R.  W I,E  ;  and  this  Conference,  which 

"  was  held  at  the  General  P oft -Office,  latted  from  nine 
"  o'Clock  in  the  Evening  till  near  three  the  next  Mor- 
«'  niiig. 

This  Account  is  exactly  confirm'd  by  the  f  Hiflorical 
Regifter,  for  the  fame  Year,  \vhich.are  the  only  regu- 
lar Memoirs  of  thole  Times  yet  extant. 

There  is  not  a  Word,  nor  even  the  leaft  Hinf,  that 
the  honourable  Gentleman  undertook  this  kind  Office 
•with  the  Bank,  at  the  Pmyers,  '  Intrgaties,  and  Impartu- 

/;;.'<Vj  of  Mr.  A BIE,  as  ys;ir  Advocate  afierts ;  bat 

the  whole  is  imputed  to  tbe'Lord  Vi (count  T ND, 

Mr.  Secretary  C — GGS,  and    Mr.  R.  W LE.     It 

de.erves  particular  Notice  that  this  AiTertionof  Mr. 
Waljingkam  mult  be  a  wilful,  premeditated  Fa  I/hood ;  be- 
caufe  it  appears  from  his  Papers,  now  under  Confidera- 
ration,  that  He  had  confuked  the  Political  State,  for  this 
Year,  and  quotes  it  in  fevesal  Places.  This  was  one  of 
.the  Points,  in  which  He  was  confcious  of  being  de- 
tecled,  as  i  faid  before,  and  therefore  began  to  draw 
hick,  as  foon  as  He  faw  the  Storm,  which  He  had 
brew'd  up,  falling  upon  Him.  —  But  to  proceed. 

it  does  not  appear  in  either  of  tbefe  Books,  or  any 
where  elfe,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  that  Mr.  A — bie  was 
ib  much  as  prefentatthe  Meeting  on  the  19  :h,  though, 

both  He  and   the  late  Duke  of  D r-Jbire  are   men- 

tion'd  to  be  there  on  the  23d  ;  and  as  the  Stock-Part  of 
the  Contrail  was  firft  propofed  at  this  Meeting,  though 
not  compleated  till  the  23d,  it.  is  a  farther  Proof  that 
This  was  not  Mr.  A-*-—bi£s  Project,  nor  concluded  ac 
his  Requelh  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  from  le. 
veral  Circurnftances  and  Paffages  in  Print,  that  Mr> 

t  JW.5./.367. 
N  z 
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/: bis  was  not  in  Town  on  the  iQth,  but  was  lent 

'or  up,  at  the  fame  Time  xvith  the  honourable  G.-v/'/V- 

m*n,  by  Mr,  Secretary  C ££;,  who  is  known  to 

have  had  the  chief  DireiYion  of  Affairs,  atfhatTime  j 
and  if  They  both  fet  out  immediately  upon  the  Re- 
Ceipt  of  their  refpecliye  MefTages,  it  was  not  pofliblc 
for  Mr.  A~^ — lie  to  come  out  of  Ybrkjkire  Ib  foon  as 
the  other  couM  out  of  Norfolk.  This  Conjecture  is  very 
much  ftrengthen'd  by  what  Mr.  A — • — ^/Vfays,  in  his 
Jftond  Speech  before  t!>e  Uotife  of  Lords  ;  where,  having 
fpoke  of  Sir  John  Blunfs  Power,  at  that  Time,  He  pro- 
ceeds in  the  following  Manner. 

"  tf  But  this  Glory,  «y  Lords,  did  not  laft  long,  and 
*'  I  wa$  fcarce  got  down  into  the  Country,  when  I  was 
"  call'd  back  by  the  Cries  of  Thole  concern'd  \r\tbisun-_ 
"  kfippy  Company.  I  found  the  Lords  and  Others  in  the 
"  Adminijl ratlin  met,  and  nfing  their  Endeavours  to 
"  fuccour  and  fupport  the  StitA.  The  Bank,  by  their, 
"  Mcdiatien,  was  call'd  into  the  Afliftance  of  the  South- 
"  fea  Company,  and  an  Agreement  was  made  between 
"  the  two.  Companies,  to  which  I  was  rather  a  Witnefs 
"  than  a  Party. 

"  This  gave  fome  Life  to  their  Stock,  and  ftop'd  the 
**-  Mouths  of  the  Redeemsh/es,  who  were  grown  very 
^/clamorous.  I  muft  own  the  juft  Concern  I  had,  at' 
*'  that  Time,  and  fhall  aKvays  retain  for  this  great  'Body 
•*"'if  the  publick  Creators  ;'  and  I  \\'a>  plea  led  to  i<Jc 
"  Them  fo  well  fatisfy'd  with  the  Bargain  the  Eai:J: 
*'  l)ad  made  for  Them,  and  for  Themfeh'es,  upon 
*'  whom  They  pinn'd  their  Faith  fo'  absolutely.  And, 
*'  for  my  Part,  I  (who  was  not  in  the  Secret)  could  not 
"  but  think  it  a  real  andjineere  Bargain  ;  fince  it  was 
"  made  in  fo  folemn  a  Manner,  between  a  Committee 'of 
"  loth  Companies,  in  the  Prefence  of  many  Lords  and 
"  Gentlemen  in  the  Admlnijl ration,  confirm 'd  and  "rati- 
"  fy'd  by  the  Court  ofDireflors  of  each  Compaq,  and  at 

•ft  Pel.  State, vol.  22./.  140. 

"  laft 
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«<  laft  lignify'd  in  Form  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
"  Treafury  by  Sir  John  Cope,  one  of  the  Diieftors  of 
"  the  Bank. 

'*  I  could  not  fufpefl  there  was  any  Intrigue  or  D(- 
"  celt  in  this  "Tranfaftion,  'till  I  few,  from  the  extraor- 
"  dinary  Motions  in  the  Alley,  and  feveral  private  Hints, 
**  that  were  given  out,  what  was  intended.  I  could 
"  not  think  it  poffible  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Bank, 
"  who  had  fuch  great  Intereft  \T\.\hzRedeemab!es  them- 
"  felves,  ihould  drop  ib  many  Thoufands  of  the  unhappy 
"  Proprietors,  who  had  depended  fo  intirely  upon 
"  Them,  and  would  certainly  have  found  their  Way 
*'  out  of  this  curjed  Labyrinth,  if  They  had  not  been 
"  lull'd  aflcep  by  this  fallacious  Agreement. 

"  As  for  Me,  my  Lords,  I  was  thoroughly  fatisfy'd 
"  that  this  Agreement  of  the  Bank  was  a  legal,  and  a 
*'  firm  Bargain  ;  and  I  can't  yet  imagine  with  what 
"  Face  of  Juftice,  or  Equity,  They  could  ever  break 
"  through  it,  without  providing  for  the  Safety  of  their 
'«  Wards  (if  I  may  ufe  that  Expreffion)  the  Proprietors 
"  of  the  redeemable  Delts. 

It  mull  be  obferved  that  this  Speech  was  not  only  made 
tt  a  Time,  when  thefe  Tranfaftions  were  frefh  in  every 

Body's  Memory,  but  in  the  Prefence  of  Lord  T ND, 

and  I  believe  his  late  Grace  of  D SHIRE,  who  were 

particular  Witnefles  of  them.  From  whence,  I  think, 
it  may  be  concluded,  without  any  Partiality  to  Mr. 

A .bie,  that  He  was  clear,  at  leaft,  in  this  Refpefl  ; 

fince  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fuppoTe  that  a  Gentleman,  in 
his  Circumftances,  would  have  been  fo  very  particular 
upon  this  Paintt  if  He  had  been  confcious  of  any  crimi- 
nal Concern  in  it,  and  could  have  been  foeafily  detec- 
ted j  nor,  indeed,  was  the  Truth  of  this  Fafl  ever  conr 
tradufted,  or  calld  in  Quettion,  till  Mr.  Walfinghanj. 
found  it  neceffary  for  the  Vindication  of  his  honourable 

PatroK. 

Nay,  the  Abufe,  which  hath  conftantly  fcllow'd  Mr. 

d -tie,  upon  every  Mention  ot'tke  Baak-Con.t! :a8  i» 

N  3  the- 
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the  Craftfman,  or  any  Pamphlet,  feems  to  arife  from  his 
having,  in  his  own  Defence,  firft  pointed  out  the  Ini- 
quity of  that  Tranfaftion,Ar\A.  to  Whom  the  Misfortunes 
of  fo  many  thoufand  Families  are  intirely  owing ;  or,  to 
ufe  your  own  decent  Phrafe,  who  was  the  BITER,  in 
this  Cafe. 

I  believe  I  might  fafely  reft  the  Point  here,  and  leave 
the  World  to  decide  upon  it  ;  but  that  nothing  may  be 
wanting  to  immortalize  your  Name  amongft  the  boldefl 
A/erters,  as  well  as  to  fatisfy  the  Publick,  I  will  now 
give  Them  an  Account  of  what  really  pafs'd  at  tkefe 
Meetings,  as  I  have  been  inform'd  by  Tbofe,  who  were 
prefent  at  them  ;  for  I  muft  acquaint  Mr.  Waljingham 
that  I  have  had  this  Satisfaction,  as  well  as  Himfelf, 
though  not  from  Mr.  A bie. 

1  am-told  then  that,  on  the  ipth  of  September,  Mr. 
Secretary  C — ccs  acquainted  the  Southfea  Directors 
that  Mr.  W — LE,  who  knew  Money- Affairs  better  than 
any  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  was  of  Opinion  thattheir 
Propofal  to  the  Bank,  on  the  1 6th,  for  circulating  their 
Bonds,  was  an  idle  Scheme,  and  would  do  nothing  ;  but 
that  Mr.  W — LE  had  a  Projett  to  propoie  to  Them, 
which  would  anfwer  the  Purpofe.  Accordingly,  as 

foon  as  Mr.  W LE  came,  He  propofed  that  the  Bank 

Ihould  lubfcribe  their  3,700,000  /.  into  the  Scutbfea 
Stock,  at  a  Price  to  be  agreed  on ;  and  faid  it  was  a  Pro- 
pofal, which  He  had  made  to  Sir  J — N  B — T.  feveral 
Months  before.  He  then  apply'd  Himfelf  particularly 
to  oxe  of  the  Direftors,  and  ask'd  Him  if  B — T  had  not 
acquainted  the  Direftors  with  it.  Upon  his  replying 
that  He  kne-.v  nothing  of  it,  ihe  honourable  Gentleman 
dubb'd  Sir  J — N  B — T  a  Villain,  with  hisufual  Polite- 
nefs.  I  am  farther  told,  that  there  was  not  a  fingle  Word 
pafs'J  about  Who  fhou'dtake  the  Pen ;  but  thac  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  tooick  of  his  own  Accord,  as  being  belt 
capable  to  write  down  his  own  Propofal ;  and  that  Mr. 
A — bie  was  fo  fir  from  begging,  prayhig,  importuning, 
end  wearing  Him.  till  5  or  4  in  the  Morning,  at  any 

Meeting 
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Meeting,  that  He  was  very  remarkably  filent,  upon  the 
Occafion,  and  appear'd  to  be,  as  He  fays  in  his  Speech, 
rather  a  Witnefs  than  a  Party.  :  * 

This  is  a  iliortand  true  State  of  the  Fatf,-*s  I  have 
been  informed,  and  fuch  an  one  as  none  of  the  Gentlemen 
prefent  can  deny,  except  the  honourable  'Perfon  himfelf, 
if  even  He  fhoiald  think  fit  to  perfift  in  it. 

This  Letter  is  already  fwell'd  to  a  great  Length,  or 
elfe  You  fhould  be  troubled  with  the  Minutes  of  the 
Soutbfea  Company,  that  were  deliver' d  into  Parliament, 
upon  this  memorable  Bargain  ;  and  the  very  reading  of 
them  alone  will  be  fufHcier.t  to  /hew  your  righteous  De~ 
-Jtgas,  as  well  as  the  Bank's,  from  the  Beginning  to  the 
End  of  the  Affair.  They  were  publifli'd,  in  die  Year 
1722,  in  a  *  Pamphlet  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  fome 
of  the  Soutbfea  Directors,  and  reprinted  in  1732.  You 
will  there  find  the  following  Article,  viz. 
Friday  23.  Sept.  1720. 

At  a  Meeting  of  a  Committee  of  tbc  Bank  of  England, 
and  a  Committee  of  the  Directors  of  the  Southfea 
Company. 

*The  following  Paper  was  drawn  by  "Mr.  W LE, 

ts  the  Minutes,  or  Agreement,  of  this  Meeting  between 
the  two  Companies,  viz.  —  Then  follows  the  true  Bank- 
Contra  ft,  with  all  the  Blanks  fill'd  up. 

In  another  Paper,  publifh'd  about  the  fame  Time, 
intitled, 

f  An  Abftratt  of  the  Rife  and  Progress  of  tbe  prefent 
Agreement  between  /£<?  Southfea  Company  *»<//£* -Bank, 
You  will  find  thefe  two  remarkable  Paragraphs;  viz. 

N.  B.  Both  thefe  Agreements,  That  of  the  zoth  and 

2  ->jd  sf  September,  were  drawn  up  by  Mr.  R.  W V 

tii'-n  Hand. 

*  htitlid  a  true  State  of  the  Southfea  Scheme,  &c. 
prii: ted  far  }.  Peele  in  Amen  Corner,  p.  59.  It  may  be 
likezvife  feen  in  tbe  Pol.  State,  Vol.  24.  p.  246. 

•{•  Pol.  State,  vol.  2^. p.  593. 

N.B. 
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N.  B.  Between  the  fir  ft  treating  with  the  Bank  a- 
bout  the  Circulation,  and  the  [aid  zotb  of  September, 
when  They  agreed  to  undertake  it,  fever  at  eminent  Gold' 
fmitbs  bad  flop  d,  which  taufed  fo  great  a  Ran  on  the 
Bank,  that  it  is  generally  thought  the  Bank  muft  have 
Jiofd,  had  it  not  been  fcr  the  Subfcription  They  took  for 
the  Circulation. 

I  mention  thefe  Particulars,  in  order  to  (hew  how  ri- 
diculous a  Pretence  it  is,  that  This  if  only  a  Difpute  be- 
tween TWO  PAMPHLETS  ;  or  that fuch  a  Mi/lake  could 
be  qccafion'd  by  the  honourable  Gentleman's  Want  of 
Memory,  even  amid  ft  \\xigreateft  Multiplicity  of  Affairs, 
when  it  hath  been  fo  often  refrefli'd  in  Print.  This, 
Sir,  will  appear  ftill  more  incredible,  if  it  fhould  be 
true,  as  I  have  formerly  hinted  and  been  inform'd,  that 
He  not  only  drew  up  the  original  Draught,  which  is 
ftill  fubfifting  in  his  own  Hand-writing,  but  likewife 
made  two  fair  Copies  from  it,  one  for  the  Bank,  and 
the  other  for  the  Soutbfea  Company,  which  hath  never 
yet  been  contradicted.  Nay,  it  is  evident  that  You  had 
this  fecond  Contra  ft  lying  before  You,  whilft  You  was 
writing  the  Confederations,  by  quoting  the  J  Subjiance 
of  it,  though  You  are  pleaied  to  call  it  only  a  Propojal; 
and,  what  is  moft  furprizing  of  all,  your  Friend  Mr. 
Walfingham  pretends  to  be  much  better  acquainted  with 
the  Trania&ions  at  this  Meeting  than  the  hunaurable 
Gentleman,  who  was  prefent  at  it  j  for  He  gives  us  an 
Account  of  every  pa  rticular  Circumftance  of  that  Affair, 
and  even  the  private  Converfaiion  of  the  Night  ;  how 
Mr.  A — bie  prevail'd  upon  Him  to  draw  this  unlucky 
Paper,  which  was  afterwards  pockete d,  by  fuch  Expos- 
tulations as  thefe  ;  \for  Gcfs  Sake  kelp  us  !  — Wejhall 
be  undone!  —We  /ball  be  torn  in  Pieces,  if  Ten  don't 
help  us  ! 


_    L  p.  89. 
Gazetteer,  Aug,  27,  Col  3. 

As 
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As  to  the  Words  in  the  Preamble  of  the  AJ,    which 
is  made  the  Foundation  of  all  the  Scurrility  upoM  Mr, 

A b';e,  \  cannot  help  obfervihg  that  the  honour  able 

Gentleman  himfelf  not  only  fpoke  for  omitting  tbofe 
Words,  as  too  fevere,  but  even  againft  including  Mr. 
A — bie  in  the  fame  Bill  with  the  Soutbfea  Directors, 
His  Reafons  were,  as  I  find  them  in  the  Political  State, 
"  *  f  that  it  would  feem  hard  to  put  a  Perfon  of  Mr.- 
"  A — tie's  Eminence  and  Diftinftion  on  the  fame  Level 
"  with  the  Director's  ;  arxl  thztfutb  a  Precedent  might 
"'  be  of  a  DANGEROUS  CONSEQUENCE" — It  is  poffi- 
ble,  indeed,  that 'the  honour ab le  Gentleman  might  play ; 
a  double  Part,  and  fecretly  iriftruft  his  Creatures  to 

vore  againft  Mr.  A ble,  whilft  He  was  affecting  an 

Air  of  Moderation  himfelf.     If  This  was  the  Cafe,  Mr. 

A bie  is  ftill  farther   juftify'd   in   pointing   out  the 

Perfon,  to  whom  the  moft  iniquitous  'TranjacJion  of  the 
whole  Tear  was  really  owing. 

'Bat  however  That  may  be,  I  think  the  honourable 
Gentleman  ought  to  be  the  hft  Perfon  in  the  World, 
thatfiiould  be  pleaied  with  this  Parliament  Jry  Cenfure  ; 
and,  indeed,  the  Act  itfelf  hath  never  been  named  in 
Parliament,  as  a  Precedent,  but  He  hath  faid  that  it 
was  a  Precedent  not  to  be  follow1  d ;  that  it  was  a  Prece- 
dent not  to  be  mentioned ;  that  it  was  a  Precedent,  which 
ought  to  be  forgot ;  and  that  it  was  a  Precedent,  fub- 
mitted  to  from  the  Rage  of  the  Times.  But  after  having 
acknowledged  all  This,  can  He  cxpeft  that  the  Rage  of 
the  Tim?i  will  be  allow'd  as  a  Proof  of  his  own  Innocence, 
when  He  was  expell'd  and  committed  for  CORRUPTI- 
ON ;  fince  He  will  no  longer  admit  it  to  be  a  Plea  for 

any  Body    elfe  /*     What    was    Mr.   A- bie    ever 

charged  with  in  the  Soutbfea  Affair,  of  which  He  was 
not,  at  lead,  equally  guilty  ;  not  only  then,  butalmoft 
ever  fince  ?  His  Crime,  in  fhort,  was,  that  He  was  a 
MINISTER  OF  STATE,  and  dealt  in  STOCKS,  for  his 

;v*f  Voly  zi. p.  441.  See  alfo  VoL  22, p.  48. 
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which  is  declared  being  guilty  of  the  tnoft 
dangerous  and  moft  infamous  Corruptions.  But  what 
was  the  honourable  Gentleman,  at  the  Time  of  making 
the  Bargain  for  the  ASSURANCE  COMPANIES  ;  at  the 
Time  of  making  the  BANK-CONTRACT  ;  and  what 
hath  He  been  at  trie  Time  of  every  JOBS  fince  ? 

Mr.  Waljlnghanfs  Comment  on  tbis  Preamble,  in 
the  Adverttj'e-rr.er.t  tack'd  to  his  Libels3  is  ftill  more  jani- 
cious ;  -particularly  where  He  puts  Us  in  Mind  of  a 
PerjM,  "  who  continues  to  inHilt  a  plundered  Nation, 
"  by  erecting  Palaces,  and  ex  tending.  Parks,  with 
"  a  Profufioa  of  Expsnce  manifeffing  molt  prodi- 

"-  gious  Rapine," Is  not  This  calling  upon  Man- 

kind  to  examine  and  judge  his  honourable  Patron  by  the 
fame  Rules  of  Evidence,  by  which  He  judges  Others  ? 
Will  They  not  remember  his  Circumftance*,  when  this 
Family  came  firft  to  the  Crown  ?  Will  They  not  com- 
pute that  all  He  hath  received  in  Salaries  will  not  a- 
mount  to  70,000  /?  Will  They  not  reflect  on  the  Man- 
ner He  hath  lived  in  all  this  Time,  whilft  the  Nation 
bath  been  groaning  under  burtbenfome  Taxes  ?  Not- 
wjthlkndirg  This,  when  They  come  to  confider  the 
Greatnefs  of  his  Eftate  ;  his  immenfe  Wealth  ;  the  Va- 
nity of  his  Pleafures  ;  and  laftly  when  They  fee  Him 
laying  out  at  one  Place,  to  the  Value  of  above  Six-penee 
in  the  Pwndufon  all  the  Lands  in  England  ;  when  all 
This,  I  fay,  is  confider'd,  let  the  World  judge  Who  it 
is,  that  fontimtes  to  infitlt  a  plunder'd  Nation,  by  e- 
refiing  Palaces,  and  extending  Parks,  with  a  Profufion 
ifExpence manifefting  MOST  PRODIGIOUS  RAPINE. 

7i  be  continued  in  our  next. 


SATURDAY 


. 
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The  Sufyft  of  the  BANK-CONTRACT  (ontinited. 

To  a  CERTAIN  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  GENTLEMAN. 

S  I  R, 

\  E  have  now  feen  not  only  Who  drew  this 
Ccntraft,  but  likewife  who  prtjefted  it. 
and  with  what  Views  too  ;  which  I 
mention  for  the  Satisfaction  of  one  of 
your  Advocates,  who  told  us,  "  *  All, 
"  that  is  material  to  be  confider'd,  i?, 
*'  who  was  the  Author  of '  fuch  Propofals,  and  not  who 
"  fet  them  down  In  Writing  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  who 
«'  projected  the  "Bank-Contra^,  not  who  drew  it ;  for  if 
"  there  was  any  Thing  iniquitous  in  that  Bargain, 
"  the  farmer  are  anfwerable  for  it,  and  not  the  latter. 
But,  perhaps,  You  may  be  now  glad  to  change  the 
Sttfyfi,  and  come  to  the  Diffolittiov,  or  Compofition  of 
this  Contrafi,  (  call  it  which  You  pleafe  )  by  the  Re- 
vival of  the  TWO  MILLIONS,  which  had  been  an- 
nihilated, in  Favour  of  the  Publick,  and  remitting 
them  to  the  Southfea  Company. 

Here  Mr.  Walfingbam  endeavours  to  help  You  at 
Another  dead  Lift,  and  difplays  all  his  ufual  Talents  at 
Controverfy  ;  but  I  am  afraid  this  Part  of  it  will  not 
turn  out  any  more  for  your  Honour,  or  Intereft,  than 
the  other. 

This 

*  Gazetteer,  July  the  yth. 
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;  mi  Incomparable  Writer,  having  obferved  that 'the 
'"Bank  Contratt  had  no  Effeft  in  keeping  up  the  Price  of 
S'>tr!'-ea  Stack,  and  that  it  could  not  be  put  in  Execu- 
tion, without  drawing  abfolute"  Ruin  on  the  Bank. 
(which  is  far  from,  being  a  true  State  of  the  Cafe ) 
gives  us  the  following  Affertion,  viz.  • 

«  -f  It  is  not  even  pretended  that  Sir  R.  W. 

«  \va=  once  SEEN  in  any  Part  of  the  Tranfadion,  af- 
ter the    Central    was  made.     The   Soutbjea  Com- 
*ar«  applv'd  Themlelvcs  whollv,  from  this   Time, 
tatheX?%  iftkeTreafary,  in  which  Commiffion 
tb"t  honourable  Gentleman  was  not  inferted  till  marty 
"'Months  after  the  Ccnirafi  was  concluded. 
: .   If  by  the  Word,   s  E  E  N,   is  only  meant  that  _the  bo- 
wable  Gentle*,*  did  not  appear  pubMy  in   ths 
M-'T    after  the  Contract  was  made,  I  fhall  not  difpute 
flout  it ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  ttis  Savinr  of  t^ 
Katton   d!:-appear'd   at  once,    as  fccn  as   h^  P;; 
.^.^ccompWd,  and  left  the  R.ms  of  ^  ft 
1  upon  Thofe,  who  had  F..;th  enough  to  in 
k  •'  nor  did  We  hear  of  Him  any  more  for  fome 
but  by  his  fcandabus  Triumph  at  a  *  certaitf,  p*m* 
Phul  upon  this  Erphlt,  which,  in   the  Language  _of 
t/,'«tr/«e,  is  call'd  the^?^;/:  I  wij -not  lay  what 
eact  Initrudions  He   left  with   his    Fr;,.W,    */ /£f 
BANK,  to  break  through^    C:;:-^/?;,  but  from  t 
Minute  -He  was    not  y?^,  it   was  c^  M   ail 
World  what  was   intended.     Nor  docs  jt  avail  to  fay 
that  He  was  not  then -in  the  Tn^/rfj  fince  it  is  well 
known   that  He  had  ^r^/»V  for  it,  and   had  even 
then  virtually  the  Power.     Nay,    it  cannot  be  forgot 
that  He  affumcd  the  Air  ard  Language  ^frflUi- 
nlfter  feveral  Months  before  He   took  ?ofiefl:on   cf  hu 
Office  ^^^,  which  wa=  on  the  i  it  of  A^rU,  1721  ; 
and  the  Scutbfca  Compaq  did  rot  give   up  t. 
traft  till  the  22d  of  JffW  T  722;  That  is,  Mkrflur- 

teen 
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teen  Months  after  the  bonoura&lf  Gentleman  was  efta- 
blifh'd  in/a//  Pswer.  Befuies,  though  the  South fca 
Company  might  apply  to  the  Lords  of  tbe  Treafury ; 
to  fTbom  did  the  £*»*  apply  ?  Will  Mr.  Walfingbam 
pretend  to  lay  that  the  honourable  Gentreman  did  not 
privately  encourage  and  fupport  Them  in  their  Refu- 
fal  to  comply  with  their  Contraft ;  or  that  it  was  not  ac 
laft  diflblved  by  bis  Means? 

Here  therefore  is  another  Prevarication,  if  not  a  Fal£ 
hood  ;  but,  in  order  to  fliift  the  Compojttion  intirely  off 
from  his  Patron,  He  fpares  no  Pains  to  fix  it  on  Some- 

My  elfe\  and  having  met  with  Mr.  P -Y'S  Name 

in  the  Debates  of  thofe  Times,  He  lays  hold  of  it  im- 
mediately, and  prefles  it  into  his  Service,  without  any- 
farther  Trouble  than  quoting  his  Words  partially,  and 
perverting  them  to  a  Meaning  directly  contrary  to  what 
they  evidently  bear.  I  will  give  the  Reader  a  nota- 
ble Sample  or  two  of  Mr.  Waljinghavts  Proficiency  in 
this  Kind  of  Logick. 

The  modejl  Ej'quire  builds  this  Part  of  his  Argument 
on  feveral  unconnected  Scraps  of  different  Speeches  of 
Mr.  P— y,  at  a  general  Court  of  the  Soutbfea  Com- 
pany, on  "the  1 9th  of  January  1721-2;  where  the 
Bank-Contrafi  being  call'd  for,  and  read,  "  J  Mr. 
"  Ward  axofe  and,  with  great  Warmth,  exclaim'd  that 
"  it  was  impoflible  that  Paper  mould  contain  all,  that 
"  had.  pafs'd  in  an  Affair  of  fo  much  Confequenctt 
"  which  had  been  traniafled  with  fuch  Solemnity,  fetch 
*«  Unanimity,  fucb  Exchanges  of  Refolutions  on  both 
'«  Sides  j  an  Account  of  which  He  declared,  in  the 
"  Prefence  of  the  whole  Court,  that  He  himielf  had 
«'  feen  with  his  own  Eyes ;  and  therefore  He  expected 
««  that  the  compleat  State  of  the  Cafe  fhould  have 
**  been  laid  before  this  AfTembly,  that  Gentlemen  might 
"  form  a  Judgment  upon  the  Matter,  and  know  per- 
«•  feftly  ho\v  the  Cafe  ftands. 

%  Pol.   Stat;y  vol.  23.  /,  62. 
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"  Mr.  P y  here  addrefs'd  Himfelf  to  the  Chair, 

"  and  faid,  that  if  there  \vereno  more  Minutes,- •& 
««  Memorial,  of  that  Tranfafiion  than  what  had  been 
«'  now  read,  it  was  fufficknt ;  and,  A£W/  ;'/  KW  a 
"  BETTER  BARGAIN  than  many  Gentlemen  had  beeh 
"  undone  by" — Then  Mr.  Waljingbam  breaks  off  very 
abruptly,  and  makes  the  following  Comment. 

«'  [|  Here  We  find  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf 
««  an  Advocate  for  the  Bank-ContraS,  notwithftand- 
*«  ing  the  fhamelefs  Licence  oSTbofe,  who  have  call 'd 
*«  it  a  tuorfe  Scheme  than  the  Swtbjca,  which  He  a£ 
«'  firms  to _be  falfe,  in  exprefs  Terms. 

But  This,  I  fay,  is  diredly  contrary  to  the  natural 
Senfe  of  that  Gentleman* s  Words ;  for  it  mufl  be  ob- 
vious to  every  Reader,  at  firft  Sight,  that,  by  a  BET- 
TER BARGAIN,  He  did  not  mean  a  rfore  boneft,  or 
advantageous  Bargain,  as  your  Friend  explains  it  in 
twenty  Places,  but  a  more  valid  and  obligatory  me. 
Can  it  therefore  be  faid,  with  any  Colour  of  Truth, 
that  He  was  an  Advocate*  or  Aftlogift  for  tbe  Bmk- 
Centrafi,  in  Mr.  Wa/fingbam's  Senfe ;  or  that  there  is 
any  Contradiction  between  Him  and  Tbofc,  who  have 
aflerted  the  Validity  of  it,  as  a  Central,  and  yet  calFd 
it  a  worfe  Scheme  than  the  Soutbfea,  confidering  wirh 
yabat  Views  it  was  made,  and  by  what  Methods  it 
was  eluded  ?  But  to  fet  your  Advocate's  great  Dexte- 
rity at  Quotation  in  a  yet  ftronger  Light,  give  me 
Leave  to  produce  Mr.  P — —  /s  Words  immediately 
following.  He  adds, 

"  That,  upon  a  View  of  the  Paper,  He  knew  tbe 
"  HAND  very  well,  in  which  it  was  written;  and 
*'  that  He  was  fure  there  could  be  no  Diipute  but 
"  that  it  was  a  very  VALID  CONTRACT. 

For  God's  Sake,  why  are   thefe  remarkable  Wcrch 
omitted  ?    Did  it  proceed  from   a   Conicioufnefs  that 
they  would  confirm,  or  corroborate,   what  I  have  al- 
ready 
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ready  mention'd  more  than  once,  that  the  honourable 
Per  ion  not  only  drew  the  original  Draught  of  tins  Con- 
tract, but  like  wife  made  two  fair  Copies  from  it  ?  Can't 
You  give  a  Guefs,  Sir,  WHOSE  HAND  it  was,  that 

Mr.? y  happen' d  to  know  fa  well ;    and   what  is 

become  of  the  Paper,  which  was  then  produced  at  a. 
general  Court  of  the  Soutbfca  Company,  as  well  as  the 
Counter-Part  of  it,  delivered  to  the  Batik  ?  I  wifh.  the 
honourable  Gentleman  would  be  plea  fed  to  rub  up  his 
Memory  a  little,  and  recoiled  whether  they  did  not 
fall  into  his  own  Hands  again,  by  fome  Accident^-  or 
other  ;  for  I  will  not  fuppofe^that  He  made  Uie  of 
any  Artifce,  or  Power  to  get  them — Was  not  your 
Advocate  likewife  aware  from  thif  Paffage,  which  He 
hath  fupprefs'd,  that  Mr.  P /s  Kxpreflion,  a  bet- 
ter Bargain,  could  not  poflibly  mean  any  Thing  more 
than  a  valid  Bargain,  as  tie  there  explains  Himfdf 
but  four  Lines  after,  as  well  as  in  another  Place,  where 
He  fays,  *  "  That  as  to  the  Contract  it  was  certainly 
<(  binding?  "—  Indeed,  Sir,  fuch  graft  Prevarication, 
to  give  it  the  fofteit  Name,  can  never  do  You,  oiyeur 
Caufe,  any  Good. 

Tour  Advocate  then   proceeds  to  fome    other   Parts 

of  Mr.    P -/s    Speeches,    on  the   fame  Occafion ; 

particularly  what  He  laid  for  giving  the  Directors  a 
Power  to  treat  with  the  Bank,  but  to  conclude  no- 
thing ;  recommending  Them  to  the  Confidence  cf  the 
Proprietors,  as,  well  as  Temper  and  Calmnefs  to  the 
latter,  in  their  Proceedings.  But  He  carefully  avoids 
quoting  any  PafTagein  that  Gentleman's  Speeches,  which, 
fliews  that  He  did  not  come  to  the  general  Court  with 
any  clandeftine  Views,  or  Derigns  of  ferving  the 
Bank,  as  He  aflerts,  but  only  to  obtain  the  belt  Terms 
He  could  for  the  Southfea  Company,  in  which  He  was 
very  largely  embark'd  Himfelf.  Yet  This  appears  as 
plain  as  the  Sun,  iii  feveral  Places ;  where  He  puts 
O  2  Them 
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Them  in  mind,  that  Tbty  bad  it  in  their  Ptwer  t» 
kelp  Themfflves,  without  any  foreign  Aid  ;  and  gives 
Them  an  Hint  that  They  had  ftill  better  Credit  than 
the  Bank,  whom  He  ftyles  their  Competitors,  and  their 
Enemies.  "  He  obferved,  in  particular,  that  if  the 
"  Bank  took  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  rhe  Company's 
"  Stotk,  (ivbuh  was  the  Point  then  in  Agitation)  They 
"  muft  difpofeof  it  by  Subfcrrpt'on  j  and,  in  this  Ca!e, 
"  They  would  run  away  with  the  chief  Profit  of  the 
"  Difpofal  offaeb  Steck  ;  and  He  demanded  the  Rea- 
"  fon  why  "a  Stibfcription  for  Sovtkfea  Stock  could  not 
"  be  as  well  tak<n  in  at  the  Soxthfea  Houfe,  as  at  the 
««  Bank  ?  —  Again,  if  This  be  lefs  feafible,  what  do 
"  You  think,  Gentlemen,  of  a  Loiteiy?  Do  You  think, 
"  faid  He,  that  You  could  not  difpoie  of  a  Proportion 
"  Ofjtur  Annuity,  by  way  of  Lottery,  at  a  «#r£  ^/~ 
"  ter  Price  than  the  £^»^  will  give  You  .'  Indeed, 
"  You  cannot  do  This,  in  the  prefent  Situation ;  but 
"  do  You  think  the  Government  would  not  give  You 
•«  Leave?  They  gave  Power  to  the  York-Building; 
*•  Company',  and  can  any  Body  believe  then  that 
"  They  would  deny  it  to  You  ?  I  only  hint  at  theie 
•'  Things  by  the  Way,  added  He,  to  point  out  feme 
•'  Resource?,  that  our  Enemies  may  not  think  us  deili- 
"  tute  tfimoard  force,  in  Cafe  We  cannot  bring  Them 
"  to  Reafon." — And  tho'  He  moved  for  empftoerisg 
the  Direclors  to  treat,  it  was  only  to  fee  what  Terms 
They  would  be  able  to  procure  for  the  Company,  and 
under  this  repeated  Reftriflion,  "  that  nothing  cou'd 
"  be  finally  concluded  by  Them  ;  for  \iCTe,faid  He,  in 
"  this  Place,  in  a  general  Court,  is  the  ultimate  De- 
"  iifim. 

is  this  the  Language  of  an  Advctate  for  the  Btntk, 
or  an  Injhument  of  the  honourable  Gentleman,  who  was 
known  to  be  their  Confederate?  If  it  is,  wh,y  .did  not 
Mr.  Walfingbam  quote  it  fairry,  without  picking  out 
here  and  there  a  Sentence,  and  omitting  every  Line, 
that  explains  the  true  Meaning?  But  if  it  is  poflible 

that 


* "  '       ,         '     '  .  ', 

that  any  Doubt  'mould  ftill  remain,  it  will  be  clear'd 
up,  beyond  all  :Difpute,  by  the  'Civdufan  of  tins  very 
Speech,  which  He  hath  likevvife  ftified,  with  a  moil 
apparent  Defign  of  impqfing  on  the  Publiclc. 

"  You  have  heard,  fays  Mr.  P-~y,  that  your  />/- 
1*  reflors  have  laid  the  Contrail  of  the  Bank  before 
"  Council,  for  their  Opinion  ;  and  I  believe,  We  have 
great  Advantages  over  Them,  upon  that  Head  j'^/ 
if  this  Sale  of  Part  of  our  Annuity  to  the  Bank  be 
PHY  SICK,  that-  We  MVST  take,  pray  let  us  have  it 
prepared,  and  jitted  to  our  Palates,  at  haft ;  and 
'  ft nee  We  MusT./m?/ tvitt/  our  Enemie.%  ( I  am  a- 
1  frard  We  have  too  tnucb  Reafcn  to  call  Them  fo) 
'•  why  let  us  do  it  SWORD  IN  HAND. 

The  latter  Part  of  this  Speech  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing look'd  upon,  at  that  Time,  as  the  Words  of  an  Ad- 
vocate for  the  Bank,  that  it  was  particularly  relented 
in  their  next  *  General  Court,  on  the  zgth  of  Janu- 
ary following,  by  One,  who  very  unaccountably  took 
it  in  a  literal  Senfe ;  and  it  is  plain  that  Mr.  Walfing- 
bam  was  confcious  of  it  Himfelf,  by  leaving  it  out  of 
his  Quotation.  This  isjuft  like  the  Piaftice  of  a  little, 
tnavijb  Attorney,  who  endeavours  to  carry  his  Point 
by  a  filfe  State  of  the  Cafe  ;  but,  inftead  of  doing  his 
Caufe  any  Service,  when  ir  comes  to  be  examined  be- 
fore impartial  Judges,  it  commonly  ruins  his  Client,  as 
well  as  expofes  Hitnfelf  to  the  Indignation  of  the  Court, 
It  would  therefore  be  impertinent  to  purfue  this  Point 
any  farther,  after  fuch  a  ihamelefs  Mifreprefetitation 
of  it  ;  but  Whoever  will  give  Themfelves  the  Trou- 
ble of  reviewing  the  Travfafiions  oftbofe  Times,  will  find. 

that  Mr.  P  • -y  had  no   farther   Concern  in   them, 

than  as  a.  very  great  Sufferer',  and,  as  Such,  nobody 
could  -aft  a  more  candid,  temperate,  and  honourable 
Part.  When  theDiftrefs  firft  came  upon  the  Company, 
He  told  Them,  in  a  general  Court,  "  f  that  He  was 
O  3  "  as 
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as  much  concerned  in  the  Company  as  moft  People  ; 

but  that,  notwithftanding  this  general  tend  terriblt 
'«  Alarm,  He  had  not  difpofed  of  any  Part  of  his  Stock  ; 
•*  for  He  jhould  think  it  a  Scandal  to  be  rieb,  if  tbe 
•«  Nation  were  ruined."  —  He  was  for  giving  the  Di- 
reffors  a  Power  to  treat  with  the  Bank  ,  at  that  Time, 
for  the  Support  of  pttblick  Credit  ;  but  had  no  Hand  in 
thefecret  Negotiation  of  tbe  Bargain  between  Them  ; 
and  when  it  came  into  Debate,  above  a  Year  after- 
ward?, He  afferted  the  Validity  of  it,  as  a  Contract  ; 
but  was  for  compounding  it  upon  moderate  Terms  ;  and, 
indeed,  it  would  have  been  unreafonable  to  infift  upon 
a  rigorous  Execution  of  it,  at  that  Time,  when  the  South' 
fen  Proprietors  themfelves  had  received  fnch  confidera- 
ble  Relief  from  Parliament.  Nay,  it  was  thought  the 
wifeft  Way  at  that  Time,  even  in  private  Contracli,  to 
compound  Matters  rather  than  drive  People  to  Extremi- 
ties. For  thisReafon,  Mr.  P—y  might  think  it  advifea- 
ble  to  give  the  Directors  a  Power  to  treat  with  the 
Bank,  and  fee  what  Terms  They  would  offer  ;  for  here 
it  <mufl  be  obferved  that  the  Remijfion  of  tbe  two  Mil- 
lions was  not  the  Compofttion,  which  He  propofed,  33 
Mr.  Walfingbam  mfinuates,  but  feme  Confederation,  or 
Satiffafiion,  from  the  Bank  itfelf.  At  the  fame  Time, 
He  recommended  Temper,  in  their  Debates,  as  the 
moft  effectual  Way  of  fucceeding,  and  dehorted  Them 
from  any  Reflexions  on  the  Government,  or  the  Mini- 
fieri,  though  He  had  no  Place  himfelf  ;  and  ifappcars, 
by  fevcral  Pafiages  of  :hore  Times,  that  He  was  not 
Upon  good  Terms  with  the  honour  able  Gentleman,  who 
was  then,  as  Mr.  Walfingbam  informs  us,  in  tbe  SAME 
HIGH  RANK  end  PLENITUDE  OF  POWER  as  He 
is  at  prefent.  —  I  cannot  help  obferving,  by  the  Way, 
what  a  ftnrnge,  inconiiftent,  unreafonable  Cieaturethis 
feme  Mr.  Walfingkiim  \z.  He  hath  taken  a  Delight, 
for  feveral  Years  paft,  in  fettirg  this  Gentleman  forth 
as  a  revengeful,  bkody-minded  Perfon,  a  Promoter  of 
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violent  Me  afar es,  and  a  Vwer  ofDeJtrufiion.  But  now 
He  is  charged  with  recommending  Temper,  and  en- 
deavouring to  discountenance  any  Reflections  upsn  the 
ConJucJ  vfMinifters  in  an  AJfimbfy,  where  fab  Matter i 
do  not  properly  fall  under  Confideration  ;  nay,  This 
too  in  Favour  o£tt|££«t«rf»Wr  Gentleman,  with  whom 
He  did  not  then  generally  concur. — How  is  it  poffi- 
ble  to  pkzfefucb  a  wafpijb,  contradiftory,  little  Animal* 

As  to  the  Remiflion  of  the  two  Millions,  it  muft   be 

confefs'd  that  Mr.  P -y  was  for  ir,  when  it  came 

into  Parliament ;  but  This  being  a  Point,  in  which 
the  Opinions  of  Mankind  were  very  much  divided  at 
that  Time,  and  not  generally  underftood  at  prefent,  I 
will  endeavour  to  give  the  Reader  a  true  State  of  it. 

In  the  fir  ft  Place,  it' muft  be  remember'd  that  the 
whole  Sum  offeven  Millions,  which  the  Southfea  Com- 
pany contracted  to  give  the  Publick,  for  the  Execution 
of  their  Scheme,  was  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  Pro- 
Jit  of  the  advanced  Price  upon  their  Stock ;  which  not 
only  anfwer'd  their  Eype&ation,  but  rofe  to  fuch  an 
immoderate  Height,  by  the  Infatuation  of  thofe  Times, 
and  thereby  involved  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Nation 
in  fuch  terrible  Diftrefs,  that  They  found  it  neceffary 
to  reduce  the  **  ^d  and  \th  Subfertptions,  which  were 
taken  in  at  1000  1.  per  Cent,  to  400  /.  and  to  give 
the  Annuitants  proportionable  Relief.  The  *f  Parlia- 
ment afterwards  thought  fit  to  interpofe,  and  refume 
the  Advantages,  which  They  had  before  given  Them 
in  the  Southjea  Aft,  by  dividing  the  Capital  Stock, 
belonging  to  the  Company  in  tkeir  otva  Right,  and  dif- 
charging  all  the  Loam,  upon  pledged  Stock,  at  10  /. 
per  Cent,  which  amounted,  in  the  whole,  to  an  im- 
menfe'Sum.  The  Parliament  was  therefore  obliged,  in 
commoT  Juftice,  to  give  the  Company  likewife  fome 
Relief  from  their  Engagements  to  the  Publick,  when  the 
Confideration  for  tbem  was  thus  taken  away  ;  for  if  They 

had 

**  Pol.  State,  vol.  20,  /•  246. 
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had  been  forced  to  pay  that  vaft  Premium,  It  muft 
have  been  out  of  their  Capital,  inftead  of  their  Profit. 
Accordingly,  it  was  propofed  and  carried,  at  firft,  to 
remit  the  whole  feven  Millions  ;  but  This  being  oppo- 
fed,  upon  the  Report,  five  Millions  only  were  remit- 
ted at  that  Time,  and  fo  much  of  the  'Capital  Stock 
of  the  Company  as  the  reft  amounted  to  was  annihila- 
ted ;  by  which  two  Millions  of  the  national  Debt  was 
reduced.  But  the  Calamities  of  the  unhappy  Proprie- 
tors- continuing  to  increafe,  by  the  Fall  of  their  Stock, 
and  their  being  compell'd,  as  was  really  the  Cafe,  to 
rdeafe  the  Bank  from  their  Cwtrafl ;  a  Petition  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  1 1  th  of 
Dec.  1722,  fetting  forth,  "*  that  They  labour'd  un- 
"  der  an  infupportable  Burthen,  from  which  They 
"  pray'd  to  be  relieved." — This  Petition  being  back'd. 
by  a  Recommendation  from  the  Throne,  a  Motion  was 
made  for  reviving  the  other  two  Millions,  as  the  only 
practicable  Relief,  at  that  Time;  which  occafion'd  & 
long  Debate,  and  was  at  Jail  carried  in  the  Affirmative.  • 
It  appears  that  Mr.  P — y  was_/Jr  the  Remijjion  ;  and, 
confidering  the  Circumilances  of  the  Nation,  as  well  as 
the  Southfea  Company,  at  that  Time,  I  mull  leave  the 
World  to  judge  whether  He  did  not  ac\  a  right  Part. 
But  the  Conduct  of  the  honourable  Gentleman,  in 
this  Particular,  was  quite  different;  for  though  He 
fpoke  and  voted  on  the  fame  Sidt  of  the  Queftion,  or 
however  reaionable  and  neceiTary  this  Relief  might  bcj 
it  is  plain  from  the  Refufali  They  met  with  before, 
when  They  apply 'd  to  the  Throne  for  that  Purpofe, 
that  He  was  reiolved  not  to  give  Way  to  it,  till 
They  fubmitred  to  the  Terms,  which  He  and  the 
Rank  impoied  upon  Them  ;  or,  as  their  Sub-Governor 

worded  it,  made  a    PROPER  CONDESCENSION. 

Eut  This  is  fo  fully  and  clearly  pro\ed  in  the  -f  Cafe 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  that  I  fhall  not  detain  the  Rea- 
der any  longer  upon  it,  in  this  Place. 

I  believe,  I 

*  Pol.  State,  vol.  24.  /.  639.  -j-  /.  107. 
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I  believe,  it  will  be  thought  that  I  have  already 
faid  a  great  deal  more  upon  this  Part  of  the  Sulyeft, 

relating  to  Mr.  P y,  than  was  necefiary  ;  but  iince 

Mr.  Walfingb*m  hath  hook'd  Him  into  the  Difpute, 
by  Way  of  Epijode,  according  to  antient  Praftice,  and, 
work'«i  it  up  with  all  the  fineit  Strokes  of  his  Pen,  I 
thought  it  might  not  be  improper  to  examine  if,  and 
give  the  World  fome  farther  Proofs  of  that  Writer's 
great  Ingenuity  and  Addrefs  in  the  Management  of /«/- 
litical  Debates. 

I  mould  now  proceed  to  fome  general  Obfervati- 
ons  on  the  whole,  as  they  are  fuggefted  to  Me  by  the 
Gazetteers  upon  this  Subjeft  ;  but  my  Paper  is  already 
extended  to  ib  great  a  Length,  that  I  muft  beg  the 
Reader's  Patience  for  a  Week  longer.  J). 

To  be  concluded  in  aur  next. 


N°487«      SATURDAY,  Nov.  1,1735. 

The  Sxvjefl  of  the  BANK-CONTRAT  fumm'J  up,  ayj 
concluded. 

Te  a  certain  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  GENTLEMAN. 

SIR, 

(Aving  now  given  thePublick  a  true  State 
*  of  this  Affair,  according  to  the  belt  of 
my  Knowledge,  without  any  Difguife, 
and  fhewn  Who  it  was,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  that  projected,  drew,  and  at  laft 
forced  the  Southjea  Company  to  give  up 
their  Contract ;  I  fhall  leave  Mr.  Walfingham  to  repeat 
his  Scurrilities,  Prevarications,  and  Falfhoods,  Day  after 
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Day,  Week  after  Week,  Tear  after  Tear,  In  all  Places, 
in  all  Papers,  in  even  Column,  Paragraph,  and  Pari 
of  a  Paper-,  in  fhort,  as  often  as  He  plea  fes,  and  threa- 
tens to  do  j  or  as  long  as  You,  Sir,  think  it  will  do 
your  Caufe  any  Service,  or  Credit. 

I  am  To  far  from  being  under  any  Apprehenfions, 
upon  this  Account,  that  I  ihall  beg  Leave  to  refrefli 
your  Memory,  which  is  fo  apt  to  fail  You,  with  feme  of 
his  former  Imerrogatpries  upon  this  Subjefl ;  from 
whence  both  Tcu  and  the  Reader  may  judge  whether 
they  ftand  in  Need  of  any  farther  Reply. 

Having  sdmitted  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  did 
employ  his  Influence  with  the  Bank  to  aj/ift  //£>?  South  fca 
Company,  in  their  Diftrefs  ;  and  that  He  teas  a  Patty 
in  tjje  Confummatjoii  oj  the  Matter ;  He  asks  the  fol- 
lowing Quefiions. 

"  *  Was  this 'then  a  Bufinefs  fotticlted  by  Sir  R. 

"  W— ?  Did  He  contrive  the  Meeting  ?  Did  He 

"come  thither  from  any  flews  of  his  own?  Could  He 
'*'  come  thither  with  any  Fraud  in  his  Heart,  when 
"  He  fcarcely  knew,  the  Purpofe  of  their  Meeting  ? 

By  the  Way,  Sir,  hath  not  your  Friend  tript  a  little 
here  ?  For  the  firft  Prepofal  made  to  the  Bank  was  on 
the  1 6th  of  September  1720,  as  -j-  one  of  your  Advo- 
cates informs  us ;  and  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  honou- 
rable Gentleman  drew  up  the  Minutes  of  the  Agreement 
between  the  two  Companies  on  the  igth  of  the  fame 
Month.  Now,  considering  the  neceflary  Time  for  fend- 
ing and  coming  an  hundred  Miles  out  of  the  Country,  it 
is  hardly  poffible  that  Affairs  could  be  brought  to  fuch 
a  Forward  ne(s  in  three  Days  inclusive,  even  fuppofing 
that  the  Mcffenger  was  difpatch'd  to  Him  immediately 
upon  the  Propofal;  much  lefs,  if  He  had  no  previous 
Converfation  with  the  principal  Managers  of  the  Bank, 
and  did  not  fo  much  as  know  the  Purpofe  of  their 
Meeting.  But  if  it  be  true,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 

that 

*  Gazetteer,  Aug.  27.        f  Id.  July  9. 
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that  it  was  a  Pr'ojeSl  of  bis  own  Formation,  feveral 
Months  before,  and  which  He  had  actually  concerted 
with  the  Bank,  it  was  practicable  enough,  and  will 

folvc  all  Difficulties. -Let  us  now  return    to  Mr. 

Waljingbanfs  Interrogatories,  which  He  continues  in 
the  following  Terms. 

"  t  Was  This  Sir  R W V  Propofnion  ? 

"  Or  did  He  want  it  for  the  Eafe   of  any  Difficulty, 

*<  wherein  He  had  involved  Himfelf,   or  his  Country  ? 

"  Or  could  He  want  it  for  any  ^Advantage  to  Himfelf  ? 

Or  could  He  propofe  it  to  the  Bank,  or  advife  Them, 

who  depended  on  his  Advice,   to  come   into  it   for 

any  Ends,   but  to  relieve  the  general *  Calamity,   and 

to  prevent   the  precipitate  Fall  oftheSto/f/> . 

Again;  ||  Was  it  ever  imputed  to   Sir  R.  W , 

that  He  gained  a  Farthing  by  any  Part  of  this  Tranf- 
aftioni  that  the  Contrafl  was  made,   or  diffolved, 
"  for  bis  Profit,  or  Advantage  ? 

What  a  notable  Strain  of ' .Argumentation  is  Thi%  and 
how  well  adapted  to  the  Caufe  it  is  defign'd  to  ferve  ? 
Every  Bodymuft  now  be  fatisfy'd  Who  CONTRIVED 
and  SOLLICITED  this  Contract,  as  well  as  Who  DREW 
IT  UP,  and  by  whofe  fecret  Influence  it  was  DISSOL- 
VED. But,  it  feems,  the  honourable  Gentleman  could 
not  want  it  for  any  Advantage  to  Himfelf,  nor  advife 
the  Bank  to  come  into  it  for  any  Ends,  but  to  relieve 
the  general  Calamity,  and  prevent  the  precipitate  fall 
of  the  Stack.  Nay,  Mr.  Walfingham  infmuatcs,  as 
Itrongly  as  an  Interrogation  can  do  it,  that  it  was  never 
IMPUTED-/*  the  honourable  Gentleman,  that  He  gained 
a  Farthing  by  any  Part  of  this  Tranfaftion  ;  nor  that 
the  Contraft  was  made,  or  dffilved,  for  his  PROFIT 

or  ADVANTAGE." What  will  not  tbit  Wretch  fay', 

or  do,  to  ferve  a  little  dirty  Turn  ?  Was  there  no 
Profit,  or  Advantage  to  be  made  by  being  at  the  Bot-- 
torn  of  juch  a  Secret?  Did  it  not  furnilh  las  Patron 
n_J  with 

t  #.  Jug.  27.  |  Id.  Aug.  29. 
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with  an  Opportunity  of  felling  out  what  Quantity  of 
Soutbjea  Stock  He  pleafed  at  400  /.  per  Cent,  and  buy. 
ing  it  in  again  under  Par  ?  Is  there  not  all  the  Rea- 
fon  in  the  World  to  believe  that  He  did  make  this  Ad- 
vantage of  it ;  or  hath  it  not,  at  leait,  been  imputed 
to  Him  ?  Nay,  did  not  the  whole  Tran/affina  ferve 
Him  for  a  Ladder  of  Ambition,  by  which  He  mounted 
to  the  Summit  of  Power,  and  gain'd  ftub  immenfo 
Riches  ?  Belides,  how  could  He  poffibly  think  thaty«o& 
a  Bargain  would  prevent  the  Fall  of  Stock,  or  relieve 
the  general  Calamity  ?  Was  it  not  very  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  it  would  have  a  quite  contrary  Effeft,  as  it 
aftually  had,  when  the  Collufion  appear'd,  and  involve 
Thoufands  of  Families,  who  had  efcaped  the  general 
Calamity  before,  in  utter  Deftrudlion  ? 

As  to  Mr.  Wtiljlngham^  Argument,  that  the  Con- 
tract could  not  have  been  put  in  Execution,  without 
abfolute  Ruin  to  the  Bank  of  England,  it  is  begging 
theQueftion,  at  leaft  ;  it  being  impoflible  to  fay,  with 
any  Certainty,  how  far  the  punftual  Performance  of  it 
might  have  kept  up  Southfea  Stock  ;  or,  if  That  had 
been  found  too  heavy  for  the  Bank  to  bear,  a  moderat- 
Compaction  would  have  certainly  done  fome  Good,  by 
dividing  the  Lofs  between  the  two  Companies  ;  and,  in 
that  Cafe,  fome  Part  of  the  two  Millions  might  have 
been  retain'd,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick. 

I  would  likewife  ask  Mr.  Wa'fingbam,  how  the  Bunk 
came  to  deferve  fo  much  more  Favour  than  the  Soutbjea 
Company  ;  or,  fuppofing  the  worft  that  could  have  hap- 
pen'd,  why  one  Part  oftbe  publick  Creditors  ought  to 
be  ruin'd  more  than  another  ? 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  farther,  concerning  the  Valiaity 
if  tbis  Contract ;  becaufe  that  Part  of  the  Queftion 
fcemsto  be  given  up  by  your  Advocates,  who  lay  the 
chief  Srrefs  of  their  Argument  upon  the  Impoflibility  of 
executing  it,  without  fatal  Confequences.  Befidet,  it 
docs  not  muchflffeft  the  main  Point  in  Difpute,  or  the 
Charge  againft  the  honourable  Gentleman,  whether  the 
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Bargain  was  itriaiy  binding,  or  not  ;  for  it  cannot  be 
icny'd  that  it  was  made  and  publiih'd  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner, as  to  convince  Mankind  in  general  that  it  was  a 
perfect  Agreement,  and  thereby  drew  Multitudes  of  the 
wft  cautious  Perjims  into  the  Snare.  It  therefore  was 
the  more  iniquitous  in  die  Negotiator,  if  He  knew  or 
believed  it  not  to  be  obligatory  whilft  He  was  tranfaft- 
ing  and  carrying  it  on. 

Mr.  Waljtngbam  is  fo  far  from  denying  that  his  ko- 
ncurable  Friend  fupported  the  Bank,  in  breaking  through 
their  Engagements,  that  He  jufliries  Him  in  it,  and  tri- 
umphs over  Us,  as  if  He  had  reduced  Us  to  a  Dilemma; 
though  it  will  appear,  upon  Examination,  that  He  is 
got  into  one  Himfelf. 

*  "  If  it  be  clearly  mewn,  fays  He,   that  \hegreat 
Perfon  neither  could,  nor  ought  to  have  forced  a  Per- 
formance of  the  Contract; ,  it  is  then  faid,    We 

don't  condemn  Him  for  breaking   it,  but  for  making 

if -if    »    be   fiiewn     by   what    irrefiftiblc 

Importunities,    Clamours,     and  Supplications,    He 

was  drawn  in  to  make  it ; it  is " then  faid,  We 

don't  condemn  Him  for  making  it,    but  for  break  in* 

*' fo  that   We  are  brought  to  a  See-Saw  of 

Words,  about  breaking  and  making,    and    making 
and  breaking,   without  undemanding  any  Thine  of 
Facts. 

This,  I  fay,  is  a  Dilemma,  which  does  not  affeft 
WF,  but  Mr,  Waljtngbam  himfelf ;  for,  notwithflanding 
the  Archnefs  of  his  Reaioning,  the  Argument  is  ftrong  a- 
gamft  HIM  and  the  great  Perfon  either  Way  ;  which  I 

prove  thus If  it  was  a  Central,   that  ought  not  to 

have  bezn performed,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  made; 
becauie  it  induced  fo  many  thoufand  People  to  buy 
SoutbJfaStock,  at  an  high  Price,  upon  the  Credit  of  it. 

• If  it  was  a  Contract,  that  ought  to  have  been  madet 

it  ought  not  to  have  been  broktn ;  becaufc  That  was  di- 

*  Gazetteeer,  Aug.  zq. 
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redly  contrary  to  \hzpretended  Defign  of  it,   and  muft 
nece'ftavily  increafe  the  general  Calamity,  inftead  of  re- 

'Ikving  it. You  fee,  Sir,  what  an  excellent  Judge 

yffur  Friend  is  of  the  Nature  of. Dilemma's  ! 

He  concludes  thefe  fine  Pieces  of  Reafoning  with  fe- 
veralnew  Profcffions  of  his  Love  and  Affettion  for  Yoa  ; 
which  He  demonftrates,  in  the  ufual  Manner,  by  two 
or  three  long  Paragraphs  of  the  choiceft  Panegyrick  up- 
on Yourje/f,  w'nh  proper  Seafonings  of  Abufe  upon  your 
Qppofers.  To  thele  He  likevviie  adds  a  moft  heroick  De- 
claration, that  Ton  Jk all  not  want  Juflice,  wbilft  He  // 
able  to  render  it ;  and  that  nobody  jb all  r(Jl  a  Moment  in 
Quiet,  or  Obfcurity,  who  prefumes  to  give  Youany  far- 
ther Moleftation  a'bout  the  Bank-Contrafl. 

•  But  'leaving  You  to  the  private  Satisfaction  of  having 
obrain'd  fo  glorious  a  Champion,  and  fo  valuable  a 
Fritnd,  as  Mr.  rWaijlngbam  every  \vhere  represents 
•Himfelf  ;  let  us  now  Aim  up  the  whole,  and  lee  how 
the  Cafe  fiands,  with  Relation  to  the  honourable  Per- 
il appears,  from  the  foregoing  Dedudlion,  that  He 
took  a  fcandalous  Advantage  of  the  general  Calamity,  at 
that  Time,  and  made  the  Misfortunes  of  bis  Country 
(he  Means  of  enriching  and  aggrandizing  Himfelf;  that, 
with  this  View,  He  cook'd  \\^ fraudulent  PrtjeB,  un- 
der the  Pretence  of  inpporting  the  Soutbfea  Company, 
but  with  a  Defign  of  ielling  out  Stock,  at  an  high  Price, 
.and  deluding  the  unhappy  Sufferers  with  falie  Hopes  of 
•Relief,  till  his  ether  Purpofes  were  ripe  for  Execution. 
That,  in  order  to  draw  the  Bank  into  'this  Scheme,  He 
gave  Them  private  Affuranccs  of  being  releafed  from 
tbfir  Engagement,  in  Cafe  it  fhould  happen  to  turn  a- 
gainft  Them  ;  that,  after  feveral  Meetings,  a  Contrail 
was  drawn  up  between  Them,  by  the  honourable  Gea- 
tlfman  himfclf ;  in  which  the  Bank  agreed  to  circulate  * 
•Number  of  Sonthfea  Bonds,  upon  certain  Conditions  ; 
and-  the  Soutbiea  Company,  in  Return,  contraded  to 
.GRANT  the  Bank  Stock  for  3,775,0007.  at  400  /.  per 
\^nt-  which  was.  then  the  Market  Price,  and  cheaper 

than 
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than  the /#?  Subfcribers  of  Annuities  had  it.  This  A* 
greemcnt-was  afterwards  confirm'd  by  a  Court  of  Direc- 
tors of  each  Company  and  fignjfy'd  in  Form  to  the  Lord-s 
tftbeTreafury. 

It  farther  appears  that,  in  Purfuance  of  this  foletrat 
Contrail,  a  Subfcription  was  taken  in  by  the  Bank,  for^ 
the  Circulation  ofSoutbfea  Bondi ;  which  is  generally  al- 
low'd  to  have  faved  the  Bank  from  the  Calamities  of 
thofe  Times ;  and  though  They  never  circulated  one  of 
the  Bonds,  for  which  the  Subfcrtytion  was  taken  in,  the 
Southfea  Company  was  at  laft  mod  equitably  adjudged  to 
pay  30,000  1.  for  the  Expence  of  it. 

On  the  other  Hand,  as  foon  as  it  was  found  that  South* 
fen  Stock  was  likely  to  continue  falling,  the  Bank  began  to 
prevaricate  about  the  other  Part  of  the  Agreement, 
which  was  their  own  Propo/al,  and  afterwards  pcremr>- 
torily  refufed  to  comply  with  it.  In  This,  as  it  like- 
wife  appears,  They  were  fecretly  abetted  by  the  honour- 
able Gentleman,  and  at  laft  totally  releafed  from  it,  by. 
his  Influence,  not  only  without  any  Compofition,  but  e- 
ven  with  very  great  Advantage  ;  for  the  Southfea  Com- 
pany, rinding  Themfelves  in  this  Condition,  and  being 
at ;  he  fame  Time  incumber'd  with  heavy  Debtr,  had 
no  Hopes  of  Relief  but  trom  the-  Remij/ian  of  the  two 
Millions,  which  had  likewife  been  refufed  Them,  whilft 
They  infifted  upon  their  Contract.  In  order  therefore 
to  obtain  the  firft,  They  were  obliged  to  give  up  the 
laft,  and  to  fell  almoft_/2>ar  Millions  of  their  Stock  to  the 
Bank  at  a  much  lower  Price. than  it  was  worth  ;  fo  that 
the  Bank  were  amply  rewarded,  feveral  Ways,  for 
their  Concurrence  in  this  Projett. 

Laftly,  whatever  Motives  might  induce  other  Gentle- 
men to  vote  for  the  RemiJJion  of  the  two  Millions,  it  ap> 
pears  that  He  came  into  it  upon  no  other  Foot  than  by 
Way  of  Compofition  with  the  Stuthfea  Company  for 
their  giving  up  the  Bank-Contra  fl,  as  was  after  ted  in  the 
Enquiry,  and  the  Cafe  of  the  Jinking  fund. 

Taking  the  whole  therefore  together,  can  any  Thing 
be  more  fraudulent  and  ruinous ;  or,  to  uie  yvur  Advo- 
P  2  cafff. 
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fate's  polite  Epithets,  more  fagitious  and  infernal  than 
/^/V  Tr a »f action,  except  your  endeavouring  to  fix  it  up- 
on Gentlemen,  to  whom  it  does  not  belong,  by  averring 
a.  jblemn  faljbood'm  the  Face  of  the  World,  and  infult- 
i.ng- the  J?ff/W,  by  telling  Them  that  it  was  only  BI- 
TING THE  BITER  ? 

I  am  very  lorry,  Sir,  to  find  Myfdf  under  a  Necef- 
fity  of  fpeaking  to  You  in  fuch  a  Style  ;  but  You  can- 
not be  furprizedatir,  whilft  You  employ  a  little,  illi- 
beral fellow  (  without  any  Merit  bat  an  abufive  Pen, 
and  a  tirefome  Repetiiion  of  angrammatical  Jargon  )  to 
t'krow  about  his  Defy-ances,  and  his  Dirt,  in  fo  licenti- 
ous- and  undiftinguifhing  a  Manner,  as  was  never  before 
ken  in  any  civilized  Country.  Had  You  thought  fit  to 
hive  relbain'd  Him  in  his  late  Scurrilities,  which  gave 
Offence  to  Men  of  all  Partie5,  or  to  havedifavow'd  them 
afterwards,  1  mould  not  have  given  You  this  Trouble, 
but  retted  the  Point  as  I  left  it  before.  Nay,  even  at 
prefent,  I  am  fo  far  from  threatening  to  purfue  You, 
Day  after  Day,  and  Week  after  Week,  or  not  to  let  You 
re/I  a  Moment  in  Quiet,  that  I  am  determined  to  let 
your  Advocates  fay  what  They  pleaie  upon  this  Head, 
for  the  future,  without  any  Reply  ;  unlefs  They  write 
ibmething  more  to  the  Purpoie  than  They  have  hitherto 
done.  But  I  cannot  conclude,  without  giving  You  an 
Hint  that  there  are  Perfons  ftill  living,  as  I  am  in- 
form'd,  who  have  ibme  farther  Anecdotes,  concerning 
the  fetref  Tranfafiions  of  that  Calamitous  Tear,  which 
may  poffibly  fee  the  Light,  if  You,  or  your  Ait 'ocate s% 

ihould  render  it  neceilary.  In  the  mean  Time,  I 

mail  leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  I  have  not  fully 
proved  the  Point  in  Dijpute,  and  pin'd  it  fufEciently 
do\vn  upon  You.  D. 

J am,  SIR, 

Witb  all  due  Refpeft, 

Tour  my/}  devoted  Servant, 

CAL.  D'ANVER?. 
SATUK.  DAY 
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To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efq; 

$  1 

'HOUGH  Liberty  is  the  darling  Pro- 
perty  of  Englijhmen ;  though  it  is  our 
Birthright  as  Citizens  of  the  World,  but 
peculiarly  fo  by  the  Conftitution  of  this 
Kingdom,  committed  to  us,  and  fecured 
in  our  own  Poffeffi-on,  by  many  excel-? 
lent  Laws ;  though  We  adore  the  very  Name  of  it  as  a 
Divinity ;  yet  nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  the 
People  of  England  may,  by  good  Words  and  kind  Ufage, 
be  brought  tofufFer  any  Thing.  No  Nation  under  the 
Sun  is  more  tractable,  whilit  They  have  fomething 
thrown  cut  to  Them  to  play  with.  Gratify  Them 
with  the  Shadow,  and  They  will  give  up  thcSubftance. 
Nothing  but  an  abfolute  and  direct  Invafion  of  the 
Conftitution  can  ever  ftir  Them  up  to  Refentmenr,  or 
force  Them  to  underftand  that  their  Liberties  are  un- 
dermined, whilit  They  keep  their  Attention  only  on  the 
Superficies.  They  will  not  be  Staves,  unlefs  it  be  their 
own  Way.  They  will  not  wear  Chains,  unlefs  They 
put  them  on  Themfelves.  They  will  not  be  plunder'd 
of  their  Liberties  ;  but  They  will  throw  them  up.  It 
is  not  the  Thing,  but  the  Manner  of  doing  it,  which 
gives  Them  Concern.  They  fix  their  Eyes  upon  the 
•  Sovereign,  and  whilft  They  have  a  gracious  Prince  upon 
the  Throne,  whofe  Glory  is  center'd  in  the  Happinefs  of 
his  Subject?,  and  whofe  Defiresand  Ambition  are  bound- 
ed by  the  Properties  of  the  People  ;  I  fay,  whilft  They 
are  intent  only  on  thofe  Things,  which  proceed  from  the 
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ffirone,  They  hug  Themfelves  in  their  Security,  and 
think  of  nothing  but  indulging  their  Pleamres.  Whilft 
They  arc  admiring  the  impartial  Juftice  and  great  Wif- 
dom  of*  Judge,  in  a  Court  of  Judicature,  'They  lufrera 
Rafcala.1  their  Elbow  to  pick  their  Pockets. 

What !  is  there  but  one  Man  in  the  Nation,  who  can 
make  us  Slaves  ?  Yes,  there  are  Thoufands  of  Traytors 
amongft  ourfelves,  preying  upon  our  Vitals,  and  yet 
fmiiing  in  our  Faces.  Their  Cry  is  ftrong  for  Liberty ; 
but  it  is  the  Liberty  of  ravaging  their  Fellow-Subjefts,  of 
dellroying  the  Happinefs  of  their  Countrymen.  It  is 
not  one  Tyrant,  but  many,  whom  We  have  Reafon  to 
fear  ;  whole  Nefts  of  Harpies,  Devourers  of  our  Pro- 
perties, of  the  Convolution  of  England.  Let  us  ferret 
Them  then  from  their  Holes ;  let  us  point  Them  out,  of 
whatever  Magnitude  They  are,  or  in  whatever  Ckfs 
They  may  rank  Themielve.s 

Every  Man  in  private  Life,  who  opprefles  his  Depen- 
dents in  any  Degree,  fo  far  irupofes  Slavery  upon  Them. 
But  This  is  not  Jailing.  It  dies  with  the  OpprefTor,  and 
many  Remedies  may  be  apply'd,  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Patient.  Nature  and  the  common  Courfe  of  Things 
furnifh  the  Oppreffed  with  Means  for  their  Defence,  or 
Revenge.  But  where  a  Man  in  pxJjlick  TruJ?,  or  in  a 
fubltik  Affair )  injures  his  Fellow-Creatures,  the  Opprel- 
fion  is  greater,  becaufe  it  is  afted  under  Colour  of  Autho- 
rity. A  Cuftom-lloufe  Officer,  or  a  trading  Juflice,  may 
play  the  Tyrant  within  ixis  own  Sphere,  as  well  as  the 
ncft  arbitrary  Prime-Minifter.  A  Man  in  almoft  every 
little  Place  hath  it  in  his  Power  to  injure,  to  affront,  to 
delay,  perhaps  to  infill  upon  Gratuities  for  doing  the 
common  Office  of  his  Function.  As  often  as  fucb 
72>//;£/areprac~tifed,  they  are  fo  many  Inftancesof  O/- 
fr(JJion,  and  every  fuch  Gratuity  is  an  Acknowledg- 
ment of  Servitude.  But  thefe  are  trivial  Misfortune:;, 
when  compa:ed  with  fome  others. 

For  wherever  a  Nation  is  taught  to  worfliip 
and  yet  the  Deity  is  lock'd  up  by  thegfaajt.  M*fti, 

Ml 
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its  Influence  confined  to  Himfelf,  or  his  own  Family  » 
wherever  Luxury  is  fpread  amongft  the  People,  an^ 
Corruption  eats  into  the  Conilitution  of  the  State  ;  ther6 
is  great  Reafon  to  apprehend  that  fuch  a  People  are  pre~ 
pared  for  Deftruftion  ;  thefe  being  the  only  Methods  to 
make  Men  regardlefs  of  the  Evils  They  donot  immediate- 
ly feel ;  to  debilitate  their  Minds ;  and  debauch  the  bold, 
generous  and  free  Britons  into  eafy,  effeminate  and  bafe 
Slaves. 

If  any  Branches  of  Trade  are  engrofs'd  byfetefl  Bodies 
ef  Men,  it  is  a  Deprivation  of  common  Right  from  the 
relt  of  the  Traders ;  and,  in  that  Reipeft,  a  publick  In- 
jury. Iffucb  Bodies  join  together  as  one  Man  todiftrefs 
Others,  ov  to  violate  their  Privileges,  to  impofe  Laws 
upon  Them,  and  force  Them  to  aft,  or  vote,  as  They 
diredt,  then  They  are  fo  many  Inftruments  bfOppreflion, 
and  Badges  of  Slavery.  But  farther,  \ifucJ}  Bodies  of  Men 
have  an  abiblutc  Dominion  over  any  Part  of  our  Proper- 
ties ;  if  it  is  in  their  Power  to  fquander  away  our  Ejlates, 
the  Violation  of  our  Rights  comes  more  home,  and  our 
Chains  begin  to  rattle.  Every  Director  is  then  a  Tyrant, 
and  when  He  acts  arbitrarily,  He  acls  confiftently. 

Wherever  the  Practice  and  vile  Arts  of  Stockjobbing 
are  carry'd  on,  there  cannot  be  a  greater  Evidence  of 
Servitude.  If  it  mould  ever  be  in  the  Power  of  a  few 
Men  to  raife,  or  fink  publick  Credit,  and  with  a  Breath 
to  blow  away  my  Eftate,  to  make  Me  worth  nothing  to 
Day,  who  Yefterday  had  an  handfome  Income  j  if,  I 
{ay,  our  Fortunes  depend  upon  the  Breath,  or  even  the 
Whifper,  of  a  few  Men,  and  We  dare  not  punifh  Them, 
as  Criminals,  left  their  Fall  mould  injurioufly  depreciate 
publick  Credit,  We  might  as  well  live  under  a  Turkijb 
Ba/baw.  All  Tyrants  are  alike. 

Wherever  little  Rogues  are  protected,  and  great  ones 
icreen'd  ;  where  the  People  are  over-ruled  by  Power,  and 
dcny'd  the  common  Satisfaction  due  to  national  Venge- 
ance on  publick  'Criminals  ;  wherever  mony'd  Villainy 
find*  an  equal,  or  greater  Security  than  poor  Honefty  ; 

what 
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what  have fucb  a  People  to  do  but  to  throw  afide  all  Ho- 
mfty,  and  boldly  praflife  the  Arts  of  oppreffing  and  en- . 
flaving  their  Fellow-Creatures,  or  hang  down  their 
Heads  in  abfolute  Subjection  to  their  fuperior  and  infe- 
rior Tyrants  ? 

If  Eleftors  profefledly  receive  Bribes,  and  Candidates 
profefledly  give  them,  perfonal  Merit  being  thrown  out 
of  the  Scale,  and  the  Qualifications  of  the  Candidate  be- 
ing put  in  the  fame  Scale  with  his  Money,  the  Giver nvA 
Receiver  are  both  Enemies  and  Tray  tors  to  the  Com- 
mon-wealth ;  Underminers  of  the  moft  facred  Privilege 
in  our  Conftitution,  the  Freedom  of  Eleflion  ;  They 
throw  down  the  only  Bulwark,  which  can  preferve  Li-> 
berty  from  Encroachment ;  They  fill  our  Frontiers  with 
foreign  Troops.  If  This  fhould  ever  be  your  Cafe,  O 
Britons,  You  may  then  boaft  of  your  Liberties  ;  You 
may  then  dwell  upon  the  abfolute  Safety  of  your  Lives 
and  Fortunes, under  the  Protection  of  Men,  who  have  hir- 
ed the  Command  ok  both ;  who  muft,fome  Way  or  other, 
reimburfe  Them  (elves  the  Price  They  have  paid  for  the 
Farm  of  your  Liberties;  and,  perhaps,  pick  up  a  little  to 
purchafe  the  Potter's  Field. 

Let  us  therefore  examine  the  prefent  Times,  and  fee 
whether  fucb  Enormities  appear  in  our  Days.  If  any 
are  found,  let  us  root  them  out,  under  whatever  Shape 
difguifed,  or  by  whatever  Pretext  they  may  be  commit- 
ted »  for  it  isabfolutely  necefiary  to  remove  them,  and 
to  cure  the  Wounds  they  have  made,  before  We  can 
enjoy  that  Liberty,  which  is  the  natural  Right  of  Man- 
kind. They  are  Grievances,  which  will  grow  upon  our 
Hands ;  and,  if  not  remedy'd,  will  foon  become  def- 
perate. 

Nothing  i^  more  ridiculous  than  what  is  often  urged 
againft  this  Way  of  Reafoning  ;  that  We  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  our  prefent  Government.  Be  it  fo.  But 
\vhy  mould  we  put  a  Sword  in  their  Hands,  more  than 

?ujtice  requires  ?  Such  Language.in  fliort,is  no  more  than 
his.  We  will  prepare  cur  Necks  for  the  Yoke ;  tut  We 

know 
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know  You  will  not  put  it  on.  We  will  lay  all  our  For- 
tunes, our  Properties, our  Lifertles,onr  Lives,  within  your 
Power  ?  but  \ve  are  fare  You  will  not  touch  them.  We 
will  give  you  the  Weapons  to  undo  us,  in  full  Confidence 
that  You  will  not  ufe  them.  We  will  prepare  the  Steps 
for  You  to  mount  to  the  moft  arbitrary  and  abfolute  So- 
vereignty, becaufe  We  are  fecure  in  the  Goodneis  of  your 
Temper. —  Thcfe  are  Compliments,  which  might  have 
been  made  properly  enough  to  a  Nero,  or  a  Domitiarr^ 
by  a  People  broken  to  Servitude  ;  fit  Cant  for  Court- 
Sycophants,  and  fawning  Time-fervers ;  but  an  Engltjb* 
man,  as  long  as  He  regards  his  Honour,  or  his  Country, 
will  abhor  fuch  intolerable  Flattery  and  Servility.—— 
What !  Shall  We  fuffer  ourfelves,  like  Gibraltar,  to  be 
fet  up  to  the  Neck  in  Batteries,  without  one  Effort  to 
difengage  ourfelves  ? 

We  have  feen  ibme  of  theje  Evils  fpring  up  amongft 
us,  and  though  they  may  be  fown  by  a  fuperior  Hand* 
oar  firrt  Bufinefs  is  to  weed  them  out.  Though  We 
may  be  play'd  upon  one  another,  by  feme  invisible 
Power,  We  are  not  fo  far  difcafed  but  We  may  recover. 
It  is  much  within  ourfelves  to  prevent  the  Bffeft  ;  and, 
by  deftroying  the  Inftruments  ofOppreJJion,  to  take  away 
the  Power.  Let  us  therefore  unite  againlt  the  over*, 
bearing  Authority  of  thofe  State-Engines,  the  Monopolies 
of  Trade  ;  nor  fuffer  our  Fortunes  to  be  managed  and 
told  over  by  infolevt  Direftors,  or  pillaged  by  grant 
Knaves.  Let  us  oppofe  the  paltry  Crafts  of  Stoekjofr- 
bing,  in  which  the  Legijlature  hath  already  thought 
tit  to  interpofe,  and  keep  our  Eilates  untainted  with  the 
Infamy  of  other  Men.  Let  us  deteft  the  bafe  Offers  of 
Ibofe,  who  would  buy  our  Liberties. ;  not  fell  ourfelves 
as  Cattle.  Let  us  not  inflift  light  Punijbments  on  bein- 
cuf  Crimes  ;  but  where  puWick  Juilice  demands  the 
Lives  oK  the  Offenders,  let  us  erefl  a  Gibbet  without 
Fear.  Let  us  fearch  out  the  Caufes  of  our  prefent,  de- 
caying Virtue,  and  growing  Bafenefs ;  and  if  any  Man  in 
Power  Ihould  be  found,  who  bears  thefe  Evils  before 

Him, 
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Him,  like  a  dark  Lanthorn,  and  vvhilit  they  glare  ia 
our  Eyes,  skulks  behind,  and  makes  his  Advances  upon 
us  unfeen  ;  any  Man,  who  encourages  and  promotes 
our  DiftrefTes ;  who  treads  upon  our  Misfortunes,  and 
makes  Ufe  of  them  as  Steps  to  his  own  Grandeur ;  Him 
let  us  point  out,  as  the  Author  of  our  Injuries,  and  the 
Object  of  our  Refentment. 

Let  us  not  fufFer  the  Artifices  of  fume  M?«-to  prevail ; 
nor  catch  at  the  Bait  of  Luxury  ;  and,  whilft  We  are 
taught  to  play  in  the  Sunftiine  of  Eaje,  zndPkafuret 
render  our  Bodies  duftile,  and  our  Liberties  an  eafy 
Prey  to  any  bold  Invader.  I  fay  not  This,  like  a  cer- 
tain Writer,  to  Rifle  our  Complaints  againil  the  Cor- 
rupter.  I  am  fenfible  that  it  is  morally  impoflible  to  ftop 
the  Growth  of  Luxury  and  Corruption,  withour  the  In- 
terpofition  of  the  fuperior  Powers,  and  the  Example  of 
our  Leaders ;  for  whilft  there  are  Tempters,  the  common 
People  will  be  {educed,  corrupted,  and  betray 'd.  The 
Reformation  muft  be  general,  if  at  all. 

I  am  fenfible,  I. fay,  that  neither  Luxury,  nor  any  of 
our  other  Grievances  can  be  redrefs'd,  without  the  Affift- 
ance  of  Parliament.  I  am  perfuaded  that  our  Liberties 
demand  fuch  Affiftance,  and  therefore  am  not  without 
Hopes,  as  We  want  no  additional  Powers  to  redrefs  our- 
felves,  nor  Reafons  to  induce  us  to  it,  that  every  Man, 
\vhofe  Heart  is  warm  in  the  Intereft  of  his  Country^ 
will  fet  about  the  oppofing  and  removing  tbofe  Evih, 
which  muft  otherwife  in  Time  deftroy  our  Conjiitution 
zndprefenf  Ejlablijbmtnt,  fo  happily  interwoven  for 
the  Prefervation  of  both.  R. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  humble  Servant,  A.  B. 


SATUR- 
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i 

To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efo 

Mr.  WANTERS, 

|  H  E  R  E  having  been  much  Difc'ourfe 
oflate  about  MERLIN  and  his  CAVE,  I 
fancy  many  of  your  Readers  will  be 
pleafed  to  fee  Spbtfefs  Account  of  that0/tf 
Briti/b  Prophet  and  Magi 'ci 'an. 

In   his  Legend  of  *   Britomartis,    or 
He  gives  us   the  following  Relation  of  her 
Paffion  for  Artbegal 

"  "O  Y  ftra"Se  Occafion  She  did  Him  behold, 

"  JLJ  And   much  more  ftrangely  'gan  to  love  his 

Sight, 

"  As  it  in  Books  hath  written  been  of  old. 
"  In  Debeubartb,  that  now  South  Wales  is  £{:  hight, 
"  What-Time  King  Rjence  reign 'd,  anddealed  right, 
4<  The  great  Magician,   Merlhi^  had  devized, 
"  By  his  deep  Science,  and  Hell-dieaded  Might, 
"  A  Locking-Glafs,  right  wond'roufly  f-  aguiied, 
"  Whole  Vertucs  through  the  wide  World  foon  were 
folemnized. 

««  It  Vertue  had  to  fhew,  in  p«rfefl  Sight, 
"  Whatever  Thing  was  in  the  World  contain'd, 
"  Betwixt  the  lowed  Earth  and  Heaven's  Height, 
"  So  that  it  to  the  Looker  appertain'd. 

*  See  the  Fairy  Queen,  Book  3.  Canto  2. 

ft  talfd.  f  fajhion'j,  er  nntriveJ. 

«  What- 
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*'  Whatever  Foe  had  wrought,  or  Friend  had  feign'd, 
"  Therein  difcover'd  was,  +  ne  aught  |j  mote  pals, 
*'  Ne  aught  in  fecret  from  the  fame  remain'd, 
tt  *-j-  For-thy  it  round  and  hollow  fhaped  was, 
"  Like  to  the  World  itfelf,  and  feem'd  a  World  of 
Glafs. 

«  Who  wonders  not,  that  reads  fo  wond'rous  Work  ? 
"  But  who  does  wonder,  that  hath  read  the  Tower, 
"  Wherein  th'  Egyptian  Pbat  long  did  lurk, 
"  From  all  Men's  View,  that  none  might  Her  dif- 

couer, 

««  Yet  me  might  all  Men  view  out  of  her  Bower  ? 
"  Great  Ptolomy  it,  for  his  ff  Lema»"s  Sake, 
«  Ybuilded  all  of  Glaf?,  by  magick  Power, 
"  And  alfo  it  impregnable  did  make  ; 
"  Yet  when  his  Love  was  falfe,  He  with  a  **  Peaze 

it  break. 


And  gave  unto  King  Ryence  for  his  Guard, 
"  That  never  Foes  his  Kingdom  might  invade, 
"  But  He  it  knew  at  home,  before  He  heard 
"  Tidings  thereof,   and  fo  Them  ftill  debarred. 
"  It  was  a  famous  Prefent  for  a  Prince, 
"  And  worthy  Work  of  infinite  Reward, 
"  That  Treafons  could  bewray,  and  Foes  convince 
"  Happy  this  Realm,  had  it  remained  ever  fmce  ! 

Spender's  Obfervation,  in  this  laft  Line,  is  not  only 
beauriml,  in  a  poetical  Light,  but  worthy  of  an  boneft 
Englijhman*  and  fhews  his  great  Regard  for  the  Ho- 
nour and  Intereft  of  his  Country.  Such  a  Locking-Glafs 
\\as,  indeed,  a  noble  Prefent,  and  what  the  wifeft 
Prince  upon  Earth  need  not  be  aftiamed  of  accepting. 

t  nor  |i  mujt 

*f  for,  or  lecAUfe.  tf  his  Mijirefis 

•For 
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For  this  Reafon,  I  heartily  wifh,  with  our  Poet,  that 
it  bad  r emairi d  ever  Jince  ;  or  that  Merlin  would  be 
pleafed  to  fabricate  another,  and  beftow  it  where  it  is  due, 
by  Way  of  Acknowledgment  for  his  new  Habitation* 
Had  this  Mirrour  been  preferred,  how  many  fatal  Mi£ 
carriages  in  former  Reigns  would  have  been  prevented  ? 
Our  Kings  would  then  have  been  not  only  able  to  de- 
feat all  the  Machinations  and  Attempts  of  their  Enemi- 
es, but  likewife  to  diftinguifh  their  real  Friends  from 
the  common  Herd  of  Sycophants,  who  fwarm  about 
Courts,  and  are  always  endeavouring  to  poiion  the  Ears 
of  their  Sovereign.  Invajions,  Con/piracies,  Rebellions, 
and  civil  War  s  would  have  been  immediately  nipt  in 
the  Bud.  There  would  have  been  no  Occaiion  for  Ri- 
ot-Afts,feptennial  Parliaments,  Excife-Bills>  or  fetes  of 
Credit ;  and  I  make  it  a  Queilion  whether  We  fhould 
have  ever  heard  of  the  Treaties  of  Hamver,  Seville,  or 
Vienna.  Nay,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  even  our 
prefent  able  Politicians,  not  excepting  the  gnat  Negoti^ 
a/trhimfelf,  would  havereap'd  fotne  Advantage  from  it, 
in  adjufting  the  Ballance  of  Europe,  and  fecuring  the  In- 
terelts  of  this  Kingdom. 

The  Poet  then  proceeds  to  acquaint  his  Readers  that 
Sritumartis  happening  to  go  into  her  Father,  King 
Rycnce^s  Clofe'r,  and  looking  into  tbis  enchanted  Glafs, 
fav/  there  the  Perfon  of  Arthegal,  and  fell  fo  deeply  in 
Love  with  Him,  that  it  prey.'d  upon  her  Spirits,  and 
deprived  Her  of  her  Reft.  One  Night,  ftartir.g  out  of 
her  Sleep  iu  great  Diforder,  her  old  Nurfe,  Glance, 
who  lay  with  Her,  defired  to  know  the  Occaiion  of  it ; 
and,  after  much  Importunity,  found  it  to  be  Love ;  but 
as  it  was  only  the  Shadow  cf  a  Man,  that  had  given 
the  Wound,  'They  were  under  great  Difficulties  how  to 
find  out  the  real  Perfon.  At  laft,  Glance  advifed  her 
young  Mijheff,  ttflt  ffe,  who  made  the  Gfafs,  in  which 
She  view'd  the  Face  of  her  ftrar.ae  Lover,  would 
be  able  to  inform  Them  in  what  Part  of  the 
VOL.  XIV.  Q  World 
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World  He  lived.  For  this  Purpofc,  They  made  a 
Journey  to  Merlin's  'Cave,  the  Description  of  which  is 
jb  particular,  that  it  deierves  a  Place  in  your  Paper. 

«'  *    1  ^Orthwith    Themfelves   difguifmg   both   in 

«         J"^          flraunge 

*'  And  bafe  Attire,  that  none  might  Them  bewray, 

"  To  Maridunum,  that  is  now  by  Chaunge 

«'  Of  Name  Cayr-Merdin  call'd,  They  took  their  Way ; 

"  There  the  wife  Merlin  whilom  wont,  They  fay, 

««  To  make  his  f  Wonne,  low  underneath  the  Ground, 

"  In  a  deep  %  Delve,  far  from  the  View  of  Day, 

"  That  of  no  living  Wight  He  mote  be  found 

"  When  fo  He  couniel'd,    with  his  Sprights  cncompaft 

round. 

"  And  if  Thou  ever  happen  that  fame  Way 
«'  To  travel,  go  to  fee  that  dreadful  Place. 
**  It  is  an  hideous,    hollow  Cave,  They  fay, 
«'  Under  a  Rock,  that  lies  a  little  Space 

'  From  the  fwift  Barry,  tombling  down  apace, 

'  Ernong ft  the  woody  Hillb  of  Dyneuowre . 

'  But  dare  Thou  not,  I  charge,    in  any  Cafe, 

'.  To  enter  into  that  fame  baleful  Bower, 

'  For  fear  the  cruel  Fiends  fnoald  Thee  ^  unwares  de- 


Eut  {landing  high  aloft,  low  lay  thine  Ear, 
And  there  !uch  ghaftly  Noile  of  iron  Chains, 
And  bra?.en  Caudrons  Thou  (halt  rombling  hear, 
Which  thoufand  Sprights  with  long-enduring  Pains 
Doe  tofs,  that  it  will  ftun  thy  feeble  Brains ; 
And  oftentimes  great  Groans-,  and  grievous.))  Stounds, 
When  too  huge  Toil  and  Labour  Them  coniirains, ' 
And  oftentimes  loud  Stiokes,  and  ringing  Sounds 
From  under  that  deep  Rock  molt  horribly  rebounds. 

*  Fairy  Queen,  Book  3.  Canto  3.  f  Dwel/ing- 

flace.  *"  J  Cave.  ££  unawares. 

\  Lamentations. 

«  The 
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"  TheCaufe,  fome /ay,  in  this.     A  little  while 
"  Before  that  Mer/in  dv'd,  He  did  intend 
A  Brazen  Wall  in  Com  pa  Is  to  compile 
About  Cairmardin,  and  did  it  commend 
Unto  theie  SprightSj  to  bring  to  perfe&.Bnd. 
During  which  Work,  the  Lady  of  the  Lake, 
Whom  long  He  lov'd,  for  Him  in  Hafte-did  fend, 
\Vli3  thereby  forc'd  his  Workmen  to  forfakc, 
Them  bound,  till  his  Return,    their  Labour  not  to 

Hike.  •   . 

'*  In  the  mean  Time,  through  that  falfe  Lad-fs  Train, 
"  He  was  furpriz'd,  and  buried  under   *  Bere, 
"  Ne  ever  to  his  Work  rettlrn'd  again  ; 
"  f  Nathlefs  thofe  Fiends  may  not  their- Work  forbear, 
"  So  greatly  his  Commanderrient  They  fear, 
"  But  there  do  toil  and  travail  Day  and  Night, 
"  Until  that  brazen  Wall  They  up  do  re.ir ; 
"  For  Merlin  had  in  Magick  more  Infight, 
"  Than  ever  Him  before,  or  after,  living  Wight. 

"  For  He  by  Words  could  call  out  of  the  Sky 

"  Both  Sun  and  Moon,  and  make  them  Him  obey  ; 

"  The  Land  to  Sea,  and  Sea  to  Main-land  dry, 

"  And  darkfome  Night  He  eke  could  turn  to  Day  ; 

"  Huge  Hofts  of  Men  He  could  alone  difmay, 

"  And  Hofts  of  Men  of  meaneft  Things  could  frame, 

"  When  fo  Him  lilt  his  Enemies  to  \  fray  ; 

<f  That  to  this  Day,  for  Terror  of  his  Fame, 

"  The  Fiends  do  quake,  when  any  Him  to  Them  does 

name. 

"  And,  footh,  Men  fay  that  He  was  not  the  Sou 
"  Of  mortal  Sire,  or  other  living  Wight, 
"  But  wondroufly  begotten  and  begun 
"  By  falfe  Illufion  of  aguUefulSprigkt 

*  A  Load,  or  PreJ/ure,  f  Nevertbelefi. 

"?*i 
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41  On  a  fair  Lady  Nun,  that  whilom  hight 

"  'Mfltifg*,  Daughter  to  Pubidius, 

"  V/ho  was  the  Lord  of  MarthravaWoy  Right, 

"  And  Coofen  unto  King  Amkrojius ; 

"  Whence  He  indued  was  with  Skill  To  marvellous. 

This  Account  of  Merlin's  Pedegree,  in  the  la  ft  Stan- 
7.a,  agrees  very  well  with  That,  which  You  have  al- 
ready given  us  from  the  Diftiottairc  dc  Trcvcux ;  where 
it  is  fa  id  teat  He  WAS  I  c gotten  by  a  Daemon,  fa/fdlncu- 
l;u%  xt'jn  a  Mxid  of  Honour. 

But  how  different  is  his  Situation  at  prefcnt,  from 
what  it  was  in  thole  Times,  of  which  our  Author 
f peaks  ?  Inftead  of  a  dark,  and  doleful  Cavern  upon  the 
Mountains  of  Wales,  inhabited  by  Fiends,  He  hath 
now  zjine  new  Apartment  creeled  for  Him,  upon  one 
of  the  mod  beautiful  Spots  in  England,  where  He  is 
continually  vifited  by  the  Great,  the  G^y,  and  the 
Powerful,  of  both  Sexes.  Inftead  of  the  rattling  of 
Chains,  and  the  Groans  of  unhappy  Sprights,  his  Ears 
are  now  feafied  with  the  Melody  of  Birdf.  and  other 
delightful  Mufiek,  both  natural  and  artificial.  The 
Works  of  the  Learned  iurround  Him,  and  the  celebrat- 
ed Mr.  Stephen  Duck  is  both  his  Houfe-keepcr,  and  his 
Poct-Laureat. 

It  is  true  indeed,  if  We  may  believe  Spcnfer,  that 
He  had  once  the  Honour  of  a  Vifit  from  a  Lady  Er- 
rant ;  and  a  King's  Daughter,  in  his  old  Welfv  Grotto  ; 
but  what  was  That  to  the  Compliments  paid  Him  at 
prefent  ?  Queen  Elizabeth,  attenced  by  her  Maids  of 
Hoasur,  is  his  conftan;  Companion,  and  a  much  greater 
Lady  of  the  Lake,  in  whom  He  may  lafely  confide,  his 
indulgent  Bcnefa&refr. 

I  don't  know  whether  He  defigns  to  employ  Him- 
felr,  for  the  future,  in  the  Arts  of  Prophejy,  or  fr'agick  ; 
i.i  arming  us  againft  difa/lrsus  Events, ' by  foretelling 
them  ;  or  in  working  Miracles,  for  our  Deliverance. 
But  as  We  do  not  ieem  to  ftand  in  any  Need  of  brazen 

Walls, 
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Walls,  otbugeHsJlsofMen,  in  our  prefent  Situation, 
I  could  wifh  He  would  turn  his  Mind  a  little  to  his  o- 
tber  Art ;  and  the  Specimen  You  have  lately  given  us 
of  it  makes  Me  defirous  of  feeing  fome  more  of  his  Pre- 
dittions.  He  would  particularly  oblige  us,  at  this 
critical  Conjuncture,  by  letting  us  know  what  will  be 
the  Iffue  of  the  enfuing  Csngrefs,  if  there  is  to  be  any, 
and  how  it  will  affeft  Us  a  few  Years  hence^ 

In  the  mean  Time,  give  me  Leave  to  make  a  Re- 
mark or  two  upon  one  of  bis  Prophecies,  which  occurs  in 
our  Hiftory,  almovt  five  hundred  Years  ago. 

You  know,  Mr.  WAnvers,  that  the  Wcljb  were  not 
intirely  fubdued  to  the  Englijb  Government,  till  the 
Reign  of  Edward\hc  \fl  ;  though  They  had  agreed  to 
do  Homage  and  pay  Tribute  to  the  Crown  of  England^ 
in  the  Reign  of  his  Father,  Henry  the  3</j  but  taking 
Advantage  of  the  Troubles  of  thofe  Times,  They  en- 
deavoar'd  to  throw  ofF  the  Yoke.  As  foon  therefore  as 
Edward  was  fettled  in  the  Throne,  He  took  a  Refolutr- 
on,  in  the  fall  Place,  to  chaftife  Lezvfllyn,  their  Prince, 
who  had  countenanced  and  affifted  the  Malecontents,  in 
his  Fathers  Reign.  For  this  Purpofe,  having  march'd 
into  Wales  with  a  formidable  Army,  Lewellyi  was  OT 
bliged  to  fubm.it,  upon  very  hard  Terms,  without  ftrik- 
ing  a  Blow ;  but  being  a  Prince  of  an  haughty  Spirit, 
that  could  not  eafily  brook  Subjection,  He  revolted  fbort 
afterwards,  and  endeavour'd  to  free  Hirnfelf  from  it  by 
Force  of  Arms.  All  our  Hiftorians  take  Notice  that 
one  of  die  Reafons,  which  determined  Him  to  this  def- 
perate  Enterprize,  was  an  old,  traditional  Propbefy  ef 
MERLIN  ;  vrz.  //^??  LEOLYN,  (  or  LEWELLYN,  ac- 
cording to  the  Wcljb  Language  )  Jbould  wear  the  Crown 
O/'BRUTUS  j  meaning  the  Crown  of  Britain,  which 
was  fuppoled  to  take  its  Name  from  that  antient  King. 
But  the  Event  fliew'd  that  He  miftnterpreted  the  Pto.- 
fbej'y  ')  for  his  Army  was  not  only  intirely  routed,  an<i 
HimfcIfkiU'd  on  the  Spot,  but  his  Head,  crow n'd  with. 
by,  was  ignoiuinioufly  cxpofed  to  View  upon  the  Walls 

ot 
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of  the  Tower  of  London,  and  his  whole  Country  was  im- 
mediately united  to  the  Crown  of  England. 

It  is  plain  therefore  that  the  Prophecy  could  not  be  de- 
iign'd  for  that  unfortunate  Prince  ;  and,  perhaps,  it  may 
not  yet  be  ful:,ll'd.  Why  fhould  it  not  mean,  for  In- 
ftance,  that  Somebody,  whofe  Name  is  Leo  Lyx,  or  the 
Lynn  of  LYN,  (hall  hereafter  poflefs  Him!elf  of  fuch  ab- 
folute  Power  as  to  foem  a  Sovereign,  and  in  EfFeci  wear 
the  Crown  ?  —  But  1  fubmit  this  Conjecture,  with  great 
Humility,  to  Perfons  better  skilTd  in  fuch  Kinds  of 
Learning  than  Myfelf,  and  am, 

5/7?, 

N.  Tour  unknown  Friend  and  bumble  Servant. 

P.O. 
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Have  lately  received  a  Letter  from  an 
unknown  Hand,  in  Behalf  of  that  cele- 
brated Oculift,  who  hath  lately  per- 
form'd  fuch  wonderful  Cures  in  all  Parts 
of  Europe,  and  is  now  fettled  in  this  Me- 
tropolis, for  the  Benefit  of  his  Feliow- 
£ubje£b.  I?-m  glad  to  find  by  the  publick  Papers  that 
this  Gentleman  hath  been  fo  gracioufly  received  at  Court, 
and  that  there  is  a  Defign  of  makir.g  Him  Operator  in 
ordinary  to  that  Plate  ;  an  Officer,  as  I  apprehend,  who 
hath  been  long  wanted  there,  and  may  be  of  great  Ufe. 
Such  an  Honour  will  be  an  ample  Rev/ard,  as  my  Ci/r- 
refyondent  very  juilly  obfcrves,  for  the  Dcftor^s  great 
Paiiis  in  his  Profe&oa  ;  and  the  Opportunity  it  will  give 

Him 
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Him  of  praftifing  upon  our  Grandees  will,  without 
Doubt,  exceedingly  improve  the  Skill  and  Knowledge, 
which  He  hath  already  acquired.  What  vaft  and  new 
Fields  of  Plea  lure  will  arife  to  our  auguft  Court  ?  Thofe, 
who  are  at  y\tfetxjbort-jtgbted,  will  be  enabled,  by  his 
malterly  Hand,  to  fee  as  far  into  a  Mill-itone  as  other 
People.  The  Narrow-fight ed  will  have  their  Views 
confiderably  extended.  Thofe,  who  labour  under  a 
certain  Malady  of  the  Eye,  by  which  it  is  turn'd  wholly 
inwards  upon  Tbefnfelves,  "will,  by  being  properly 
couch'd,  be  able  to  regard  and.  behold  the  Circumftances 
of  their  Friends  and  Countrymen  with  more  Tendernefs. 
As  for  the  Second-Jigbted,  who  fee  Things  af  a  Diflance, 
or  to  come,  it  is  not  the  Diftemper  of  our  Age,  or  Na- 
tion, and  therefore  I  mall  fay  nothing  about  it. 

But  as  this  Artift  is  faid  to  have  confined  his  Studies 
principally  to  the  Eye,  there  is  Reafon  to  hope  that  He 
will  be  fuccefsful  in  adapting  proper  Remedies  to  every 
Diforder,  to  which  it  is  fubjeft  ;  fnch  as  Blindnefs  ari- 
fing  from  Pride,  Avarice,  and  Ambition  ;  Over-looking  ; 
looking  one  Way  and  reiving  another  ;  fquintirtg,  or  look- 
ing  feveralWay  at  once',  in  fhort,  when  this  Gentleman 

lhall  have  pra&ifed  upon  the  Eyes  of  the  M y,  it  is 

not  to  be  queftion'd  that  They  will  fee  Things  in  a  quite 
different  Light  from  what  They  have  hitherto  done. 
Befides,  when  their  own  Eyes  /hall  be  fully  open'd,  They 
will,  in  all  Likelihood,  be  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  Pleafure  arifing  from  the  right  Ufe  of  this  noble  Or. 
gan,  that  They  will  not  any  longer  endeavour  to  keep 
other  People  in  the  Dark. 

This  leads  Me  to  reflecT:  whether  a  certain  large 

Building,  nearS/.  J 's,  may  not  "be  confider'd  as 

one  of  the  moft  uleful  Hofpitals  in  or  about  Town,  not 
excepting  even  the  famous  Mr.  Ward\-;  for  it  hath  long 
been  oblerved  that  moll  of  the  Objefis,  taken  in  there, 
cannot  fee  at  all,  upon  their  fir  It  Ad  million;  whereas 
They  are  feldom  turn'd  our,  till  They  begin  to  fee  fo 
we'll,  and  fo  dearly,  that  They  would  chufe  to  depart 
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Themfelves,  and  make  Room  for  Others.  There  is  in- 
deed, at  this  Time,  one  lufty  blind  Man,  in  that  Hoipital, 
who  is  grown  very  remarkable  for  having  been  there  To 
long;  and  though  He  hath  fuffer'd  diver fe  fevere  Opera- 
tions, which  have  generally  brought  Others  to  their 
Sight,  they  have  had  no  Manner  of  Effeft  upon  Him. 
On  the  contrary,  He  is  accounted  to  grow  worfe  and  worle 
every  Day,  and  it  is  fear'd  will  never  recover  his  Sight, 
unlefs  this  ingenious  Oculifl  takes  Him  in  Hand,  and 
fhould  have  greater  Succefs  than  can  well  be  expefted 
in  fo  obfHnate  a  Cafe. 

There  is  another  Sort  of  Perform,  at  that  End  of  the 
Town,  whom  I  would  particularly  recommend  to  the 
Dollar's  Care  ;  I  mean  Thoje,  who  have  no  vifible  De- 
feft  in  their  Ey;s,  and  yet  a:e  ztlvatty  Jlark  blind.  This 
is  what  theOf«///?J  call  GUTTA  SERENA  ;  and  if  Dr. 
Taylor  hath  any  ipecifick  Remedy  for  it,  He  will  not 
only  deierve  the  Thanks  of  the  whole  Nation,,  but  a 
publick  Reward,  and  even  a  Statue  ;o  his  Memory. 

What  aBleffing  is  it  to  this  Kingdom,  that_/ar£  a  Ge- 
nius fhould  happen  to  arife  at  a  Time,  when  Blindnefs 
is  not  only  the  epidemical,  but  falhionable  Difeafe  ?  A 
Man,  who  pretends  to  make  Ufe  of  his  own  Eyes,  looks 
as  awkard  and  ridiculous  at  the  Play -houfe,  or  the  Ope- 
ra, as  in  other  publick  dfcmbhcs ;  and  therefore  I  am 
afraid  that  powerful  Imerelt  will  be  made  againft  a  ra- 
dical Cure  of  this  Diftemper.  The  ingenious  Mr. 
Scarlet,  no  Doubt,  will  proteit  very  ftrongly  againft  any 
fuch  Attempt ;  ar.d  J  mull  confefs  that  his  Cafe  wbuld  - 
be  very  hard,  not.  only  as  his  Majeft ft  Optician,  ljut  like- 
wife  as  He  hath  made  all  Defi.cl i  of  the  Eyes  his  chief 
Study  for  nuny  Years,  and  fuj:  ply' J  moft  of  the  Nobi- 
lity and  Ger;tiy  of  this  Kingdom  with  artificial  ones, 
which  He  bath  now  brought  to  the  utrnoft  Perfection. 
I  fhou'.d  thciefore  be  ferry  to  fee  Him  deprived  cf  the 
Frui.-<  ->f  hi.-  Labour  ;  but  This  being  a  Scheme  for  the 
publick  GW,  I  would  humbly  propose  that  a  proper  Re- 
compence  fhould  be  made  Him  by  Pariizuient,  if  it 

Ihoa'd 
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fhould  take  Effeft,  as  is  ufual  in  Cafes  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture. 

There  is,  however,  one  or  two  Species  of  tbis  Dif- 
temper,  which  neither  the  Oculift,  nor  the  Optician  caa 
remedy.  Theory?  is  what  Cicero  calls  Ctfcitas  Mentis, 
or  intellectual  Elindnefs.  There  are  Multitudes  of 
People  afflided  with  this  Malady,  in  all  Countries,  but 
particularly  in  England  i  Men,  who  are  continually 
groping  about  in  the  Dark,  with  their  Eyes  broad  open  ; 
or,  as  the  Scripture  emphatically  exprefles  it,  Eyes  have 
They  and  fee  not.  Mrs.  Osborne  izzms  to  allude  to  theic 
mental  Organs  in  her  laft  Paper,  which  She  begins  thus ; 
an  bone/}  M  i N D  mujl  SEE,  &c.  B ut  I  hope  She  does  not 
mean  her  own  ;  for  though  it  is  much  doubted  whether 
She  hath  a  Grain  of  Honefty,  every  Body  knows  that  her 
intelleSval  Opticki  are  fo  totally  obfcured  by  a  Deflufti- 
on  of  peccant  Humours,  which  She  calls  Reajming,  that 
She  may  cry  out  with  Sampfon,  or  Milton,  in  a  meta- 
phorical Senfe, 

O  dark,  dark,  dai'k,  a  mid  ft  tie  Blaze  of  Nam  j 
Irrecoverably  dark  ;  total  Eclipje, 
Without  all  Hope  of  Day  ! 

But  not  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  Co  low  an  Objetf, 
let  us  return  to  blind  Men  of  State;  who-,  notwithitand- 
ing  this  Infirmity,  are  the  moft  remarkable  of  all  People 
in  the  World  for  an  Itch  of  meddling  in  Bufinefs,  and 
thrulting  their  Nofes  into  every  Body's  Affairs;  fo  that 
Horaces  Supporition, 


Cascus   Iter  monftrare  velit, 


utfi 


is  not  fo  extraordinary  as  it  may  be  imagined.  We  have 
not  only  feen  the  Blind  leading  the  Blind,  which  is  ridi- 
culous enough,  but  even  pretending  to  guide  Thofe, 
who  have  their  Eye-fight  in  full  Perfection ;  and,  like 

Jack 
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J ' ack  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  running  their  Heads  againft 
a  Poll  at  Noon-day.  Motiere  hath  rallied  the.re  intellec- 
tual Buzzards  with  a  great  deal  of  Humour,  in  his 
Comedy  cali'd  F  Eteurdi,  or  the  Blunderer;  from 
whence  Dryden  hath  taken  his  Sir  Martin  Marrall,  one 
of  the  moft  numerous  and  flourifhing  Families,  at  this 
Day,  in  England.  I  lately  took  fome  Notice  of  the 
two  chief  Branches,  of  it,  who  are  Brothers,  and  fo  near- 
ly ally'd  in  leveral  Reipects,  as  well  as  by  Blood,  that 
it  is  tomew'hat  difficult  to  know  Them  a  fonder.  The 
chief  Difference  between  Them  is,  that  One  of  Them 
chufes  to  blunder  at  home,  and  the  Other  abroad  ;  from 
whence  the  former  is  generally  allow'd  to  be  the  viij'cr 
of  the  two  ;  for  nothing  makes  a  Man  fo  rid  iculous  as 
%r4etlfingt  without  Parts,  and  expofing  Himfelf  in 
foreign  Countries.  Yet  fuch  is  the  Folly  and  Vanity  of 
this  Age,  that  every  Blockhead  thinks  Himfelf  qualify 'd 
to  fee  the  World,  as  the  Phrafc  runs,  and  make  a  Figure 
in  the  greateft  Courts  of  Europe.  Mr.  Marrall,  the 
younger,  was  ieized  very  early  with  this  filly  Ambition  ; 
and,  having  met  with  fome  fort  of  Encouragement  at 
fir  ft,  hath  fpent  molt.  Part  of  his  Time  ever  lince  in 
rambling  about  the  World,  upon  fome  romantick  Ad- 
venture or  other.  Nay,  He  hath  the  Aflurance  to  do 
This  under  the  Pretence  of publick  Good,  and  gives  Him- 
felf the  Air  of  a  Lackhart,  a  Stair,  or  a  Chefterfield.* 
though  it  is  notorious  that  He  hath  travel'd  his  Coun- 
try, as  well  as  Himfelf,  into  fych  Contempt,  by  his 
abfurd  and  fcandalous  Behaviour,  that  it  will  require 
much  Time  and  Abilities  to  fet  us  right  again  in  the 
Opinion  r>1  the  World. 

When  a  Man  of  this  Caft  wriggles  Himfelf  into  pub- 
lick  Buftnefs,  He  generally  behaves  as  if  He  were  play- 
ing  at  Blindmaifs  Buff" ;  and,  having  blunder'd  about 
from  Place  to  Place,  till  He  is  tired,  thinks  Himfelf  well 
off,  if  He  can  catch  hold  of  any  Body  to  ac\  the  fame 
foolifh  Pranks  over  again.  But  the  great  Affairs  of 
Nations  ought  not  to  be  fported  with  in  this  childifh 

Man- 
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Manner;  and  I  muft  put  the  chief  Powers  of  Europe 'in 
mind  that  it  is  beneath  Them  to  take  any  Advantage  of 
facb  a  contemptible  Wretch ;  it  being  highly  ungenerous, 
as  well  as  unchriftian,  to  lead  the  BLIND  out  of  the 
Way. 

Another  Kind  of  this  Diftemper,  which  is  beyond 
both  the  Ocu  lift's  and  Optician's  Art,  con  fills  of  Thofe, 
who  can  Jee,  but  won't  fee,  and  fliut  their  own  Eyes 
againil  all  difagreeable  Objefts,  that  prefent.  themfelves 
to  Them. 

This  voluntary  Privation  of  Sight  arifes  from  different 
Caules  and  Motives.  Give  me  Le^e  to  mention  a 
few,  which  occur  to  Me  at  prefent. 

In  Some,  it  is  occafion'd  by  a  natural  Pufillanimity, 
which  will  not  fufter  Them  to  exert  Themfelves  againft 
bad  Meafures,  however  They  may  difapprove  them  in 
their  Hearts  ;  and  therefore  think  it  the  moll:  plaufible 
Way  tobeodzoink  Themfelves,  pretending  not  to  fee  the 
Confequences  of  Inch  Measures  ;  or,  at  leaft,  not  in  the 
fame  Light  with  other  People.  J  have  now  in  my  Eye 
feveral  Perfons,  of  this  Stamp,  who  fee  a<s  plainly  as  any 
Men  in  England,  and  know  They  are  following  a  faffe 
Guide;  but  are  deter'd,  by  I  know  not  what,  from 
delivering  their  Opinion,  or  acting  according  to  it ; 
though,  perhaps,  They  perfonally  hate  the  Man,  who 
impoles  upon  Them,  in  this  Manner,  and  would  be  the 
full  to  join  in  his  Overthrow,  as  foon  as  They  mould 
fee  all  the  Obftacles  removed  out  of  their  Way.  Thefe 
Men  ar£  juft  like  fome  religious  Bigots,  whofe  Confci- 
ences  inwardly  reproach  Them  with  being  in  the 
wrong,  and  yet  dare  not  go  out  of  their  eld  Road,  left  it 
fliould  draw  upon  Them  the  Cenfure  of  their  Acquain- 
tance, or  fome  other  trifling  Inconvenience,  which  They 
have  not  Courage  enough  to  bear. 

There  are  Others,  upon  whom  the  Eye;  of  a  Wmifler 
have  fuch  a  fa fc mating  Power,  or  evil  Influence,  that 
They  will  not  believe  their  own,  though  they  direfUy 
contradict  what  is  offbr'd  to  Them.  —  This  Kir.d  of 

Elind- 
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Blindnefs  proceeds  from  Party -Zeal,  perfonalFriendfoip, 
AfeQion,  Prejudice,  and  other  Caufes  of  the  like  Na- 
ture. 

Sane,  again,  arc  deprived  of  their  Sight  by  a  Senfe  of 
Guilt,  which  obliges  Them  to  connive  at  all  the  Iniqui- 
ties of  their  Leaders  and  Confederates,  under  whofe  Pa- 
tronage They  fhared  in  the  Spoils  of  their  Country,  and 
by  whofe  Protection  alone  They  hope  to  \x.fcreer?dfrom 
Punijhment. 

But  nothing  contributes  to  this  toilful  Blindnefs  fb 
much  as  a  certain  Eye-Powder,  which  is  at  prefent  in 
great  Vogue  ;  and,  contrary  to  Dr.  Taylor's  Medicines, 
ftrikes  the  Patient  mod  agreeably  blind,  inftead  of  rc- 
itoring  Him  to  Sight.  It  is  wonderful  to  conceive, 
what  Eftefts  this  Powder  hath  had,  of  late  Years,  up- 
on People  of  all  Ranks ;  and  God  knows  how  much 
farther  it  may  ftill  go,  if  it  does  not  foon  receive  fuch  u 
Check  from  Authority,  as  fo  mijchievous  a  Remedy  dc- 
ferves ;  for 

Pulveris  exigui  Jaftu — — 

Throw  but  a  little  of  this  Dufl  in  a  Man's  Eyes,  smd 
it  is  ten  to  one  but  He  immediately  grows  as  blind  aj 
a  Beetle.  1  have  feen  this  Experiment  often  try'd  in 
Publick  upon  two  or  three  hundred  People  at  once  ;  and 
it  gives  Me  no  fmall  Uneafinefs  to  rind  in  how  few 
Cafes  it  ever  faiPd.  As  foon  as  the  Operation  is  over, 
They  are  all  faften'd  together,  and  led  about  the  Houfe 
by  a  Dog  and  a  String,  to  the  Scandal  of  human  Na- 
ture, and  the  eternal  Dimonour  of  zfree  Country. 

But  when  We  refledl  on  the  prefent  State  of  Europe 
in  genera],  and  the  particular  Circumftances  of  this  Na- 
tion, both  at  home  and  abroad,  there  is  too  much  Rea- 
fo.i  to  apprehend  that  the  Eyes  of  the  People  will  foon 
be  open'd,  whether  They  will  or  no  i  and  lean  only 
\vifn  that  it  may  not  be  too  late !  D.  R. 


SAT  URDAY, 
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|F  all  the  Reigns  in  the  Englijb  Hiftory, 
from  the  Conquejt  to  the  Revolution,  (for 
I  muft  not  go  any  farther  downwards) 
That  of  EDWARD  the  3d  feems  to  make 
the  moft  fliining  Figure;  whether  We 
confider  the  glorious  Exploits  of  his 
Arms  abroad,  or  the  more  illuftrious  Tenor  of  his  Con- 
duct at  home. 

WhiHt  Mrs.  Osborne  therefore  is  plodding  on  in  her 
old  Track,  without  any  Adversary,  and  exerting  all  her 
Force  to  prove  that  the  Revolution  delivered  Us  from* 
feveral  Grievances  of  former  Times,  I  will  take  a  fhort 
Review  of  .that  Reign,  and  fee  whether  fome  Traces  of 
Liberty,  or  Marks  of  a  free  Conftitutiofl,  may  not  be 
difcoyer'd  in  it. 

It  muft  be  confefs'd  that  this  Reign  began  as  infa- 
moufly  as  That  of  of  his  Father,  Edward  the  zd,  ended. 
But  This  was  owing  to  the  young  King's  Minority,  who 
\v*$. \3VitJif teen  Tears  of  Age,  when  He  afcended  the 
Throne,  and  to  the  vile  Management  of  the  iQueen,  and 
her  Favourite,  Mtrtimer,  who  feized  the  whole  Ad- 
nnniflration  into  their  own  Hands,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prefs  Provifion  of  Parliament,  which  had  nominated 
twelve  Regents  out  of  the  principal  Lords  of  the  King- 
dom. It  could  not  be  expefled  that  a  Potuer,  thus 
unlawfully  ufurp'd,  mould  be  well  executed;  for  as 
tbefe  traiterous  Paramours  had  nothing  farther  at  Heart 
than  fecuring  Themfelves  in  the  PofleiEon  of  their  ill- 
gotten  Authority,  and  the  Enjoyment  of.  their  brutal 
^Prtjfions,  the  Interefts  and  Honour  of  England  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  thofe  Ends.  Accordingly,  having 
Vox..  XIV.  R  •  few 
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fent  the  young  King  upon  a  fruitlefs  Expedition  a  gain  ft 
the  S«Af,  with  whom  Mortimer  was  fufpected  of  holds' 
ing  a  fecret  Correfpondence,  They  took  this  Opportu- 
nity of  compleating  their  Defigns  againll  his  ufifcrtu~ 
nnte  Father,  whofe  grievous  Ufage  began-  to  excite  the 
People's  Compaffion,  and  ftir  up  Commotions.  In  on- 
der  therefore  to  free  Themfelves  from  all  Apprehen- 
fions,  upon  that  Account,  They  perpetrated  the  moil 
unnatural  and  horrible  Murder,  that  is  to  be  found  in 
tny  Hiftory. 

Mr.  Rapids  Obfervationupon  the  tragical  Cataftrophe 
of  this  unhappy  Prints  is  very  juft,  and  worthy  of  No- 
tice ;  z'fZ.  "'He  was  a  Sufferer  bimfclf,  for  not  having 
"  had  the  Resolution  to  punifh  hi 3  Favourites;  'an  im- 
"  portant  Lefibn  for  all  Princes,  but  which  few  are  fo 
*'  wife  as  to  be  the  better  for. 

Having  thus  put  a  Stop  to  all  their  Fear?,  for-  the 
•prefent,  They  endeavour'd  to  divert  the  Attention  of 
the  Publick  from  their  owti  hellijh  Aftiom,  by  the  young 
King's  Marriage  with  Pbilippa  of  Hainault,  and  the 
Coronation  of  his»w  Queen  ;  two  Things,  which  will 
always  ferve  to  amufe  People  for  a  Time,  and  turn  off 
their  Eyes  from  more  momentous  Affairs.  But  I  muft 
do  Queen  Ifabella  the  Jultice  to  acknowledge  that,  what- 
ever mights- be  her  Ddign  in  concluding  this  Match,  it 
happened  to  prove  very  fortunate,  and  contributed  to 
the  Glories  of  her  Son's  Reign. 

Soon  after  thefe  Ceremonies  were  over,  They  patch'd 
up  a  molt  Scandalous  Peace  w.ith  Scotland,  and  a  very 
indifferent  one  with  France.  By  the  firmer,  They  obli- 
ged the  King  not  only  to  depart  from  all  his  Preten- 
iions  to  Scsttand,  but  to  give  up  the  Records  and  In- 
firumenti,  by  \\  hich  the  Kings  of  England  had  afferted 
their  Right  of  Sovereignty  ever  that  Kingdom,  and  even 
to  reftore  the  Regalia,  which  Edward  the  ift  had  fei- 
ztd  at  Edinburgh.  In  fhort,  They  left  nothing  un- 
done to  annul  all  future  Claims  upon  the  Crown  of 
that  Kingdom-1,  and,  to  make  this  ignominious  Treaty  as 

binding 
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binding  as  poffible,  They  confirm'd  it  by  a  Marriage 
between  David,  Prince  of  Scotland,  and  Joanna,  the 
Kings  Sifter ;  which  was  foon  after  folemnized,  tho* 
They  were  both  Children.  Here  was  another  Wedding 
to  d'azxk  the  Eyes  of  the  People;  but  They  were  fcr 
much  dilgulted  with  fuch  a  Jbameful  Treaty,  that  They 
exclaim'd  very  loudly  againll  the  Authors  of  it;  and 
even  the  Scots,  who  gain'd  fo  much  by  it,  could  not 
forbear  calling  the  young  Bride,  by  Way  of  Derifton,. 
Joan  Make-Peace.  However,  the  Queen  and  Marti-- 
mer  had  got  a  Parliament  fb  thoroughly  at  their  De- 
votion, that  They  confirm'd  the  Treaty,  .  and  created 
Mortimer,  the  Negotiator  of  it,  Earl  of  March,  as  a 
Reward  for  his  pretended  Services. 

Yet  notwithitanding  all  ihefe  Artifices,  and  the  Sanc- 
tion of  a  Time-ferving  Parliament,  the  Difcontcnts  of 
the  Nation  continued  to  increafe,  and  fpread  amongft 
fbme  of  the  greatefl  Men  In  the  Kingdom  ;  particularly 
Henry,  Earl  of  Lancafler,  who  was  appointed  Prejidext 
cfthe  Regency  by  an  Ordinance  of  Parliament,  but  ex- 
cluded from  all  Share  in  it,  by  the  Practices  of  Morti- 
mer and  the  Queen-Mother.  Fired  with  a  jiilt  Refent- 
ment  againlt  fuch  Proceedings,  He  form'd  a  Plan  to  re- 
drefs  the  Grievances  of  the  Government ;  in  which  He 
was  join'd  by  the  Earls  of  Kent  and  Norfolk,  the  King^s 
Uncles,  with  feveral  other  Lords  of  great  Note  and  In- 
terelt  ;  but  this  Affectation  being  directly  levell'd  againft 
the  Queen  and  the  Earl  of  March,  They  were  foon  ap- 
prized of  it,  and  having  Itill  the  Afcendency  over  the 
King,  They  deluded  Him  into  a  Belief  that  it  was  in- 
tended againlt:  Him.  The  young  King,  who  did  not 
fufpedl:  the  Truth  of  their  Information,  refolved  to  treat 
the  Malcontents  as  Rebels,  and  Things  were  actually 
drawing  to  the  lait  Extremity;  but  They  were  happily 
accommodated  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who 
interpofed  his  good  Offices  with  great  Zeal,  and  pro- 
cured the  Malcontents  a  Pardon,  upon  cafy  Terms, 
two  or  three  excepte'd,  who  were  only  baniih'H. 

R  2  The 
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The  Earl  of  March  pretended  a  great  Regard  and  Af- 
feftion  for  the  Princes,  upon  this  Occafion  ;  but  leered y 
enterfain'd  a  violent  Refentment  againft  Them,  which 
loon  broke  out  againft  the  Earl  of  Kent,  and  could  be 
appeafed  by  nothing  but  his  Head.  This  unhappy  Prince, 
who  was  a  very  honefl  Man  with  fmaLl  Abilities,  fuf- 
fcr'd  Himfelf  to  be  drawn  into  one  of  the  moft  unac- 
countable Plots,  that  was  ever  forged.  The  Queen  and 
her  Minion,  his  two  fvvorn  Enemies,  planted  ibmefalie 
Friends  about  Him,  who  fuggefted  that  his  Brother* 
Edward  &z  zd,  was  ftill  alive,  and  kept  under  a  rigo- 
lous  Confinement  in  Corfe  Caflle.  Upon  Enquiry  in- 
to this  Story,  He  found  it  confirmed  by  fb  many  Cir- 
cuinttances,  artfully  laid  in  his  Way,  that  He  refolved 
to  undertake  the  Deliverance  of  his  Brctber,  and  hed 
the  Imprudence  to  give  the  Gcverxor  of  the  Cajlle  a 
Letter,  directed  to  Edward,  in  which  He  promifed  Him 
his  bed  Endeavours  to  gain  his  Liberty.  The  Governor, 
who  was  in  the  Secret,  immediately  carried  this  Letter 
to  the  Queen,  and  She  fhew'd  it  to  the  King,  her  Son, 
as  a  Proof  of  his  Unclis  dangerous  Practices.  He  was 
foon  after  impeach'd  upon  ir,  condemn'd,  and  exe- 
cuted; for  the  King  was  fo  clofely  befet  by  his  Mother 
and  the  Earl  of  March,  'that  nobody  could  get  near 
Him,  to  intercede  for  that  Prince's  Pardon.  Nay,  it 
is  even  affirm'd  that  the  King  knew  nothing  of  the  Sen- 
tence pafs'd  upon  his  Uncle,  or  of  his  Execution,  till  it 
was  too  late  to  prevent  it. 

But  Affairs  foon  took  another  Turn  ;  for  the  King,  who 
was  not  yet  of  Age,  but  of  a  Difcernment  uncommon 
to  his  Years,  began  to  grow  fufpicious  of  his  Mother 
and  her  Favourite.  As  foon  as  This  was  perceived  at 
Court,  there  were  Perfons  enough  to  give  Him  Infor- 
mation how  Matters  flood  ;  and  He  was  fo  wife  as  to 
lend  an  Ear  to  Them.  By  theie  Mean;,  being  fully 
apprized  of  their  fcandalous  ConducT:,  He  relblvcd  to 
diveft  Them  of  their  Power,  and  bring  Them  to  con- 
dign PunUhment.  Accordingly,  having  ieized  Mor- 
timer 
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timer  by  a  Stratagem,  and  lent  Him  to  the  Tower,  He 
call'd  a  ff;70  Parliament,  and  exhorted  the  People  to 
chufe/#f£  Reprefentdtives  as  had  the  Intereft  of  their 
Country  more  at  Heart  than  the  former. 

A  Parliament  being  chofen,  agreeable  to  this  Re- 
commendation, the  King,  in  his  Speech,  complain'd  to 
Them  of  his  Mother's  Conduft ;  and  told  Them  that, 
with  their  Confent,  He  defign'd  to  take  the  Reins  cf 
Government  into  his  own  Hands.  The  Parliament  joy- 
fully accepted  this  Propofal,  and  defired  nothing  more 
than  to  fee  the.  Nation  relieved  from  the  Tyranny  of 
the  late  Adminift  ration. 

The  King,  being  thus  freed  from  the  Dominion  cf 
his  Governors,  thought  it  incumbent  upon  Him,  in  the 
firft  Place,  to  do  the  People  Juftice  upon  Thofe,  who 
had  mifgovern'd  Them  in  his  Name.  Upon  this  Prin- 
ciple, He  reduced  the  Queen-Mother's  exorbitant  Dowry 
to  a  Penfion  of  an  hundred.  Pounds  a  Year,  and  impri- 
fon'd  her  for  Life.  As  for -the  Earl  of  March,  He  was 
impeach'd,  condemn'd,  and  executed,  for  a  Traytor, 
on  the  common  Gallows  at  Tyburn,  withqut  any  Evi- 
dence heard  again  ft  Him,  or  being  fuffer'd  to  fpeak  in 
his  cnon  Defence ;  jull  as  He  had  ferved  the  Spencers, 
fome  Years  before.  One  of  the  Articles  of  Imp eich- 
ment  againft  Him  was,  that  He  bad  placed  about  the 
King's  Pcrfon  People,  mho  were  Spies  upon  a/I  his  Ac- 
tions ;  that  He  might  not  be  able  to  free  Himfelf  from 
the  Subjection  He  was  kept  in. 

From  this  Time,  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  $d  be- 
gan to  appear  in  its  full  Luftre.  His  two  great  Defigns 
were  no  lefs  than  the  Conqueft  of  Scotland  and  France  ; 
but  as  it  was  impoflible  for  Him  to  embark  in  both  thefe 
Undertakings  at  once,  He  began  with  Scotland',  and  if 
He  was  obliged  to  make  Uie  of  a  little  Infmcerity,  on 
that  OccaJion,  it  m-uft  be  imputed  to  that  dijbonourable 
Peace,  in  which  the  Queen  and  Mortimer  had  invol- 
ved Him,  during  his  Minority,  and  from  which  it  was 
neceflary  to  difengage  the  Nation.  For  that  Purpoie, 
He.  encouraged  and  fupported  Edward  'Baliol,  whofe 
R  3  Father 
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Father  had  been  placed  on  the  Throne  of  Scotland  by 
Edward  the  \ft,  and  afterwards  depofed  by  Him,  in 
afferting  his  Right  to  that  Crown.  He  likewife  made 
feveral  Expeditions  into  Scotland  himfelf,  at  the  Head 
of  powerful  Armies,  and  attacked  Them  with  fo  much 
Vigour,  that  He  made  the  young  King  retire  into  Trance, 
and  fet  Batiol  on  the  Throne.  When  He  had  thus  re- 
duced his  Borderers,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  He  turn'd 
his  Thoughts  to  his  next  grand  Defign  againft  France, 
and  invaded  it  in  Form,  when  He  was  but  twenty-Jive 
Tears  of  Age.  In  This  He  was  equally  fucccfsful,  not- 
withftanding  the  many  Difficulties  He  labour'd  under  ; 
and  after  feveral  glorious  Victories,  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,  carry 'd  his  Arms  up  to  the  very  Gates  of  Paris. 
But  his  military  Atchievemcnts  are  fo  well  known, 
that  it  is  unnecefTary  to  enlarge  upon  them  here  ;  and, 
perhaps,  we  (hall  be  told  again,  by  Mrs.  Osborne,  that 
it  is  true  King  Edward  the  ^d.  was  a  BRAVE  FIGHT- 
ING  TRINCE;  but  This  is  a  dreadful  Example  to  re- 
tommend  to  us  ;  and  that  Providence  could  hardly  fend 
Us  a  worfe  Plague  than  a  FIGHTING  KING.  I  (hall 
therefore  mention  but  one  of  his  Exploits,  which  I  am 
fure  will  pleale  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation,  at  leaft, 
and  is  thus  related  by  Monf.  Rapin. 

"  How  great  foever  might  be  the  Glory,  which 
*'  Edward  had  acquired  hitherto,  He  difdain'd  not  to 
hazard  his  Reputation  in  an  Affair,  which  feem'd 
below  his  Notice.  But  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Cou- 
rage would  not  fufTer  Him  to  weigh  too  nicely  fuch 
Sort  of  Confederations.  The  Merchants  having 
brought  Complaints  to  Him  of  certain  Spant/h  Ships, 
which  infefted  the  Coafts  of  England,  and  did  Them 
much  Damage,  He  promifed  to  clear  the  Sea  of  them. 
To  that  End,  having  got  together  fuch  of  his  Ships 
of  War  as  were  fooneft  ready,  He  refolved  to  go 
Him'.elf,  and  give  Chafe  to  the  Corfairs.  He  fought 
and  defeated  Them  ;  took  twenty  of  their  Ships; 
funk  many  more  ;  and  difperfed  the  reft.  This 
AEliw,  though  in  itfdfof  no  great  Importance,  ap- 

"  pear'd. 
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"  pear'd  to  Him  fo  glorious,  that  He  caufed  a  gold 
"  Medal  to  be  (truck,  on  which  He  was  reprefented  on 
"  Board  a  Ship  wijh  his  Cutlafs  in  his  Hand,  in  order 
«'  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  it. 

Having  thus  render'd  the  Englijb  Arms  formidable 
in  all  Parts  of  the  World,  He  confented  to  a  Peace  with 
France,  upon  Terms  very  glorious  for  Himfelf,  and  not 
unreafonable  with  Regard  to  France,  confidering  her 
Circumftances  at  that  Time,  when  the  King  was  a  Pri- 
foner  in  "England,  and  his  Dominions  dilturb'd  with 
inteftine  Commotions.  One  of  the  Articles  of  this  fa- 
mom  Treaty  ( which  was  negotiated  in  feven,  or  eight 
Days)  was,  that  all  former  Treaties  Jhould  be  void\ 
and  that  neither  of  the  two  Kings  Jhould  make  any  Ufe 
of  them  for  the  future ;  by  which  They  wifely  reduced 
all  their  Pretenfions,  on  both  Sides,  to  one  jpecifick 
Treaty,  and  avoided  the  ridiculous  Dilemma  of  being 
embarrafs'd  with  contradictory  Engagements.  D. 

To  be  concluded  in  our  next. 
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The  Conclusion  of  our  lajl. 

U  T  what  I  would  particularly  point 
out  to  the  Reader,  in  this  King's  Reign, 
is  his  Charafter  and  Conduct  in  the  do- 
mejlick  Part  of  his  Government ;  and, 
indeed,  it  is  hardly  poffible  that  ^Prince, 
who  was  fo  remarkable  for  the  moft  he- 
roic Generofity  to  his  vanqui/b'd  Enemies,  mould  treat 
his  own  Subjefts  with  Rigour  and  Severity.  He  was  fo 
far  from  ailing  like  a  Monarch^  who  thought  Himfelf 

inverted 
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inverted  with  abfolute  Power,  that  He  always  cultivated 
the  Afteftions  of  his  People,  in  their  aUeffive  Capa^ 
(rty,  and  feldom  undertook  any  great  Enterprize,  with- 
out the  Advice  and  Concurrence  of  their  Reprefenta- 
tives.  The  many  excellent  Laws,  made  in  his  Reign» 
and  fcarce  to  be  parallel'd  in  any  other,  bear  fufficient 
Teftimony  of  his  great  Regard  for  the  Good  of  the  Na- 
tion, and  will  forever  endear  his  Name  to  Pofterhy. 

The  firR  I  (hall  mention  was  the  Statute  of  TRJEAT 
SONS;  the  beft  Security  of  the  Lives,  Liberties  and 
Eftates  of  the  Subject,  that  was  ever  obtain'd  of  the 
Crown,  not  excepting  even  Magna  Cbarta,  and  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A 'ft  themfelves ;  for  till  this  AR  was 
pafs'd,  Treafon  was  fo  indefinite  a  Crime,  that  it  might 
be  conftrued  to  fignify  any  Thing,  by  the  Help  of  a 
little  State-Law,  which  a  King,  or  a  Minifter,  had  a 
Mind  to  punifli  as  fuch.  Thus  We  are  told,  in  our 
Law-Books,  that  killing  the  King's  Brother,  or  only  his 
MeJ/enger,  was  taken  to  be  included  in  it.  Nay,  even 
P»pularity  was  held  to  be  Treafon,  as  an  Incroachment 
on  royal  Power,  or  tending  to  diminim  the  Dignity  of 
tbe  Crown.  But  this  wife  andjuft  Law  put  an  End  to 
all  fuch  fcandalous  Practices,  as  far  as  it  was  poffible  for 
Laws  to  do  it,  by  afcertaining  the  Nature  of  Treafon, 
and  enumerating  the  feveral  Species  of  it.  The  great 
End  of  the  Legislature  in  this  Aft  was  to  abolifh  all 
(cnftrufiive  Tte.afon,  or  the  Art  of  putting  People  to 
Death,  under  that  Pretence,  by  Innuendo ;  nothing  be- 
ing to  be  deem'd  Treafon,  for  the  future,  but  what  is 
particularly  and  literally  declared  to  be  fuch,  by  that 
Aft.  There  was,  indeed,  one  pernicious  Claufe  in  it, 
at  firft,  which  empower'd  the  King  and  the  Parliament 
to  declare  other  Crimes  Treafon,  befides  Thofe  fpecify'd 
in  it ;  but  This  was  afterwards-  repeal'd,  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Mary,  and  the  Statute  before-mention'd  was 
made  the  only  Standard  of  Treafon  ;  fo  that  nothing  is 
Treafon,  at  this  Day,  but  what  is  declared  fo  by  the 
25th  of  Edward  the  3d,  or  by  fome  Statute  iince  the 
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jft  of  Mary  ;  for  it  muft  be  obferved  that  feveral  Of- 
fences have  been  made  Treafon  by  modern  Statutes^ 
which  were  not  fo  before,  and  fome  even  fince  the  Re- 
volution.  •-• 

Another  beneficial  Law,  made  in  the  fame  Reign, 
was  the  Statute  ofPrtemunire;  by  which  the  People  of 
England  were  rellrain'd,  under  fevere  Penalties,  from 
carrying  any  Caufes  into  foreign  Courts,  the  Cognizance 
of  which  belong'd  to  the  Kin£s  Courts  ;  for  the  Prac- 
tice of  Appeals  to  Rome,  and  Citations  from  thence,  was 
grown  to  fuch  an  Height,  that  the  People  were  not 
only  harrafs'd  with  frequent  Journeys  thither,  to  folli- 
cit  their  AfFahs,  but  great  Sums  of  Money  were  conti- 
nually carry'd  out  of  the  Kingdom,  which  never  came 
back  again. 

To  This  was  added  another  Aft,  to  the  fame  Purpofe* 
calPd  the  Statute  ofProvifors  ;  by  which  all  EccleiiaiU- 
cal  Perfons  were  prohibited,  under  the  like  Penalties,  fo 
procure,  or  accept  any  Prsvifions  from  the  Court  of 
Rome  ',  That  is,  Collations  to  any  BiJkopricR',  Dignity, 
or  other  Benefice,  before  the  Incumbent  was  dead,  con- 
trary to  the  Rights  of  the  King,  the  Chapters,  or  par- 
ticular Patrons.  This  was  likewife  come  to  fuch  a 
Pafs,  that  there  was  fcarce  any  Church-Preferment, 
great  or  fmall,  to  which  the  Popes  had  not  ufurp'd  the 
Nomination,  either  by  Virtue  of  their  apoftolick  Power, 
or  by  trumping  up  fome  Objections  againft  the  Party 
defied.  What  added  to  this  Grievance  was,  that  moll 
of  the  Benefices,  difpofed  of  by  the  Pope,  were  conferM 
on  foreigner 's,  who  received  the  Profits  of  them,  withr 
out  ever  refiding.  This  was  another  conftant  Drain  of 
the  national  Wealth,  befides  what  was  likewife  fwal- 
low'd  up,  in  the  fame  voracious  Gulf,  by  Legates,  Nun- 
eio"s,  fir  ft  Fruits,  Peter-Pence,  and  other  Impofuions  of 
thole  Times. 

But  the  tzvo  Atfs  before-mention'd,  of  Pramunire 
and  Provifors,  went  a  great  Way  in  redrafting  thefe 
Evils  j.  and,  with  the  Statute  <&  Mortmain,  in  the  Reign 

of 
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of  Edward  the  I/?,  laid  the  firft  Foundation  oflhaking 
ofF  the  Pope's  Authority  in  England. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular,  upon  this  Head,  to 
mew  that  even  Ecclefiaftical  Liberty,  with  Relation  to 
temporal  Matters  was  not  at  fo  low  an  Ebb,  in  thole 
Times,  as  fame  Writers  would  have  us  believe. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  fome  No- 
tice of  a  moft  ridiculous  Cavil,  which  hath  been  made 
to  a  Paflage  in  one  of  my  late  Difcourfes  upon  the  ein- 
titnt  Conftitution ;  where,  fpeaking  of  religious  Liberty 
I  obferved  «'  that  if  there  was  no  fuch  Thing  under 
*•*  our  antient  Conjlitution,  the  Reafon  feems  to  be  that 
"  the  whole  Kingdom  was  then  of  the  fame  Opinion, 
"  with  Regard  to  religious  Matters  ;  and  therefore  no- 

*'  body  defired  it,  or  contended  for  it." From 

hence  it  is  plain  that  I  fpoke  only  of  the  fpiritual,  or 
dtSrittal  Parts  of  Religion,  as  I  was  naturally  led  by 
the  Scribbler,  who  gave  Occafion  to  this  Remark  ;  nay, 
to  prevent  all  Milconftruclion,  my  Meaning  is  particu- 
larly explain'd  in  that  very  Paflage ;  where  it  is  faid, 
that  "  if  by  religious  Liberty  is  meant  we  Liberty  of 
*  fitffenthig  from  the  eftablijb'd  Religion,  as  the  Words 
*'  of  our  Author  plainly  import,  &c."  and  yet  thefe 
wretched  Trifiers  have  been  ever  fmce  endeavouring  to 
am'ufe  the  World  with  Declamations  againft  that  tem- 
poral Authority,  which  the  Church  of  Rome  had  ufurp'd 
over  the  Crown,  the  People,  and  even  the  Clergy  them- 
felves ;  though  neither  7%is,  nor  indeed  the  Liberty  of 
dijfenting  from  the  eft  ab  lift?  d  Religion,  had  any  Thing 
to  do  with  our  original  Difpute,  concerning  the  civil 
Part  of  our  Conftitution,  and  particularly  the  Antiquity 
of  Parliaments.  But  fmce  They  have  thought  fit  to 
triumph  fo  muchupin  it,  I  will  take  fome  Opportunity 
of  examining  this  Subject  more  at  large,  both  with  Re- 
ipeft  to  Spirituals  und  Temporals. 

At  prefent  therefore  let  us  proceed,  as  we  propofed 
in  this  Paper,  to  fome  other  Instances  of  King  Edward1* 
gracious  and  benevolent  Difpofuion  to  his  People. 

Befides 
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Beftdes  the  glorious  Atts  already  mentioned,  and  feve- 
rs! others  of  the  fame  Nature,  his  Ears  were  always  open 
to  the  Complaints  of  bis  People,  and  his  Heart  always 
ready  to  concur  in  the  Redrefs  of  their  Grievances.  He 
was  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  fcreen  Delinquents  from 
Enquiry  and  Punimment,  or  fuffering  Others  to  do  it, 
that  we  find  Him  more  than  once  calling  a  Parliament 
for  this  Purpofe,  and  rather  leading  the  Way,  than  giv- 
ing any  Opposition  to  tbofe  Regulations ;  which  They 
thought  neceflary  for  the  publick  Good. 

.  Amongft  other  Things,  it  was  ordain'd  that  all  Plead* 
Ings  and  Judgments  fhould  be  in  the  Englijh  Language, 
initead  of  the  French  or  Norman,  which  had  been .  in 
Ufe  ever  fince  the  Conqueft. 

We  have  formerly  taken  Notice  that  fat  Common 
were  not  only  reprefented  in  the  Parliaments  of  this 
Reign,  but  had  acquired  fo  much  Credit  and  Power, 
that  their  Deputies  would  not  confent  to  fame  Taxes, 
\vhich  were  demanded  of  Them,  without  conferring 
with  their  Principal;. 

It  ought  farther  to  be  remember'd,  to  the  immortal 
Honour  of  this  Prince,  that  He  confirm'd  Magna 
Cbarta  ten  feveral  Times,  during  his  Reign  ;  and  This-, 
too,  without  any  Compulfion,  or  Conftraint,  from  the 
Neceffity  of  his  Affairs,  as  was  the  Cafe  of  his  Prede- 
cejfors ;  but  of  his  own  free  Accord,  and  in  the  Mid  ft  of 
ail  bis  Succejfes. 

He  likewile  granted  his  People  a  general  Pardon, 
more  than  once,  not  excepting  even  TREASON  itfelf; 
unlike  fame  of  bis  Succtffirs,  who  have  been  willing 
enough  to  extend  their  Grace,  as  it  is  call'd,  to  all  Crimes 
and  Offences,  except  Thofe  againft  their  own  Perfons. 

Nor  do  We  meet  with  any  bloody  Inflames  'of  Re-. 
veng&,  or  violent  and  tyrannical  Executions,  under  this 
great  Prince  ;  excepting  only  That  of  Mortimer,  Earl  of 
Marsh,  when  He  rirft  took  the  Government  into  his 
own  Hands.  But  if  We  ronfider  the  notorious  E- 
normity  of  bis  Crimes,  the  Refentment  of  the  People,  as 

well 
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well  as  the  Parliament,  and  his  own  Example,  in  fucb 
Methods  of  Proceeding,  We  cannot  be  much  furprized 
that  a  young  Prince  of  Spirit,  who  was  particularly  in- 
jured and  difhonour'd  by  that  Monger's  Conduft,  fhould 
be  prevail'd  upon  to  take  Him  off,  in  the  fame  fum- 
mary  Manner.  Befides,  it  will  be  found,  upon  En- 
quiry, that  the  Notoriety  of  Guilt  has  been  made  the 
Reafon,  or  Pretence,  for  extraordinary  Proceedings,  and 
even  military  Executions,  in  much  later  Reigns  than 
That  of  Edward^  the  $d.  I  wifh  I  could  add,  that 
nothing  of  this  Kind  hath  been  done  even  fince  the  Re- 
volution. 

It  is  alfo  true,  that  there  are  fome  Afts  of  Power, 
or  Prerogative,  to  be  found  in  the  Hiftory  of  this  Reign  \ 
particularly  with  Relation  to  Money-Matters.  But  as 
they  are  but  few,  and  in  Times  of  an  expenfive  War, 
fo  they  are  generally  accompany 'd  with  Affurances  that 
they  fhould  not  be  drawn  into  Precedent ;  Apologies  to 
his  People,  upon  that  Account ;  and  Remittances  of  old 
Debts,  owing  to  the  Crown ;  or  fome  other  Boons,  by 
Way  of  Retribution. 

For,  befides  the  many  Inftancesof  Goodnefs  and  Ge- 
nerofity  already  mention'd,  it  deferves  Notice  that  Ed- 
ward the  3^  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  Englijh  Mo- 
narch, who  gave  Encouragement  to  the  woollen  Manu- 
fatture.  This  appears  by  feveral  Protections,  granted 
to  foreign  Weavers,  who  came  over  hither  to  exercife 
their  Art,  and  teach  it  to  the  EngHJb. 

Again.  He  was  fo  far  from  fuffering  Himfelf  to  be 
governed  by  Miniftcrs  and  Favourites,  that  We  hardly 
meet  with  any  Thing  in  his  Hiftory  relating  to  Them, 
or  even  his  common  Officers  ;  for  though  Rapin,  in  one 
Place,  calls  Stratford,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  his 
prime  Minifter,  it  was  only  during  his  Abfence  out  of 
England;  and  no  Mention  is  made  of  any  fuch  Vice- 
gerent, whilft  He  was  at  home,  till  the  Infirmities  of  old 
Age  came  upon  Him,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter. 

To 
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To  all  This  I  might  add  the  firft  Regulation  sfour 
Coin;  his  Inftitution  of  the  noble  Order  of  the  Garter  ; 
his  nice  Discernment  of  Merit ;  and  juft  Diftribution  of 
Honours  and  Rewards  •;  with  feveral  other  Virtues  and 
Endowments,  which  conftitute  the  Character  of  a  great 
and  good  King. 

But 'if  any  Thing  had  been  wanting  in  Himfelf  to 
compleat  fuch  a  Cbarafler,  it  was  amply  fupply'd  in 
his  eldeft  Son,  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  who  was  the 
Glory  of  his  own  Time,  and  ought  to  be  a  Pattern  to 
all  facceeding  Princes.  Never  was  a  Father  more  wor- 
thy of  fucb  a  Son,  nor  a  Son  more  worthy  of  fucb  a  Fa- 
ther ;  equally  valiant,  wile,  and  generons-j  equally  bold 
in  Adverfity,  and  modeft  in  Prosperity.  In  fhort,  as 
He  poflefsM  all  the  Virtues  of  his  Father,  fo  He  was 
equally  beloved  and  honour'd  by  ih&wMe  Nation. 

Edward  the  ^d  was  likewiie  happy  in  a  great,  and 
good  Queen,  who  reign' d  in  the  Hearts  of  the  People f 
as  much  as  in  That  of  her  royal  Confort,  without  any- 
mean  Arts  to  captivate  either  ;  and  not  only  blefs'd  hrs 
Bed  with  a  numerous  and  diflingttiJK1  d  Off-fpring,  but 
gave  an  additional  Luftre  to  his  Reign,  by.  her  own  per- 
fonal  ConduEt ;  fo  that  the  whole  royal  Family  teems  to 
have  been  a  Conftellation  of  Heroes  and  Heroines. 

But  it  muft  be  confefs'd,  that  as  this  Reign  began  in- 
glorioufly,  under  the  Adminillration  of  Queen  Ifabella 
and  Mortimer,  fo  the  latter  End  of  it  was  not  a  little 
ob (cured  by  the  King's  old  Age,  the  Intrigues  of  an  info, 
lent  young  Miflrefs,  upon  whom  He  wafted  the  publick 
Treafure,  the  ill  State  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  died 
icon  after,  and  the  Ambition  of  his  Son  the  Duke  of 
Lancafter,  who  had  now  got  the  fole  Management  of 
Affairs,  and  was  even  ftrongly  fufpefted  of  alpiring  to 
the  Crown.  By  thefe  Means,  the  King  loit  all  bis  Ac- 
quifitions  abroad,  except  Calais  ;  and,  in  a  great  Mea- 
ifure,  the  Confidence  and  Efteem  of  his  People  at  home  ; 
for  They,  who  had  before  fupported  Him  fo  liberally, 
-in  carrying  on  his  Wars,  held  back  their  Hands,  when 
XIV,  -S  He 
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He  demanded  a  Subfidy  for  futb  ufelefs  Expences,  and 
abfolutely  refufed  to- grant  it,  till  He  had  difcarded  his 
Miftrefs,  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  and  fome  other  Favou- 
rites,•  of  whofe  ill  Management  They  complain'd. 
This  Parliament  is  call'd  in  Hiftory  the  good  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  one  of  the  greateft  Blemifhes  of  Edward's. 
Life  was,  that  although  He  comply'd  with  their  Pe- 
tition at  firft,  in  order  to  g€t  the  Subfidj,  He  fbon  i  c- 
call'd  his  Favourites,  and  even  imprifon'd  the  Speaker 
tf  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  had  exprefs'd  him  felt' 
pretty  freely  againft  his  She-Favourite,  at  her  Re^ueit. 
fiutall  thefe  Inftances  of  Mal-Adminiflration,  fb  direelly 
contrary  to  his  former  Conduct,  muft  be  imputed  to 
the  Caufes  before- mention'd  ;  and  if  we  confine  our- 
ielves  to  the  forty,  intermediate  Years  ef  bis  Reign, 
whilft  He. was  in  full  Vigour?  That  is,  from  his  taking 
the  Government  upon  Himfelf  to  the  Time  of  his  fal- 
ling into  a  Kind  of  Dotage  ;  they  are  hardly  to-be  pa- 
.rallei'd  in  the  Hiftory  of  any  Age,  or  any  Nation. 

I  {hall  now  conclude  with  a  few  Teftimonks  ;of  the 
moil  noted  Hiflorians,  concerning  the  Character  of  this 
•great  and  renoivnd  Prince.  r-orflifl 

•  Froiffard,  a  French  Writer,  fays,  "  that  whea 
"  Charles  of France  heard  of  the  Death  of  his  Enemy, 
"  King  Edward,  He  gave  this  Teitimony  of  Him,  viz. 
*f  that  He  had  reign1  d  moji  nobly  and  valiantly,  and  weli 
>"  deferved  to  be  added  to  the  Number  of  the  ancient 
-«  Worthies.  r-iinim/q,1*- 

Sir  Robert  Howard  chferves,  amongft  other  Things, 
"  that  He,  who  might  have  the  eafieft  attempted  to 
«'  break  Laws,  made  the  beft  ;  that  He  knew  how  to 
;'  gain,  and  how  to  preferve  the  Love  and  Confidence 
•"  He  railed  in  his  Subjects  Hearts,  by  requiting  the 
""  'faft*  anc^  never  abuflng  the  loft  ;  that  his  great  3atf?<s 
'•  and  Supplies,  however  large  they  might  appear  in 
li  themfelves,  would  not  feem  fo  vafl,  when  compared 
"  with  his  Victories  ;  that  what  the  Nation  gave  Him 
f*  was  .iuftly  beitow'd  for  what  it  was  given,  and  faifh- 

«'  folly 
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"  fully  laid  out  for  their  Honour  and  Inter  eft  ;  that  He 
not  only  returned  Security  and  Benefit  for  his  Si^- 
"  jefls  Gifts,  by  Conqueft  abroad,  but  by  excellent  Laws 
"  'rf/  £00**  ;  that  *£/'/  brave  Prince  was  not  more  juft  in 
"  making  good  Laws,  than  fevere  in  the  due  Execution 
"  of  them  ;  and  never  fliew'd  fo  much  Severity  as  a- 
"  gainftT^,  that  abufed  the  Truftofjuftice',  as  if 
"  He  had  been  more  offended  at  the  Enemies  of  Man- 
"  kind  than  his  own ;  that  He  mingled  his  own  Intereft 
"  with  his  Subjects,  and  never  refufed  to  hear  the 
"  Wrongs  of  Thofe,  that  affifled  Him  to  revenge  bis  //.- 
"  juries  on  Others  . 

Mr.  Barnes  \$  flill  more  warm  in  his  Eulogium  of  tbis 
Prime,  and  films  it  up  with  telling  us,  "  that  He  had 
"  the  moft  Virtues  and  the  feweft  Vices  of  any  Prince, 
"  that' ever  He  read  of;  that  He  was  valiant,  juft, 
merciful,  temperate  and  wife  ;  the  beft  King,  the  beft 
Captain,  the  beft  Law-giver,  the  beft  Friend,  the 
beft  Father,  and  the  beft  Husband  in  his  Days.  And 
after  all  This,  adds  He,  his  very  Enemies  will  be 
found  to  fay  much  more  of  Him. 
Bi/hop  Nicholfon  calls  Him  tiuz  greateft  Prince  in  Eu' 
rope  of  bis  Time,-  and  the  Glory  of  the  Englijb  Throne. 
,  Ecbard  tells  us,  '*  that  though  He  was  a  Prince, 
"  that  highly  valued  his  Prerogative,  yet  none  of  his 
"  Predeceflbrs  pafs'd  more  or  better  Statutes  for  the  Be- 
"  ttefit  and  Liberty  of  his  Subjefts,  or  was  more  ftrift  in 
"  punifhing  \\\s  Judges  and  Officers  for  OPPRESSION, 
"  BRIBERY  and  CORRUPTION. 

I  (hall  quote  nothing,  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  from  Ra- 
pin;  becaufe  He  rather  repeats  and  confirms  what  is 
faid  by  Others,  than  adds  any  Thing  new  of  bis  own. 

In  fhort,  the  Character  of  this  Prince  hath  been  the 
darling  Subject  of  all  Hiftorians,  antient  and  modern, 
foreign  and  domeftick  ;  and  was  never  traduced,  till  it 
•was  found  r.ecefTary  by  fome  late  Writers,  in  order  to 
finifh  their  high-iirain'd  Panegy ricks  on  the  prefent 
Times.  •  &. 

S  2  SAT  URDAY, 
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To   CALEB    D'ANVERS^   Efq; 
SIR, 

Have  not  troubled  You  fince  May  laff; 
when  I  vindicated  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman, my  Patron,  from  feveral  grievous 
Imputations  laid  upon  Him  in  a  Book, 
then  juft  publifhM,  intitled,  The  Cafe  cf 
the  finking  Fund,  Sec.  particularly  relat- 
ing to  the  BANK-CONTRACT.  But  the  farther  Dif- 
cuffion  of  that  memorable  Affair  was  foon  taken  out  of 
my  Hands  by  the  learned  Francis  Walfingbam  Efq;  and 
his  worthy  Coadjutors  in  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  amongft 
whom  I  have  not  yet  had  the  Honour  to  be  enrollM. 
It  cannot  be  deny'd,  even  by  Yourfelf,  that  my  Brother 
Walfingbam  made  his  firft  Attack  with  great  Vigour, 
and  feem'd  to  carry  every  Thing  before  Him  by  the 
Dint  of  thofe  Weapon?,  which  Nobody  knows  how  to 
exercife  fo  well  as  Himfelf.  But  k  muft  be  confefs'd, 
at  the  fame  Time,  that  He  hath  not  followed  his  Blow- 
with  fo  much  Spirit,  as  might  have  been  expefted  from, 
a  Perfon  of  his  remarkable  Prowefs ;  for  though  He 
threatened  *  to  give  You  no  Reft  on  the  Sabjeft,  till  You 

a&d  the  PUB L  ICK  and  Sir  R W  .  Pardon, 

orjtifliffd  the  Part,  zvhicb  You  have  afled  with  Relation 
to  both.  He  hath  fuffer'd  You  to  go  on,  for  a  Month, 
together,  in  a  particular  Explanation  of  that  Tranfafli- 
on,  without  any  Reply  ;  and,  by  his  Silence  hitherto, 


*  Gazetteer,  Sept.   10. 
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feems  to  have  left  You  Matter  of  the  Field.  However, 
I  can  hardly  perfuade  Myfelf  that  He  hath  intirely 
dropt  the  Difpute  ;  nor  can  I  account  for  his  late  Defi- 
ciency in  the  Gazetteer  any  otherwiie,  than  by  fuppof- 
ing  that  He  is  employ'd,  at  prefent,  in  fome  important'' 
Work,  either  upon  This  or  fome  other  Subject,  with 
which  the  Publick  is  to  be  obliged  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament. 

In  the  mean  Time,  give  me  Leave  to  take  off  the 
Edge  of  another  Charge  againft  the  fame  honourable  Per- 
fon,  which  runs  through  all  your  Writings,  and  which 
the  whole  Fattion  of  Patriots  are  forever  dinning  in  our 
Ears ;  I  mean  that  his  Schemes  have  a  direct  Tendency  to 
introduce  a  general.  Poverty  amongft  us,  and  have  even 
bad  this  Effetl  already,  in  too  great  a  Degree.  It  is  no 
Wonder  thatfufb  a  Topick  as  This  mould  ftrike  in  with 
popular  Prejudices,  and  captivate  the  Bulk  of  Mankind, 
who  are  govern'd  by  nothing  fo  much  as  Self-Intereft. 
I  am  forry  to  add,  that  this  Charge  hath  received  no 
fmall  Weight  and  Countenance  from  the  very  Method, 
which  my  Brother- Advocates  have  taken  to  anfwer  it  ; 
That  is,  by  denying  the  Truth  of  it,  and  endeavouring 
to  prove  the  Nation  at  prefent  in  rich  zn&jlourijbing 
Circumftances.  For  my  Part,  I  mail  go  another  Way 
to  Work  ;  and,  fuppofing  the  Cafe  to  be  as  Tou  Male- 
(ontents  reprefent  it,  will  undertake  to  mew  that  the 
great  Perfon  deferves  our  Bleffings,  inftead  of  our  Curfes. 
For  notwithftanding  all  your  plaufible  Declamations  a- 
gainft  Poverty,  and  invidious  Comparifons  of  the  prefent 
State  of  the  Nation  with  what  it  \vasfome  Years  ago,  no- 
thing can  be  more  ridiculous  than  fuch  Arguments,  or 
more  inconfiftent  with  the  Policy  of  the  wifeft,  and  moft 
illuftrious  Nations,  recorded  in  Hiftory.  If  we  look  back 
to  the  firft  InfHtution  of  free  States,  from  the  Beginning 
of  the  World  to  this  Day,  We  mall  find  them  all 
founded  in  Poverty,  and  fupported  by  it.  This  was 
the  Cafe  of  Athens,  Sparta,  and  Rome,  in  the  more  ear- 
ly Ages  of  the  World,  as  well  as  of  all  the  Getbick  Go. 
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vernments,  in  later  Times,  and  even  Holland  not  a- 
bove  an  Age  or  two  ago.  Whilft  this  original  Principle 
fubfifted,  nothing  could  oppofe  the  Force  of  their  Arms 
abroad,  or  weaken  the  Sinews  of  their  Government  at 
home  ;  but  as  foon  as  their  Conquefts  pour'd  in  Riches 
amongft  Them,  their  Glory  began  immediately  to  de- 
cline ;  and  from  rough,  invincible  Heroes,  They  foon 
degenerated  into  foft  and  trafiable  Slaves. 

I  was  led  into  thefe  Reflections  by  reading  the  Ab- 
bot de  Vertofs  introductory  Difcourfe  to  the  Rsz'olutions 
of  the  Roman  Republick  ;  where  He  tells  us,  "  that 
"  of  all  the  Precautions,  which  the  Romans  made  Ufe 
*'  of  to  preferve  their  Liberty,  none  is  more  worthy  of 
*'  Admiration  than  their  long  Adherence  to  the  Pover- 
••  ty  of  their  Anceftors.  That  Poverty,  which,  in  the 
"  firft  Inhabitants  of  Rome,  was  merely  the  Effect  of 
"  Neceffity,  became  a  political  Virtue  in  their  Succef- 
"  fors.  The  Romans  thought  it  the  fureft  Guardian  of 
"  Liberty  ;  nay,  They  found  Ways  to  make  it  honour- 
"  able,  that  it  might  be  a  Bar  againft  Luxury  and  Am- 
•*  bitten.  This  Contempt  of  Riches,  in  private  Men, 
"  grew  to  be  a  Maxim  of  Government.  A  Roman  glo- 
•  '  ried  in  the  Continuance  of  his  Poverty,  at  the  fame 
"  Time  that  He  daily  expofed  his  Life  to  increafe  the 
"  puklick  Treafure.  fevery  Man  thought  Himfelf  fuffi- 
"  ciently  wealthy  in  the  Riches  of  the  State  ;  and  the 
*'  Generals,  as  well  as  the  common  Soldiers,  received 
*'  their  Subfiflence  only  from  their  own  little  Patrimo- 
"  ny,  which  They  cultivated  with  their  own  Hands, 
**  i  ££  Gaudebat  Tellus  vomere  laureate. 

"  The_/fr/?  Romans  were  all  Husbandmen,  and  the 
"  Husbandmen  were  all  Soldiers  ;  their  Habit  was 
"  coarfe  ^  their  Food  plain  and  frugal  ;  their  Labour 
"  conftant.  They  bred  up  their  Children  in  this  hard 
"  Way,  to  make  Them  the  more  robuit,  and  the  more 
"  capable  of  enduring  the  Fatigues  of  War.  But,  un- 

W  tfa. 

"  der 
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"  der  their  ruftick  Outfide,  lay  an  incomparable  Va- 
'*  lour,  great  Elevation,  and  Noblenefs  of  Sentiments. 
"  Glory  was  their  only  Paffion,  which  They  placed  in 
w  the  Defence  of  their  Liberty,  and  in  making  Them- 
"  felves  Mailers  of  That  of  their  Neighbours. 

"  Some  modern  Writers,  who  cannot  bear  fuch  Vir- 
"  tues  in  the  Antients,  pretend  that  We  make  a  Merit 
"  of  the  Rudenefs  of  thefe/r>?  Romans',  and  that  They 
«•'  defpifed  Riches*,  only  becaufe  They  knew  not  the 
"  Value  and  Conveniencies  of  them. 

"  To  remove  this  Obje&ion,  fays  He,  We  need  on- 
"  ly  caft  our  Eyes  upon  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  and 
"  We  fhall  fee  that,  in  the  fifth  and  fixtb  Ages  after 
"  the  Foundation  of  Rome,  at  the  very  Time  when  the 
"  Repubhck  was  Millrefs  of  all  Italy,  and  a  Part  of  Sici- 
"  ly,  -Spain,  Gaul,  and  Africa  itfelf ;..  They  ftill  took 

"  their  Generals  from  the  Plough f  Attilii  Ma- 

"  nus,  ruftico  Opere  attrltee,  Salute tn  publicamftabili- 
"  erunt.  What  Glory  to  a  State,  to  have  Captains  a- 
'«  ble  to  conquer  great  Provinces  for  her,  and  fo  difin- 
"  tereited  as  to  preferve  their  Poverty,  in  the.Midft  of 
**  their  Conquefts .' 

He  then  takes  fome  Notice  of  the  futnptuary  Laws, 
eflablifh'd  in  the  jixth,  Century,  but  without  infilling 
upon  them,  and  proceeds  thus  ; 

"  By  means  of  this  voluntary  Poverty,  and  a  labor i- 
"  ous  Life,  the  Republick  bred  in  her  JBofom  no  Men 
"  but  what  were  ilrong,  robuft,  full  of  Valour,  and 
"  who,  expedling  nothing  from  one  another,  did,  by  a 
"  mutual  Independence,  preferve  the  Liberty  of  their 
"  Country.  To  thefe  illuflnous  Husbandmen  it  was 
*'  owing  that  Rome,  in  lefs  than  three  hundred  Year's, 
"  fubdued  the  moft  warlike  Nations  in  Italy,  defeated 
'«  prodigious  Armies  of  Gauls,  Cimbri  and  Teutones, 
"  and  broke  the  formidable  Power  of  Carthage. 

f  V.  M.  1.   iv.  Cic.  pro  S.    Rofcio.  PI.  I,  xviii. 
,    &   3- 

««•  But 
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"  But,  (  pray  obferve  Him  here,  Mr.  TfAnven  )  af- 
««  ter  the  Deftruftion  of  that  Rival  of  Rome,  the  Ro- 
"  mans,  invincible  abroad,  funk  beneath  the  Weight  of 
««  their  own  Greatnefs. 


*    "  Ipfa  nocet  moles 

««  Luxury  and  the  Love  of  Riches  came  into  Rcme 
««  with  theTreafures  of  the  conquer'd  Provinces ;  and 
««  that  Poverty  and  Temperance,  which  had  form'd  fo 
"  msny  great  Captains,  fell  into  Contempt ; 

««  .  J  fee  fund  a  virorum 

"  Paupertas  fugitur.    .    i  ..... . 

Having  given  us  a  particular  Account  of  the  Roman 
Luxury,  at  that  Period  of  Time,  He  concludes  his  In-, 
troduftion  in  thefe  Words ; 

"  Is  it  any  Wonder  that  Men,  who  gave  Themfelves 
"  tip  to  Pleafure,  in  the  very  Midft  of  Danger,  and 
"  expofed  Themfelves  to  Danger,  only  to  fupply  the 
"  Expence  of  their  Pleafure,  fhould  fee  their  Liberties 
"  buried  in  the  Fields  of  P  barf  alia  ?  Whereas  whilft 
««  that  Liberty,  fo  dear  to  the//;/?  Romans,  was  guard- 
"  ed  by  Poverty  and  Temperance  ;  Love  of  their  Coun- 
«'  try,  Valour,  and  all  the  other  Virtues,  both  civil 
*«  and  military,  were  found  ajways  to  attend  it. 

•    jitbon 

K  Utinam  remeare  liceret  -\uzlq 

Ad  veterej  Fines,  et  Mania  pauper  is  And,  ;  basa 

You  fee,  Sir,  that  This  is  not  a  particular  Whim  of 
my  own,  nor  even  of  Monfieur  de  Vertot,  but  the  Sen- 
timent of  the  beft  Writers  upon  the  Roman  Government; 

To  thofe  already  quoted  I    could  add  the  Authority 

*  Lucan  L.    i.  4.  ibid. 

\  Claud,  de  bdL  Gild. 

cf 
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of  Seneca,  and  fever  a  I  other  antient  Authors,  of  the  firft 
Rank,  who  have  written  in  praiie  of  Poverty,  and  dil- 
play'd  the  great  Advantages  of  it,  in  ptiblicl  as  well  as 
private  Life ;  but  This,  I  prefume,  is  needlefs,  at  pre- 
fent  \  and  what  You  will  not  pretend  to  difpute. 

Now,  our  Government  being  founded  on  the  fame- 
Principles  of  Liberty  with  That  of  antient  Rome,  though, 
not  conftituted  in  the  fame  Form;  what  can  be  a 
greater  Prefervative  of  it,  than  fuch  a  dijfufive  Poverty- 
as  fupported  the  other-,,  or,  how  can  any  Man  deierve 
better  at  our  Hands,  than  by  putting  a  Stop. to  that 
Torrent  of  Riches,  tvhich  has  been  breaking  in  upon  us,, 
for  an  Age  or  two  paft,  and  might  in  a  fhort  Time 
have  overwhelm'd  all  our  Liberties  ? 

I  know  very  well  that  You.  will  endeavour  to  make  a 
Diftinftion  or  two,  in  this  Cafe;  and  therefore  I  fhall 
take  Care  to  obviate  them. 

In  the  firft  Place,  I  fuppofe  You  will  obfervethat  Po- 
verty, amongft  the  Romans,  was  not  confined  to  the 
common  People,  but  extended  itfelf  to  their  highejl  Ma- 
gijlrates,  to  their  Cenfors,  Canfuls,  and  Diftatars,  who, 
gave  the  mo  ft  illuftrious  Examples  of  it,  and  were  not 
afhamed  to  put  Themfelves  on  a  Level  with  the  meaneft 
of  their  Fellow-Subjefts  ;  whereas  the  Complaint  of  our 
Days  is,  that  the  Body  of  the  People  is  growing  poor,  and 
obliged  to  undergo  \\\Qgreateft  Hard/hips,  whilft  a  few 
fjpflarts  in  Office  are  accumulating  immenfe  Riches,  and 
rioting  in  all  the  Excefles  of  Luxury. — But  this  Objeftionv 
plaufible  as  it  many  feem,  is  a  meer  Cavil,  and  can  pro- 
ceed only  from  a  Spirit  of  Envy  ;  for  if  it  is  neceflary  to 
the  Preiervation  of  our  Liberties,  that  the  People  of 
England,  like  the  antient  Romans,  fhould  be  only  Huf- 
bnndmen  and  common  Soldiers ;  or,  according  to  Scrip- 
ture Language,  Hewers  of  Wood  and  Drawers  of  Water  ; 
what  Good  would  it  do  Them,  to  fee  their  Superiors 
in  the  fame  wretched  Condition  with  Ihemfelves,  ex- 
cept gratifying  that  bafe  Pajfion,  which  makes  Men  re- 
pine at  the  Felicity  QtQtberf  ?  Befides,  though  it  was 

the 
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the  Fafhion,  in  thofe  unpolifh'd  Ages,  for  great  Men  to 
be  poor,  abftemious  and  difinterefted,   every  Body  knows 
that  it  is  ridiculous  at  prefent  ;  and  That,  I    ? 
full  Anfwer  to  all  fuch  Kinds  of  Argument. 

You  will,  perhaps,  likewife  objeft,  that  Rome  was  a 
Sort  of 'military  State,  or  a  Nation  of  Soldiers,  who  lived 
upon  Booty,  from  Time  to  Time,  and  therefore  did  not 
require  any  great  Stock  of  Riches  ;  whereas  England  de- 
pends chiefly  upon  Trade,  and  maritime  Power ;  the 
frjl  of  which  cannot  be  carried  on,  without  a  Di/u/ion 
ef  Wealth,  in  private  Hands ;  nor  the  latter  be  acquired, 

without  \heformer. This  Way  of  Reafoning  is  as 

plaufible  as  the  other,  and  as  likely  to  catch  People  at 
firft  Sight ;  but,  upon  Examination,  will  appear  equally 
frivolous  and  inconclufive  ;  for,  notwithftanding  vulgar 
Notions,  it  hath  always  been  a  controverted  Point  a- 
mongft  wife  Men,  whether  Trade  itfelf  is  not  really  pre- 
judicial to  a  State,  by  introducing  Riches,  and  confe- 
quently  Luxury,  amongft  the  People.  Thus  much,  at 
Jeaft,  appears  to  be  true;  that,  however  Trade  may- 
aggrandize  a  Nation  for  fome  Time,  it  commonly 
haftensits  Deftruftion.  Thiswas  the  Cafe  of  feveral  trad- 
ing Countries,  in  former  Times ;  and  I  wifli  We  may 
not  live  to  fee  fome  Inftances  of  it  in  Thofe,  which  are 
call'd  fo  at  prefent. 

Another  ill  Effeft  of  Trade  and  Riches  is,  that  it  al- 
ways makes  Men  turbulent  and  feditious  ;  or,  as  Lord 
Haft  ings  fays,  in  the  Tragedy  of  Jane  S^ore, 

TJ:e  refty  Knaves  are  over -run  with  Eafe, 
As  Plenty  ever  is  the  Nurfe  of  Faftion. 

The  only  Way  therefore  to  preferve  the  Peace,  and 
Quiet  of  the  State,  is  to  keep  the  People  low,  and  pre- 
vent their  becoming  fturdy  Beggars.  This  is  exactly 
agreeable  to  the  Theory  of  Machiavel ;  from  whom 
moftof  our  modern  Politician!  leem  to  have  learn'd  the 

Ate 
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Art  of  Government,  by  adopting  his  admirable  Maxims, 
and  putting  them  into  Practice. 

This,  I  am  fure,  is  a  more  effectual  Way  to  crufh 
Oppojttion,  than  all  the  Writings  of  my  worthy  Bre- 
thren in  the  Gazetteer,  or  elfewhere ;  and  though  our 
Patron  may  think  proper  to  encourage  Them  for  the 
prefent,  in  crying  up  the  Wealth  of  the  Nation,  He 
hath  plainly  another  View  at  the  Bottom,  and  intends 
to  reduce  us  to  our  original  Principles. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  am  not  a  little  furprized  that  You, 
Mr.  D'Afivers,  who  contend  for  our  antient  Conftitution} 
fhould  exclaim  fo  much  at  his  Conduft  ;  or  that  Mr. 
'Osburne  •  (You  muft  pardon  Me  for  making  Uie  of  the 
tnafculme  Gender)  fhould  be  afliamed  to  vindicate  it, 
upon  the  right  Footing  ;  for  I  will  be  bold  to  fay  that 
this  Scheme  is  a  much  better  Specifick  againft  Luxury, 
than  his  own  Prefcription  of  living'tvitbin  our  Fortunes ; 
ftnce  MenofEftates  may  have  a  thoufand  Temptations, 
ilronger  than  all  his  Leftures,  to  out-run  them  ;  where- 
as Thole,  who  have  neither  Money  nor  Credit,  will  be 
frugal  by  Neceffity. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  hope  You  will  not  infi ft  up- 
on tbisftale  Topick  any  longer ;  nor  endeavour  to  ilarm 
us  with  the  Profpect  of  national  Poverty  ;  unlefs  You 
can  bring  fome  better  Arguments  to  prove  it  a  national 
than  You  have  hitherto  done.  A. 


• 
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To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efp 
iluov. 

SIR, 

'  S  you  are  now  enter'd  into  the  tenth  Tear 
of  'your  political  Wurfare,  I  cannot  help 
comparing  You  to  the  fage  U/yJfis  of  old, 
whofe  Love  of  bis  native  Country  obliged 
Him  to  pafs  though  a  great  Variety  of 
difficult  and  dangerous  Adventures,  for 
the  fame  Courfe  of  Time  ;  and  I  heartily  wim  that  your 
Labours  may  be  crown'd  with  as  much  Succefs  at  laft. 

However,  I  fhall  not  prefnme  to  make  You  any  Com- 
pliments on  the  Service  You  have  already  done  the 
Publick  ;  becaufe  That  may  be  as  eafily  deny'd  as  af- 
ierted,  and  I  have  always  had  an  Antipathy  to  any 
Thing,  that  looks  like  begging  the  Queftion.  But  what- 
ever may  be  your  Merits,  or  Demerits,  the  flandireg 
Army  of  Writers,  which  hath  been  conftamly  kept  -in 
Pay,  during  fo  long  an  Interval,  to  watch  aH  your  Moti- 
ons, and  attack  You  on  every  Side,  is  certainly  a  Proof 
that  You  are  look'd  upon  as  a  Perfoh  of  no  fmall'  Impdr^ 
tance. 

It  is  impoffible  to  give  the  Reader  a  compleat  Lift  of 
tkefe  Forces,  without  the  Ailiftance  of  the  Mufter-Mafter 
General,  who  hath  pick'd  Them  up  in  all  Parts  of  the 
Town,  and  form'd  Them  into  diftinft'  Bodies,  under  fe- 
veral  Banners  ;  particularly  the  London  Journal,  Briti/b 
Journal,  Plain  Man,  Citizen,  Senator,  Flyng-Ptft^ 
Free-Briton,  Hyp-Doftor,  Corn-Cutter,  and  Gazetteer  .; 
befides  an  infinite  Number  of  occajional  Pafers,  which 

•kave 
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have  been  long  fmcc  buried  in  Oblivion,  as  well  as  their 
dot  bars. 

Nay,  You  have  had  the  Honour  to  draw  much 
greater  Adverfaries  into  the  Field  ;  fuch  as  Peers,  Pre~ 
lates,  Privy-Counfellors,  Baronets,  Kvigbts  of  the  Bath, 
and  right  worjbipful  Efquires,  who  may  be  properly 
call'd  the  Gens  d  Arms,  or  Houjbold  Troops  of  zfirji  Mi- 
nifter. 

I  have  often  thought  what  a  pretty  Medley  it  would 
compofe,  if  alltheje  Writers  fhould  colleft  their  Works 
together,  for  eight  or  nine  Years  pait,  and  print  them  in 
a  bundred  Volumes  in  Folio  ;  which  is  about  the  Num- 
ber I  compute  they  would  make. 

Or,  if  the  Writings  of  the  feveral  Authors  were  to  be 
only  bound  up  by  themfelves,  they  muft,  I  conceive, 
prove  a  very  entertaining  and  ihftrudtive  Amufement. 

For  Initance,  what  zfne  Z^flem  of  Politicks  would  Mr. 
Waf(lngka}i?s  Works  make,  if  He  would  pleafe  to  give 
Us  all  his  admirable  Lucubrations  in  the  Eriti/b  'Jour- 
nal* with  his  extraordinary  Pampblcts  upon  feveral  Oc- 
cafions,  as  well  as  his  mafterly  Productions  in  the  Free- 
Briton,  and  the  Gazetteer  ?  It  is,  indeed,  Matter  of 
Wonder,  that  this  Work  hath  not  yet  ieen  the  Light, 
were  it  only  out  of  Imitation  and  Deiyance  of  Tou,  who 
have  chofen  this  Method  of  fubmitting  your  Writings 
to  a  fecond  Examination  ;  and  Mr.  Waljingkam  pra- 
mifed  Us,  upon  his  firft  fetting  out  under  that  Name, 
that  *  He  would  never  write  any  Thing  to  THOSE 
TIMES,  but  in  View  to  be  ujefxl;  and  what  He  would 
acknowledge  at  ALL  TIMES;  though  You  have  often 
reproach'd  Him  with  changing  both  his  Name  and  his 
Paper,  at  that  very  Time,  in  order  to  contradidl,  in  ex- 
pre!s  Terms,  what  He  had  afTerted  feven  Months  be- 
fore, with  Relation  to  Don  Carlos,  his  preient  moft 
auguil  and  facred  Majerty,  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies. 

Again  ;  what  an   agreeable  Variety  would  Mrs.  Oj- 
ti/rne's  Works  afford  Us,  whether  We  confider  the  Mat- 
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A?r,  of  which  they  are  competed,  ortheS/y^,  in  which 
they  are  written  ?  All  her  Difeourfes,  as  She  calls  them, 
are  ib  diftinft,  and  follow  one  another  in  fuch  a  re- 
gular, methodical  Order,  that  nobody  can  read  them 
without  finding  his  Underftanding  wonderfully  en- 
lighten'd,  and  his  Ideas  grow  as  clear  as  her  own. 

Then  as  to  Humour  and  Ridicule,  I  pity  Cervantes, 
Rabelais  and  Swift,  as  weil  as  the  Proprietors  of  their 
Works,  if  that  Triumvirate  of  prodigiou^Wits,  the  H\j>- 
Dofler,  the  Corn-Cutter  and  Sir  A.  B.  C.  mould  club 
the  Offspring  of  their  Brains  together,  and  oblige  the 
World  with  a  Collection  of  their  inimitable  Drollery. 

I  know  it  hath  been  frequently  objected  againft  thefe 
Gentlemen,  that  They  have  acled   a  very    ungenerous 
Part    towards  Tutt,  to  whom  moft  of  Them  owe  their 
"Bread,  and  even  their  Being,  as  Authors.     This  hath 
been  the  common  Complaint  of  all  Perfons  inywr  Cafe  ; 
and,  indeed,  was  never  more  juft  than   at  prefent;  for 
no  Writer  had   ever  fuch  Legions  of  Jdverfarics  pro- 
fefTedly  retained  againft  Him,  for  fo  many  Years  toge- 
ther ;  and    it  is  certain  that  the  Moment  Tea  lay  down 
your  Pen,  They  mull  return   to  their  primitive  Obfru- 
rity.     Nay,    I  am  firmly  perfuaded  that  \t-tbeir  Pa- 
tron had  no  other  Reafon  to  defire  your  Silence,  He 
would  heartily  rejoice  in  any  Opportunity  of  dropping 
Tbem  ',  who,  like  other  Mffenaries,  are -apt  to  grow 
troublefome  and  mutinous,  if  not  constantly  hum  our*  j, 
and  fed  with.  Plunder. So  far  therefore  They  arc  in- 
debted   to   You,  for  their   prtj'ent  gooti-P-Hgit,   and  the 
Figure  They  make  in  the  World.     Some  of  Them  have 
been  fetch'd  down  from  Garrets  and  Organ- Lefts,  and 
Others  rai'ed  out  of  Night-Cellars,  to  participate  in  the 
ff  frets  of  the  Cabinet,  and  fettle  the  Bat/unee  cf  Euicje. 
Nor  hath  the  Share  They  have  borne  \nfueh   an;:,-rtis 
'• -Affair i  been  unre\vard«l.     Some  of  Them  have  been 
collated   to-  Dignities   in  the  Church  ;   and  Others,  di- 
ftinguifh'd  by  Places  in  the  State,  or  rftifivits  equix-aknt 
to  them.     Some  again,  whofe  Finances  required  an  im- 
mediate 
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mediate  Supply,  have  had  large  Gratuities  beftow'd  upv 
on  Them,  out  of  the  T—y  or  the  P—  y  P-  -  e  ;  and 
icarce  any  have  gone  without  fome  Recompence,  accor- 
ding to  their  refpeftive  Merits.  It  is  impoffible  to  corn- 
pu.e  what  Sums  have  been  expended  under  this  /lr- 
tidf,  befides  the  Charge  of  propagating  their  Works  in 
every  Corner  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  I  may  venture  to 
apply  to  Tou,  what  1  once  heard  Mr.  Wbijl&n  fay 
of  Himfelf,  viz.  that  if  He  was  to  have  only  one  Shil- 
ling in  the  Pounds///  of  .all  the  Preferments,  that  bad  been 
get  by  writing  again  it  Him,  HJ  need  not.  give  Himjeff 
tiny  farther  Tr-culle  about  the  LONG  ITU  UE.  -  f/iit 
•when  We  coniidcr  that  tbcft  Writers  are  -employ  'd  ou 
Parpoie  to  throw  Dirt,  ail  Obligations  ceaie  j  and  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  expect.  any  Returns  of  Gra- 
titude from  Men,  who  would  be  undone  by  it. 

For  my  Part,  I  look  upon  a  popular  Author  -in  much 
the  fame  Light  with  the  'hlinifter  himielf,  againit  \vliom 
Redraws  his  Pen.  ~Both  if  'Tiv/A.  have  not  only  t  lie.'  ir 
gnvyers  and  Competitors,  who  are  et-ernally  cndeavoifr- 

t'to  depreoare  and  i'upplant  Them  ;  but  likevvile  a 
wd  of  Dependants  and  Fulkwtn,  who  cxpeft  more 
i  ic  is  either  prudent  or  poffible  for  Them  to  per- 
form ;  and  yet  look  upon  every  Difappointment  as  an 
hiiUnce  ot.tbtir  Se!f>ikucjs,  or  an  ln;ult  to  their  o^.'i 
U/idi;-$.  indin  *s.  I  czaaot  tell,  Ivlr.  D'Anvers,  whe- 
ther YOU  have  had  any  Occdfion  to  make  this  Reflection 
yoarfelf  ;  but  I  could  name  one  of^our  prefent  moft-  inditf- 
tr:aus.  DefamerSj.  vvho.m  I  have  formerly  heard  expatiate 
a.->  warmly  in  four  Commendation  ;  and,  upon  enquiring 
u  little  into  this  Alteration  in  his  Language,  I  could  find 
no  other  Cauie  for  it,  than  your  refufing  to  publifh 
federal  Papers,  which  He  had  fenc  You  ;  upon  which 
He  immediately  relblved  to  revenge  iuch  an  heinous 
Affront,  by  applying  to  the-.otfor  Side,  and  met  with 
that  .Eacouragement  from  Them,  which  TQU  had  i  o  im- 
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You  may,  perhaps,  think  fuch  a  Method  of  Proceed" 
ingunreafonabie  ;  but  it  is  natural  to  Mankind,  v/heri 
They  are  ohcefeized  with  the  Itch  of  Scribbling  ;  and, 
to  tell  You  the  Truth,  I  begin  to  grow  fo  'fond  of  tkis 
Letter,  'which  I  am  now  writing  to  You,  that  if  You 
fhould  not  pabiifh  it  in  your  next  Paper,  I  don't  know 
Whether  I  rr-ay  not  be  tempted  to  give  it  another 
Tu'-n,  and  fend  it  to  the  Gazetteer. 

Bot,  in -full  Confidence  tha:  You  will  not  refufe  me 
tbis  Pifce-  of  Juftice,  I  fhall  proceed  to  fomething  of 
more  Importance  than  the  Character,  Conduct,  or  Abi- 
lities of  the  Writer i  agalnfl  Tou. 

Of  all  the  various  Conjunctures  of  Affair?,  which  haye 
fucteeded  one  another,  fince  your  f.rfl  Undertaking  in 
the  Cr.ijtfman,  none  feems  to  be  fo  peculiar,  in  feveral 
Refpefts,  as  the  present.  We  havefeen  the  chief  Powers 
ef  Europe,  except  Our/elves  and  the  States  General,  en- 
gaged in  a  War,  which  fiript  the  Empcrar  of  a^  his 
Dominions -in  /'^/y,  and  reduced  Him  to  the  laft  Ex- 
tremity, la  vain  dii  the  maritime  Powers  inrerpoie 
their  good  Office?,  from  Time  to  Time,  wirh  Offers  of 
their  Mediailya,  and  even  Plans  of  jfffom&ojgtiur.  Yet, 
all  on  a  fuddefl,-a  Sufpenfit/r.  of  Arms,  and  even  Pre/i- 
tainaries  for  a gcx;ra,t  Peace,  were  fecre^ly  agreed  upon 
\>y- ^contending  Powers  ihenfehn,  \vithout  any  Medi- 
ator, and  at  a  Time,  when  i'uch  a  Turn  was  Icalt  ex  pec- : 
ei."  What  the  partlcuhr  Artider  of  fb:s  Ccvt'fnfun 
may  be,  or  how  they  afRcT:  the  Inrerefts  of  £:.- 
caa  as-yet  be  only  gueib'd  at  by  the  World  in  genera!, 
tho'  it  hath  now  becu  concluded  for  fome  Time,  and 
communicated  to  feveial  Courts.  But  as  it  feems  to  in- 
clude a  new  Partition  of  Europe,  and  fome  confiderable 
Variations  from  tb at  excellent  T Ian  of  Piper,  which  was 
lately  eihbli!h'd  by,;tlic  Treaties  cf  'Stvify,  and  Vienna  ; 
I  am  furprized  to  fed  People  fp  little  inquifitive,  or  con- 
cern'd  about  it.  Whether  this  Inaijfcretce  ari.'es  from 
that  Multiplicity  cf  Treaties,  with  which  They  have  been 
lately  cloy'd,  of  from  their  Rclyance  on  the  Wifdom 
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and  Coniuft  of  our  Miniflers,  1  cannot  pretend  to  :de- 
termine;  but  as  the  Terms  of  this  Accommodation  can- 
not be  kept  much  longer  in  the  dark,  I  hope  they  vviU 
prove  ptrfeftly  agreeable  to  the  true  IntorcR  and  Baj,- 
lance  of  Europe,  upon  which  iu.  Jailing-  Trarujuility  can 
only  depend. 

Ear,  in  all  Events,  We  may  promife  ourfelves  ffeirbn 
hour's  Fare,  at  leaft,  if  not  fpmewhax  more  ;  as  Wo 
have  a  particular  Intereft  with  the  three  great  Powers, 
who  are  principally  concern'd  in  the  preient  Negotia- 
tions; for, 

Fir/},  We  may  fafely  rely  on  the  good  Offices  of  his. 
prefent  Neapolitan  and  Sicilian  Majffiy,  who  owes  his 
Crown  to  Us,  for  the  effectual  Security  of  Gibraltar + 
the  full  Satisfaction  of  our  injured  Merchants,  and. 
the  undifturb'd  Freedom  of  our  Cbinmcrct,  for  the 
future. 

Secondly  the  French  Court  will  certainly  acknow- 
ledge their  Obligations  to  Us,  for  not  interfering  in  their 
Dhputes  with  the  Emperor,  and  leaving  Them  to  mak«; 
the  If. ft  cf  their  Game. 

.  tfbirdh,  and  /^M1,  his  Imperial  Majefty  ha  til  ailured 
us,  in  a  pullick  Memorial,  deliver'd  to  our  Court,  that 
}  le  lhail  never  forget  the  Services  of  the  Britijh  Nation, 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne  ;  ib  that  We  can  have  no- 
dung  to  apprehend  from  Him. 

\  fhall  therefore  conclude  with  wiming  my  Country 
a  biipty  mzv  Tear ;  even  much  more  happy  thaa 
iiunv:,  that  have  gone  before  it  j  and  am,  A'. 

«        -      j~  y.  . 
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1  Remarks  en  (lie  Ecclefiaftical  Part  of  our  ant  lent 
Conjlitution. 

Shall  now  pay  fa. much.  Regard  to  the 
mimjferzal  Wr.it fi  as  to  bellow  a  few. 
Remarks  on  the  ReXgiw  of  our  Ancejlors, 
and  fee  to  what  Caufes  their  Bigotry,  or. 
Slavery,  in  Ecclcfinjiic.il  Mitten,  was 
'  really  owin:; ;  though  ibis  Point  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  our  original  Difpute,  concerning  the 
civil  Part  of  our  Conjlitution. 

I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  ex  peeled  that  I  mould  go  fo 
far  back  as  the  antlent  Britons,  whilft  They  continued 
under  Paganijm  ;  and  even  the  Accounts  of  their  f.rfl 
Cewfrjicn  to  Cbriftianity  have  fuch  a  fabulous  Afjpecl, 
thai  there  is  no  depending  upon  them  >  though  1  think 
it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  fome  of  Them  enx- 
braced  the  Gofpel  before  moft  of  their  Neighbours,  and 
not  long  after  the  Death  of  Cbrift. 

But  the  continual  Ravages  of  the  Pifts  and  Sioti  hav- 
ing driven  Them  to  the  laft  Extremity,  of  calling  in 
t'nzSaxczs  to  their  Aid,  the  latter  foon  became  their  Maf- 
ters;  and,  being  as  yet  Pagans,  perfecuted  the  Ckrfiiajis 
with  Fire  and  Sword,  defiroy'd  their  Chuiches,  and 
left  nothing  in  their  Power  undone  to  extirpate  their 

We  mud  therefore  begin  with  \hzCenverfion  of.  tie 
$<!xovf,  under  :the  Ktign  of  Etlellcrt,  Kir.g  of  Kent ; 
.from  whence  the  Original  of  our  Ecclefiajiical  Cor.Jlitu- 
ti</Kt  or  Cburch-Eftai>Iijlnientt  is  properly  derived  ;  and 

confidering 
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confidering  that  this  great  Revolution  was  brought  a- 
boiit  by  yS^?w  the  Monk,  under  the  Direction  of  Pope 
Gregory  the  \ft,  it  is  no  Wonder  that  the  Religion  of 
the  firfl  Chriftian  Saxons,  who  had  the  King  at  their 
Head,  was  tinftured  with  the  Superftition  of  Tbofe,  by 
whom  They  were  converted.  Indeed,  the  whole  Church 
was  very  much  degenerated,  at  that  Time,  from  its  pri- 
mitive Purity  ;  and  therefore  Mr-  Rapin  obferv.es  very 
well,  «'  *  that  the  Englijh,  converted  in  the  fevextb 
"  Ctrttury,  are  to  be  confider'd  as  in  the  fame  State 
"  with  the  Reft  of  the  Chriftian  World*  at  that..  Time  j 
*'  fince  it  was  not  in  their  Power  to  know  more  than 
"  their  Mafters  taught,Them. 

All  Chrijlendom,  generally  fpeaking,  was  infected  with 
the  Errors  and  Corruptions,  which  the  Church  of  Rome 
had  introduced  ;  though  the  Popis  Authority^  or  Pre- 
eminence over  other  Bijhops,  was  not  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged ;  particularly  by  the  Scots  and  the  WetcDt 
or  antient  Britons  ;  who  having  been  converted  before 
the  Bifhops  of  Rome  fet  up  their  Claims,  adhered  to;the 
Principles  of  their  firft  Teachers,  in  'fame  Particufars  ; 
but  when  We  refka  on  the  Difputes  of  thofe  Times,  it 
is  plain  that  They  had  departed  from  the  Simplicity  oiF 
the'Gofpel,  in  fever.il  others  ;  for  one  of  the  chief  Mat- 
ten  of  Contention,  which  was  agitated  with  great  Vior 
lence,  and  occafionM  feveral  Councils,  was,  whetheif 
E after  ought  to  be  kept  on  \hz  fourteenth  Day  of  the 
Moon,  according  to  the  Jewijh  Cuflom  j  or  on  the 
Sujifay  after  the  fourteenth  Day,  on  which  our  Saviour 
rofe  from  the  Dead.  Another  Point  wss  concerniiig 
the  Manner  of  the  Ecckftaftical  Tonfure ;  That  is,  whtf- 
ther  the  Head  ought  to  be  ftiaved  'round,  where  oar  Sa- 
t'ior  wore  the  Crown  of^  Thorns  ;  or  on  the  Forepart 
only.  From  hence  it  is  evident  that  their  principal 
Difputes  related  only  to  Cireumftaricrs  and  Ceremonies, 
wluch  did  not  aficcl  the  EJJ'entiah  of  'Religion  ;  and  at 

ixlit 

.  :  . _      .  _,          .-. 

*  Rafin>  Vol.  i.  p.  283.  too  Edit. 
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lail  even  the  'Scots  and  Welch  were  prevail'd  upon  to 
own  the  Popit  Jurildiftion,  as  well  as  t.ie  Reft  of  the 
Wind.  •,  Mrfj  » 

But  tho'  the  Church  tif  England  ivas  originally  foun- 
ded on  a  Popijb  Bottom,  it  ij  not  to  be  concluded  that 
Popery  idelf  was  the  lame  Thing  then  as  it  was  ibme 
Ages  afterwards,  or  is  at  prelent ;  for  the  Church  of 
Rome,  notwithftanding  all  her  Pretences,  hath  under- 
gone many  Revolutions,  both  in  Points  of  Fewer  and 
Doftrine,  as  well  as  other  Churches.  I  will  give  ibme 
laftances  of  both. 

And_/?<7?  it  appears,  by  a  Canon  made  in  the  Year 
747,  that  Praying  ia  an  unknown  Tongue  was  not  then 
an  eilablifh'd  "Doftrine  of  the  Church ;  for  the  Prieils 
wereorder'd,  by  that  Canon,  to  teach  the  People  -the 
Apoftles  Creed,  and  the  Lord's  Prayer,  in  the  EvgUja 
Language.  Agreeable  to  which,  Mr.  Rapin  quotes 
Bedis  Authority  and  Advice  to  Egbert,  Aichbifhop  of 
Y(,rk  ;  *  "  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  Chrlftmn: 
"  fhould  know  what  They  faid,  when  TJiey  pray*d  to 
"  God  ;  and  that  They  fliould  be  in!tru<!k<l  in  their 
"  own  native  Tongue »  for  which  Purpoie,  He  had  him- 
"  felf  tranflated  the  Creed  and  the  Lara's  Prayer  into 
"  Englijhy  for  the  Benefit  of  Thofe,  \yho  did  not  under- 
««.  ftand  Latin. 

Itlikewi.'e  appears,  that  Im-age-WorJhlp^Tranfubfl.an- 
tiaticn,  and  feveral  other  Doclrines  of  the  fame  Kind, 
were  not  received  ampngft  the  Articles.. of  ti&Englijh 
Church,  in  tho'.e  Days-  As  to  the  CelibAcy  ,tf  the 
Clergy,  it  was  not  fully.eftablifli'd  amonglt  Them,  till  ac 
lealt  Jive  hundred  Tears  after  their-  Converfi6K,  and 
with  almoft  hifinite  Difiiculty. 

As  to  Matters  of  P ower,  or  what  are  call'd  the  7cm- 

pUM/itiss  of  the  Church, .  they  gain'd   Ground   in    the 

feme  Manner,  from  Ti;ne   to  Time,  jull  as  the  Popes 

'.  '_..._ .  Authority 

ol.  i.  p.  279. 
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Aothority  prevailed,  or  the  Difpofition  of  the  feveral 
Kings  ftjuck  in  with  the  Views  of  the  Clergy. 

But  Rapin  obferves,  *  "  that  notwithftanding  the 
"  great  Condefcention  of  the  Saxon  Kings  towards  the 
"  Clergy  t  They  could  not  retain  the  Privilege  of  chuf- 
'•  ing  their  Bi  flops  and  Aibott.  Whilft  the  Prelate 
"  confined  Themfelves  within  the  Bounds  of  their  paf~ 
"  toral  Funftions  and  meddled  not  with  civil  Matters, 
"  the  Power  of  eh  'fling  was  left  to  the  Chapters.  But 
"  when  the  Bijbops  were  become  rich  and  popular,  and 
"  began  to  interpofe  in  State  Affairs,  by  Virtue  of  th« 
"  Fiefs  They  poflefs'd,  it  was  a  Matter  of  great  Con- 
"  fequence  to  the  Kings  to  '  have  fucb  Bifrcps  and  Ab~ 
"  bots  as  were  in  their  Inter  eft  ;  or,  at  leait,  were  o- 
"  bilged  to  Them  for  their  Preferments.  Accordingly, 
"  the  Kings  began  to  intcrporc  in  EkSti&ns,  by  Way  of 
<l  Can  va  fling  or  Recommendation,  and  very  often  by 
l'  refufmg  to  put  in  Pofleflion  of  the  Fiefs,  belonging 
"  to  the  Church,  or  Abbey,  fuch  Pr  dates  and  Abbots 
"  as  They  did  not  like.  In  fine,  the  Authority  of  the 
"  Court  prevail'd  fo  by  Degrees,  that,  in  the  Time  of 
"  Ethrlred  the  2<i,  the  Monks  had  intirely  loft  the 
"  Privilege  of  chufmg  their  Abbots,  as  appears  from 
"  hgulpbtn.  --  f  In  thofe  Days,  fays  He,  tbe  Monks 
"  and  Abbots  fe/'faffi  reported  to  Court.  But  ever  Jtxce 
"  tbe  Kings  have  difpofsd  of  tbe  Abbeys,  tbe  Monks 
"  have  made  Intcreft  with  tbe  Courtier?,  which  fom*- 
*'  times  etft  'Them  very  dear.  --  This  Hillorian,  adds 
"  Rapin,  loudly  complains  of  this  Abufe,  tho'  He 
"  himfelf  was  inftallM  in  the  Abbey  of  Cropland  by  the 
"  ft  me  Method  ;  That  is,  by  the  folc  Will  and  Plea- 
"  fure  of  William  tbe  Conqueror. 

To  'This  let  us  add,    that  the  Wittcna-Gemots,     or 
cf  thole  Time.«,    had   the  Cognizance  of. 
as  well  as  -of  civil  Affairs  ;  or,  whith'a-  ' 


*  Rapin,  Vol.   2.  pig,   125. 
f  Ipgulpb,  p.  63. 

mounts 


226      The  CRAFTSMAN.       N<?  4^ 

mounts  to  the  fame  Thing,  that  the  Layety  fate  in  Ec- 
chfiaftical  Synods,  and  had  a  Share  in  maiing  Canons. 
They  frequently  exercifed  the  Power  of  dealing  and 
depriving  Bijbops.  Rapin  gives  us  fcveral  inftances  of 
This,  J  particularly  Sritoefm,  who  was  not  only  pro- 
moted to  the  See  of  Canterbury,  but  afterwards  deprived 
of  ic  by  the  Wittena-Gemoi,  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Edgar  ;  and,  in  That  of  Edward  the  Conftffor,  another 
Arch-Eijhop  of  Canterbury  was  turn'd  out  of  his  See, 
bv  \.t&  fame  Authority. 

•'"  From  thefe  Inftances  it  appears,  fays  Rapin,  that 
"  the  WittttTta-Gemot,  or  Myeel-Syaoa,  was  an  Ecti-  /;- 
"  ajiica/znd  political  AJJembly,  at  the  fame  Tinier  and 
"  th<u  ail  Affairs,  relating  both  to  Church,  and  State, 
•«  were  indifferently  debated  there.  It  was  not  till 
41  long  after,  when  the  Pa$al  Authority  was  grown  to 
*'  a  great  Height,  under  the  Ncrxan  Kings,  that  the 
"  Clergy  claim'd  the  Privilege  of  debating  apart; ail 
"  Matters,  which  in  any  wife  related  to  Rftigiaif,  io 
"  Eeclejiaftical  AJftmblies,  or  Synods.  ,  ^  »• 

Having  now  gone  through  the  Reigns  of  the  Sasam 
Kings,  I  fhall  conclude  this  Part  of  the  Enquiry  with 
another  Quotation  from  lhefawe  Hiftorian,  and  a  few 
Remarks  upon  it. 

"  jl  The  Saxons  were  extremely  add  idled  to  Rtligi- 
"  on,  even  before  They  had  the  Happiness  of  becoming 
"  Cbrijlians.  When  'They  fettled  in  Great  Britain* 
'*  They  were  not  only  Idolaters,  bat,  pf  all  the  Hea- 
"  tbtns,  were  the  moil  attach'd  to  the  Service  of  their 
"  Gods,  even  to  the  facrificing  Prifcners  of  War  on  their 
"  Altars.  As  foon  as  They  had  embraced  the  Gojpel, 
"  the  fame  Inclination  cr.ufcd  Them  to  receive  and 
'•  and  piadilej  with  equal  Zeal,  the  Duties  of  th? 
"  . Chriflian  Religi on,  and  whatever  the  Monks,  their 
"  firil  "Teachers,  were  plcaie'd  to  inculcate  in  Them. 

fc?V»5.  !.?i« 
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"  It  was  unlucky  for  Them  that  They  •  fhould  not 
"  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  God,  till  the  Monks  be- 
"  gan  by  Degrees  to"  disfigure  Religion  by  their  fetper- 
**  ftitious  Practices.  As  the  Saxons  were  Men  of  no 
'*  Learning,  and  confequently  not  competent  Judges  of 
"  what  They  were  taught,  They  intirely  gave  Them- 
"  felves  up  to  the  Management  of  their  Guides.  Hence 
*'  their  great  Zeal  in  founding  and  endowing  Mona- 
"  fteries.  They  were  made  to  believe  that  the  Main  of 
"  Religion  confifted  in  enriching  the  Monks  ;  or,  at 
"  leaft,  that  They  might,  by  thofe  Means,  fupply  all 
"  Defedts. 

This  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  what  I  obfcrved  in  a 
former  Paper  ;  *  "  that  Popery  was  eftablifh'd  in  this 
"  Ifland  with  Cbriftiariity  itfelf,  and  continued  to  be 
"  the  only  Religion  for  many  Ages  afterwards  ;  which 
«'  ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  general  Ignorance  of  tho/'e 
'•  Times,  rather  than  to  any  Defeff  in  our  Conftitution. 
"  Our  Anceftors  were  rather  Bigots  than  Siazw  ;  or 
"  Slaves,  at  leait,  in  Principle  and  Faith,  as  well  as 
"  by  Law. 

Yet  This  is  the  Pafiage,  which  gave  Mother  Osborne 
fo  'much  OfFcnce,  that  She  hath  beftow'd  three  or  four 
whole  Papers  upon  it,  iuil  of  her  ufual  Reasoning  ;  the 
Subftance  of  which,  when  reduced  to  a  few  Words*  is; 
;»n*«  that  the  Ignorance  oftbofe  Times  was  owing  to  the 
"  Drf'cf7,"or  rather  to  the  Iniquity  of  our  Conftitution  ; 
' 


•fc'^nd  that  our  Anceftors  were  Bigots,  bccauie  They 
«*•  ''^vcre  Slaves  ;'  or  Slaves  in  Principle  and  Faith,  be- 
"^eiufe  They  were  Stares  by  Law. 

In  Support  of  this  Argument,  She  talks  a  great  deal 
about  that  dreadful  Moti/ler,  Perfecution,  the  Inquifi- 
thn,  the  Baft  He,  Dungeon*,  Halters,  dxcs,  and  a!l 
tbt  terrible  Artillery  of  Ecclefiajiual  Inwnticn  __  . 
'R;Take  away  the  Punijbments^  fays  She,  attending  Dif 
.'  _  , 

*  Craftjman,  Sept,  6;  1735.         i   ,\^  ,»\«f 
.  *  Gazetteer,  Nov.  i,   1735. 
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ferente  of  Opinions,  and  Popery  will  fly  before  Liber- 
ty, Truth,  and  Reafort,  as  naturally  and  neccfTarily 
as  Darknej's  gives  Way  to  the  Appearance  of  the 
Sun."  •  — •  •  Again  ;  "  there  never  was  a  Country  in 
the  World,  where  Liberty  of  Speculation  and  Deafen- 
ing was  allow'd,  but  the  People  generally  difcover'd 
"  ufeful  "Truth,  and  grew  in  Love  with  Reafon  and 
"  Virtue. 

But  it  unluckily  happens,  that  all  this  deep  Reajcning 
is  nothing  to  the  Purpofe,  in  the  prefent  Cafe  ;  for  the 
ftlleft  Liberty  of  Speculation  and  Reafclting  wou^d  have 
been  of  very  little  Ufe  in  the  Times,  of  which  We  are 
{peaking ;  when  the  general  Ignorance  of  the  People,  not 
only  in  England,  but  in  all  Parts  of  Europe,  was  plainly 
derived  from  another  Source  than  any  Defefi,  or  Ini- 
quity, in  the  Conftitution  of  tbeir  civil  Governments ;  I 
mean  the  very  low  Ebb,  to  which  Learning  was  re- 
duced by  the  Ravages  of  the  ncrikrfn  hvadcn ;  and 
the  continual  Wars,  with  which  They  were  irtfefied 
for  feveral  Ages,  before  They  arrived  at  any  fix'd 
Settlement. 

Befides,  the  moft  dreadful  Part  af  that  Ecdefwftital 
Artillery,  which  Mrs.  Qsborne  hath  painted  in  fuch 
pathetick  Colours,  was  not  invented  till  feveral  Ages 
after  theory?  Eflablijhmrnt  of  Cbrijiianity  in  this  King' 
dam,  as  will  appear  in  the  Sequel ;  but  being  now  got 
to  a  new  and  memorable  j£ra,  I  chufe  to  break  off 
here,  for  the  prefent,  and  refer ve  the  Reft  for  another 
Paper.  D. 

Ta  be  ccndttded  in  cur  stxt. 


SATUR 
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Continuation  cf  our  lift  ;  being  Remarks  &K  the  EC- 
clefiaftical  Part  of  our  Cenjlituticn. 

jUT  though  the  temporal  Authority   of 
the  Church  of'Rome  was  not  carried   to 
any  exorbitant  Height  till  after  the  Con- 
queft,  She  was  fo  far  from  being  a  Gain- 
er by  that  Revolution,  at  firit,  that  She 
.loft  a   great  deal  of  Ground  by  it,    and 
was  in  Danger  of  Idling 'all  She  had  got  before;  for  in- 
i  d'.-vout  and  mperftitious  Race  of  Kings,   like 
tK>  Saxons,  She  had   now    to  deal   with  Princes  o'f  a 
Spirit,  who   would  admit  of  no    Partners   in 
their  Dominion,   nor  hear  of  any  Diftin&ions  between 

•gy  ar.J  L/nv/v,   in  that  Reipcft. 

It  is  tiye,  ivdecd,  tln-t  the  Separation  of  the  rcclrji- 

afi'.wl &K&  civil  Courts   is    generally   attributed    to  trie 

'•,'iWiHicm  the   \il  ;  but   however  That    may 

be,  jt  i.;  certain,  as  a  Life  Writer  obferves,  *  ibat  it  zy'is 

'as  ti  give  tbe   former  an  cxdufoe  Ju- 

: .  ecdefii  ":    '  C  u'~   ,  till  manyYear}  aftcr- 

r;;/?.-.?'-  ;   f-r  it  t:ppe.-.r.s   that  the  -]-  Even:  :kte  with    the 

at  LohJ-.n,  in  the  f:r;l 

Year  of  Henry  the  z^Ywi'  i-lsirs  were   de- 

bated, both  whh  Relation  to  Church  and  State. 

It  is  likewise  true   that  William  the  Corqueror  lent 

for  two  Legates  from  Rome,    to  prefide  at  a   Council ; 

VOL.  XIV.  U  but 

*  See  an  Examination  of  the  Scheme  cf  Church  Pozvtr, 
&c,  p..zs>. 

f  "Ktyi*,  «'«/.  3-  p.  $oz* 
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but  it  was  only  to  get  rid  of  fo-me  Bijbops,  whom  lie 
did  not  like  ;  and  when  They  had  gone  as  far  as  They 
thought  fit,  He  made  Ufe  of  his  own  Authority  againll 
the  Reft,  by  banifhing  Some,  and  imprisoning  Others? 
without  any  canonical  Procefs. 

He  went  fo  far  as  to  cancel  all  the  Immunities, 
•which  the  Saxon  Kings  had  granted  by  Charter  to  fe- 
veral  Bijhops  and  Abbots  ;  and  not  only  fubjcfled  their 
Lands,  as  well  as  Thofe  of  Others,  to  military  Service, 
bat  even  quarter'd  moft  of  his  Troops  in  the  Mor.af- 
teries,  and  obliged  the  Monks  to  provide  Them  with 
NecefTaries.  Nay,  He  is  faid  to  have  feized  upon  all 
their  Money  and  Plate,  without  (paring  even  the  Shrines 
and  consecrated  Veffels. 

In  fhort,  He  govern'd  the  Clergy-  at  home  with  as 
tight  a  Rein  as  the  Layety ;  and  as  for  Gregory  ihe  jtb, 
(one  of  the  moft  haughty,  daring,  and  active  Popes, 
that  ever  fate  in  the  holy  Chair)  He  was  fo  far  from 
doing  Him  the  Homage,  which  was  demanded,  that  He 
made  a  Jed  of  ^Decrees,  and  forbad  his  Subjects;  to 
acknowledge  any  Pope,  or  to  receive  any  Orders  from 
Rome,  without  his  Leave. — Gregory,  with  all  his  Ar- 
rogance, was  fo  well  apprized  of  William's  Refolu- 
tion,  that  He  thought  fit  to  acquiefce ;  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  fuffer'd  Him  to  exercife  the  Right  of  In- 
veftitures,  (That  is,  the  Collation  to  Bijhepricks  )  with- 
out any  Molcftation,  whilft  He  was  thundering  out  his 
Anathema's  againft  the  Emperor,  upon  the  feme  Ac- 
count, and  compelling  Him  to  a  dijbcncurabk  Homage. 
William  RuJ'us  being  a  Prince  of  the  fame  inflexi- 
ble Difpofition  with  his  Father,  the  Pope  did  not  care 
to  have  any  Conteft  with  Him  ;  but  even  permitted 
Him  to  i'eize  on  the  Temporalities  of  vacant  Bijhop- 
ricks,  for  his  own  Ufe ;  and,  having  ftript  them  as 
clean  as  He  could,  to  difpofe  of  them  to  the  be  ft  Bid- 
-der,  without  daring  to  efpoufe  the  Caufe  of  the  Ciergt, 
«hoapp«l'd,oHim. 
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When  Hc.'irj  the  \fl  came  to  the  Crown,  He  found 
Himfelf  nnrch  in  Need  of  the  Ckrgrff  AMiilancc  ;  and 
Hvi  g  'nade  Them  foine  Conceffions,  on  that  Account,' 
the  Pop:,  thought  This  a  proper  Time  to  make  an  At- 
tempt in  his  own  Favour. 

As'    the    Ltgatiae  Pozver  was  one  of  the   principal 

Foundation-Stones,  on  which  the  temporal  Sovereignty 

of  Rfrme  was  defign'd  to  be  eredted,  the  firil  Thing  He 

did    was  lending  over  a    Per  ion,    \vith   that  Char  after, 

tc  rcfidc  in  England  ;  for   which  there  had  been  a  few 

'^rctcdcnt:',    but  This  was  oppofed   by  the  BiJ&eps  and 

as  well    as  the   King  ;   the  former  of  whom 

•ran   ir  as  an  Infringement  of  their  own  Pr-hi- 

Ifgf:  ;  aiid  therefore   the  latter  might,    \vith    the  more 

..•rbid  Him  to  exercife  any  Branch  of  his  Com- 

miffion  in  this  Kingdom. 

But  Henry  the  \fl  had  a  Difpute  with  Anjclm,  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury  which  gnve  Him  a  gre:it  deal 
more  Trouble.  T^isrPre/afe,  who  was  thoroughly  de- 
voted to  the  Inter  eft  s  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  had  two 
great  Points  at  Heart,  which  He  fpared  no  Pains  to  ac- 
compliih.  One  was  the  Cekbacj  of  the  Clergy  ;  and 
the  other  to  wreft  the  Invfftiturts  out  of  the  King's 
Hands.  For  this  Purpofe,  He  convened  a  Synod,  in 
xvhich  lie  got  all  married  Prirjls  excommunicated,  and. 
was  going  to  proceed  in  the  lame  Manner  againft  the 
PiJbeps,vj\\Q  had  received  their  Inveftitures  from  the 
King.  The  former  was  a  Point,  in  which  Henry  was 
10  lir 'e  concern 'd  Himfelf,  that  He  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  difguft  the  drcbbiftop.  by  giving  Himfelf 
any  Trouble  about  it  ;  and  therefore  fufier'd  the  Decree. 
to  pals,  without  any  Oppofition,  except  what  it  met 
witli  from -the  inferior  Clergy,  who  did  all  in  their 
Power  to  prevent  it.  But  the  latter,  concerning  the 
InvejtitureSy  touch'd  his  Prerogative  fo  nearly,  that  He 
exerted  his  whole  Strength  againlt  it.  The  Arckbijhop 
wksas  refoluteon  lhe«/2yr  Side;  and  being  back'd  by  the 
Court  of  Rome,  whofe  Caufe  it  properly  was,  He  went 
U  2  in 
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in  Perfon  thither,  and  appealed  to  the  Pope.  The  King 
fent  Ambaffadars  after  Him,  to  plead  his  Caufe  ;  and 
^Things  were  carry'd  to  fuch  an  Height,  that  as  the 
Archbijkop  was  actually  deprived  of  his  Temporalities, 
during  his  Absence,  fo  the  King  was  threaten'd  with. 
Excommunication.  Bat  at  laft,  after  this  Affair  had 
been  contefled  with  great  Vehemence  for  feveral  Years 
together,  the  Pope  thought  fit  to  compound  the  Matter, 
by  allowing  the  Bijbcps  and  Abbots  to  do  Homage  to 
the  King  for  their  Temporalities,  upon  Condition  that 
H?  v/jtild  give  up  the  Ceremony  of  in  veiling  Them 
with  the  Ring  and  paftoral  Staff. 

Thus  ended  this  Difpute  >  in  which  Henry  fhew'd  fo 
much  Firmnefs,  that  He  wore  out  the  reft  of  his  Life 
without  any  farther  Difturbances,  of  the  fame  Nature. 

But  the  Convulfions,  in  the  next  Reign,  on  Account 
of  a  disputed  Title,  gave  the  Court  cfRcmezn  Oppor- 
tunity, which  She  knew  very  well  how  to  improve. 
She  could  not  poffibly  have  a  better  Inflrument  for  that 
Purpofe  than  Henry  Bifhop  oiWincbeflet,  King  Stephen's 
Brother,  and  one  of  the  principal  Afters  in  all  tho'e 
Commotions.  For  this  Reafon,  the  Pope  appointed 
him  Legate,  in  Prejudice  to  Theobald  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  to  whom  it  belong'd.  This  engaged  the 
two  Predates  in  a  Difpute,  which  occafion'd  feveral 
Appeals  to  Rome,  a  Thing  not  verv  common  before, 
and  introduced  the  Study  of  the  Canon  Law  in  'Eng- 
land. At  length,  the  Legatejbip  was  taken  from  the 
Bifhop  ofWiitebeJler,  and  confei'd  on  the  Arcbbijbfy, 
not  as  his  Due,  but  as  an  Acl  of  tneer  Grace-irA  Fa- 
vour from  the  Pofe.  By  thefe  Means,  the  pretended 
Right  of  (ending  Legates  hither,  diiKnft  from  the  Arch- 
l^liiop  of  Canterbury,  was  fo  firmly  eltablifh'd,  that 
the  Popes  exercifed  it  for  the  future,  juft  as  it  fuhei 
their  Intereft. 

•Henry  the  id,  who  fucceeded,  was  a  Prince  of  a  great 
Spirit,  and  fcems  to  have  fet  his  Heart  upon  p;uii;:g  a 
Stop  to  the  riipatVfiirpations,  which  He  b'e^an  in  the 

Con- 
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Canjhtutions  of  Clarendon  ;  but  having  unfortunately 
placed  an  injolent  Upftart  at  the  Head  of  the  Church  t 
He  was  oppofed  by  Him  in  all  his  Attempts,  and 
drawn  into  a  long  Scene  of  Vexations,  which  ended  at 
laft  in  the  Murther  of  his  Oppo/er,  and  his  own  Dijba- 
vour  ;  for  being  charg'd  with  directing,  or  conniving  at 
Beckef$  Affeflination,  Ke  was  forced  to  buy  his  Peace 
with  the  Cburch,  upon  very  hard  Terms  ;  particularly, 
by  promising  never  to  oppofe  the  Pope's  Will ;  nor  for- 
bid any  Appeals  to  the  Court  of  Rome  ;  and  to  abolifh 
all  Laws  and  Cujloms,  that  had  been  lately  introduced, 
to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Church.  Befides  thefe  Concef- 
fions,  He  was  likewife  obliged  to  go  barefoot  to  Beckcfs 
Tomb,  and  fubmit  to  a  feandalous  D  if  tip  line  from  the 
Hands  of  the  Monks. 

This  Aft'air  was  attended  with  fatal  Confequences 
to  England,  as  well  as  all  Europe,  and  carried  the 
Papal  Authority  to  a  monftrous  Height ;  for  who  muft 
not  tremble  at  a  Power,  which  had  obliged  a  Prince  of 
fo  high  a  Spirit  as  Henry  the  zd  to  ftoop  to  fuch  fhame.- 
ful  Conditions  ? 

As  for  Richard  the  i/7,  though  He  was  a  Prince  of 
a  moil  undaunted  Courage,  it  was  turn'd  fo  much  to  the 
new  Humour  of  Cruj"adingr  or  making  War  upon  the 
Imidels  in  the  c/c/y  Land,  that  He  had  no  Time,  if  He 
had  any  Inclination,  to  redrefs  thefe  Abufes  at  home  ; 
for  during  his  whole  Reign,  which  lafted  almoft  ten 
Yu:r3,  He  did  not  live  above  eight  Months  in  Eng- 
liUiL 

Ir.  the  two  next  P>.eigns,  which  were  both  full  cf 
T/oubles  and  Difturbances,  the  Popes  play'd  all  their 
Game  with  consummate  Dexterity  and  Addrefs.  In 
That  of  King  Job/i,  Innocent  the  ^d  having  order'd 
Cardinal  Lanftw  to  be  chofen  ArchbiiliOp  of  Canter* 
bury,  in  Oppoiition  to  one  nominated  .by  the  King,  it 
created  a  Quarrel  between  Them,  which' gave  the  Pope 
ini.nite  Advantage,  and  ended  in  making  England  a  Pro* 
vince  to  the  See  of  Rome.  He  firft  oi  all  put  the 
U  3 
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Kingdom  under   an  Intcrdicl  ;    then  excommunicated 
the  King,  and  abfolved  ihe  People  from  their  Allegiance. 
Afcer  This,  He  call'd  a  Goafifary  ;  in  which  He  pro- 
ceeded to    a  formal  Dcpofetion,  and   impower'd  Philip, 
King  of  France,  to  put  the  Sentence  in  Execution,  with 
a  Promife  of  the  Crown  of  England  to  Him  and  his 
Heirs  for   ever.     At  the  fame  Time,    He  publifh'd  a 
Sort  of  Crufado  againft  King   John,  exhorting  all  chri- 
ftian  Princes  to  lend  their  Affiftance  towards  fo  pious 
an    Undertaking.     Philip,   who    greedily  accepted  of 
this  CommiJJion,   made   vaft  Preparations  both  by  Sea 
and  Land,  to  get  Pofleffion  of  his  new  Kingdom  j  and 
John  was  nolefs   indaftrious    to   put    Himlelf  into  a 
Pofture  of  Defence.     But  when  the  Scheme  was  juft 
ready  for  Execution,  a  Legate  from  the  Pope  arrived  in 
England,  with  Orders  to  reprefent  to  the  King  the  Dan- 
ger He  was  in,  from  his  own  Subjefts,  as  well  as  the 
French,  and  to  offer  Him  the  Papers  Protection,  in  Cafe 
He  would  make  his  Submiffion  to  the   Church.     The 
King  was  ftagger'd  at  firft   with  this  Propofal  ;   but  the 
Legate's   Intelligence  agreeing  with  what   He  had  re- 
ceived before,  concerning  the  Difafftftion  of  his  Barons, 
He  was   at  lafl   induced  to  comply  with  it;  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which  Herefign'd  his  Crown,  which  he  laid 
at  the  Legate's  Feet,  with  the  other  Regalia  ;   acknow- 
ledged Himfclf  a  Pa/frl  of  the  koly  See,  to  which  He 
did  Homage,  in  the  Perfon  of  the  Legate  ;  and  bound 
all  his  Succeflbrs,  as  well  asHimfeif,  to  pay  a  thoufand 
Marks  a  Tear,  on  Pain  of  forfeiting  their  Right  to  the: 
drown.     In  Return  for  all  which,  the  Legate  was  gra- 
cioufly  plea  fed,  to  reftore  the  Crown  and  Scef>tre,\vh]ch 
he  had  kept    five  Days;  and  Cardinal  Lantton,    who 
was  now  received  as   Arcbbijhop  of  Catnerl/urv,  pave 
the  King   Absolution,  upon  renewing  his  Oath  of  Obe- 
dience to  the  Pope.     But  as  the  Nation  flill  continued 
under  an  Interdict,   snd  the  Banns  had  enter'd  into  a 
Confederacy  for  the  Support  of  their   Liberties,  hnccent 
took  an  Advantage  from  thefe  ContentiORs  to  ftrengthen 
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his  new-acquired  Sovereignty,  by  obliging  the  King  to 
refign  his  Crown  a  fecond  Time,  in  a  more  folemn 
Manner  ;  and  having  made  Restitution  to  the  Clergy, 
according  to  the  Pope's  Direction,  the  Interdift  was  taken 
off  from  the  Kingdom,  after  it  had  lafted  above  fix 
Years. 

1  have  been  the  more  particular  in  my  Relation  of 
thefe  fcandalous  Tranfaflions,  in  order  to  fhew  that  the 
Tyranny  of  the  Church  of  Rome  was  now  grown  to 
the  utmolt  Extravagance  ;  and  it  is  no  Wonder  that 
from  henceforth  She  fhould  treat  England  as  a  Prwince, 
or  conquer 'd  Country,  and  lay  what  Contributions  upon 
it  She  thought  fit.  Accordingly,  in  the  next  Reign,  of 
Henry  the  ^d,  which  was  as  weak  as  it  was  long  and 
troublefome,  the  Clergy,  as  well  as  the  People,  groan'd 
under  a  Series  of  grievous  Oppreffions,  in  which  the 
Popes  were  abetted  and  fupported  by  the  King. 

But  the  Weight  of  tbefe  Burthens  grew  lb  intolerable 
at  laft,  that  the  People  began  to  complain  very  loudly 
againfi  them  ;  and  the  different  Character  of  Edward 
the  \fl,  from  That  of  his  Father  and  Grandfather,  gave 
Them  fome  Hopes  of  Relief.  They  were  not  deceived 
in  this  Expectation  ;  for  it  being  reprefented  to  Him, 
that  their  Grievances  arofe  principally  from  the  Riches 
of  the  Clergy,  which  were  daily  ixcreafing,  without  be- 
ing fubject  to  any  Alienation  ;  and  that  all  the  Lands  cf 
the  Kingdom  mult,  by  thefe  means,  fall  into  their 
Hands ;  He  funimon'd  a  Parliament,  and  to  the  great 
Joy  of  the  Nation  got  a  Law  pail  for  the  Reformation 
of  this  Abufe,  by  prohibiting  all  Perfons  10  difpofe  of 
their  E Hates  to  Societies,  that  never  die,  without  the 
Kings  Confenr.  This  was  call'd  the  Statute  of  Mort- 
main, as  it  was  intended  to  prevent  Eftates  from  falling 
into  dead  Handi,  and  gave  a  fatal  Blow  to  the  Power  of 
the  Pope,  as  well  as  the  Clergy,  whofe  Interefis  were 
generally  united;  though  upcn  icvcral  Occafions  the 
latter  fmarted  under  the  Rod  of 'Jfiritual  Tyrtntr.y,  as  well 
as  tie  Laycty,  Ibis  AT. //g- -gave  fevcral  other  Inftances 

of 
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of  his  Refolution  to  check  the  Infolence  of  the  Ecch- 
Jiafticks  in  his  Reign  ;  and  being  known  to  be  a  Prince 
of  no  complying  Temper,  They  were  fo  wile  as  to 
give  Way  to  Him. 

Had  Edward  the  zd  trod  in  the  Steps  of  his  Father, 
He  might  have  gone  a  great  Way  towards  throwing  off 
this  galling  Yoke  ;  for  the  vigorous  Refolutions  of  fe- 
deral Parliaments,  in  his  Reign,  are  fufficient  to  iriew 
how  much  the  Nation  was  difpofed  to  it.  But  as  He 
fuffer'd  Himfelf  to  be  govern'd  by  a  Succeffion  of  vile 
and  odious  Favourites,  He  was  obliged  to  fly  to  the  Court 
of  Rome  for  Protection  againft  his  Subjcfts,  and  facrifice 
the  I mereft  of  his  Kingdom  to  the  View  of  his  own  Safety, 
but  the  Event  mew'd  how  fatally  He  was  miftaken. 

In  the  glorious  Reign  of  his  Son  and  Succeflbr,  Ed- 
ward the  T)d,  ^Parliament  apply'd  Themfelves  again 
in  good  Earned  to  redrefs  thefe  Grievances,  by  the  Sta- 
tute^ of  Provijors  and  Premunire  ;  but  having  expiain'd 
the  Benefit?  of  thefe  tw)  Acts,  in  my  late  Remarks  on. 
that  Reign,  it  is  necdlcis  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  any 
Thing  farther  upon  them  at  prefent.  I  fhall  therefore 
only  obferve  that  all  the  Penalties,  with  which  they 
were  inforced,  had  little  or  no  Effedl  on  the  Court  cf 
Rome,  who  paid  no  Regard  to  Acts  of  Parliament,  snd 
therefore  continued  their  Usurpations ;  insomuch  that, 
towards  the  latter  End  of  King  Edward's  Reign,  a  very 
fharp  Memorial  was  prefented  to  the  Parliament,  fetting 
forth  the  Extor lions  of  the  Pope  ;  in  which*  amonglt 
other  Tli..  PS,  it  is  faid,  that  bis  Avarice  was  wzrfe 
than  tbt  Pxigue ;  and  that  unlefs  fume  effig final 
was  tut  t.  tbefe  Oppreffions,  E 

.'  State  of  abjett  5/.z-: '.vy.  'I'hL  produced  a 
Sor.  of  Aj-i-cement  between  the  KJng  and  the  rope,  for 
the  prefent  ;  but  both  of  Them  dying  (con  after,  .fa 
fucceeding  Pupes  did  not  think  '1  hem'.eives  boa;. 
Gregc.y\  Engagements.  However,  the  People's  Eyes 
began  >.ovv  to  be  open'd  ;  and  Witklijfe,  \\lio  appear'4 
about  this  Time,  not  only  met  with  Abundance  cf  Fol- 
lowers 
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lowers  in  the  Univerlity  of  Oxford,  but  Support  and 
Protection  from  feveral  great  Men  at  Court,  againil  the 
Perfecution  of  the  Pvpe  and  the  Biihop  of  Lendon.  D 


To   HIM,  whom  it  may  concern. 

GETS,  Sir  Blue,  have  maul'd  Thee  fore, 
Juil  like  great  Burlefab  heretofore  ; 
Spencer  to  Him  a  Foe  We  fee, 
.A  fid  P — pe  was  never  Friend  to  Thee  ; 
But  Prole  extolls  a  Cecifs  Name, 
And  Cambden  gives  a  Right  to  Fame; 
Who  then,  mcft  admirable  Kr:i?bt, 
Thy  matchlefs  Aftions  mall  recite  ? 
Say,  what  Hillorian  wilt  Thou  fix  on, 
Pitt,  Norton,  drnal,  or  OLlmixon  ? 
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Cmclujiott  of  our  Remarks  on  the  Ecclefiaftical  Part  of 
our  ant  lent  Conftitution. 

N  the  next  Reign,  bad  as  it  was,  the 
Court  of  Rome  was  far  from  recovering 
any  Ground  ;  for  though  Richard  the 
zd  gave  the  Bifhops  a  Power  to  imprifon 
Hereticks,  without  his  particular  Con- 
fent,  upon  eveiy  '  ccafion  ;  (  which 
They  could  never  obtain  before  ;  )  the  Parliament  foon 
obliged  Him  to  revoke  his  Grant,  as  deitrudive  to  the 
Liberties  of  the  Subjeft,  and  enter'd  into  other  vigo- 
rous Meafuies  againft  the  Ulurjptions  of  the  Pope ; 
for, 

In 
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In  the/ryl?  P//z«ff,  They  made  a  Law,  declaring  all 
foreign  Ecclefiajlids  incapable  of  holding  any  Benefices 
in  England',  and,  in  order  to  render  it  effectual,  the 
King^s  Subjects  were  prohibited,  under  very  fevere  Pe- 
nalties, to  f.irm  any  Benef.ces,  confer'd  upon  Aliens  by 
the  Court  of  Rome.  The  Parliament  likewife  petition'd 
the  King  to  baniih  d\fucb  Foreigners,  who  refided  here, 
and  to  feizc  the  Piofits  of  their  ^Benefices  ;  with  which 
He  thought  fit'to  comply. 

Secondly,  They  confirmed  and  enlarged  the  Statutes 
of  Pro#ifirs  and  Pretnunire,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
if  it  di.l  not  put  a  Stop  to  the  Pope's  Pretenfions,  it  dc- 
ter'd  the  $nglift>,  who  \vere  fubject  to  the  Laws,  from 
offending  againft  them  ;  ard  ihou^h  a  Nuniio,  wha 
was  fent  into  England  upon  that  Account,  thrcatcn'd 
the  Parliament  with  Extremities,  if  They  did  not  re- 
peal tbefe  Statutes,  his  Menaces  had  no  farther  Effect 
than  to  obtain  a  Pardon  for  Thofe,  who  were  already 
guilty,  till  the  next  Parliament, 

Nay,  a  Proclamation  was  iiTued,  in  tl;ls  Reign, 
commanding  all  Peribns,  who  were  gone  to  Rome,  .in 
order  to  folicit  the  Repeal  of  tbefe  Statutes,  to  return 
home  within  a  limited  Time,  on  Pain  of  Death  and 
Confifcation  of  their  Eftates. 

The  Clergy  were  likewife  forbidden,  under  great  Pe- 
nalties, to  pay  a  Tax,  which  the  Pope  had  impofed  up- 
on Them. 

Thus  flood  our  ecclefiaflical  Affairs,  when  Richard 
the  2d  was  depored  ;  but  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  ran  very 
fait  back  again,  under  Henry  the  ^th  ;  who,  coming 
to  the  Crown  with  a  diiputed  Title,  found  it  neceflary 
to  court  the  Affections  of  the  Ckrgy.  He  began  his 
Reign  therefore  with  alluring  Them  of  hh  Protection 
in  all  their  Immunities,  and  offering  to  join  with 
Them  in  any  Meafures  for  the  Extirpation  of  Hcrefy.  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  the  Statutes  of  Provifors  and  Pr<r- 
munire  were  again  confirm'd  and  enforced  by  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  Beginning  of  this  Reign  j  but  though  the 

King 
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King  did  not  think  fit  to  refufe  his  Affent  to  tbis  Aft, 
He  connived  at  the  Breach  of  it  more  than  any  of 
his  Predeceffors  ;  and,  in  the  very  fame  Parliament  t 
effectually  made  good  his  Promife  to  the  Clergy, 
by  getting  an  AcY  pais'd  for  the  burning  of  Here- 
ticks. 

Sir  Robert  Cotton  calls  tbis  Aft  "  *  the  firft  Statute 
"  and  butcherly  Knife,that  the  impeaching  Prelates  pro- 
"  cured,  or  had,  againft  the  poor  Preachers  ofCbriJfs 
*'  GoJ'pel  ;"  and  Mr.  Rapin  obferves,  "  -f  that  there 
"  was  no  Law  for  delivering  over  Hereticks  to  ihefetu- 
"  lar  Arm  till  tbis  Reign  j  "  though  He  tells  us,  in 
another  Place,  "  $  that  certain  Hereticks,  call'd  Publi- 
"  cans,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  id,  being  dcliver'd 
«'  over  to  theffcu/ar  Magift  rates,  were  not  only  brand- 
"  -ed  with  an  hot  Iron,  but  all  Perfons  were  forbid, 
•"  under  fevere  Penalties,  to  give  Them  any  Relief; 
<«''i)y  which  Means  They  miferably  perifli'd."  —  But 
This  fecms  to  have  been  done  by  Virtue  of  Prerogative, 
or  arbitrary  Power  ;  and  therefore  is  not  to  our  prefer  t 
-Point.  The  Statute  of  Henry  the  ^tb  was  the  firft 
Lew,  that  inflicted  capital  Punifhments  upon  Hertfy, 
or  Opinions  fo  call'd  ;  and  it  was  thoughjt  of  fo  much 
Confcqucnce  to  the  Clergy,  that  They  immediately  got 
a  precedent  upon  it,  by  condemning  one  Sawtre,  as 
a  Lollard,  or  W  ickllffitc,  and  burning  Him  alive. 

Hov\.ever,  the  new  Doftrine,  as  it  was  call'd,  had 
mv.v  gain'd  io  much  Strength,  that  the  Majority  of  the 
fftftffe  of'  Commons  were  inclined  to  it,  and  prelented 
fcverarpetitions  to  the  King,  in  Favour  of  the  Lollards, 
and  againft  the  Abufes  of  the  Clergy  ;  but  whatever  the 
•Kings  fecret  Opinion  might  be,  as  to  tbefe  Matters, 
Hik  coniknt  Jealoafy  of  Defigns  againft  Him,  and  the 
Fear  of  lo.'ing  his  Crown,  which  rofe  at  lail  even  to  a 

*  Cotton's  Record's,  p.  405. 
f  Vol.  4.  >>.  471. 

•  t  r*t.  3.  p.-  502. 
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ifti  Weaknc%     prevail'd  upon  Him  to  efpoufe  i 
Cauic  of  ,the  Clergy,    and   rcucl  the  Petitions  of  tke 
us,    in  an  imperious  Manner. 

His  Son,  Henry  the  $th,  who  was  a  Prince  of  a  dif- 
ferent Complexion,  fhew'd  a  favourable  Difpofition  at 
£rft  towards  the  Wickliffitei,  and  TeemM  averfe  to  any- 
forcible  Methods  of  propagating  Religion  ;  but  this 
Difcovery  gave  the  Clergy  fuch  an  Alarm,  that  They 
fpared  no  Pains  to  kilpire  Him  with  different  Senti- 
ment?. They  judged  that  nothing  could  do  This  fo 
effectually,  as  perfuading  Him  that  the  Lollards  were 
Enemies  to  hit  Gwerment,  and  had  enterM  into  a  Con- 
fpiracf  pgair:/*  his  Life.  A  private  Meeting,  which  the 
Wnkli$t&  held  at  this  Time,  contrary  to  a  Proclama- 
tion, tuj-rufii'd  the  Clergy  with  a  fire  Opportunity  for 
their  Piifpo-  ihe  Help  of  feveral  exaggerated 

Circumltar.ee.',  induced  the  King  to  give  Credit  te 
Them.  Upon  This,  He  made  fome  Examples  of  S.e- 
vfrity  ;  s;.a  the  Death  of  Sir  "Jc.kn  O!dcafl!ct  Lord  Cob- 
kan.  who  WES  condemn'd  and  hunt  for  Herffy,  at  the 
Inili^aticn  of  the  Clergy,  though  sccuied  of  being  at 
the  Head  of  this  SLi?n-Pl<,t,  will  be  an  eternal  Bleimfh 
on  his  Memory.  But,  as  Henry  the  5^  iiad.'form'd  a 
Defign  of  conquering  France,  it  was  rjccefTary  for^Hira 
to  keep  well  with  the  Clergy  ;  which,  was  not  to  be 
done,  without  obliging  Them  in  this  main  /:: 
However,  He  did  not  luffer  Them  to  go  .on  very  far 
in  their  Ptrfecutuai  ',  and  gave  th.c  P^pc  foir.e  '.Ic::i  ca- 
tions-, by  fuppreffing  the  alU'n  Priori fs,  \vi;hcut  a 
his  Conienr,'  and  prohibiting  any  Scclejla/fickj.  tp.iae  Ad- 
mitted into  Benefices,  upon  the  Popis  Prci-l 

The  Temper  of  Henry  the  6th  i.  :  Cter^y 

Hopes  of  great  Advantages  in  his  Rcien  ;  and  very  p^a- 
bably  They  would,  not  have  been  diisppohited,  h^d 
He  been  able. to  hold  the  Reins  of  Government  in 
own  Hands.  Bat  Ihofe,  who  managed  hjs  Aflajra,  both 
during  his  Minority  and  afterward/,  were  Men  .of  a  dif- 
fereHt  Character.  Befides,  the  latter  Part  of  his  Reign 
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was  fa  much  diilurb'd  with  Faftions  at  Court,  and  civil 
Wars,  that  there  was  very  little  Time  to  bellow  on  cc- 
dejiaftical  Affairs.  It  however  deferves  mentioning 
that,  even  in  tbii  Reign,  the  Clergy  were  forbidden  tq 
pay  an  extraordinary  Tax,  which  Pope  Nicholas  the 
ftp  had  demanded  of  Them,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  bok 
See. 

Edward  the  ^tb  being  advanced  to  the  Throne,  du- 
ring the  Life-Time  of  Henry  the  f)tb,  cultivated  the  In» 
tereil  of  the  Clergy,  (  like  other  Princes •,  in  the  fame 
Condition  )  by  making  Them  a  Concejjion,  which  They 
had  long  fought  in  vain  from  his  Prcdeceffors.  I  mean 
that  all  ecclcfiaftical  Perfons  fhould  be  try'd  only  in  the 
ecclefiajlical  Court ;  and  that  the  King's  J udges  mould 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Them,upon  any  Account  what- 
foever.  By  this  Charter,  He  broke  through  the  Sta- 
tutes of  Provifors  and  Premunire,  which  feveral  Par- 
liaments had  enacted,  in  order  to  reduce  the  Pope's 
ufurp'd  Authority,  and  fcreen'd  the  Clergy  from  the 
Penalties  inflicted  by  them.  But  as  This  was  done 
without  any  Parliamentary  Authority,  it  was  not  bind- 
ing in  Law.  Befide?,  having  made  Them  eafy  in  this 
great  Point,  by  an  Aft  of  Power,  He  did  not  think  fit 
to  indulge  Them  in  the  Spirit  of  perfecuting  Others  ; 
and  indeed  his  whole  Reign  was  fo  much  troubled  with 
civil  Wars,  as  well  as  Thofe  of  his  Succeflors,  till  the 
Union  cftbe  two  Rofes,  that  the  Affairs  of  the  Church 
lay  almoft  dormant,  during  that  Time. 

Henry  the  7th  was  fo  fully  intent  on  his  two  fa- 
vourite Points,  of  fecuring  the  Crczun  to  bis  Family, 
and  heaping  up  Riches,  that  He  took  all  poffible  CaVe 
not  to  diiguft  either  the  People,  or  the  Clergy  ;  an  J  t!u  ic- 
fore  kept  the  Church  upon  much  the  fame  Foor,  as  II,; 
found  it. 

But  I  mull  obferve,  in  this  Place,  that  the  People  of 
E Kg! and,  as  well  as  of  all  Europe,  had  for  a  long  Time 
been  extremely  deiirous  of  a  ReformatiitJt  in  the  Cl'urcb, 
with  Regard  to  the  Opprcffions  of  the  Fc-pes  and  the 
VOL.  XIV.  X 
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Clergy,  in  Point  of  Power  and  Riches  ;  nay,  We  have 
feen,  in  the  foregoing  Deduction,  that  moft  of  our 
Kings,  li  nee  the  Ccnqueft,  have  contefled  //>/j  Pu;»/ 
with  the  Church  of  Rome,  upon  particular  Occafions. 
But  Rapln  obferves  very  well,  *  "  that  in  thefe  Con- 
«*  lefts  the  Popes  had  great  Advantages.  Every  Pope 
"  conftantly  adhered  to  \htjame  Maxims,  without  the 
' '  leaft  Variation.  But  it  was  not  ib  as  to  the  Kings  of 
*'  England;  who,  to  pleafe  their  Fancy,  or  gratify 
«'  their  Pafiions,  fcrupled  not  to  aft  very  often  in  De- 
"  rogation  to  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  This  is 
*c  the  true  Caufe  of  the  flow  Progreis  of  the  Englijh,  in 
"  their  Defign  of  cafting  oft"  the  Oppreffions  of  Rome. 
•*'  The  leaft  Relaxation  made  Them  lofe  a  great  deal  o^~ 
"  Ground  ;  and  it  may  be  They  would  never  have 
"  compafs'd  the  redreffing  any  one  of  the  Grievance; 
"  They  complain'd  of,  if  the  Schijms,  which  happenTci 
•'  in  the  Church,  had  not  afforded  Them  Opportuni- 
'•'  ties,  of  which  They  were  wife  enough  to  take  the 

44  Advantage." In  another  Place  He  fays,   to  the 

frme  Effeft,  "  f  that  as  for  the  Kings,  They  made 
«'  Religion  fubfervicnt  to  their  Intereft.  When  They 
"  imagined  They  flood  in  need  oftheCAr^y,  They 
"  found  Ways  and  Means  enough  to  evade  the  Pnplfs 
*'  Demands.  Eut  when  the  Parliament's  good  Will 
"  was  requifite.  They  affented  to  ftub  Statutes  as 
"  ferved  to  curb  the  Encroachments  of  the  Pope  and 
«'  the  Clergy. 

Howe\xr,  Bifhop  E-urr.et  takes  Notice,  in  his  In- 
troduclion  to  the  Hiflory  of  the  Reformation,  ft  ihat 
*«  the  Kings  of  England  had  refeived  to  Themfelves 
•*  the  Power  of  promoting  to  ccclefinftical  Benefices, 
«'  notwithftanding  all  ,the  Invafions  the  Pope  had  made 
«c  on  the  temporal  Power  of  Princes.'1''  And  the  Time 
was  now  come,  which  feem'd  providentially  ordained, 

*  Rapin,  Vd.  iv.  /.  459. 

f.r<:V.  vi. /.  480. 
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by  a  Coincidence  of  lucky  Circumftances,  for  the  intira 
Dcitruftion  of  the  Papal  Authority  in  England. 

Iihall  not  enter  into  the  Ditp'ace  now  on  Foot,  be- 
tween the  Ad^ocate-s  far  the  Codex  and  their  Of*/. 
how  far  all  Diftinclicn  between  the  civil  and  ectlf/iaftit'iti 
Power  was  taken  away  at  that  Time  ;  but  will  only  ot> 
ierve,  as  I  am  led  by  the  Courfc  of  my  prefent  Sttbjeft, 
that  every  Kind  of  Power,  which  had  been  excrcifed 
af  any  Time  heretofore,  in  this  Kingdom,  by  the  Si- 
jfoops  of  Rome,  was  then  intirely  refumed  to  the  Crown, 
and  given  back  again  to  the  reform  d  Clergy,  in  fuck 
Degrees  and  Proportions  only  as  the  fupreme  Head 
thought  fit  to  delegate  it.  This  was,  at  leaft,  an  ab- 
Ibhite  Deliverance  and  Manumiffion  from  the  temporal 
Authority  and  Dominion  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 

As  tothefpiritual'Part  of  Religion,  or  what  relates 
meerly  to  Articles  of  Faith,  it  is  no  Wonder  that  the 
Struggles  for  Liberty,  in  this  Particular,  did  not  keep 
Pace  with  the  other ;  for  even  common  Feeling  wifl 
make  the  moft  ignorant  People  in  the  World  fenlible  of 
temporal  Qppreffions,  and  common  Senfe  will  foon  teach 
Them  that  fucb  Proceedings  are  not  agreeable  to  th- 
gentle  Spirit  of  the  Gaffe/.  But  the  Cafe  is  vaOly  dif- 
ferent in  Points,  which  are  declared  to  be  above  human 
Comprehenjion,  and  confequently  where  Faith  only  is 
to  be  exerciied.  Here  is  a  large  Field  for  Impoiture, 
and  Impoiition  on  the  Credulity  of  Mankind  ;  and  the 
Experience  of  all  Ages  fliews  Us  that  Errors  of  this  Sorf, 
when: they  have  once  taken  Pofleffion  of  the  Mind,  are 
the  moll  difficult  of  all  others  to  be  rooted  out. — Let  us 
apply  this  Observation  to  the  Cafe  before  Us. 

It  hath  been  already  obferved,  that  the  Saxons  were 
originally  a  very  fuperftitious  People,  and  capable  of 
imbibing  ary  Opinions  that  were  artfully  recommended 
to  Them,  under  the  iblemn  Pretext  of  Religion.  For 
-thi&Jieakm,  We. read  of  no  Setts t  or  Bodics-i*/' People, 
who  clajm'd  a.  Liberty  to  diffent  from  the  ejlablifb  d 
Form  ofWorjhip,  in  thofe  Days  ;  nor,  indeed,  foricve- 
X  2  ral 
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tal  Ages  after  the  Ccnqurft  ;  for  as  to  the  PuM;(ans-\x- 
fore-mer-rion'd,  We  have  no  certain  Account  of  the 
Tenets  They  main  tarn  'd  ;  and  befides,  They  feem  to 
have  been  fo  rnconfiderable  in  Number,  that  They  do 
not  deferve  the  Name  of  a  Seft.  We  have  likewife  !e- 
•veral  Inftances,  fcatter'd  up  and  down  in  our  Hrftory, 
of  certain  learned  Enthufiaftt,  (  chiefly  Prieffi  and 
Monk  i  )  who  broach'd  Opinions,  upon  feme  •particular 
Points  cf  Religinn,  contrary  to  the  received  DocJrine  of 
the  Cburtb  ;  but  as  they  corrfifted  wholly  tffcbolajlick 
Subtleties,  and  metapfafical  Diftinclivns,  they  had  no 
Influence  upon  the  People,  who  knew  nothing  of  fufb 
abftrttfe  Matter  a.  In  ftort,  it  appears  that  the  Wicklif- 
ftst  were  the  fir/i  tcmpaft  Body  of  Cbrffians,  in  this 
Kingdom,  who  ieparated  from  the  Co  mm  union  of  the 
tJtabli/h'ilCkurcb,  and  inftituted  a  different  Form  tfre- 
jigiaut  Worjbip  amongft  Themfelves. 

But  it  ought  to  be  remember'd  that  the  Doftrines  of 
Witklijfe  were  of  a  twofold  Nature,  and  extended  to 
Spirituals,  as  \ve]J  as  temporals.  He  judged  extremely 
right,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  reform  the  dottri- 
ital  Part  «f  Religion,  without  reducing  the  exorbitant 
Power  of  the  Ckurth  ;  which  *  a  certain  eminent  Prelate, 
ftill  living,  once  call'd  the  only  infuppartable  Tbing  in 
POPERY.  As  to  the  Hierarchy,  He  was  foon  back'd 
with  fo  many  Followers,  for  the  Reafon  already  men- 
tion'd,  that'We  are  told,  «  J  tto9  Men  cdnld  not  be 
•'  foui«i  together,  (  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  z/') 
"  one  oftvbem  was  not  a  Lollard  ;"  and,  in  the  Reigns 
juft  before  the  Reformation,  ti\z  fame  fliftcrian  informs  u.% 
-f-  "  that  the  Nation  was  generally  Wrcklijpte,  as  to  tkit 
41  Point"  The  Par/tanetits,  the  Kings,  and  even  fome 
of  the  Eiftofv,  concur'd  \vith  Them  in  it.  But  the 
Cite  wai  not  fo,  in  trie  other  RejpecJ,  concerning  Spiri- 
.  or  Articles  of  Faith  ;  though  Wickliffe  had  * 


J  &«!»"*  ™-  "•  t>>  47  «• 
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great  many.  Followers  in  both.  *  "  This  Diftinclion, 
'.'  fays  Rapin,  may  ferve  to  account  for  clivers  Procctjd- 
*'  ings  of  the  Parliaments,  in  the  Beginning.  .of  the 
"  iyh  Century,  which  feem  to  '.be  Contrary  one  M 
"  another.  Sometimes  They  were  Teen  tofpcak  and  aft 
"  like  Lollards,  demanding  with  great  EarncJhiCh  tha: 
"  the  Clergy  mould  be  ilript  of  their  Riches  ;  and 
"  Ibme  times  They  condemn'd  theje.  fame  Lollards  to 
"  the  Flames,  when  They  coniider'd  Them  as  I<:nova~ 
"  tors  in  the  Doctrines  of  the  Church."-  -  Heiarthi" 
obferve?,  ||  "  that  -the  Clergy  knew  very,  well  how  to 
_*'  make  their  Advantage  of  the  AnbigUity  «/"/;...' 
"  Ter:m  ;"  for  though  the  Tenets  of  the  Lollards,  con- 
cerning the  Corruptions  and  Abujes  of  the  Church,  gave 
ihe  Clergy  moll  Offence,  They  were  always  prpfecutetl 
ior  maintaining  novel  Opinions,  -contrary  to  the  /#*'/&- 
mental  Articles  of  Faith.  This  was  .done,  an  (;.-  _lcr  t.> 
render  Them  odious,  and  juftify  the  Sentence  i^ 
Them,  .as  well  as  to  conceal  die  true  Motive 


It  is  well  known,  that  John  Hufs  and  -Jerome  of 
J?ragus  were,  burnt-at  Conjlancc,  by  a  Decree  of  ti»e 
Council  then  fitting  there,  as  Followers  of  Wickiijfe  ; 
.though  They  were  only  fo,  with  Relation  to  the  Pi~'J-, 
€r.jfif.tfa  -Church;  ^  and  feem  to  have  been  very  ortho- 
dox in  Matters  of  Belief.  Yet  They  were  con- 
demn'd  and  executed  for  heretical  Opinions,  contrary 
to  their  own  Dakratiw,  and  the  •  Knowledge  of.  -their 

^ 


. 
Cafe  wa 


W  Cafe  was  much  the  fame  in  England, 
the  Reformation  ;  and,  even  after  it,  Her  fly  met  wiih 
but  little-  better  Quarter,  during  the  Reign  of  Henri 
the  &tb  ;  who  was  Himlelf  a  thorough  Bigot  to  the  old 
RiHgleti,™  at  leait  afted  as  fuch  ;  and,  perhaps  Cranmer 
might  be  {b  loo^nfome  Paints  ;  though-I  am  irrclindd  to 
btiievc  that  lie  often  gave  Way  to  the  '  f  current  •  or  tiu: 

*  lb.  p.  482.  .(I  /,/.  p.  483. 
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Times,  in  order  to  preierve  the  Kings  Confidence,  and 
thereby  carry  OB  his  main  Dtftgn.  The  Truth  is,  that 
the  Peop/g  themlelves  were  not  fufficiently  prepared  for 
a  Kefirmatitfi  in  Point  of  Doftrine  and  Faith,  even 
?Jcer  the  -Revival  of  Learning.  Their  old  Prejudices 
ituckby  Them,  and  could  not  be  eradicated  without 
much  Time  and  Trouble.  This  is  the  Reafon  why 
our  Reformer*  proceeded  fo  gradually,  in  the  Reigns  of 
Eiwar-d  the  6tb,  and  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  Gene- 
rality of  the  People  were  ftill  P'apifts  in  their  Hearts, 
and  could  not  be  esfily  brought  to  part  with  Opinions, 
in  which  Tiiey  .had  been  educated.  Nor  do  I  rind  that 
Tbtfi,  who  have  equally  renounced  the  Errors  of  Popery* 
are  even,  yet  in  any  Diipofition  to  agree  amongil  Thcm- 
i'elves,  in  Matters  of  Faith  and  Wvtjbxjii  and,  in  ail 
Probability,  They  never  will. 

As  for  the  Perfections,  fmce  the  Reformation,  if 
will  appear,  upon  Enquiry,  that  They  have  fprung 
chiefly  from  a  political  more'  than  a  religious  Rout;  and 
fmce  all  Parties  have  been  guilty  of  them,  in  thcif 
Turns,  acne  of  Them  can  upbraid  the  Reft,  upon  thk 
Account,  without  a  very  ill  Grace. 

But  it  is  now  Time  to  draw  to  a  Conclufion*  and 
fum  up  the  whole. 

Jt  appears  then,  fiom  this  Review  of  ourHiftory^ 
that  the  religicits  S/avery  of  our  Anceflon  was  fo.'IfJMr 
from  being  owing  to.  any  Defect,  or  Iniquity  in  ow0#- 
t'.iiit  Confutation,  that  even  Cbriftianiiy  itlclf  .\vas:t«ft 
originally  a  Pa:t  of  it;  that  it  was  eftabMrd.  heie,  tt 
£rit,  in  one  of  the  dart  eft  Ages  of  the  W»rld;  vrhert  ithe 
Church  of  Rome  had  corrupted  moil  Paitj  of  fitt'ofa 
and  arr.ongil  a  jtiperftiticus.  unlearned  Pujik,  wjuo 
could  not  diftinguifli  the  Droft  from  tixe  G<?A/  i  ijyj 
that  the^P^fj  have  been  almoft  conitantJy  oppokrd.  In 
their  tonfwal  U,urpatioss  by  the  Parliament*  cf-Evgr 


-,  and  even  by  moft  of  our  lift  Kiags,    vvbo.djd  noi 
in  ionic  particukr  Need  of  Uiek  - 
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at  Length,  after  various  Struggles,  this 
ijitirely  fliaken  off,    and  the  fttprme  Power, 
/  as  well  as  r/w7  Matters,    lodged  in 


It  muft  be  confefs'd  that  our  Rfforwatio?!,  in  doflri- 
nal  Points,  did  not  go  Hand  in  Hand  with  the  other  ; 
but  This  mult  be  imputed  to  the  extreme  Ignorance  of 
fever  &l  Ages  after  the  Conqtiefl,  as  well  as  before,  and 
to*  the  Bigot  try  of  the  Pfople,  who  were  fo  far  -from 
claiming  a  Liberty  of  Cwfcitvce,  or  of  di/enti-Hg  from- 
the  eftabliftfd  form  efWorjbip,  that  They  couli  not  be 
wean'd  from  it  without  the  utmoft  Difficulty. 

And  here  I  muft  obferve  th»t  the  prefent  Enqsiry 
ferves  to  confirm  what  hath  been  formerly  faid,  concerrf- 
ing  our  civil  Conjliiution  ;  for  it  was  our  'civil  CoHftitu- 
tion,  which  fir  uggled  fo  glorkmfly,  and  at  lart  fo  fuc- 
cefifully,-.  for  eccUJiaftical  Liberty,  as  We  :  enjoy  it  at 
preicrjt. 

Indeed,  Mrs.  Oiborve  complains  that  tbis  Part  ofeuf 
Cwftitutiou  is  ftill  inferior  to  the  other,  which  She  al- 
&rt£  to  be  now  in  its  fall  Perfection.  I  have  the  Mif- 
tortune  to  differ  from  Her  in  this,  as  well  as  in  feveral 
other  Particulars  ;  and  think  Myfelf  able  to  point  out 
as  many  Defects  in  one,  as  She  can  in  the  other  ;  but  fup- 
pofmg  Her  in  the  Right,  and  Myfelf  in  the  Wrong,  it 
wftlofollow  from  rter  own  Poiition,  that  the  gloriou^ 
Work  of  the  Revolution  is  not  yet  compleated,  if  it  was 
defigft'd  to  make  our  Cotiftitutiott  intirely  perfecl:,  both 
ia  Gburcb  send.  State. 

ariHaviTig  had  frequent  Occafion  to  make  Ufe  of  Ra- 
£rVs  Hillary,  in  the  Gourfe  of  tbefe  Papers,  I  muft  not 
pits'  over  a  late.  Reflection  upon  that  Author,  whom 
<M*.  .  W&lfiri-gham  tails  f  the  cutrssr  of  DULL 
WRITER.S.  Had  not  this  Cenfure  come  from  the 
bfigbttft  of  bright  Wits,  and  the  'trioft  judicious  ofjudici- 
'cut  Crititks,  I  IhouM  have  beeri  fomewhat  iurprazed  a-t 

f  Gazetteer,  Sfpf.  n.  1735- 

it* 
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it  ;  for  I  mufl:  confef^  myfelf  dull  enough  not  to  dif- 
cover  his  Vullnefs,  whatever  Fault?  elfe  He  may  have.; 
and  I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  no  Hiftorian  was  ever 
fo  univerfally  read,  by  all  Degrees  of  People,  in  this 
Kingdom;  which  is  a  little  ftrange,  if  He  really  <ie- 
ferves  the  Character,  which  Mr.  Waljingbam  hath 
given  Him  ;  for  what  can  be  the  Reafon  of  the  People's 
Backwardnefs  to  read/0/^  other  dull  Writers,  whofe. 
Works  have  been  forced  upon  Them  with  tbe  'utmoft. 


But  I  mufl  acquaint  this  hypercritical  Gentleman,  that 
it  is  not  Rapin  alone,  upon  whom  I  build,  but  the  Au- 
thorities He  quotes,  and  the  Concurrence  of  other 
Hiflorians,  whom  I  have  confulted,  upon  the  fame 
Subjeft. 

Here,  perhaps,  Mrs.  Ostorne  will  come  in  to  the 
Squire's  Aid,  and  cry  put,  (as  She  hath  done  already) 
what  fignify  all  the  Authorities  of  *  Monks,  Fryer  s*,  and 
other  taletellers?  -  Good  lackaday  !  who  would 
have  ever  thought  that  Dame  Oslorne  ihould  be  fo  fe- 
vere  upon  Tale-Tellers?  -  But,  with  her  Leave, 
where  there  are  no  other  Authorities,  We  mult  have 
Recourfe  to  Them,  as  all  our  Hiftorians  have  had  be- 
fore ;  and,  in  the  preient  Cafe,  their  Authority  is  fofar 
from  being  of  no  Weight,  -that  it  is  'the  "ftrongeft  We 
could  poffibly  produce  ;  for  every  Body  knows  hovy 
partial  They  are  apt  to  be  in  their  own  Caufe  ;  and 
therefore  We  may  be  affured  that  whatever  They  fay 
of  Church  Affairs  is  not  mifreprefented,  or  Ibain'd,  in 
Favour  of  the  Layety. 

I  fhall  now  conclude,  notwkhftanding  Mr.  Wai/ing* 
bams  Cenfure,  with  one  more  Quotation  from  Mr. 
Rapin,  and  anotlier  from  his  Tranftaior.  As  the  latter 
Itands  firft  in  order,  1  w;ii  begin  with  That. 

*  Gaz.July  19,   1735. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Tindal,  in  his  Dedication  of  thzjtfytd  Volu?ne 
to  Sir  CHARLES  WAGER,  hath  the  following  Paf- 
fage. 

"  We  have  like\vi!e,  in  th'n  Part  of  Mr.  fa  7?,?/>/;;Ts 
'*'  H  ftory,  an  impartial  Account  of  the  Origin  of  our 
"  'Confliixtion ;  particularly  in  the  T)i/firtatlbn  on  the 
"  Government,  Laws,  &c.  of  the  Anglo-Saxons ;  and  a 
"  plain  Refutation  of  that  groundlefs  and  pernicious 
"  Notion,  darted  amongft  us  of  late  Years,  that  all  the 
"  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  People  of  England  are 
**  but  fo  many  Conceffions  of  their  Princes.  For  here 
"  all  may  be'convinced,  who  are  not  blinded  by  Edu- 
"  cation,  or  Prejudice,  that  our  Liberties  are  inter- 
**  Woven  in  \\izoriginalFame  of  our  Government ;  and 
"  that,  notwithftanding  the  Alterations  and  Charges 
"  Time  and  other  Circumftances  may  have  brought ' 
*  with  them»  yet  this  Maxim,  that  no  Engliihman  is 
'*  fobje8  td  any  Laws,  but  what  the  whole  Nation  hatb 
**  confented  to,  hath  all  along  been  deemM  in  England 
"'  as  the  Foundation  and  Bafis  of  our  Con/I itution. 

And  Mr.  Rapin  himfelf  obferve?,  in  the  fame  Vo- 
lume, "  f  that  this  Qutfliw  hath  been  itarted  only  to 
*'  grstify  fuch  of  the  Kings,  as  have  endeavour'd  to 
"  llretch  the  royal  Prerogative  beyond  its  due 
"  Bounds.  D. 

f-  '6<- 
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\  H  E  Office  of  a  King,  or  fuprcme  Magi- 
ftrate,  hath  been  generally  elkem'd  the 
moil  arduous  of  all  Employments ;  and 
fo  no  Doubt  it  is,  in  iome  Countries,  or 
in  fome  particular  Conjunctures.  But 
the  ordinary  Duty  of  a  King,  in  this 
Nation,  is  fo  plainly  chalk'd  out  by  the  Laws  and  Gi- 
ft-cms of  the  Land,  that  I  can  fee  no  Difficulties  in  if, 
whkh  may  not  be  furmounted  by  any  Man  of  a  plain 
Vndfrjianding,  and  bentfl  Intention.  The  common 
People  of  England,  as  well  as  in  rnoft  other  Countries; 
are  not  only  fond  of  Pomp  and  Grandeur,  but  fo  much 
prejudiced  in  Favour  of  their  Governors,  that  They 
can  hardly  be  induced  to  think  ill  of  Them,  or  fee  their 
Danger,  till  it  is  too  late  to  prevent  jr.  Befides,  the 
Sovereign  is  plentifully  enabled  to  confer  fo  many  Fa- 
vours on  whom  He  pleafes,  and  to  do  fo  many  good, 
or  gracious  Actions,  not  only  by  the  Largenefs  of  his 
Revenues,  but  the  vaft  Extent  of  his  executive  Pwrt 
that  Popularity  feems  to  be  a  natural  Concomitant  of 
the  Crown  ;  for  as  to  Contentions  amongft  great  Mm, 
they  will  have  but  little  Effecl  on  the  Body  oflb:  People, 
unlefs  their  own  Inter  eft  is  vifibly  concern'd  in  them. 

For  this  Reafon,  We  find  that  moft  of  our 
have  afcended  the  Throne  amidft'the  general 
and  Acclamations  of  their  People,  who  are  always-: 
to  flatter  Themfelves  with  the  Pro  peel  of  happy  Tii 
under  a  new  Reign,  and  never  withdraw  •  their  good 
Opinion,  till  They  find  Themfelves  difappoinred.  Nay, 
it  is  aimoft  inconceivable  what  little  Matters,  and  even 
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meer  Trifles,  will  catch  their  Affeclions.  A  Coronation, 
a  royal  Progrcfs,  the  Ceremony  of  Dining  in  publick,  or 
eny  other  Way  of  a  Prince' i  manifesting  Himfelf  to  the 
View  of  his  Subjects,  h'ath  a  wonderful  Efrccl  upon 
their  Minds,  and  captivates  many  at  firft  Sight,  who 
might  have  received  ill  Impreffions  of  Him  before. 
The  humourous  Lieutenant  is  not  the  only  Perfon,  who 
"hath  fallen  in  Love  with  the  Face  of  a  King,  and  turn'd 
even  Loyalty  into  Ridicule,  by  extending  it  to  every 
paultry  Piece  of  Houjhold-Stujf,  or  good-for-nothing  Fe-l- 
low,  that  happens  to  belong  to  Him.  So  that  however 
the  Cares  and  Anxieties  attending  a  Crown  may  furnifh 
Poets  and  Orators  with  Topicks  for  Declamation,  they 
are  not  of  ib  burthenfome  a  Nature,  except  upon  fome 
extraordinary  Occafions,  as  it  is  generally  imagined. 

To  what  therefore  can  it  be  owing  that  the  Reigns 
of  ib  many  of  our  Kings  have  been  inglorious,  unfortu- 
nate, and  even  fatal  to  Themfelves  ?  If  We  may  give 
Credit  to  Hiftory,  it  evidently  proceeds  from  one  of 
thefe  Caufes;  That  is,  either  from  the  ill  Defigns  and 
Attempts  of  the  Prince  bimjelf,  againft  the  Liberties  ef 
his  Subjects ;  or  from  fuffering  fame  other  Perfon  to  en- 

ffs  his  Authority  y  and  tyrannize  over  Them,  in  his 
TIC.  There  may,  perhaps,  be  now  and  then  an  un- 
py  Prince,  who  falls  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Madnefs,  or 
unreasonable  Jealoufies  of  bit  People  ;  but,  generally 
fpeakmg,  they  are  Victims  lo  their  own  bad  Condutt, 
.or  blind  Coniidence  in  their  Servants.  The  loft-  of 
Theie  is  of  much  the  worft  Confequence,  both  to  the 
People  and  .the  Prince.  It  is  ib,  with  Regard  to  the 
former,  becaufe  Oppreffioti  is  always  the  heavier, 
through  the  more  Hands  it  pafles ;  and  it  muft  certainly 
be  the  more  Heart-burning,  when  it  comes  from  a 
Felhw-Sidjcft,  juft  lifted  above  Them,  than  from  one 
inverted  with  royal  Power.  As  to  the  latter,  what  can 
be  more  ignominious  than  for  a  great  King  to  become 
.the  TOOL  e/'/fo MINISTER,  and  in  a  Manner  change 
Stations  with  Him  ?  Such  mean  Condefcemions  are 

not 
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not  only  difhonourable  but  dangerous  ;  for  they  natu- 
rally create  Contempt,  as  well  as  Hatred,  in  the  Minds 
of  his  People ;  the  moft  terrible  Circumftance,  that  a 
Prince  can  poffibly  fall  under. 

Thi«  being  therefore  the  moft  pernicious,  as  well  as 
the  moft  common  Evil  of  the  two,  it  cannot  be  im- 
proper to  explain  the  fatal  Tendency  of  it  a  little  far- 
ther. 

It  is  univerfally  acknowledged  that  the  ftrwgeft 
Guard  of  a  Prince  confifts  in  the  Hearts  of  bis  People. 
But  how  can  He  expeft  to  reign  there,  if  He  permits  a 
Creature  (whom  He  hath  juft  raifed,  perhaps,  from  the 
Dull)  to  drefs  HimleJf  out,  as  it  were,  in  the  royal 
Robes,  and  infolently  play  the  Part  of  a  King  ?  I  fome- 
times  fancy  to  mylelf  that  I  fee  a  Mock-Monarch  ftrut- 
ting  about  in  this  Manner,  with  the  Crcvjn  upon  his 
Head,  and  the  Sceptre  in  his  Hand  ;  whilft  his  poor 
Majler  is  forced  humbly  to  dangle  after  Him,  and  hold 
up  his  Train. 

What  Pretenfions  can  a  Prince,  in  thefe  Circum- 
flances,  have  to  the  Afeclions  of  bis  People  ;  which  can 
never  be  retain' d  without  knowing  their  Senfe  of  Things, 
and  redrefling  their  Grievances  ?  But  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  his  Governor,  who  is  Himfelf  the  greatefl 
Grievance,  will  ever  let  Him  into  that  Secret, 
if  He  can  help  it  j  or  put  Him  in  a  Way  to  re- 
drefs  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  if  He  mould  happen,  by 
great  Accident,  to  blunder  on  any  right,  or  -popular 
Meafurfs,  He  will  be  fure  to  take  the  whole  Merit 
of  them  to  Himfelf',  but  if  any  dirty  Job  is  to  be  doiie, 
or  vile  Scheme  to  be  put  in  Execution,  his  Mafter  mull 
be  content  to  bear  the  Odium  of  it,  and  his  dgents  will 
be  order'd  to  whifper  it  about,  in  every  Corner  of  the 
Kingdom,  that  He  did  all  in  his  Power 'to  prevent  it. 

There  is  another  Tiling  abfolutely  neceflary  to  make 
a  Prince  beloved  and  efteem'd  by  his  Subjects  ;  I  mean 
a  facred  Regard  to  Peractty,  and  a  moft  inviolable  Ob- 
ierption  of  his  royal  Word;  wlu'ch  ought  never  to  be 
falfify'd,  or  proituuted,  upon  any  Oceafion.  It  wjw  a 

glorious 
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glorious  Saying  of  King  Jtbn  of  France,  (who  lived  in 
England  for  -many  Years,  and  at  kit  died  here)  "  that 
«•  if  Faith  and  7r«//&  wete  baniihM  from  the'  Reft  of 
"  the  World,  they  ought  always  to  be  preferved  in  the 

"  Mouth  of  Kings'." But   how    is    it  pofliWe  for  a 

Prince,  in  fuch  a  State  of  Vajfalage  as  I  havedefcribed, 
to  keep  his  Honour  untainted,  in  this  Particular  ?  Be- 
ing indultrioufly  kept  in  Ignorance  by  his  Regent-Mi- 
fter,  and  obliged  to  utter  whatever  is  put  into  his 
Mouth,  He  is  always  liable  to  be  impofed  upon,  and 
fbmetimes  made  to  declare  Things  unworthy  of  a  King, 
under  a  firm  Perfuafion  that  they  are  ftriftly  true  ;  or, 
at  leaft,  without  knowing  any  Thing  to  the  contrary. 
This  is  too  often  the  Cafe,  in  moil  Countries  ;  efpeci- 
ally  when  the  Prince  hath  the  Misfortune  to  fall  into 
the  Hands  of  a  Max,  who  hath  thrown  oft" all  Regard 
for  Veracity ',  and  even  makes  a  Jeft  of  it. 

When  a  Miniflcr  hath  reduced  his  Mnfter  to  this 
melancholy  Condition,  it  isneceflary  to  conceal  it  from 
Him,  as  much  as  pofhble  ;  and  to  make  Him  believe 
that  He  is  popular,  at  the  fame  Time.  For  this  Pur- 
•pofe,  He  will  fometimes  hire  a  ragged  Mob  to  huzza 
Him,  when  He  goes  abroad,  and  imitate  the  volun- 
tary Acclamations  of  a  joyful  Multitude.  He  will  like- 
wifeget  his  Levee  crouded  with  another  Mob  of  Mer- 
cenaries, in  fine  Cloaths,  to  cringe,  fawn,  and  flatter, 
accord  ing"  to  anrient  Cullom,  and  do  all  the  Honours 
ofv&vrt,  which  have  been  in  Ufe  there  Time  out  of 
M"ind.  But  were  the  Prince  to  ftand  behind  a  Screen, 
and  fee  the  different  Kind  of  Incenfe,  that  is  ofFer'd  at 
his  Mimftefs  Shrine,  He  would  foon  find  that  all  the 
Refpeft,  paid  to  Himfelf,  was  only  meer  Perm  and 
Grimace,  in  Comparifon  with  the  other.  What  Adula- 
tion of  Pofture,  what  Supplication  of  Voice,  what  Pro- 
fcffions  of  Attachment ,  and  what  a  jixt  Look  of  Earncft- 
tiffs  would  He  difcovcr  in  the  Faces  of  all  about  Him  ? 
There  would  be  fomething  very  u'eful  and  inftruftiv e  to 
VOL.  XIV.  Y 
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a  Princf,  as  well  as  entertaining,  in  fucb  a  Speffac'c  ; 
especially,  were  it  poflible  for  Him  to  penetrate  into 
the  Secrots  of  the  minifterial  Cabinet,  where  all  dark 
and  myfterious  Affairs  are  tranfafted.  Befidesthe  com- 
mon Herd  of  Place-men,  Pen/toners,  Projectors,  Infor- 
mers, and  other  Levee-Hunters,  He  might  fee  one  Man 
bargaining  for  the  Deputy-Command  of  the  ARMY  ; 
another  for  the  Sub-Intendency  of  the  FLEET  ;  and  a 
third  for  the  Pillage  of  a  PROVINCE,  or  a  COLONY. 
Immediately  after,  He  might  behold  a  Couple  of  grave 
Bijbops  offering  their  Service  as  Prime-Minifter,  under 
Him,  for  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs,  and  vying  with  one 
ajiother  who  {hall  moil  effectually  give  up  the  Liberties 
0f  the  People,  by  Way  of  Premium.  Perhaps,  He 
might  likewife  fee  fome  of  the  leading  DiJJenters  ocme 
to  Him  with  the  fame  pious  Offer,  upon  Condition  that 
He  will  undertake  their  Caufe,  according  to  repeated 
Promifes,  or  give  Them  an  Equivalent  for  betraying 
their  Brethren,  as  in  Times  pad. 

To  Thefe  would  fucceed  a  numerous  Train  of  infe- 
rior Votaries  ;  fome  of  whom  are  ready  to  proflitute 
their  own  Conferences,  in  Confideration  of  Plaees  or 
Pen/ions  for  their  Sons,  Relations,  and  "Baflnrds ;  or, 
rice  verja,  to  let  out  their  Confciences  to  Hire,  for  the 
f  me  Reward  to  Tbetnfelves.  He  might  (ee  one  Man 
demanding  the  Performance  of  his  Promife,  for  having 
facrificed  a  Wife,  a  Sifter,  or  a  Daughter  to  his  Plea- 
fures  ;  and  another,  juft  at  his  Elbow,  claiming  the 
fame  Reward,  for  doing  Him  the  good  Office  of  lying 
with  Her. In  fhort,  there  would  appear  a  corn- 
pleat  Scene  of  Jobbing,  Quartering,  Corruption,  Ve- 
nality and  Projiitution,  of  all  Kinds,  and  in  every 
Shape. 

The  Practices  of  Courtiers,  in  this  Refpeft,  may  be 
aptly  enough  compared  to  Thofe  of  Popijb  Bigots,  who 
pay  more  Adoration  to  the  Uol,  (whether  of  Stock,  or 
Utonff  of  Woody  Brafs,  or  other  Metal,)  than  to  the 

Saintt 
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Saint,  or  Deity,  whom  it  reprefents.  And,  indeed,  how 
ihould  it  be  otherwife  i  For,  as  Sir  John  Denham  ob- 
iervcs  in  his  Sophy, 

'The  Beafl  obeys  bis  Keeper,  and  looks  up 
Not  to  bis  Mailer's,  but  bis  Feeder's  Hand. 

The  ordinary  Cattle  of  a  Court  are  juft  the  fame  with 
Thofe  in  the  Field,  and  apply  as  naturally  to  their 
Keeper,  or  Feeder,  for  Provender. 

Jt  very  rarely  happens  that  djfairs  abrcad  fucceed 
much  better  than  at  borne,  under  fucb  a  miniftcrial 
Government.  Foreign  Courts  always  keep  their  Eyes 
upon  the  general  Bent  of  the  People,  in  a  free  Countiy 
especially,  as  well  as  upon  the  Views  cf  Thofe  at  the 
Helm,  and  feldom  pay  much  Regard  to  the  hitter,  when 
They  run  directly  counter  to  ihe^forrxer. 

It  may  therefore  be  after  red,  with  great  Truth,  that 
a  Prince,  who  fuffers  his  Minifter  to  ufurp  an  abfotute 
Power,  difhonours  Himfelf,  as  much  as  He  ii  jures  his 
People,  He  is  only  a  Slave  of  the  firfl  Magnitude, 
and  therefore  of  the  greateft  Infamy,  a  SLAVE  to  his 
SERVANT,  inftead  of  being  the  FATHER  of  his 
PEOPLE. 

Whilft  I  was  employing  my  Thoughts  upon  this 
Subject,  I  received  a  Prefent  from  an  unknown  Hand, 
of  an  excellent  Pamphlet,  intitled,  the  fatal  Confcqucn- 
ces  of  MINISTERIAL  INFLUENCE  ;  or  the  Difference 
between  ROY AL  POWER  and  MINISTERIAL  POWER 
truely  ftated,  &c.  in  which  that  Point  is  fully  ex- 
plain'd,  and  let  in  a  clear  Light.  But  as  I  make  no 
Doubt  that  this  Treatife  will  foon  be  in  every  Body's 
Hands,  I  mall  not  anticipate  the  Reader's  PJealure,  by 
any  Quotations  from  it. 

I  chufe  rather  to  conclude,  at  prefent,   with  fome 

general  Marks,  by  which  a  Prince  may  difcover  when 

He  is  in  Danger  of  falling  into  fucb  an  unhappy  State  ; 

for  as  Perfons  in  that  exalted  Station  cannot  converfe 

Y  4  abroad^ 
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abroad,  like  other  People,  and  feldom  hear  the  plain 
Truth  at  home,  the  Toils  are  often  fpread  about  Them, 
when  They  are  the  leaft  aware  of  them,  lam  there- 
fore in  Hopes  that  a  modeft  Premonition,  of  this  Kind, 
may  be  of  fome  Uie  in  future  Ages,  to  which  I  write  ; 
for  I  have  nothing  to  do,  in  this  Paper,  with  the  pre- 
fenl. 

And,  firft,  when  a  Prince  obferves  that  many  No- 
blemen and  Gentlemen,  of  the  moft  antient  Families,  the 
largeft  Eftate?,  and  the  greateft  Credit  in  the  Kingdom, 
abfent  Themielves  from  Court ;  it  concerns  Him  to 
make  a  ftrift  Enquiry  into  the  true  Cauies  of  it,  and  fee 
whether  it  proceeds  from  any  Disaffection  to  Himfelf 
and  his  Family,  or  from  the  fecret  Practices  and  infolent 
Condud  of  Thofe  about  Him. 

2.  There  is  great  Reakm  to  fiifpedl  fomewhat  of  this 
Kind,  if  He  perceives  the  Miniftcr  and  his  Agents,  both 
male  and  female,  more  than  ordinary  follicitous  in  fix- 
ing bad  Impreflions  of  fucb  Pe rjons  upon  his  Mind,  and 
taking  all  Opportunities  to  reprefent  Them  in  an  invi- 
dious Light. 

3.  It  is   farther  Matter  of  Sufpicion,  when  Men  of 
vnqucftion'd  Worth   and  Fidelity    throw   up  great  Pufts, 
without  any  declared  Motive  ;  and  Others,  of  the  fame 
Rank,   are   induced  to  accept  of  them  with  a  vifible 
Reluclancy. 

4.  When   moft   of  the  Counties,    Cities,    and  great 
trading  Towns  return  Members  to  Parliament,  in  Oppo- 
fition  toThofe  fet  up  and  fupported  by  Court-lntereft, 
if  nothing  elfe  ;  it  is  a  flrong  Indication    that  the  M- 
nifter   is  not  liked  in  tboj'e  Places. 

5.  Where  feveral  Points  are   carry 'd  in  Parliament, 
\vilhgreat  Difficulty,  and  a  Jmall Majority,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  a  Prince  to  confult  fome  impartial  Per  Jons  upon 
what  Grounds  the  Qppofiticn  was  founded,  and  not  rely 
implicitly  upon  the  Report  of  fhefe,  whofc  Intereft  it  is 
to  deceive  Him. 

6.  When 
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6.  When  Things  are  op2n'd   to  Him,   at  nrft,  very 
tenderly,  and  by  Piece-meal,   or  as  it   were  by  Accident  ; 
and  afterwards  refumed,  upon  the  leaft  Encouragement, 
as  his  0«7f  P0/«Af  ;  it  is  another  fhrewd  Sign  that   the 
MiniJJer  is  endeavouring  to   make  a  Property  of  Him, 
and  father  Meafures  upon  Him,  which  were  long  before 
concerted  'in  his  own  Clofet. 

7.  If  foreign  Powers  Ihew  a   manifeft  Coldnefs  and 
Indifference  to  all  \\\s'good  Offices  and  Proportions,  even 
at  a  Time,  when  They  ftand  moft  in  Need  of  a  Media- 
tor ;  to  what  can  He  impute  it  but  the  mean  Opinion 
'1  'hey  entertain  of  Tbofe,  who  are  known  to  prefide  in 
his  Councils  f 

8.  But,  above  all,  when  extraordinary  Sums  of  Mo- 
ney are  required  for  fecrct  Services,   that  are  not  fit  to 
bear   the  Light,   it   behoves  a  Prince,  in   the  ftrongeft 
Manner,  to  examine  the  Reafons  why  his  Government 
cannot  be   carry'd  on  without  fucb  Methods,    which 
have  been  always  attended  with  Complaints,  and  Ibme- 
times  with  fatal  Conferences. 

I  could  add  feveral  other  Marks,  of  the  fame  Kind  j 
but  Thefe  mail  fuffice,  at  prefent;  and  I  will  only  ob- 
ferve  that  although  a  wife  Prince  may  be  deluded  in  this 
Manner,  for  fome  Time,  He  will  not  endure  it  long,  if 
He  hath  any  Spirit,  when  the  Mask  is  taken  off,  and 
tninifterial  tyranny  glares  Him  full  in  the  Face. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Juft  arrived  from  HOLLAND. 
The  great  eft  Curiojity    in    E  u  R  o  P  «. 

KING  a  FINE  LARGE  DOVE,  of  the  male 
Kind,  Rneally  de/cended  from  That  of  Mount  Ararat; 
which  hath  had  the  Honour  to  be  Jkewn  in  feveral 
Courts,  and  given  in  tire  Satisfaction. 

Hii  Feathers  are  form 'd  exaflly  in  the  Shape  f/Olive- 
Leaves,  with  a  little  Tuft  juft  riftng  upon  his  Head, 
fomewbat  like  a  Coronet.  He  is  of  Jucb  a  wonderful 
facifick  Nature,  that  as  foon  as  He  begins  to  coo,  the 
mofl  inveterate  Enemies  cannot  help  Jhaking  Hands,  and 
growing  Friends  again.  He  hath  not  only  reconciled  fe- 
vera/M.en  and  their  Wives,  after  all  other  Remedies 
have  proved  ineffectual,  but  alfo  divers  great  Princes, 
who  have  bad  an  hereditary  Hatred  again/I  each  other, 
for  many  Generations. 

He  likewife  Jifigs  a  Variety  of  merry  Tunes  and 
Catches,  to  the  Admiration  of  all  that  have  heard 
Him. 

To  be  feen  every  Day  during  the  Sitting  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  a  Room  adjoining  to  the  Court  of  Requcfts  j 
where  all  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  are  defired  to  fatisfy 
their  Curio/ity,  before  lie  is  fent  abroad  again.  N. 


SATURDAY, 
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A  V I  N  G  always  been  a  great  Admir- 
er of  the  fair  Sex,  and  an  Advocate  for 
Them  upon  feveral  Occafions,  I  hope 
They  will  not  take  it  ill  of  Me  for  ob- 
ferving  that  one  of  their  Complaints 
feems  to  be  groundlefs  and  unreasonable; 
I  mean,  that  We  engrofs  the  Management  of  State- Af- 
fairs to  ourfelves. 

As  for  domeftick  Government,  They  are  fo  fully  efta- 
blifhM  in  the  Pofleffion  of  it,  from  Time  immemorial, 
that  no  wife  Man  will  pretend  to  difpute  it  with  Them ; 
and  if  We  look  into  Hiftory,  We  mail  find  that  They 
have  always  had  a  confiderable  Share  in  the  Conduftof 
the  political  World. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  all  Nations  have  agreed  in 
exempting  Them  from  the  Drudgery  of  minifterialznd. 
fitbordinate  Funftions ;  but,  in  moft  of  the  free  States 
of  Europe,  They  are  legally  intitled  to  the  fapreme 
Magi/traty  itfelf,  upon  Failure  of  male  Iffue;  andl  am 
furprized  at  tbofe  Nations,  which  have  prefumed  to 
exclude  Them  from  it ;  for,  generally  fpeaking,  They 
are  blefs'd  with  excellent  intriguing  Heads,  a  good  de«l 
of  Spirit,  and  other  neceflary  Qualifications  for  Go- 
vernment. This  is  the  Reafon,  perhaps,  that  induced 
the  Antients  to  reprefent  Wifdom  under  the  Figure  of 
a  Woman  ;  and  their  Judgment,  in  this  Refpeft,  might 
be  confirmed  by  a  thoufand  Inflances  from  antient  and 
modern  Hiftory  ;  but  they  are  fo  well  known,  that  it 
is  almoit  needlefs  to  particularize  any  of  them.  I  mail 
therefore  mention  only  Boadicea,  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
in  our  own  Country,  who  equall'd  the  moft  famous  of 
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our  Kings,  both  in  the  Camp  and  the  Cabinet,  though 
with  different  Succefs. 

It  is  likewife  true  that  fome  Queens,  who  had  the 
Right  of  Government  in  their  own  Perfors,  (  particularly 
the  late  Queen  Mary,  and  the  prefent  Queen  of  Sweden) 
-thought  fit  to  refign  the  Adminiilration  of  it  inio  di£ 
Hands  of  their  Husbands  ;  from  whence  it  may  be  in- 
fer'd,  perhaps,  that  They  were  confcious  of  their  own 
Inequality  to  fucb  an  Employment.  But,  on  the  other 
Hand,  how  many  Kings  (hall  We  rnd,  who  have  been 
fo  well  apprized  of  the  fuperior  Abilities  of  their  royal 
Cenforts,  that  They  have  deliver' d  up  the  Reins  of 
Government  into  their  Hands,  without  any  inherent 
Right ;  or,  at  leaft,  fuffer'd  Themfelves  to'  be  led  by 
Them,  without  knowing  it  ?  Of  This  likewife  there 
are  frequent  Inftances  in  our  Hiftory;  but  3&  fuck  Kind 
of  Petticoat-Government  has  too  often  proved  fatal  both 
to  Printe  and  People,  I  chufe  to  draw  the  Eyes  of  my 
Readers  to  a  neighbouring  Kingdom ;  where  there  is, 
at  prefent,  a  mod  illuftrious  Examp'e  of  a  Queen,  who 
not  only  relieves  her  Husband  from  the  Fatigues  of 
Government  at  Hcme,  but  hath  put  all  the  Pozutrs  of 
Europe  in  a  Ferment,  for  feveral  Years  part.  Indeed, 
She  hath  always  done  This,  in  Concert  with  a  javou- 
rite  Mintfer,  whom  She  adopted,  as  it  were,  ir.t>  a 
Partnerfhip  of  her  Throne,  like  fome  of  the  antient  Ro- 
man Etr.perors,  and  divided  the  Sovereignly Vith  Him. 
But  as  her  Name  is  made  Ufe  of  upon  ail  Occafiom, 
if  cannot  detraft  from  her  Character  any  more  than 
from  That  of  feveral  great  Kings,  who  have  reposed 
the  lame  Truft  and  Conhdence  in  their  Minifters. 

The  Reader,  I  fuppole,  will  be  able  10  guefs  at  the 
Lady  I  mean,  when  I  add  that  Cardinal  Jliberor.i  was 
her//y?  Favourite  and  Colleague.  A  late  Writer  ha. 
viBg  inform'd  us  by  what  fcandalous  Methods  this  in- 
Jblent  Minifler  rofe,  from  a  low  Original,  to  the  Height 
of  her  Majeftfi  Favour,  gives  us  the  following  Ac- 
count 
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count  how  They  both  held  the  King  in  Subjection  to 
Them. 

"  *  This  Docility  in  Him  went  fo  far,   that  even 

"  on  pubiick  and  Jolemn  Days,  as  of  Befa-manos,  (our 

"  Anntoerfariti)  and  the  like,   where  it  was  moft  ne- 

*'  ceiTary  for  Him    to    aft  the  King,  and   where   He 

"  was  fonddt  of  appearing  in  that   Character,  it  was 

"  plain  his  Frowns  and  Smiles  were  all   beftow'd   ac- 

"  cording  to  better  Judgment  than  bis  own.  At  other 

"  Times,    He  devoted   Himfelf    intirely    to   conjugal 

"  Functions,  wifely  committing  the    Welfare  of  Him- 

"  felf,   his  Children  and  People  to  the  fame  able  Coun- 

"  fellor,  who  was  thought  worthy  to  direct  the  Queen. 

"    She,  on    her  Side,   was  moft  unwearied    in  her 

"  Duty,   both   as  an  eafy  complying  Wife,  and  a  bufy 

^  ft  ate  ly  Queen.  She  was  the   more  jealous  and  often - 

"  tacious  of  Majefty,   becaufe  lifted  up  to  it  from  the 

"  Daughter  of  a  petty  Italian  Prince ;  and  took  every 

"  Opportunity  of  difplaying  to  the  Eyes  of  the  World 

"  the  full  Extent  of  her  Influence  over  her  Husband. 

"  The  King  was,  at   firft,   a    good   deal  prejudiced 

*'  againft  Alberoni,  not  only    from   his  being  a   moft 

"  immoral  Liver,  and  avowedly  no  Cbriftian,  though 

"  3  zealous  Churchman,  but  from  his  having  formerly 

"  been  guilty  of  a  moft  fignal   Breach  of  Truft,  and 

"  Dilrepeft  to  his  royal  Perfon.  But  the   Queen  refolv- 

"  ing  to  do  as  well  by  Alberoni,    as  He  had  done  by 

"  Her,  was  not  at  all  di'couraged  at  this  fceming   Dif- 

"  ficulty.     She  was  rather  pleafed   with  it,  as  it  af- 

"  forded  Her  an  Opportunity  of  better  manifelting  her 

"  Power;  and,  indeed,  She  got  it  over  with  fo  much 

"  Eaie,  that  from  that  Time  forward    there    was  no- 

"  thing  fodifiicult,  or  prepofterous,  which  She  had  not 

"  the  Courage  to  undertake,  when  She  thought  her  In- 

"  terelt  required  it. 

"  True 

*  Moral  Reffefiions  on  the  Mrniftry  of  'Cardinal 'Al- 
beroni,  ^.13. 
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"  True  it  is,  (fays  the  fame  Author)  that,  in  a  Fit 
• '  of  ///  Humour,  He  would  now  and  then  fancy  He 
was  Majler  ;  but  That  was  very  feldom,  and  'never 
went  farther  than  a  little  buffing  and  grumbling, 
with  a  few  bard  Words  at  moft.  Upon  fuch  Occa- 
fions,  all  that  the  Queen  and  Alberoni  had  to  do,  was 
to  threaten  that  They  would  no  longer  trouble 
Themfelves  with  Him,  or  bis  Kingdom.  This  Ter- 
ror, quicken'd  by  a  deep  Conviftion  that  He  and 
his  dear  Prerogative  had  no  earthly  Support  but  in 
Them  &\on<t,  conitamly  wrought  i'n  Him  a  fpeedy 
and  iiflcere  Repentance;  and  the  Queen  (vvhocou'd 
not  find  in  her  Heart  to  leave  fetch  a  Hinbai.d  to 
Himfelf,  and  to  a  Nation,  in  which  He  was  a  Stran- 
"  ger)  moved  by  his  Submiffion,  pardon'd  all,  and 
"  chearfully  purfued  her  painful  Task,  as  if  He  had 
"  never  been  reltiff,  nor  ever  would  be  fo  again. 

One  would  naturally  think  that  a  Man,  who  had 
been  fo  amply  rewarded  for  his  good  Offices  to  the 
Queen,  and  fo  patiently  fubmitted  to  by  the  King, 
would  have  had  the  Gratitude,  at  leaft,  to  treat  Them 
both  with  an  uncommon  Degree  of  Acknowledgment 
and  Refpcft.  But,  inftead  of  This,  We  are  told  "  *  that 
"  the  Secret  He  moll  commonly  made  Ufe  of  to 
44  fcreen  Himfelf,  as  much  as  He  well  cculd,  from  pub* 
"  lick  Hatred  and  private  Refentments ,  was  laying" 
"  the  Odium  upon  their  Majefties  ;  and,  the  better  to 
"  effea.it,  He  fpoke  of  Them  at  all  Times,  to  whc- 
"  ever  would  bear  to  hear  Him,  either  with  the  utmcft 
"  Contempt,  or  with  the  utmolt  Exaggeration  of  their- 
"  imperious  and  intractable  Tempers.  Nay,  fo  confum- 
"  mate  a  Hypocrite  was  He,  that  He  often  lamented 
"  the  Fate  of  the  poor  Spaniards,  with  Tears  in  his 
"  Eyes ;  bewailing  Himfelf  ftill  more  than  Them,  as 
"  moft  expofed  to  thofe  terrible  Humours,  and  alas ! 
"  fometimes  even  to  bear  the  Blame  of  them.  Nor 

"  was 

*  Page   43. 
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was  He  in  the  lea  ft  apprehenfire  that  his  moft  /hack- 
ing,  and  moft  inconfiderat;  Speeches  Ihould  be  re- 
peated to  their  Majefties ;  fo  ftri&ly  were  the  Ac- 
cedes to  Them  guarded  againft  Reporters  of  both 
Sexes,  whofe  Confciences  might  prompt  Them  to  be 
indifcreet. 

Bat  at  laft  He  had  fo  far  alienated  the  Affeflions  of 
the  People  from  their  Majefties,  and  exafperated  the 
greateft  foreign  Courts  againft  Himfdf,  by  his  rafh  and 
precipitate  Meafure?,  that  They  were  obliged  to  difmifs 
Him  from  their  Service,  and  fend  Him  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  in  order  to  remove  all  Olftades  to  Peace,  as 
the  King  exprefs'd  it  under  his  own  Hand. 

Having  taken  this  neceffary  Step,  to  the  great  Joy  of 
the  whole  Kingdom,  as  well  as  of  all  Europe,  the  Couit 
of  Spain  acceded  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance  ;  by  which 
the  eventual  Succeflion  to  the  Dutchies  of  Titfcany  and 
Parma  was.fecured  to  her  Majefty's  eldeft  Son,  the  re- 
no  wn'd  Don  Carlos. 

Bat  her  Majefty  having  the  Misfortune,  fome  Time 
afterward.",  to  repofe  the  fame  Confidence  in  Ripperda, 
as  She  had  before  done  in  Alberoni,  whofe  Creature  and 
Tool  He  wa?,  She  was  drawn  into  another  Scene  of 
Difficulties,  and  at  laft  infamoufly  betray 'd  by  Him, 
notwithftanding  the  Rewards,  Riches  and  Honours,  with 
which  She  had  loaded  Him,  in  fo  extravagant  a 
Manner. 

I  mail  fay  nothing  concerning  the  Miniftry  of  the 
Marquefs  de  la  Paz,  and  Mr.  Patinho,  who  iucceeded 
this  abandon^  Projlitute  in  her  Majefty 's  good  daces ; 
being  willing  to  afcribe  the  great  Advantages,  which 
were  ftipulated  and  erfeftuated  for  her  dear  Sen,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Seville,  to  Her  Majeity's  own  roval  Witdom 
and  notable  Add refs  in  Negotiation.  I  fhall  only  ob'- 
ferve  that  his  immediate  Introduftion  into  Italy,  with  a 
large  Body  of  Spanijb  Troops,  gave  her  Majetty  an  On 
portunity  of  putting  her  Defign  in  Execution  and 
placing  the  Crown  of  two  Kingdoms  upon  her  Son's 
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It  muft  beconfefs'd,  indeed,  that  her  too  follichous 
Cate  for  aggrandizing  Him.  ftill  farther  had  like  to  have 
defeated  all  her  Schemes  ;  for,  if  We  may  give  any 
Credit  to  common  Report,  fome  private  Overtures,  on 
her  Part,  to  the  Court  of  Vienna,  laid  theBafis  of  the 
late  Negotiations  between  that  Court  and  France,  which 
cannot  be  very  agreeable  to  her  C'athotitk  Majejty,  as 
they  tend  to  clip  the  Wings  of  that  young  Eagle,  who 
feein'd  to  be  foaring  to  Imperial  Dignity. 

However,  fome  particular  Gentlemen,  whom  I  could 
name,  are  infinitely  obliged  to  Her,  upon  this  Account  ; 
and  eught  to  return  her  Thanks,  in  the  moft  foiemn 
Manner,  for  having  undone  their  bungling  Work,  and 
extricated  Them  out  of  Difficulties,  which  it  was  ab- 
folutely  impomble  for  Them  to  hay«  done  Tbemfefaes. 

It  muft  likewife  be  acknowledged,  that  all  thefe  fine 
Projeas  of  a.  female  Brain,  in  Purfuit  of  foreign  Do- 
Mow,  have  been  fo  far  from  being  of  any  Ufe  or  Ser- 
vice to  the  Spanifo  Ration  in  general,  that  they  have 
impoveriih'd  and  exhaufted  it  to  a  very  great  Degree. 
But  This  will  not  be  any  Diminution  of  her  Mrfjefty  s 
Glory,  in  After-Times.  On  the  contrary,  She  will  be 
deliver'd  down  to  future  Generations,  as  a  Pnnccf,  of 
fanal  Spirit  and  Dexterity,  whomr.de  Ufe  of  a  great 
Kingdom,  as  well  as  an  indulgent  Husband,  to  provide 
for  her  own  Family,  in  fo  handfome  a  Manner. 

I  mention  thefe  Particulars,  in  Anfwer  to  an  Ob- 
ieaion,  on  one  Side,  that  the  Ladies  arc  not  .jwoptrly 
qualify  'd  for  the  Management  of  political  'Affairs  ;  end 
to  fhew  the  Unreafonablenefs  of  a  Complaint,  on  the 
•thfr,  that  They  are  not  admitted  to  any  Share  in  it. 
The  Cafe  I  have  mentioned  is  a  fall  Confutation  both  of 
we  and  the  other  ;  which  cannot  be  better  cdrifirrn'd 
than  by  a  Paragraph  in  a  late  Paper,  where  the  Qu  t  E  N 
tfSpaia'K  fpoken  of  as  the  ONLY  PERSON  in  that 
Court  whofe  Conient  is  requifite  to  the  Preliminaries 
agreed  upon-bctween  France  and  the  Emperor.  I  fhall 
therefore  conclude  this  Paper  with  fo  great-  a 


Nor 
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"  *  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  Exchange  of  th 
"  Dominions  of  Tu'cnny  for  the  two  Sidlia  will  be 
accepted  by  Spain  ;  though  the  Slownefs  of  that 
Court  in  every  Thing,  which  regards  the  "Pur.Si.ilio 
of  Honour,  may  occafion  fome  Delay.  The  fuperior 
Splendor  of  the  regal  Dignity,  and  the  Advantage  of 
a  better  Dominion  than  the  QUEEN  of  Spain  could 
obtain  for  her  Son  by  any  former  Treaty  ;  the  Hazard 
of  expoling  All  to  the  Chance  of  a  War,  wherein  aU 
the  Powers  of  Europe  will  be  united  againft  <S^«»  ; 
and  the  certain  Profpeft  of  gaining  nothiug  by  the 
moit  obitinate  Refufal ;  all  theie  Circumilances  make 
it  more  than  probable  that  tke  Court  of  Spain  will 
accept  of  the  Terms,  which  are  ofter'd. 

*  Gaz.  Jan.  16,    1/35-6. 


SATURDAY,  Jan.  31,   1735-6. 


ft  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Eja; 

SIR, 

'HE  Vanity  of  human  Learning  hath  been 
the  Subjedt  of  many  Pens  ;  and  I  think 
there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  Proof  of  it 
than  to  confider  that  molt,  of  the  The- 
ories of  anticnt  Pbilofopbers,  AJironomers* 
and  Mathematicians  have  been  overturn'd 
by  Thole,  who  fucceeded  Them.  This  is,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  the  Cafe  of  Ariftotle,  Archimedes,  and  Ptobmyt 
whofeSy  items  are  generally  out  of  Date  ;  and  I  am  vtry 
far  from  being  convinced  that  Thofe  of  Copernicus,  Sir 
VOL.  XIV.  Z  Ifae 
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If  a  at  Newton  and  Dr.  Ha/!ey  will  cot  meet  with  the 
iame  Fate,  by  io me  future  Diico  verier  But  the  Folly 
of  Learning  cannot  be  better  demonftrated,  at  prefent, 
than  by  the  Cafe  of  feveral  great  Writers  upon  Govern- 
went,  in  our  own  Nation,  whole  Authority  hath  been 
lately  demolifh'd  by  a  Conftellation  of  illiterate  Wits, 
that  mike  fb  mining  a  Figure  in  the  Gazetteer. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Walfingham,  who  is  placed  at  the 
Head  of  this  Undertaking,  hath  diftinguifh'd  Himfelf 
in  a.  remarkable  Manner  againft  tboj'e  Writers,  from 
whom  He  hath  pick'd  up  all  his  little  Knowledge  of 
'Hiftory  and  Politicks ;  particularly  die  late  Mr.  Tren- 
ebard*  and  Monfieur  Rapin ;  to  the  former  of  whom 
He  vouchfafes  the  Character  of  a  very  boncft  Gentleman ; 
feut  all  his  Arguments  againft  zftanding  Army  are  meef 
Trafh  in  his  Eyes  ;  and  as  to  the  latter.  He  tells  us, 
in  fo  many  Words,  that  He  i?  the  dulleft  of  dull  Wri- 
ters. I  \vas  a  little  furprized,  as  well  as  You,  Mr. 
D'diK'cn,  at  fo  hard  a  Centre  of  Monfieur  Rapin, 
xvho  was  a  thorough  Whig  in  the  Statet  a  Preset eri an 
in  the  Church,  (if  I  may  ufe  that  Exprefilon.)  and  fljpt 
no  Opportunity  of  laming  the  Tories,  in  the  Jail  four 
Years oi "Queen  Anne.  This,  one  would  thin  ic,  might 
have  recommended  Him  to  a  little  better  Quarter  from 
Mr.  Walfingbam.  But,  perhaps,  the  true  Cauie  of  this 
Refentment  againft  Him  may  be,  that  the  general  Drilt 
of  his  Hi/lory  will  not  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  fomejjwci 
dern  Schemes.  He  talks  too  fretly  about  the  Nature  of 
our  antient  Conftitution  ;  and,  what  is  fiill  worfe,  hath 
fhewn  thit  the  Misfortunes  of  moft  of  our  Princes 
have  proceeded  from  their  obitinate  Support  of  .evil 
Minifters,  againft  the  general  Cries  oi  their  injured 
'People. 

The  profound  Mrs.  Oiborne .  hath  gone  ftill  farther, 
and  a£ted  the  Part  of  a  meer  Drawcanfir,  hewirg 
down  before  Her  all  Writers,  antient  ajid  modern, 
who  prefume  t€*  Hand  in  ,her  Way.  As  to  our 
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*  Hijlorians,  in  the  Saxon  and  Nsrman  Times,  They 
were  only  a  Parcel  of  Mnnk s,  Friars'  and  ^ale-sellers. 

f  Selden.  Petit,  Hodj,  Tyrrel,  Wfjl  and  St.  Amand 

were  Tome  of  'Them  gwd  Antiquaries  enough;  but  did 
not  underitand  the  Principles  of  Liberty.  — ~  Arch- 
hifhop  Billot fon  £  was  a  wife  and  a  good  Man  ;  but  pro* 
digivufa  mi/taken  about  the  Nature  of  CIVIL  POWER. 
— • — "|j  Mr.  Locke  hwjfeif  did  not  fully  ur.derfland 
the  PRINCIPLES  OF  LIBERTY  ;  for  He  ~wns  purr./tJ 
about  N  A  T  u  R  A  L  R  i  G  H  T  s .  — —  U&&  evert  the  immortal 
*\  Algernoli  Sydney  made  U/'e  of  the  SAME  CANT 
TERMS.  — —  I  likewife  remember  that  She  ibmewhere1 
allows  Mr.  Addifan  a  fine  Imagination ;  but  He  had  not 

the   faculty  of  Reafonitig. Bifliop  Eurnet  was  a 

Man  of  a  hot  teeming  Head^  and  therefore  ought  to  have 
no  Credit,  or  Authority. .  Mr.  Hambden,  Dr.  D'Ave- 
nan*,  and  Others,  have  occafionally  fallen  under  the 
/ame  Cenfure.  — — —  In  fhort,  I  cannot  find  that  any 
Writers  thoroughly  underftood  the  Principles  of  Liberty, 
or  the  Nature  of  an  Argument,  except  Herfelf,  Bilhop 
Haaj/ty,  and  one  or  tive  of  her  AJJociates  in  the  Gazet- 
teer. The  revere'h'd  Prelate,  no  Doubt,  is  highly- 
obliged  to  Her  for  the  great  Honour  She  has  done  Him, 
in  bringing  Him  into  fucb  Company,  and  I  hope  will 
always  retain  a  due  Senfe  of  it. 

But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  even  thofe  Authors,  who 
have  the  Misfortune  to  fall  uno'er  her  Condemnation, 
when  their  Sentiments  differ  from  hers,  are  conrtamly 
reftored  to  Favour,  when  They  happen  to  agree,  or 
can  be  even  wrefted  to  agree  with  Her,  and  produced 
againft  her  Adverfaries  as  undoubted  Authorities.  Of 
This  We  have  lately  had  a  remarkable  Inftance  in 
the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Locke  ;  for  after  having  iligmatized 
^wrfnBl  Utfi  3no§  i  Z  3  Him 

»  Gaz.   %u/y   19,   1735.  f  Id.  Jult  19- 

t  Id.  AW,  22..  ||  JU.J)tt.  6.  *f   U 

Dtc.  27. 
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Him  as  a  puzzle-beaded  Fellow,  for  faying  that  We 
give  up  oar  natural  E-qttality  and 'Liberty  Ly  en: 
into  &ofiejy»  £he:hifth  takerrgreat  Pafcis  to  bring  him  off 
again,  by  putting  an  Interpretation  upon  his  Words 
agreeable  to  her  ewn.  S^jlctx ;  and  theivadds,  *x  €*- 
tbcdra,  *  "  I  fay,  Ke  means  Thif,  or  nothing  ;  but 
"  -fpedw  impUctrfy  after  'Other  great  Men,  "who,  wirh- 
tl  out  Examination,  had  ufed  the  fame  Icofz,  injlginji- 

"  cent  Word^'1 What  aBleflir.g  is  it  loos,  that  ,fo 

prodigious  a  Genius  fhouki  happen  to  be  fent  into  -the 
World,  at  this  Time,  to  corrtft  all  our  antiquated -S^f- 
tems  of  -Pbilojepby,  Government  and  Religion? 

I  therefore  propoie,  tliax  whenever  our  CsnflitiftiffK^ 
ki  Cburtb  and  State,  fhall  be  exactly  modell'd,  accor- 
ding to  'Mrs. '  OdtrnSs  Scheme  (That  is,  according 
to  the  Lvx  of  Nature)  She  may  be  put  in  the  Chair, 
to  decide  all  Controverfies  about  Right  and  Wrong, 
under  the  Title  of  Pope  Joan  the  zd.  with  fuJV 
Power  of  "Binding  and  Loojing,  of  thundering  out  her 
Artatksmtfs,  and- excommunicating  all  Writers  from 
the  Republirk  of  Letters,  who  do  not  conform  to  her 
Standard,  of  Reafen,  and  come  within  her  Center  of 
Unity.  A. 

I  an,  SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 
*  Gnz.  Dec.  27. 
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[I  S  H  O  P  Burnet,  fpcaking  of  King  Henry 
the  8»'&,  upon  his  Acceilion  to  the 
Throne,  tells  us,  *  •'  that  his  ciif- 
"  gracing  EM  PSON  and  DUDLEY,  who 
"  had  been  the  cruel  Miniiters  of  his 
"  Father's  Defigns  for  filling  his  Coffers, 
*'  his  appointing  Reftitution  to  be  made  of  the  Sums, 
"  that  had  been  unjuitly  exafted  of  the  People,  and  his 
"  ordering  Juftice  to  be  done  on  tliji  rapacious  Mim,- 
"  ters,  gave  all  People  Hopes  of  happy  Times,  unc'rcr 
1 "  a  Reign,  which  was  begun  with  fucb  art  Ail  of  JHJ- 
"  tice  ;  that  had,  indeed,  more  Mercy  in  it  than  \hcfe 
*^Acls  of  OBLIVION  and  PARBON,  with  which 
"  others  did  ufually  begin. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  Truth  and  good  Senfe  in  this 
Gbfervation;  for  what  avails  pardoning  a  tboufand  art- 
happy  Perjons,  who  have  incur'd  the  Penalties  of  the 
Law,  in  Companion  with  fucb  a  general  Aft  cfjuj- 
tice,  which  extends. its-Influence  to  the  whole  Body  of 
the  People  ?  Bcfides,  tbtfe  Atts  of  Pardon  and  Oblivion 
commonly  include  the  high  eft  of  all  Criminal:,,  and  ait 
fometimes  pafs'd  for  no  other  Reafon,  than  to  icrcen 
thofe  very  Miaiftfrj,-  who  have  pillaged  and  oppreih'd 
^.People,  vvith,a  particular  Exception  of  Tboje,  who 
are  the  n'tteft  Objefts  of  royal  Mercy.  In  this  Caie 
therefore,  they  cannot  be  properly  call'd  Afts  ofGr,ice, 
but  the  wortt  Kind  of  Grievances,  anid  are  generally 
look'd  upon  as  iuch  ;  for  the  People  are  never  bertt'r 
Z  3  pleafcd 

;    *  Hi/l.  of  the  Reformation,  Vol.  I . 
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•pleafed,  than  when  They  fee  the  Authors  of  their  Mi fe- 
ries  cali'd  to  Account ;  nor  refent  any  Thing  fo  much 
as  fuftering  fuch  Men  to  cfcape  with  Impunity. 

The  Truth  of  this  Obfervation  is  fully  evinced  by  the 
whole  Courfe  of  cur  Hiflory  ;  which  fhews  rhat'moft 
of  tkoi'e  Prince:,  who  put  it  'in  Prattice,  rcign'd  fuc- 
•»y,  at  lesftj  tf  net  glorienrfly  ;  whereas  *fbofe,  who 
took  a  contrary  Method,  have  generally  been  both  un- 
fortunate and  inglorious.  I  (hall  mention  only  Henry 
the  i ft,  Edward  the  i ft,  Edward  the  $</,  and 
the  8/£,  of  the  former  Sort  ;  and  Edward  the 
Rid-ard  the  2^,  and  Charles  the  i/  of  the 
whole  different  Fates  are  fufrieient  to  put  t'bii  Point  be- 
yond all  Diipute. 

It  muft  be  confefb'd,  indeed,  that  thefe  Demands  of 
Juitice  could  not  ahvays  bs  fatbfy'd,  without  having 
iReccurfe  to  extraordinary  Methods*  but  if  fttch  Pro- 
tccJ-.Kgi  are  juftihable  in  any  Cafe,  they  are  certainly  fo 
againit  wicked  Mi?rijhrs,  who  have  a  thoufand  Opportu- 
nities of  abuiing  their  Truft,  withovu  coming  direftly 
under  the  Letter  of  the  Law  ;  and  We  have  lately  had 
fo  many  Precedents  of  this  Nature,  that  the  Equity  of 
them  cannot  be  decently  calPd  in  Queftion  by  'Tboje, 
who  are  moil  concern'd  to  difcountenance  them,  at 
preient. 

It  is  likswife  true,  that  feme  of  our  greatfft  Primes 
have  been  induced,  by  the  Corruption  and  Artifices  of 
Thofe  about  Them,  to  fruilrate  this  general  Expectation 
of  the  People,  upon  their  firft  coming  to  the  Crown, 
and  to  let  Things  rub  on,  for  fome  Time,  ii:ft  as  They 
found  them.  But  when  Experience  hath  demon Jtrated 
the  Reaibnablenefs  of  popul.tr  Complaints,  TJiey  have 
always  leat  an  Ear  to  them  ;  and  if  a  Prince  fhou-ld. 
ever  have  it  in  his  Power  to  govern,  for  a  long  Courie. 
of  Years  together,  in  direct  Oppolition  to  the  Voice  arid 
Sentimenrs  of  kisJfkff^f,  it  wiil  be  a  plain  Sign  that 
die  Ballariu  of  our  •  Conjlitxtiex  is  deftroy'd. 

It 
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It  fometimes  happens  that  a  Prince  is  fo  far  engaged 
in  Mfffurei,  which  He  finds  to  be  wrong,  that  He  is 
quite  at  a  Lofs  how  to  extricate  Himlelf ;  but  if  He 
fliould  be  providentially  work'd  oat  of  his  Difficulties, 
when  He  had  the  leaft  Reafon  to  expeft  ir,  He  would 
certainly  take  fuch  an  Opportunity  of  eftabliftiing  Him- 
lelf in  the  Hearts  of  bis  Subjcffs,  by  giving  up  his  e:'il 
Csiinfellon  to  Jutfice,  and  not  run  the  Hazard  of  being 
involved  in  the  fame  dijhonourable  Cireitmftances,  by 
trufting  the  Reins  of  Government  in  their  Hands  a- 
gain. 

But  as  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  an  odious-  Minifter 
will  kave  no  Stratagem  untry'd,  to  divert  his  M.tftfr 
from  fuch  a  Refolution,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  ex- 
amine the  Arguments,  that  are  commonly  made  ufe  of, 
upon  theie  Occafions ;  and  We  (hall  find  them  all  to 
be  founded  upon  a  Mifapplication  of  good  Principles,  or 
the  Difguife  of  bad  ones. 

For  Inftance,  as  STEADINESS,  or  RESOLUTION,  in 
fhe  Purfuit  of  right  and  juft  Meafures,  is  certainly  a 
laudable  Qunlitv  in  a  Prince  ;  This  is  a  never-failing 
Topick,  in  the-Mouths  of  fuch  Men,  ap^iinft  any  Alte- 
ration of  his  Me/fonts,  or  his  Mivifitrs,  however  wrong 
the  former  may  be,  or  infamous  the  Litter  ;  and  be- 
caufe  fome  wifePriiicti  have  been  juftly  celebrated  in 
Hiltory,  for  tupporting  their  Minifh'rs  againft  unjuft 
•.QppyjitifrtiiThzy  infer- that  it  is  always  impolitick  in  a 
fritfe  fo  regard  the  Complaints  of  his  People',  and  re- 
prefent  it  as  a  Mark  o\  Flexibility,  beneath  the  Dignity 
ef  s  great  Prime.  Thus  do  Tliey  confound  Steadivefs 
with  Qbftin/ttyi  and  a  fickle,  wavering  Mind  with  a 
rational  Difp'fithy  to  correfl  bis  Conduct,  whenver  He 
Jinds  it  erroneous;  whereas  nothing  in  Nature  can  be 
more  oppofite  ;  nor  is  there  a  ftronger  Mark  of  WE  AK- 
NESS  in  a  Prince,  than  to:  prefer  the  private,  ielf-inte- 
relted  Wh'iiper;  of  a.-.  Minifter,  or  Favourite,  to  the  loud 
Complaints  of  -a.  whole  People. .  Hiilory  furnifhe's  Us 
witk  {erribk  Examples  of  (he  Conlequcucey,  which  at- 
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tend  this  Kind  (^STEADINESS  ;  but  That  is  a  Point, 
which  unpopular  Minifiers  take  all  poffible  Care  to  con- 
ceal from  the  Ears  and  Knowledge  of  their  Mafters,  •  If 
is  their  Bufinefs  to  dwell  intirely  on  the  other  Side  tf 
the  Queftion,  by  extolling  the  good  Effefts  of  Steadi- 
nefe,  and  the  Magnanimity  of  defpifmg  popular  Cia- 


rxour. 


Thus  when  Richard  the  zd  took  the  great  Seal  from 
an  bottcft  Chancellor,  for  refufmg  to  put  it  to  an  exor- 
bitant Grant,  which. one  of  bis  Favourites  had  obtain'd, 
and  gave  it  to  Another,  fit  for  his  Purpofe;  We  are  told 
that  *  this  Action  was  mightily  cry'd  up  by  the  Favou- 
rites as  an  Inftance  of  the  Kixg'-s  STEADINESS;  tho* 
it  was  fo  difpleafmg  to  all  the  reft  of  the  People,  that 
fjom  thenceforth  He  intirely  loft  their  Confidence  and 

ASeftion. King  Charles  the  \fi  was  flatter'd,  no 

Doubt  in  the  fame  Manner,  for  continuing  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  his  Father's  detcfted  Minifter,  againft 
the  frequent  Remonftrances  of  Parliament,  and  the  ge- 
reral  Crie,  of  his  People,  which  created  the  firft  ill  Blood 
againit  that  unhappy  Prince  ;  and  We  have  ieen  Perjons, 
in  our  own  Days,  mamelek  enough  to  aflert,  as  well  as 
Others  weak  enough  to  believe,  that  all  his  iubfequenr. 
Misfortunes  were  owing  to  a  Want  of  Reflation,  in 
giving  up  the  Earl  of  Strafford ;  though  it  is  demonftra- 
bi'e  that  they  were  occafion'd  by  nothing  more  tivan  his 
obftinate  Support  of  that  pernicious  Mimjhr,  till  He 
.was  compelfd  to  yield  ;  which  took  away  the  whole 

Merit  0<  lt.  '. The  fame  Ptrfons  have  likewifc  been 

very  fevere  upon  King  Cbarks  the  zJ,  for  lacrincing  fo 
faithful  a  Servant,  and  bweft  a  Mtnijier,  as  the  Earl  ot 
'Clarendmf,  to  popular  Refentment.  I  W\\  readily 
i'ubfcribe  to  this  good  Character  of  my  Lord  Claren&n, 
in  general ;  but  I  am  afraid  We  {hall  not  intirely  agtte 
about  Particulars  ;  for  though  the  Sale  cf  DUN  KIRK, 
I  in  which  He  does  not  fcem  to  be  intirely  clear)  with 
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federal  Mai  verfa-t  ions  in  his  Office,  both  as  Chancellor 
wiPrifne-Mitiifter,  were-  the  pretended  Reafons,  on 
which"  -the  Parliament  proceeded  agairrft  Him  ;  it  is 
well  known,  at  this  Time,  that  the  fecret  Motive  of  the 
King-!  violent  Refentment,  which  procured  his  Down- 
fal/arofe  from  a  Difcovery  that  He  had  defeated  a  Pro- 
jcff,  in  the  firft  Honey-Moon  of  the  Rejloration,  for  fet- 
tling fufb  ft  Revenue  upon  Him,  during  Life,  as  would 
have  made  Him  absolute  Matter  of  the  Liberties  of  Eng- 
land. But  our  prejeat  ex  eel  lent  Mini  ft  er  need  be  under 
no  Concern,  upon  this  Account ;  fince  it  cannot  be  lard 
to  his  Charge,  that  He  hath  ever  fo  much  as  attempted 
ro  reftrain  either  the  Power,  or  Revenues  of  the  Crovm, 
in  any  Marnier  whatfoever. 

In  order  to  confirm  a  Prince  in  this  falie  Notion  of 
STEADINESS,  He  is  told  that  giving  Way  to  popular 
Humours  can  have  no  other  Effecl:  than  to  encourage 
FatliffHi  and  that,  if  He  fleers  by  fucb  an  uncertain 
Cowfrafi)  He  will  have  nothing  elle  to  do  but  to  change 
his  Mincers,  as  often  as  the  gMy  Multitude  take  it 
in  tlveir  Heads  to  be  diflatisfy'd.  This  is  not  only  a 
general  Argument  in  Favour  of '  Mintften,  good  or  bad, 
»nd  whether  the  People 's  Complaints  againft  Them  are 
j'uft  or  not ;  but  likewiie  implies  this  Contradiction, 
that  a  'Minift-er  will  be  Ids  dependent  and  obfervant  of 
his  Mirer's  Interefl,  when  He  holds  his  Place  only 
during  -good  Behaviour,  than  when  He  finds  Himieif 
foperior  to  nil  Op/>o/rfiw,  and  in  a  Manner  eftabliji^d 
for  Life.  Befides,  would  it  not  be  more  for  the  In- 
terefV  and  'Honour  of  a  King,  to  change  his  Miniftert 
every  Year,  or-  oftner,  if  there  fliould  be  Occafion,  than 
to  live  at  continual  OJds  with  his  People,  who  will  al- 
ways have  it  in  their  Power  to  return  Him  illOffices, 
and  make  Him  urn  a  ft,  however  powerful  He  may 
think  Him  felf,  or  be  in  Reality? 

But  it  is  farther  laid,  that  a  Prince '  ia  obliged,  in 
HONOUR,  to  protect,  a  frlinifter,  who  is  grown  ob- 
noxious in  his  Service,  and  perhaps  by  obeying  his 

Cstnmdnd's. 
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Commands. What !  is  He  obliged,  in  Honour,  to 

protect  a  Man,  who  hath  betray 'd  bis  Hc?iour  in  the 
tendereft  Poirus,  that  can  poffibly  affeft  a  Prince  ;  hh 
Reputation  in  foreign  Courts,  and  the  good  Opinion  (if 

the  People  ntbeme? If  a  King  can  do  no  Wrong 

htfttjelf,  and  is  bound,  in  Honour?  to  fupport  his  Mi- 
nifter,  in  doing  it,  what  a  bleffed  Condition  muft  the 

Petple  be  in  ? Even  Anarchy  itfelf,    hi   this  Cafe, 

would  be  preferable  to  Government ;  for,  in  fuch  a  State, 
every  Man  would  be  at  Liberty  to  defend  Hitnjclf,  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  Power ;  whereas,  in  the  rtbcrf-!3\\& 
Hands  would  be  tyM  up,  and  He  muft  fubmit  to  the 
worit  Kind  of  Uiage,  without  any  Refinance,  or  Re- 
paration. But,  God  be  praifed,  This  is  not  the  Cafe  ; 
it  being  infinitely  more  for  the  Honour,  as  well  as  the 
Inter  eft,  of  a  Prince,  to  prefer  the  Profperity  of  a  tvbole 
Nation  to  the  Safety  of  ONE,  or  TWO  MEN,  who  have 
rendered  Themfelves  universally  hated  ;  and  all.  Pro- 
mifes  of  that  Nature,  being  founded  on  a  Decepio  Re- 
gis, are  void  of  themfelves ;  for  as  Miniflers  are  an- 
fwerable  by  Law,  for  all  Mi/managements  and  MaJ* 
Adminiftration  of  Government,  the  Prince  ought  never 
to  interpofe  between  Them  and  Jujlice. — Harry  the  4/£ 
of  France  was  fo  far  from  thinking  Himfelf  under  any 
Obligation  of  Honour  to  fupport  a  wickid  Alinijler  a- 
gainlT  the  Cries  of  his  People,  that  He  declared  .a  ge- 
neral Odium,  or  Sufpicion  only,  to  be  luiEcient  Grounds 
for  difcarding  Him  ;  and  no  Prince  in  Europe  need  be 
afhamcd  of  following  his  Example. 

Left  all  theie  Arguments  fliould  fail,  a  Mintfttr  .in 
fucb  dejperate  Circumftances  will  be  fure  to  add,  that 
HisOp'posERs  are  Enemies  to  the  KING  bimjelf,  and- 
endeavour  to  perfuade  Him  that,  whatever  They  may 
pretend,  They  mean  nothing  lefs  than  the  Subversion  vf 
his  Government. —  I  muft  here  again  mention  that  un- 
fortunate Prince,  Richard  the  zd  ;  who  having  recali'd, 
his  Fvrovrites,  in  Defyance  ol 'Parliament,  tb»  Hifto- 

_^ ,.      riaa 
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rian  tells  us,  ««  f  that  it  was  no  hard  Matter  for  Them 
' '  to  perfuade  the  young  King,  that  it  was  for  bis  Sake 
"  They  had  fuffe'd;  and  that  the  Defigns  of  their 
"  Enemies  aim'd  not  fo  much  at  the  Minifters,  as  at 
"  the  King  himfelf.  They  reprefented  to  Him  that, 
by  accufing  the Counfellors,  a  Man  plainly  fhewsHe 
believes  the  Sovereign  incapable  of  governing  ;  and 
that  the  readiert  Way  to  discredit  a  Prince,  is  the 
perfuading  his  Subjefts  that  He  makes  Uie  of  ill 
Mini/ten." 

By  fuch  Arguments  as  thefe  They  carried  their 
Point  againft  the  Parliament,  and  in  the  End  abfolutely 
ruin'd  their  deluded  M.-i/fer,  by  convincing  his  Subjeds 
that  He  was  really  incapable  of  governing.—  Nay,  even 
lo  wife  and  brave  a  Prince  as  Henry  the  $th  was  le- 
duced,  by  fuch  Pretences,  into  the  Belief  of  A  Sham- 
Pint,  which  was  trumpt  up  againft  the  Wickkjjites,  in 
the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  and  coft  the  brave  Lord 
C«tt><tni  hi?  Life.  But  He  loon  difcover'd  the  Cheat, 
and  guarded  Himfelf  againlt  the  fame  Delujions,  for 
the  future. 

The  laft  Topicfc  I  fliall  mention,  of  this  Nature,  is, 
that  it  refle&s  on  the  WISDOM  of  a  Prince  to  fuppofe 
Him  lers  qualify'd  to  judge  of  the  Abilities,  or  Inte- 
grity, of  his  Minifters  than  Thofe,  who  cannot  have 
the 'lame  Opportunities  of  knowing  Them.  This  is  a 
plaufible  Argument,  and  no  more  ;  for,  of  all  People 
in  th«  World,  a  Prime  is  the  moft  liable  to  Deception, 
in  fuch  Cafes.  However,  the  Sycophants*  who  make 
Ufeof^/.f  Argument,  have  one  Advantage  in  it;  for 
the  weak e r  a  Prince  is,  the  furer  are  They  of  gaining 
his  Credit,  when  They  call  Him  wife ;  and  They 
know  very  well  that  nobody  elfe  will  dare  to  contra- 
dift  Them.  But  a  Prince,  of  true  'Wifdom,  will  ne- 
ver iufter  Himfelf  to  be  cajoled  by  fuch  grofs  Adula- 
tun;  and  fince  the  Conduct  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  with 

Relation 

•f-  Rapin,  vol.  4.  p.  411. 
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Relation  to  Lord  Burlcigb,  whom  She  fuffer'd  to  grow 
am-  in  her  Service,  hath  been  much  infilled  on,  by 
a  certain  Gentleman,  and  his  Advocates  ;  I  mull  put 
Them  in  Mind  that  She  was  not  albamed  to  own 
Herfelf  betray'd  by  a  Parcel  of  vile  Engroffers,  nor 
to  co'rreft  her  Error,  as  loon  as  She  was  apprized  of  it 
by  her  Parliament  ;  for  which  She  expref,  d  her  thank- 
ful  Aknowledgment*  v>  Them,  with  this  candid  and 
fenfiblc  Obfervation  ;  "  that  the  Servants  of  Princes 
««  have  too  often  an  Eye  to  their  own  Advantage^ 
«<  that  their  Fault!  arc  often  conceal'd  from  their  Mo- 
«<  tice;  and  that  They  cannot  if  They  would,  in- 
«  fpeft  all  Things,  when  the  Weight  and  Bufineis  ot 
«  a  whole  Kingdom  lies  on  their  Shoulders. 

I  mail  conclude  this  Paper  with  a  Story  of  King 
W'Uiam,  veryappofite  tothe/»r^«/  P*mt,  as  I  hnd 
it  related  by  Sir  RicharJStet/e,  in  ^pdiUcal  Writings. 

That  Gentleman  having  obietved,  that  it  is  no  Ke- 
fleftion  on  the  »7>«  c/«  ^">«.  that,,H^  ls  ^W1 
to  aft  by  the  Infcrmatton  of  Others,  illuftrates  it  m 
the  following  agreeable  Manner. 

«  If  I  might  make  an  abrupt  Digreffion  from  great 
«  Wff-j  to  %»4/i  I  ^ould  on  this  Occarion  mention 
«  a  little  Circumftance,  which  happen'd  to  the  late 
«.  Kine  ^///V"*.  He  had  a  Fr«-»^  M;«,  who  took 
«  Care  of  the  Giw-D^  ;  whoie  Bufineis  it  was  aao 
«  to  charge  and  deliver  the  Piece  to  the  king,  ffljr 
«  M^^r  forgot  to  bring  out  S*rt  into  the  Fiddi 
«  but  did  not  think  fit  to  let  lo  Donate  a  Man  and 
«  (WrSportfmanK  the  King  know  nis  Oftence ,  but 
«  gave  his  Majeftv  the  Gun  loaded  only  with  Pow- 
«  SJ  When  the  King  mifi'd  his  Aim,  this  imp*- 
«  dent  Cur  Itood  chattering,  admiring,  commending 
.«  SW*  Skiinnjbooting',  and,  holding  up  his 
«  Hands  He  had  never  feen  >  M»tf«  nufi  before 
.«  into  whokLife.  WiCirtumftaitt  was  no  Manner 
«  rgument  to  Thofe,  who  afterwards  found  out 

"  Iniquity,  againft  the  Kmg's  Reputation 
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HAT  PEACE  is  better  than  WAR,  is  a 
Subject  only  for  Declamation,  and  be- 
neath any  Body,  except  a  School- Boy, 
to  prove.  The  Points  to  be  confider'd, 
upon  fuch  an  Occafiori,  by  Men  of  Senfe, 
are  ;  whether  the  Peace  be  GOOD,  or 
BAD,  and  bow  it  mat  be  turrfd  moft  to  the  ADVAN- 
TAGE OF  THEIR  COUNTRY. 

,  Now  thefe  Queftions  are  to  be  decided  only  by  the 
Circumstances  of  a  Nation,  .at  that  particular  Time, 
when  a  P<:acs  is  made  ;  whether  the  People  be  in  a  rich 
tt&flc'itrifcing  Condition,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  aflert  all 
.their  juil  Rights  and .  Pretenfion? ;  or  in  fuch  a  weak, 
emLnrrafsd  State,  that  They  cannot  go  to  War,  with- 
out putting  Thcmfelves.  under  the  laft  Extremities.  la 
the£tM£r  Cafe,  high  Conditions  will  be  expeded  ;  and 
a  Piact  will  be  certainly  denominated  bad,  that  is  made 
without  .them  ;  but,  in  the  latter,  the  People  will  be 
,glad  of,  a  Httle  breathing  Time,  at  any  Rate,  and  put 
up  with.. very,  indifferent  Terms,  in  Hopes  of  a  better 
Opportunity  to  retrieve  Themfelves. 
' -,  J  jliall  not.here  enter  into  any  Difquifiii^n  of  ti\tpre- 
'.Jjgt  PJtin,.  -which  hath  been  already  *  examined  as  far 
as  die  Lights  hitherto  given  us  will  admit ;  but  as  no 
.Man,  who  is  not  under  the  moft  fordid  Proftitutiojt, 
•willpreteud  to  bqafl  Qfouvpiyfint  Gircnmjlantei,  let  us 
.a»r.fi<aer,what  may  be  reafonably  expected  from  our  Su~ 
Pcrars,  in  this  Situation. 


, 
XIV, 
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The  vaft  Load  of  DEBT,  under  which  the  Nation 
dill  groans,  is  the  true  Source  of  all  thofe  Calamities 
and  gloomy  Profpedts,  of  which  We  have  fo  much  Rea- 
ibn  to  complain. 

To  This  hath  been  owing  that  Multiplicity  of  bur- 
tbtnfimt  Taxes,  which  have  more  than  doubled  the 
Price  of  the  common  Nece/aries  of  Life,  within  a  few- 
Years  paft  ;  and  thereby  diftrefs'd  the/sw  Labourer  and 
MAP.ufatJurer  ;  di fabled  the  Farmer  to  pay  his  Rent ; 
and  put  even  Gentlemen,  of  pkntijul  Eftates,  under  the 
greateft  Difficulties,  to  make  a  tolerable  Provifion  for 
their  Families. 

From  This  have  proceeded  thofe  infinite  Swarms  of 
Locufts  and  Caterpillars,  in  Office,  who  not  only  prey 
on  the  Vitals  of  Induftry,  but  render  even  our  Liberties 
precarious,  and  dependent  on  the  Will  of  Tbofe,  who 
have  the  fole  Nomination  and  Direction  of  Them. 

To  Tb'u  We  muft  likewiie  afcribe  that  ruinous  Spirit 
of  Luxury,  Corruption  and  Venality,  which  hath  infeft- 
ed  the  whole  Nation,  and  almoft  effaced  the  very  Marks 
if  Frugality  and  publick  Virtue  amongft  us  ;  for  as  our 
'Debts  and  Taxes  have  enabled  one  Set  of  Men,  the  moft 
•worthlefs  of  the  whole  Community,  to  corrupt  ;  fo 
they  have,  laid  a  Multitude  of  Others  under  the  Temp- 
tation of  being  corrupted.  Where  there  are  Buyers, 
there  will  always  be  Sellers  ;  and  Men  will  part  with 
their  dear  eft  Birthright,  when  Poverty  and  bad  Exam- 
ples drive  Them  to  it. 

It  is  therefore  indifpenfably  neceffary,  in  the  firft 
Place,  to  get  rid  of  our  Debts,  with  all  poffible  Speed  ; 
and  as  there  is  a  very  large  annual  Provifion  for  it,  by 
the  Reduction  of  Inter ejt,  on  one  Side,  and  tivtPaymat 
cf  the  fame  heavy  Taxes,  on  the  other,  We  may  furely 
hope  that  tbisjacred  Treafure  will  be  now,  at  leaft,  ap- 
ply M  to  the  Payment  of  our  DEBTS,  or  the  Redemp- 
tion of  our  TAXES,  to  which  it  hath  been  fo  often  ap- 
propriated, in  the  moft  folemn  Manner  ;  for  when  can 
We  have  Reafbn  to  expect  J'ucb  a  due  Application  of  it, 

if 
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if  not  at  prefent ;  or  how  can  We  be  faid  to  reap  the 
Advantages  of  Peace,  whilft  the  tut/ft  grievous  of  our 
Taxes  are  continued,  without  any  Diminution  of  our 
Dflti  ? 

This  great  and  neceflary  Work  of  paying  off  our 
"Debts,  and  redeeming  our  Taxe:,  (without  which  it  is 
ridiculous  to  call  ourfelvcs  an  i\ttfy  People)  may  be 
eafily  accomplifh'd  by  a  frugal  Management  of  the 
fulfick  Jreaf&rf)  and  a  Retrenchment  of  all  needlejs  Ex- 
perices. 

To  this  End,  his  Majefty  hath  already  made  fome 
Reduction  of  his  LAND-FORCES  ;  and  as  the  Country 
Party  have  been  ib  very  moderate  in  their  Proportions, 
as  not  to  infift  on  any  farther  Reduction  than  to 

TWELVE  THOUSAND  MEN,  (which  arc  FIVE  THOU- 
SAND more  than  were  kept  up,  after  the  Treaties 'of 
RYSWICK  and  UTRECHT)  We  may  rely  upon  his  Ma- 
jetty's  gracious  Pi-omife,  that  He  will  foon  anfvver  fo 
reafcnable  an  Expe&ation  ;  fince  Ke  cannot  pcfiibly 
have  a  more  favourable  Opportunity  of  doing  it  than  at 
prefers,  when  all  the  Princes  of  Europe,  from  whom 
We  can  apprehend  any  Diflurbance,  are  fo  much  taken 
up  about  their  own  Inter  efts  and  P  ret  en/ions,  that  We 
might  intirely  diiarm  ourfelvcs,  without  the  leaft  Dan- 
ger ;  but  if  We  flay  till  tbofe  Privets  come  to  a  rM/ina 
cordial  Agreement  amongft  ThernJ'ehes,  I  am  afraid  our 
ProfpecT:  of  Relief  is  not  very  near;  or,  if  1  hey  fhculd 
only  patch  up  Matters,  for  the  prefent,  which  is  far 
more  probable,  and  We  fhould  be  fo  complaiiant  as  to 
guaranty  fuch  a  Treaty,  God  knows  how  foon  They 
may  lorm  fome  new  Schemes,  and  call  upon  us  to  *•*£- 
ment  our  Forces,  initead  of  reducing  them.  Fatal  Ex- 
perience muft  have  taught  us,  unlefs  We  are  quite  be- 
fotted,  what  little  Dependence  there  is  upon  the  moft 
foletnn  Treaties,  efpecially  between  Powers,  whorc  Inte- 
refts  arc  direftly  oppofite.  Now  therefore  is  the  pro- 
per Time  to  give  ourfelves  a  little  Eafe  ;  and  if  We  are 
wife  enough  to  keep  out  of  any  farther  Engagements, 
A  a  2  We 
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We  may  probably  enjoy  it  for  feveral  Years  ;  but  if  We 
fhould  either  wait  for  a  perfeft  Reconciliation  among  the 
fever al  Powers  of  Europe,  or  take  upon  us  the  Guaranty 
of  all  their  temporary  Expedients,  nothing  but  a  -Miracle 
wijl  be  able  to  preferve  us  frofn  that  fatal  Cat 'aft 'ropbe, 
which  our  prefent  languijhing  Condition  feems  to  por- 
tend, without  immediate  Relief. 

Another  confiderable  Saving  may  be  made,  by  re- 
ducing the  Expences  of  our  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  ; 
but  1  chufe  to  explain  This  in  the  Words  of  Mr. 
'Irenchard,  who  made  the  following  Propofal,  for  that 
Parpofe,  about  fifteen  Years  ?go. 

i/?.  ||  "  That  a    Commijjion  be  eftablifh'd  by  the 

'  Legijlature,    who  fhall  be  empower'd    to  enquire  by 

'  Oath  into   the   Abufes  of  collecting  and  managing 

'  every  Branch  of  ihtpublick  Revenue,  as  well  as  the 

'  Civil-Lift  ;  to   examine  into  \\\z  fvpernutnerary  and 

'  tifelefs  Offices,  as  well  as  exorbitant  Salaries  and  ex- 

'  torted  Fees ;   to  look  into  the  Bills  of  the  lower  Offi- 

'  cers  of  the  Houjhald,  of  the  Builders,  Stationers,  Gar- 

1  dtners,  with  all   the  ravenous  Crew  ;  to  fearch  into 

'  the  Pen/tons  and   the  Pretences  for  granting  them  ; 

'  and,  indeed,   into  every  Part  of  the  Expence  of  the 

"  Ciz'it-Lift,  except  his  Majefty's  Privy  Purfe,  and  lay 

"  this  Enquiry  before  the  Parliament,  in  the  fucceeding 

"  Scrlion?,  and  under  to  bat  Heads  They  conceive  there 

"  may  be  a  Regulation  tf  the  Expence. 

zdly,  "  That  it  may  be  made  HIGH  TREASON  for 
"  any  Per/on  to  pay,  or  any  Member  cf  Parliament  to  re- 
"  ceive,  in  Truft  or  ctherwife,  any  Pen/ion,  Sum  tf 
"  Money,  or  other  Gratuity  from  the  Crown,  unlefsit 
"  be  enter'd  in  a  publick  Office,  with  the  Reafons  for 
"  giving,  or  granting  it;  to  which  Office  every  one 

H  Secfor/ie  Confederations  upon  the  State  cf  cur  PUB- 
LICK  DEBTS,  &c.  printed  for  Peele,  alout  the  Tear 
1721. 

"  may 
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"  may  have  Admittance  j  and  that  all  prejlnt  P enfant 
"  be  iefumed. 

Mr.  Trenchard  obferves  very  juftly,  "  that  this  Re- 
tl  gulation  cannot  be  expected  from  the  Favourites  of 
"  Princes,  and  the  Followers  of  their  Court i  and  For- 
"  tunes.  It  would  be  Cruelty,  as  well  as  Folly,  to 
"  hope  for  fuch  Affiftance.  htertft  and  Self-Ltvef  will 
"  Hand  in  the  Way,  and  They  mud  hurt  Tkfmjtivts 
•(  to  ferve  the  Publick,  and  leflen  their  own  Income  to 
*'  encreafe  their  Mafter's.  But  the  Btdy  of  a  grateful 
"  People  can  have  no  Intereft  but  in  their  Prince's  Fe- 
"  licity  ;  nor  can  They  give  a  greater  Inftance  of  their 
«'  Affection  and  Duty  to  Him,  than  to  refcue  his  Per  fan 
"  and  Revenue  out  of  Jaws,  which  would  devour  them 
"  both,  if  ever  That  fhould  happen  to  be  the  Cafe-; 
*'  nor  can  a  Parliament  of  England  do  a  more  accept- 
"  able  AcVion,  or  better  recommend  Themielves  to  their 
"  Principals  againft  a  fuccecding  Election. 

"  1  believe,  fays  the  fame  Gentleman,  it  may  be 
"  eafily  made  out,  that  the  Management  of  the  Reve- 
"  nues  alone,  in  the  late  Reign,  coil  the  People  more 
"  .than  the  whole  Produce  amounted  to,  in  Queen  E- 
"  lizabettfs  Time.  And  in  This  I  do  not  include  the 
"  immenfe  Advantages  then  got  by  indirect  Meunsr  in 
"  aM  tj?g  Offices,  and  particularly  in  the  Navy,  which 
"  coil  the  Kingdom  many  Times  as  much  as  the  Ojji- 
*'  cers  could  get  to  Themfelves,  not  only  by  greatly 
*'  enhancing  the  Price  of  all  Stores  and  Provijionst 
«'  but  in  dilcontenting  the  Seamen,  and  driving  Them 
«'  wtoforeign  Service ;  without  which,  it  is  thought, 
"  cur  pt-f/fat  Enemies  could  not  have  appear'd  upon 
"  the  Sea. 

He  then  compares  the  Management  of  the  SOUTH- 
SEA  COMPANY  and  the  BASK  OF  ENGLAND  with 
That  of  the  EXCHEQUER,  and  fhevvs  that  the  Ex- 
pences  of  the  Utter  exceed  Thofe  of  \.\v>.  former,  at  leaft, 

I'CURSCOKE     THOUSAND.    POUNDS    PER     ANNUM; 

A  a  3 
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though  He  fuppofe?,  very  juftly,  "  that  it  will  not  be 
"  deny'd,  notwithftanding  f£a  £r^  Difference  in  the 
•**  EXPENCE,  that  the  Receipts  and  Payments  are 
"  greater  in  the  5rfff/&  than  in  the  Exchequer.  Nay, 
««  'tis  remarkable,  y^jj  H^,  that  wo/?  e/~  ^  publick 
ft  Payments  are  now  made  at  the  Bank,  there  being 
an  Officer  from  thence  conftantly  attending  the  Ex- 
chequer, ready  to  'give  Bank  Bills  to  All,  who  have 
Demands  of  Money ;  fo  that  many  of  the  Officers 
there  are  now  become  Sine-Cures,  as  others  of  them 
were  before. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  judge  how  far  this  Scheme  may 
be  thought  reafonable,  or  practicable ;  it  is  certainly  fb, 
in  fome  Degree  ;  and  if  it  had  been  put  in  Execution, 
when  it  was  nrft  propofed,  all  the  hard  Duties  upon 
Labour,  and  Trade,  'might  have  been  taken  off  by  this 
Time.  I  am  forry  to  add,  that  all  other  Schemes  for 
reviving  our  Manufaftures  are  only  quack  Remedies, 
which  may  give  the  Crown  ftill  farther  Power,  and 
thereby  endanger  our  Liberties,  but  will  never  cure  the 
grand  Evil. 

Several  other  Savings  and  Retrenchments  might  be 
"likewiie  made,  by  fuch  an  Examination  into  the  Dif- 
•pcfiiicn  of  the  Revenue  as  hath  been  frequently  demand- 
ed ;  and  though  a  certain  Gentleman  may  endeavour  to 
«-idicule  all  Juch  Enquiries,  by  calling  a  Sum  of* 

THIRTY   SIX    THOUSAND  POUND5,  loft  tO  the  Publick 

in  one  Article,   a  pedling,   trifling  Matter,  and  another 

Sum  of  -f     FIFTEEN     THOUSAND     PoUNDSPERAN- 

•NUM,  taken  from  the  Publick,  a  Difpute  about  a  Pound 
of  Candles  ;  yet  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  our  Re- 
prefentatives  come  to  confider  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
in  a  proper  Manner,  They  will  not  fuller  Them  (elves 

*  See  fome  Confederations  concerning  the  publick  Funds, 
&c.p.  79.  printed  for  Pecle  in  the  Tear  tj$$. 

•f-  See  an  Enquiry  into  the  Cotiduftof-tur  d<>m?Jli(k 
Affair*,  &c.  p.  9 

to 
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to  be  laugh'd  out  of  the  faithful  Difcharge  of  their 
Truit,  by  fuch  wanton  and  infolent  Sallies  of  over" 
grown  Power. 

There  is  another  Point  ',  which  well  deferves  their  In- 
fpeftion,  and  can  never  be  undertaken  at  a  better  Time 
than  the  prefent,  when  our  good  Friends  of  Paris  and 
Vienna  are  fo  kind  as  to  take  the  Trouble  of  Peace-mak- 
ing out  of  our  Hands  ;  I  mean  an  Enquiry  into  the 
late  Management,  and  prefent  State  of  our  ROYAL 
TIMBER.  This  was  thought  fo  effential  an  Article 
in  Queen  Elizabeth  *s  Reign,  that  Orders  were  frequent- 
ly iffued  from  her  Council,  for  the  Preservation  of  it  i 
and  She  not  only  religioufly  apply'd  it  to  the  Ufe  of 
her  Fleet,  but  fold  as  much  as  could  be  conveniently 
fpared,  for  buying  naval  Stores  ;  by  which  a  double 
Charge  was  faved  to  the  Nation.  It  will  therefore  be- 
come the  Zeal  of  a  Britijb  Parliament,  who  have  the 
Intereit  of  their  Country  truly  at  Heart,  to  make  a 
ftridl  Examination  into  the  following  Particulars  ;  viz. 

I  .  What  Quantities  of  royal  Timber  have  been  ap- 
ply'd to  building,  or  repairing  our  Skips  of  War,  or  to 
any  other  publick  Uje,  for  thirty  or  forty  Years  pair, 
diftinguifhing  the  particular  Tears,  Quantities,  and 
Places,  where  deliver'd. 

2.  Whether  any,  and  what  Diflipaticns  have  been 
made  of  fuch  Timber,  within  that  Time. 

3.  What  Quantities  are  now  growing,  and   fit  for 
Ufe,  in  the  feveral  Forejis  and  Lands,  belonging  to  the 


If  it  fhould  appear,  upon  fuch  an  Enquiry,  that  any 
Walle  hath  been  made  of  this  national  Stock,  and  that 
the  Publick  hath  been  put  to  an  infinite  Expence,  upon 
that  Account,  it  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  the  People's 
•Representatives  to  provide  again!*  the  like  Evils  for 
the  future,  by  preferving  the  Growth  of  this  1i?nber^ 
and  taking  effectual  Care  that  it  ihail  be  apply'd  to  the 
proper  Ule. 

Such 
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Such  a  Provifion  is  not  only  neceffary,  but  reafon- 
able  ;  for  fince  the  Legijlature  hath  thought  fit  to  lay 
private  Gentlemen  under  feveral  Reltraints,  in  the  Ma- 
nagement  of  their  own  Timber,  it  is  monftrous  to  fup- 
pofe  that  no  Care  ought  to  be  taken  of  That,  which 
properly  belongs  to  the  Publick  ;  for  though  it  is  com- 
monly  call'd  Crown-Timber,  becaufe  it  grows  on  the 
antient  Demefnes  of  the  Crown  ;  yet  fince  the  Nation  is 
now  at  the  fole  Charge  of  building  and  repairing  our 
Navy,  as  well  as  of  carrying  on  sMWars,  and  even 
fupporting  the  royal  Houjhold,  the  Crown  is  properly 
no  more  than  the  Guardian  of  it,  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Publick. 

I  muft  add,  that  fuch  an  Enquiry  is  the  more  re- 
quifite  at  this  Time,  when  good  Ship-Timber,  efpecially 
Oak,  is  grown  fo  fcarce,  that  if  Brick  and  Deal  were 
not  fo  generally  ufed  in  common  Buildings,  there  would 
hardly  be  enough  in  the  Counties  adjacent  to  our  Docks, 
or  where  They  have  any  Convenience  of  Water-Car- 
riage, to  fupply  our  Navy. 

Neither  have  We  any  Reafon  to  fufpeft  that  our 
prefent  excellent  Minifters,  who  have  been  fo  often 
compared  to  Thofe  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  will  endea- 
vour to  give  any  J  farther  Obftrudion  to  fo  publick- 
fpiriied  a  Defign  ;  and  much  lefs  that  it  will  receive 
any  Difcouragement  from  hi;  prefent  Majefty,  who 
really  imitates  that  renowtfd  Pri/ifejs  in  her  private 
OEconomy,  as  well  zspublick  Magnificence. 

As  fame  Regulation  ef  this  Kind  is  neceffary  to  fup- 
port  the  very  Bafis  of  our  maritime  Power ;  fo  the  pre- 
{ent  wretched  Condition  of  our  Colonies,  on  which  the 
belt  Part  of  our  Trade  now  depends,  calls  upon  us  for 
immediate  Relief;  and  if  it  mould  be  found,  upon 

£  ///  life  Tear  1728,  a  Motion  was  made,  in  the  Hauj'c 
of  Commons,  for  an  At  count  if  what  Grants  had  been 
made  of  Qown  Timber,  from  the  Tear  1715  to  June 
17 16  ;  OKI  a  Negative  was  then  put  vpsn  it. 

Exa- 
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Examination,  that  nothing  hath  contributed  fb  much  to- 
their  Declenfion,  as  the  late  Conduct  of  their  Gover- 
nors, or  even  the  very  Nature  of  their  Commijfions, 
fome  effectual  Remedy  ought  to  be  apply 'd  to  ib  mif- 
chievous  an  Evil,  before  it  grows  absolutely  incurable  ; 
for  I  hope  it  is  not  fo  already,  notwithstanding  the 
jnelaiicbcly  Accounts,  \vhich  We  receive  almoft  every 
Day  from  thence.  It  will  particularly  deferve  Enquiry, 
whether  it  hath  ever  been  the  Practice  to  give  any  Mo- 
ney for  ikefe  Governments  ;  or  to  divide  the  known  Pro- 
fits of  them  with  Somebody  in  the  Dark  ;  for  if  This 
mould  be  the  Cafe,  how  can  We  wonder  thztfucb 
Perfons  mould  endeavour  to  reimburie  Themfelves,  by 
fleecing  the  People,  whom  They  are  lent  to  cherilh 
and  protect  ?  Yet  fuch  Things,  at  leaft,  are  talk'd  of 
very  freely  at  home ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mifmform'd, 
fome  of  die  Governors  themielves  have  made  no  Scruple 
to  complain  of  them  abroad,  by  V/ay  of  Apology  for 
their  own  Exaffions. 

We  may  now  likewjfe  expeft  feme  farther  Security 
to  tlut  main  Pillar  of  our  Conftitution,  the  "Freedom  of 
Parliaments ;  and  as  the  greatett  Danger  arifes  from  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  being  crouded  with  too  many  Offi- 
cers, nVz'/and  military,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  if  the  Bill 
for  limiting  Them  mould  be  brought  in  again  this  Sel- 
fion,  it  will  be  fuffer'd  to  pafs  without  any  Oppo- 
fition. 

To  conclude.  If  tbisgreat  Work  ^REFORMATION 
and  REDRESS  Ihould  be  at  laft  compleated,  or  even 
begun  in  fucb  a  Manner,  as  to  convince  the  People 
that  it  is  undertaken  in  Earnefl  ;  They  will  be  forever 
bound  to  blefs  the  Hands,  let  them  be  whofe  they  will, 
to  whom  They  owe  ib  mighty  and  fignal  a  Deliver- 
ance. But  if,  in  lie  ad  of  This,  no  other  Uk  mould  be 
mzdeofi}iepr£ffntC0njun£lurt>,  than  to  fcrcen  all  for- 
mer Mi/Managements,  to  ftrengtheu  the  detellable  In- 
tereit  of  Parties,  and  eftablith  any  particular  Man  in 
Power,  or  give  Kim  a  long  wifh'd-for  Opportunity  of 
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retreating  with  Impunity  ;  even  PEACE,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  (which  God  uvert !)  would  be  fo  far  from  being 
a  Blejjing,  that,  like  all  other  good  Things  corrupted, 
it  would  prove  the  greateft  Curje,  and  put  a  finifhing 
Hand  to  our  Calamities.  D. 
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To   CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Ejqi 
Mr. 


I  N  C  E  You  have  already  done  the  fair 
Sex  Juitice,  as  to  \\izir  political  Capaci- 
ties, and  profefs'd  your  Readinefs  to  do 
it,  upon  all  other  Occafions,  1  muft  put 
You  in  Mind  of  one  Endowment,  for 
which  They  have  been  famous  in  all 
Ages,  though  great  Pains  have  been  lately  taken  to  bring 
it  into  Contempt  ;  I  mean  the  Spirit  of  Prophefi,  or 
Preditticn. 

A  *  modern  Author  pretends  to  afiign  a  natural  Rea- 
fon,  which  I  cannot  very  decently  explain,  why 
Women  are  more  capable  of  Infpiration  than  you 
Men  ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  Caufe  of  it,  Ex- 
perience mews  us  that  the  Thing  is  actually  fo  in 
Effect. 

The  Oracles  of  the  antient  Sibyls  (  who,  You  know, 
were  all  Women  )  have  acquired  liich  an  eftabliih'd  Re- 
putation in  the  World,  that  They  will  forever  do  Ho- 
nour to  our  Sex.  One  of  'Them,  who  relided  at  Delpbos, 
had  fo  much  Authority  amongft  the  Grecians,  that  no 

*  Tale  of  a  Tub,   Sett.  8. 
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important  Enterprize  was  undertaken,  without  her  Ad- 
vice ;  and  the  Writings  of  Another,   who  lived  in  a 

m  ^ft  tl  :"T  Wer\hddin  iuch  MS*  Venation  a! 
mongft  the  £,««,,,  that  two  religious  Officers  were  an 
pointed  on  Purpofe  to  confclt  Them,  up™  all  £?£ 
orions,  by  Order  of  the  &«„.  The  reft  o/SS 
re  equally  eneem'd,  in  other  Countries! 

gam'd 


Art 


Amongft  the  Modems,  JOAN  OF  ARC,  or  the 
MAID  OF  ORLEANS,  in  the  Reign  of  our  Llr, 
the  6^,  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  in  this  Kin? 


But  no  Country  in  £««/»  hath  been  more 
of  ^z  female  Ajtrotogers  and  Af^»an 
own  Z,^^w>  my  native  Country  and  Place  Tf 
Rcfidence,  was  always  look'd  upon  a7s  .  Colony  of 
*****  and  the  «^r/*  ^  cf  Scotland  " 
equally  renown'd  for  a  certain  tind  of 


had  fo  much  Honour  done  Him,    I  think  k  a 

lit- 
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little  hard  that  no  Notice  mould  *>e  taken  of 
in  the  fame -Art.     • 

This  great  Propbetefs  came  into  the  World,  like  her 
Brother  Merlh,  in  a  very  'extraordinary  Manner,  be- 
ing begot  by  a  Damon,-  in  Mafquerade,  on  the  Body  of 
a  -poor  young  Girl,  whom  He  found  bemoaning  her  Con- 
dition by  the  Side  of  a  River. 

Many  notable  Pi-anks  are  recorded  of  Her,  during  her 
Childhood,  fuch  as  fetting  Women  upon  their  Heads, 
and  transforming  Men  into  horn'd  Beads  ;  which  gave 
the  World  an  early  Prefageof  the  wonderful  Things  She 
was  afterwards  to  perform . 

Her  Fame  foon  fpread  through  the  whole  Kingdom, 
and  Multitudes  of  all  Ranks  reforted  to  Her  for  the 
.Refolution  of  their  Doubt?,  and  the  Knowledge  of  fu- 
ture Events,  which  She  explain*-d  to  Them  in  feveral 
myjfical  Prophecies,  or  Oracles  ;  particularly  Cardinal 
Jro/frfs  Downfa!,  and  the  Reformation  of  Religion;  but 
the  following  in,  my  Opinion,  is  the  snoit  remarkable  of 
them  all. 

•'••wb*'iu* 

When  the  Cow  doth  rU-e  the  BULL, 

Then,    O  Prieft,    beware  tby  Skull; 

•And  when   the  lower   Shrubs  do  fall, 

?be   great  Trees  quickly  follow  /ball ; 

The  mitred  Peacock's  lofty  Pride 

Shall  to  bii  Matter  be   a  Guide ; 

And  one  great  Court  'to  'pafs  /kail  bring , 

What  was  ne'er  done   by  any 'King. 

The  Poor  Jball  grieve  to  fee  that  Day, 

And  who  did  feaft  muft  fail  and  pray  ; 

fate  fo  decreed  their  Overthrew  ; 

Riches  brought  Pride,    and  Pride  brought   Wee. 

This  Propbefy  is  varioufiy  read,  by  different  Hiflori- 
ans ;  but  the  Copy,  which  I  have  given  the  Reader, 

feeais 

4  a 
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Teems  to  be  the  moft  authentick  ;  and  all  the  *  Writers 
of  her  Life,  whom  I  have  consulted,  interpret  it  in  the 
following  Manner. 

By  the  Ccno  was  meant  King  Henry,  who  gave 
the  fame  in  his  Arms,  as  Earl  o{  Richmond  by  Inhe- 
ritance ;  and  the  Bull  betoken'd  Mrs.  Anne  Bulloigne, 
whom  the  King  took  to  Wife,  either  becaufe  the 
firll  Syllable  of  her  Name  was  Butt,  or  becaufe 
her  Father  bore  the  Buffs  Head  for  his  Creft.  The 
remaining  Part  of  the  Prophecy  is  apply'd  to  the  Saf- 
frejjion  «f  Monafteriet,  in  that  Reign,  with  which 
it  agrees  well  enough.  But  that  the  Coza  fhould  ligni- 
fy  the  KING,  and  the  Bull  the  QUEEN,  feems  to 
be  fo  prepotlerous,  and  inconfiflent  with  the  Character 
of  HENRY  the  %tb  ,  that  I  fubmit  it  to  You,  Sir,  and 
the  Publick,  whether  the  whole  will  not  be&rfome  a- 
ther  Conftrufiion. 

May  it  not  be  apply  M,  for  Inftance,  to  the  tragi- 
cal Reign  of  King  Charles  the  ijt  ;  when  it  is  well 
known  that  the  <%ueen  had  too  much  Influence  over 
that  unhappy  Prince  ?  Arch-Bifliop  Laud  may  as  pro- 
perly be  ityled  the  mitred  Peacock,  as  Cardinal  Wol- 
Jfy,  fince  his  Pride  was  full  as  lofty,  and  at  laft 
brought  his  Head,  or  Scull,  to  the  Block.  Nay, 
in  one  Refpecl,  it  is  more  applicable  to  that  Re i git 
than  the  tther  j  for  Laud's  Fate  led  the  Way  to 
That  of  his  Mafler  ;  or,  as  the  Prophecy  fays,  was  the 
Guide  to  it ;  which  was  not  the  Cafe  of  Woljefs  Fall. The 
latter  Part  of  the  Prophecy  anfwers  likewiie  very  well 
to  the  Subverfion  of  CHURCH  and  STATE,  at  that 
Time,  as  well  as  the  Confufions  and  Calamities  iubfe- 
quent  upon  it,  by  the  over-bearing  Power  of  infoltnt 
Seftaries. 

*  Ibe  Life  and  Dtatb  cf  MOTHER  SHIPTON,  Lon- 
don Edit.  1697,  /.  18. — Tlye  Hiftory  of  MOTHER 

S  H  i  p  v  o  N  ,  p.  1 6 . The  ft  range  and  wonderful  Hi/tory 

and  Prophecies  of  MOTHER  SHIFT  o  N  ,  />•   18. 

VOL.   XIV.  B  b  Or, 
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Or,  to  bring  it  home  to  our  own  Times,  u  hat  do 
You  think,  Mr.  U1  dnz  er 5 ,  of  her  prejent  Catbolick  M^ 
jcfty  and  Cardinal  Albcroni,  who  was  like  wife  a  proud > 
mitred  Peacock,  and  fell  into  Di'^race,  '  after  He  had" 
given  the  poor  Spaniards  ample  Reaion  to  curfe  his  Ad- 
miniftration  ? 

But  whatever  might  be  meant  by  this  Prophecy,  the 
great  Character,  \vhich  Mother  Sbipton  hath  k>  jufily 
obta'm'd  by  her  other  Predictions,  puts  it  beyond  all 
Doubt  that  it  either  hath  been,  or  will  be  fulhU'd  fome 
Time  or  other  ;  andl  humbly  propofe  it  to  the  Ladies 
gf  Great  Britain,  who  have  the  Honour  of  their  Sex 
and  the  Intereft  of  Necromancy  at  Heart,  that  a  magni- 
ficent Statue  be  erccled  to  her  Memory,  in  lome  Place 
of  'pnblick  Rc;orr,  with  MOTHER  PUNCH,  on  ore 
Side,  as  her  Prime •!'.•  Snifter,  and  MOTHER  OFBORNE, 
as  her  Secretary,  on  the  other.  Whether  any  farther 
Honours,  or  Attendants,  ought  to  be  decreed  Her,  muft 
be  left  to  the  Confederation  of  a  C<,Ktn':ttee,  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  Purpofe. 

I  am  the  more  free  in  expreffing  my  Corcem  for 
the  Honour  of  female  Magick,  fihce  a  Bill  i?  order 'd  to 
be  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  repealing 
that  pernicious  Aft  of  King  Janes  the  \ft,  which 
feems  to  have  been  calculated  to  deftroy  all  the  Con- 
jurers in  the  Kingdom,  except  Hitnfelf  ;  *'<-?  without 
fome  Proficiency  in  that  Art,  ic  would  have  been  im- 
pofiib-le  for  Him  to  imell  cut  a  G^n-fcwacr  Plot  in  the 
Letter  to  Lord  Mcntengle,  if  He  had  no  other  Intelli- 
gence: Vet  iucii  a  terrible  Enemy  was 'He  to  a!-' 
pie,  who  were  pofTefs?d  of  the  fame  Fluffy,  \r,  ?r.y  De- 
grce,  that  He  rot  onlv  V.TO:C  ?r.  ever -nicmorabJie 
Treatife,"  cali'd  D&jnonolcg\,  again  ft  Them,  hut - 
the/.  rt'or'ci  TO  f?  rn;;*d.  ?.• 

join'd  all  V  •     rut  it  fi>!'v    in  F.xec- 

This,  no  Doubt,  was  a  terrible  Diicouragemenf  to  the 
Gift  9f-P.Trf>hrtjrng-~,  and  though- rtir^<g  ffiade  no  Difr 
tinc'tion  of -Sexa,  yet  ours  v,?-  .  ca:c;'.  Suf- 

ferer 
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feter  by  it  ;  for  it  was  come  to  that  Pals  at  laft,  that  a 
IVvmW  could  hardly  grow  poor,  aid  and  ugly  (  which 
rue  Curies  enough,  in  all  Conicience,  of  thenuelves  ) 
•without  Danger  or  being  hang'd  for  a  Witch.  The  Caie 
of  Jane  Wtnbam  is  itill  frefh  in  moil  People's  Memory  ; 
and  nobody  can  wonder  that  We  have  been  a  little  up- 
on our  Guard  ever  finc'e. 

.  Neither  do  I  fuppofe  that  the  Repeal  of  this  Aft  is 
intended  puiely  as  Matter  of  Favour  to  Us  ;  for  tho'  it 
ham  iaia  dormant,  for  many  Years,  and  in  a  Man- 
ner grown  obsolete,  with  Regard  to  Mankind*  yet 
ftiil  it  hung  over  your  Heads,  in  Terrorem  ;  and  as 
We  have  feme  great  Men  amongft  U?,  who  have 
juftly  acquired  the  Reputation  of  being  Wizards,  or 
C'j-n-.irers,  their  Enemies  might  take  an  Opportunity 
of  putting  this-  Law  in  Force  againft  Them,  for 
want  of  other  Means  to  gratify  their  bloody-minded 
V&zvs  and  Rejentments.  Nor  will  This  appear  fo  im- 
pj'obabk,  as  ibme  People  may  imagine,  whrn  They, 
compare  the  Purport  of  the  Law  and  the  Condacl  of. 
AcY/}  Gtnllemcn  to>c:iie:-. 

riic  Porions  included  in  this  AS  are  divided  by  our 
La-.vyers  into  the  *  three  flowing  Clajfes. 

1 .  Co  N  j  u  R.  E  R  s  ;    who  .make  itfc  if  Invocations,    or 
irugick  Word?,  to  rai/c  the  D E  v  i  L ,  and  compel  Him  to 

execute  their  Gunman Js. Now,    I'il   appeal   to 

You,    Mr.  I?Am-ers,    whether  feveral   Thing?,    both 
at  home  and  abroad,    could   have  been   lately  brought 
to  pafsj  if  a  certain  Gentlemin,    who  fhali  be  namelefs, 
had   not  had   fome  Dealings  with  another  Gentleman  in  ' 
Black. ' 

2.  WITCHES,    or  WIZARDS;    w'to  covenant  with 
EVIL   SPIRITS,    and  entertain  Tbem  in  their  Service, 

by  F  E  E  s ,  or  R  E  \v  A  R  D  s . This  is  fo  common  and 

well-known  a  Cafe,    that  it  Hands  in  Need  of  no  Ex- 
phnation. 

*  See  Pleat  of  the  Crown,  p.  5.     . 

B  b  2  3- 
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3.  SORCERERS,  or  CHARMERS  ;  who  by  the  Means 
cf  IMAGES,  and  ODD  REPRESENTATIONS  OF  PER- 
SONS, or  THINGS,  produce  STRANGE  EFFECTS  above 

the    ORDINARY      COURSE    OF     NATURE.  •          ...  I  be- 

lieve  nobody  will  be  able  to  read  this  Article,  without 
carting  his  Eyes  on  a  little^  cunning  Man,  who  hath 
been  muddling  all  his  Life  in  the  black  A>~t,  and  pro- 
ducedfevera/jftrangt  Effects,  which  are  certainly  above* 
the  ordinary  Covrje  cf  Nature  ;  for  I  will  defy  the 
vile  ft  Man  in  Europe  to  proyc  that  the  late  happy  Turn 
of  Aff.drs,  in  Favour  of  the  Emperor,  was  the  natural 
Ejfeft  of  bit  Negotiations,  for  ten  Tears  pa/}.  By 
what  Kind  of  Means  He  hath  done  This,  whether  by 
the  prevailing  Influence  of  certain  Images,  or  any  odd 
Reprefentation  of  Perfon,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but  He  is  cer- 
tainly within  the  Statute,  as  a  Sorcerer,  or  CHA  RME  R, 
(  which  every  Body  mult  allow  Him  to  be  )  and  there- 
lore  I  fhall  be  very  glad  to  fee  it  rrpeaPd. 

I  mutt  likewile  lake  the  Liberty  to  obfejve,  that  You 
have  been  riifpcfted  of  keep  ing  a  Familiar  yourfelf;  for 
how  could  you  otherwife  foretel  fo  many  remarkable  E- 
vents,  which  came  cfcaftly  to  pafs  according  to  your 
Predictions  ? 

It  is  therefore  abfdutely  necefiary  for  the  Good  of  all 
forties,  in  th«  prefent  Conjuncture,  that  this  Act  mould 
be  repeal'd  ;  and,  indeed,  We  have  no  great  Reafon 
to  doubt  it ;  fince  it  will  not  only  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  an  Aft  of  Indemnity,  and  lecure  the  great  P<r- 
jons  before-mention'd  from  any  Indittment,  or  Articles, 
of  Impeachment,  as  Conjurers ;  but,  perhap?,  give 
Them  Grace,  for  the  future,  to  defy  the  Devil  and  all 
bis  Works. 

To  tell  you,  the  Truth,  Mr.  TfAnvers,  I  am  come 
to  Town,  with  feveral  of  my  Countrywomen,  on  Pur- 
pofe  to  make  Ufe  of  my  little  Intereit,  upon  this  Occa- 
fion ;  for  I  think  it  is  as  incumbent  upon  all  Perfons, 
\vho  think  Themfelves  a  little  wifer  than  their  Neigh- 
(and  That  is  no  inconsiderable  Party,in  this  King- 
dom) 
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dom  )  to  p;omotc  the  Repeal  of  tins  Law,  as  the'. 
/enters  do  to  follicit  That  of  the  Tfft  ;  but  I  vvas.forry 
to  hear  that  three  or  four  Pffont  ftroold  beib  indiicrect, 
as  fo  'appear,  at  the  Jajt  Mafquernde,  in  their  proper 
Chambers,  and  perform  feveral  "magical  Opirathns,  be- 
fore We  have  actually  gain'd  our  Paint  ;  tor  I  am  very 
apprehenfive  that  This  may  be  eileem'd  an  Infult  up- 
on Authority,  as  the  Law  ftands  at  prefent,  and  per-* 
haps  induce  fome  Perfons  to  oppofe  the  Repeal  of  it  ; 
though,  for  the  Reafons  before-mention'd,  I  am  inclined 
to  hope  that  They  -will  not  prevail. 

a  l\m  5  7  R, 

yd  -.-  •  -       •       '       ,  / 

\>Y*  VM    .   Your  unknown  Friend  and  bumble  Servant, 
-wo  'ii  aH  ; 

S^.JIAH'J^  ,  RACHEL  FORESIGHT. 

-•3-rerij  bar  {  ) 

BcY^  B?A-T  and  t!;t  Two  WEASELS. 

A-  t-A  *  I  E. 

-gtKfatcd  from  Maafr.   FONTAINE. 


B^t,    if  Fcntaine.  We  believe, 
-That  rang'd   about  one  Summer's  Eve, 
retiring  to  his  Reit, 
to  a  ^V^'ANeft,  ' 
o'ls  his  trembling   Ear  ; 
f.:/-.-7  ftch  \'crinin-  ra/rr  /YTV? 
lcj  Rajca/>    d&t    yju  knvzv 
./'«•  //  '«//  joy  r-  Race-  a   Fie, 

•  -nal  W'&r'  with  'Mice  ?  - 
Then  wou|d  have  gorged  {^im  in  a  Trice  ; 
\\r.  ,-n  thus  the  j3.^—  —  L^w:  wy  /f  'ord,  ".'•'• 
'    v:  flake  me  ;   Pm  a  Jsiui  ; 


--  .Tbe  Name  is  a  Dtf-faee  ; 
Lt.k  crct-pin's  Ra^e  j«  "  J1""' 

i     £       ^/liirtrt: 

B  b  v     •       •     •'  .....  '   -A--J 
r.rncb 
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Behold  the  Wings,    laitb  tubkb  I  /y, 
And  flit  between  the  Earth  and  Sty. 
Good  Sir,  my  Life  in  Mercy  fpare  ; 
See  !   bow  Til  ikim  the  midway  Air  f  •   •• 
The  cunning  Bat,  by   this  Deceit, 
Procured  Himfelf  aVafe  Retreat. 

Misfortune  fliould  have  made  Him  wife  ; 
But  next  Night  out  again  He  flies ; 
Unlucky  Cha-ce  !   He  pops  again 
Into  another  Weafeh  Den  ', 
How  fhall  He  now  his  Safety  find  ? 
This,  a  dire  Foe  to  feather1  a  Kind, 
With  Jaws  as  keen  as  any  Shark, 
Prepared  to  eat  Him,  for  a  Lark  ; 
The  Bat,    a  fecond  Time  in  Danger, 
Cry'dout,  dear  Sir,  ajjuage  your  Anger, 
Tm  not  a  Bird,    nor  jit  to  cat, 
Obferve  my  Fur,  and  fee  my  Feet; 
Believe  me,  Fm  an  boneft  Moufe,          £ 
As  ier  inhabited  an  Houfe  ; 
Long  live  the  Rate  of  Mice  and  Rats, 
And  damn  the  griping  Paws  of  Cats  /— •» . 
The  Bat,  with  this  adroit  Reply, 
Regain'd  once  more  his  Liberty, 
And  tWicc  efcap'd,  by  different  Arts ; 
Such  is  the  Ufe  of  ready   Parts*  *J 

The  Fable  told,  where  is  it  pat  ? 
Why  LONGUS  is  this  very  Bat ; 
Two  BOBS,  the  WEASELS  of  the  Stcry, 

•W levtAH ly,  Wig  said  ' 

At  different  Times,  with  equal  Zeal, 

Retain'd  Him  'gainft  the  Common- Weal, 

And  placed  Him  in  the  Senate-Houfe,      ,coY  lo  jnani 

A  Bird  with  one,  with  one  a  M?ufe  ;  : 

Now  a  poor  creeping,  grmeling  Squire, 

Then,  like  a  j9rW,  a  bold"  High-flyer  ; . 

Cnce  loved  the  Cburth ;  'tis  now  a  Jetf  ; 

He's  ready  to  repeal  the  Teft  j 

The 


The  Stuarts  whilom  his  Profeffiori, 

But  now  the  Hanover  -Succeffton  J         > 

Swears  that  the  only  RigH  fctnr»  ^ 

Is  to  be  found  in  <r«>|;rt- Lints    " 

Staunch  in  his  Principles  for  Kfogr,  •*  &***•*  wtT 

Yet  crawling  on  his  very  Wings-,    " 

For  Prey  He  skulks  about  ar  Mgfo, 

And  ftrives  to  fhun  the  pub  lid  Sight ; 

A  Sfiy,  whenever  He  appears, 

And,  like  a  Bat,   with  dautte  Ears. 

Learn  hence  this  Moral,  ye  Court-Sage^  H««ft  woH 
Who  earn  and  would  deferve  your  Wages, 
To  make  your  Fortunes  krge  and  ample, 
Bat  Longus  be  your  fixt  Example.  C.  • 

-  s    ^fcS.  scTT 
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To  FRANCIS  W  A  L  s  i  N  c  H  A  M,  Eft,    • 

Worthy  Sir, 

O  U  and  I  have  not  had  any  direft  Cor- 
refpondetice,  or  Difpute  with  each  other, 
for  fome  Time  part.  A  Perfon  of  your 
Importance  will,  no  Doubt,  inapute 
This  to  your  Contempt  of  fo  mean  an 
~*>~r*n-  Aduerfary  ;  and  I  cannot  deny  it  to  be 

a  fair  Retaliation  enough,  confidering  my  former  Treat- 
ment of  You,  upon.feveral  Occafions;^  particularly  in 
letting  up  my  Nephew  TbecpbHas  againft  You. 

But  there  is  another  Part  of  your  late  Conduit,  which 

fcem?  to  (land  in  Need  of  ibme  Explanation  ;  for  though 

You  fet  out  in  the  Gazetteer  with  alluring  Us,  as  You 

>)qy*.  DJ  vLK"-      G1^ 
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lid  in  the  Free-Briton,  *  •'  that  You  intene  to  oro- 
•'  fecute  the  Defign  oT  that  P^iper,  -oa  t'ns.jane  Day* 
•'  erery  Week;  ;  and  that  You  v/ould  ;make  Younelf 
"  '  anfwe-able  for  tkyfe  Performances,  in  this  'political 
"  Medley,  which  fliould  be  K>ar  <?»>#,  by  iubscribing 
"  your  Name  to  {hem.'1  — — —  No:wij.hftandirig  this 
Declaration,  I  fay,  it  is  very  remarkable  that  You  had 
not  proceeded  two  Months  in  your  KCIV  TJr.derttkii:* 
before  You.  deferred  your  Poft,  and  either  difappear'd 
on  your  appointed  Day,  or  fupprefs'd  that  formidable 
Name,  with  which  You  had  io  long  introduced  your 
Labonrs-into  the  World. 

Whether  this -proceeds  from  that.Excefs  of  .Modefly, 
for  which  YoG  have  fo  long  diftinguifh'd  Yourlelf,  and 
a  candid  Unvvillingnefs  that  fo  great  a  Name  Ihould  add 
any  Weight  to  your   Arguments,  or  .from   any  other. 
Caufe,  1  fhall  not  prefume  to  determine  ;   but  a  rtmark* 
able  -HwJ,  like   That    of  £/.";«,    will   dhcover   itieif 
through'  any  Difjuife  ;.arii   there  is  fuch  a  .peculiar.. 
J'ne  jca>;  quty  in  all  your  Produ6lion5,   that  it  is  im- 
poiTible  "to  conceal    them  from  any  Body,   v,  ho,  is  the- 
leaft  acquainted  with  your   Style  and  Manner  of  \\ri-.-- 
ing.    'By  thefe  Mark?,    i:  was  immediately  vifible  that 
thofe  inimitable  Papers,  about  fix  Months  ago,  intidsd  • 
the  Cafe  of  the  BANK-CONTRACT,  had  t'he  Hor-.O'.. 
pafs  under  jour  Pen,  though  it  vsasfuir  as  evident  th^t 
the  Materials  could  come  from  nobody  iyjt  yo-r 
wurs.lle  Patron.     Thi:  induced  Me  to  addrefs •&)'-&&& 
f'.ver  to  Him ;   in  which  1  certainrv-  .did   You- .  an  .emif,; 
r.cnt  Piece  of  Sen-ice  ;   fiuce  it'  coi:ld  be  your  DnJy.JBfe:.- 
cure  for  giving  up  thai-  Point,  in  fo  fhameful  a  Aia: 
?f:er  yonr  repeated-  Menaces  jao:  to   let  ?vle  hlve.asMM 
nenft  Rfft,  but  to  purfue  Me,  f  Day  afier  t)4y^~Wnk\ 

:"<:?•:,  Yestr  afar  'foe,*,  in  aUPlatej^  it; 
in -every  Column,  Paragtapb,  ar.d  P,trt  of  a  F/./..  , 
vr/r  PatrW  \v4$ ^^acqoitied  of  that  Cha;  'V. 

•__ . _— 

*  Gaz.  No.  i.          f  Gaz.  Seft.  io.  i?^V  '"  ' 

'  «•--. 
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The  fame  Hand  is  eminently  confpicuous  in  thofe  ad- 
mirable Papers  upon  the  prefentPlan  of  Peate,  which 
have  late'y  made  their  Appearance  in  the  Gazetteer;  and 
it  is  furprizing  that  the  *  Asttbor,  towhom  they  are  inten- 
ded as  an  Anfwer,  hath  not  yet  thought  fir  to  make  You 
any  Reply.  This  can  proceed  from  but  two  Caufesi'Tha.i 
is,  either  a  Confcioufnefs  of  his  Inability  to  contend  with 
fo  finiflfd  a  Politician;  or  from  an  over- weening  Opi- 
nion that  You  have  faid  nothing  to  the  Purpofe,  con- 
cerning the  material  Points  in  Debate.  Now,  to  do 
Juitice  on  both  Sides,  it  muil  be  confefs'd  that  You 
have  confined  Yourfelf  chiefly  to  the  previous  Qaeftion ; 
name)'/,  that-  the  prefent  Plan  was  the  Child  of your 
Patron's  own  Brain  ;  which  You  have  proved  in  the 
following  Manner;  viz. 

1 .  Though  a  certain  Ambajfador  might  be  recali'd, 
upon  Complaint  made   again  It  Him,    for  blabbing  out 
this  Secret  too  loon  ;   yet  it  is  not  to  be  concluded  from 
hence  that  his  expoling  your   Patron's  Ignorance  had 
any  Share  in  his  Revocation  ;    and    though  it   is  well 
known  (pardon  the  Rxpreflion)  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman himielf  confefs'd  He  was  then  a  Stranger  to  any 

fucb  Negotiation,  yet  That  is  to  be  look'd  upon  only  as  a 
Piece  of  State-Policy  to  conceal  his  Knowledge,  till  the 
proper  Time  ofdivulging  it  mould  come. 

2.  Though   it   would  not  have  been  prudent  in  the 
KING    to   acquaint  his  People  aJJemUed  in  PARLIA- 
MENT, that  He  had  any  Hand  in  the  Negotiations,  or 
fo  much  as  knew  of  them  ;  yet  it   was  absolutely  re- 
quiliteand  expedient  for  You  to  make  the  People  WITH- 
OUT  DOORS  believe  it,  if  poffible  ;  which  You  have 
endeavour'd  to  do- by,  at  lealt,  an  hundred feve ral  A/er- 
tions,  to  that  Purpofe. 

3.  It  ought  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman and  his   Agents  (particularly  the  famous  Equili- 
hrijJ)  didadually  brew  up  the  Differences  between  the 
Allies,  tho'   it  would  not  be  wife  to  aflert  it ;   but  You 

*  O&fen'ations  on  the  prefent  Plan  of  Peace. 
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have  done  That  as  well,  >>v  Way  of  Infinuaiiw  ;  and 
fome  of  \onr  Affociatcs  have  not  bee  :  fo  nk-.  Ey  the 
Way,  Tni;  Teems  to  bean.  A-r..me".t,  which  she  Qir. 
jsrvafsr  ivW'ily  threw  in  our  Way,  by  asking  tie, 

'following  Q.  .•  '"lions. "  X.i'lit  be  pretended  that 

'•  out  'd  tie  Seeds  of  Difll-ntion  between 

"  £v.-tr.md  r;  ;v  ng  of  Sardinia,  in  Relation  to  the 
"  MilnKif'.  v.Y'ich  made  the  latter  grow  cool  in  the 
"  Proiec'.uion  of  the  War,  and  at  lait  withdraw  HitnfeJf, 
"  as  well  as  his  Troops ;  qr  that  They  advifed  the  Queen 
"  ofSpa.'n  ro  make  thole  fccret  Overtures  to  the  Court 
"  of  Pii'twa,  in  Favour  of  her  Son,  which  gave  France  i'b 
"  ia'l  an  Alarm,  and  occafion'd  the  prefent  Accommo- 

"  da  ion  between  that  Court  and  the  Er^cror  ?" — • 

The  Obfervaior  feem'd  to  imagine,  by  his  Manner  of 
asking  tbefe  ^ue ft  ions,  that  You  would  not  have  the 
Confidence  to  anfwer  them  in  the  Affirjnativc ;  but 
there  You  bit  Him,  and  fnapt  one  of  your  belt  Arguments 
oat  of  his  ownMouih. 

4.  As  to  the  Queen  of  Spain's  fetret  Overtures  to  the 
Court  C/~VIENNA,  You  obierve  very  fagely,  that  it  is  a 
Matter  to  be  prove J;  and  your  good  Siller  Qjbarne  (who 
follo'vvs  You  in  every  Thing,  even  to  the  concealing  her 
Name)  tells  us  as  1  -.conically,  that  no  Conchijtcn  can  be 
drawn  from  it. 

But  fuppofing  thit  ^>ur  Patron  was  privy  to  tkcfe 
Negotiations,  by  a  Kind  of  intuitive  Knowledge,  and 
even  coaducled  them  to  their  preient  Crilis,  \^y  fuperna- 
tural  Means,  ablbiutely  in'crutableby  the  moll  penetrat- 
ing Eyes ;  the  m.un  QaefttOfl  itiii  remains,  whether  the 
flan  is  built  on  a  good  Foundation,  .and  for  the  general 
Interefi  of  Europe.  —  No  ;  this  Point, //y  Tcu,  is  given 
up;  it  being  ackno\vlcdgcd,  in  \hfiQbferyati'Q'itst  •'  that, 
'  it  is  a  f.rpat  ijicfi'ng  :o  us,  in  our  pteient  unhappy 
'  Circ::  /  'V//J-  powers  have  been  . 

'  able  to  adjuit  their  D'lF^cncc  ainon^il  Tiiernielve^; 
'  and  that  even  the  Patriots  rejoice  in  3\zprt!'r/i!  Pro- 
'  fpefl  df  Peace:'" — Weil,  and  what  then?  Do;s  -all 

This 
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This  amount  to  any  Thing  more  than  a  candid  De- 
claration that  Peace  is  fo  defirable,  in  our  prc'fcnt  un* 
happy  Circnmftances,  that  even  the  Profpttt  of  it  is  Mat- 
ter of  Joy  to  all  Parties,  however  divided  in  their  O- 
pinions  concerning  the  Admin: Jl  ration  of  Gwermmnt  ? 
Does  it  include  any  Approbation  of  the  Plan  itieif,  or 
the  Terms,  upon  which  it  is  built  ?  On  the  contrary, 
it  fuppo.'es  us  to  be  in  fuch  calamitous  Circumftances, 
that  Peace  is  become  almoil  neceffary,  upon  any  Terms.1 
If  a  Ship  is  ca ft  away,  and  the  Men  mould  happen, 
by  fome  great  good  Providence,  to  fave  their  Live?,  tho' 
with  the  Lofs  of  all  They  have  in  the  World,  They 
may  certainly  be  allow'd  to  rejoice  in  their  preient  De- 
liverance ;  but  is  it  to  be  infer'd  from  hence,  that  the 
Ship  was  skilfully  navigated,  or  "that.  They  think 
Themfclvcs  in  bafpy  Qrcumftamss  ?  Nay,  if  it  can  be 
proved  that  the  Pi/at  run  Them  headlong  upon  a  Rock, 
by  his  R-aJbnefs  and  Obfttnacy,  ought  He  not  to  be  pro- 
fecuted  with  the  ujmoft  Rigour  ?  Or,  if  it  fhould  ap- 
pear that  their  Misfortune  was  owing  to  his  Ignorance 
and  Want  of  Ski/I,  would  any  wife  Captain  trutt  Him 

with  the  Care  of  a  Ship  again  ? But  to  proceed. 

The  Auibir  cftJ:e  Q$  formations  is  fo  far  from  approv*- 
inc;  the  Preliminaries,  as  they  have  been  hitherto  pub- 
lifli'd,  that  He  hath  made  feverai  material  Objections 
to  them  ;  particularly  with  Regard  to  the  Ceffion  of 
LOR  A  IN,  which  You  were  pleafed  to  call  a  trifling  and 
in  consider  able  Acquifitian  to  France ;  but,"  in  Anfwer  to 
This,  He  hath  ihewn  it  to  be  one  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant Acceffions,  bo'h  in  Point  of  Riches  and  Power, 
that  the  Ciown  of  France  ever  did,  or  could  ever,  ofe- 
taih  >  "  that  it  will  produce,  at  kail,  above  HALF  A 
MILLION  a  Year,  andiupport  T  HIRTY  THOUSAND 
MEN;  that  it  may  be  eafiiy  made  an  impenetrable 
Barrier  to  France,  on  that  Side ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time,  be  a  KEY  in  her  Hands,  to  open  or  fhut  the 
Door  into  Germany,  as  Occafion  requires. 

He 
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He  hath  likewife  objefled,  with  very  great  Appear- 
ance of  Reafon,  that  giving  Don  Carhs  the  State  del 
Prejidii,  or  the  Ports  on  the  Coafts  of  Tvfcavy,  feetns  to 
have  a  very  bad  Afpedl  ;  for  as  thefe  Ports  lie  at  a 
great  Diflance  from  his  new-allotted  Dominions  of  Na- 
ples and  Sitiiy,  it  is  hard  to  gueis  with  what  View 
This  could  be  done,  "  unlefs  France  deftgn'd  them  as  a 
.•*  Kfft-Egg  for  future  Contention.',  by  giving  the  Spa- 
«'  niards  an  Jnlet  at  any  Time  into  Lombard?,  or  a* 
«'  Dragon's  Teeth,  which  rrrey  hereafter  rile  up  in 
•<  arrnd  Men.  HmQHrtjfc1 

But  whatever  the  P/<w,  or  the  Treaty,  may  be  ;  it 
is  demonilrably  our  Intereft,  as  the  fame  Autbvr  ob- 
ferves,  not  to  take  the  Burthen  of 'guarantying  it  upon 
Ourfelves  j  and  as  We  are  providentially  extricated  out 
of  all  our  late  Engagements,  which  brought  us  into  fuch 
imminent  Danger,  We  may  rely  upon  his  Majefty's 
Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  that  He  will  not  involve  Us  in 
any  more,  without  the  utmoft  Neceffity.  The  Pntef- 
tatit  SuccfJJioti  in  his  Maielty's  Family  is  now  fo  firmly 
eitabliih'd,  that  He  doss  not  Hand  in  Need  of  any  re- 
ciprocal Guaranties  to  fecure  it ;  and  tfnce  the  untetid- 
ing  Powers  have  thought  fit  to  leave  us  out  of  the  Nego- 
tiation of  Peace,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  think  that  it  is  not 
only  very  extraordinary  in  Them  to  expeft  that  We 
{hould  take  the  moft  ha7ardous  Part  of  the  Treaty  up- 
on Ourfelves ;  but  that  it  would  be  even  derogatory 
to  his  Majefty's  Honour,  to  fuppofe  that  He  will  «n- 
d-ertake  it. 

Now,  inficad  of  giving  any  diftinft  Anfwer  to  theft 
Points,  in  your  late  Reply  to  the  Obj'erz'aiims,  You 
endeavour  to  amufe  the  Reader  with  a  tedious  Repe- 
tition of  the  lame  general  Arguments  on  the  Advan- 
tages of  Peace,  and  infolent  Triumphs  on  the  *  "  pre- 
"  t'ent  State  of  Affairs  ;  which  is  ib  profperous,  (  a; 
"  you  tcHus,  inyeur  loft  Paper  )  that  neither  the  Ma- 

»  Caz.  Fib.  27. 

T/aac      lice 
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"  Malice  of  our  Enemies  can  point  out  what  We  want, 
"  nor  the  Kindnels  of  our  Friends  devife  what  to  wi(h, 
"  for  the  Perfection  of  our  Happinefs,  except  our  own 
"  ^mutual  Agreement. 

1  This  is   a  glorious  State  of  Thing?,    indeed,  and 
enough  to  excite  the  higheft  Tranfports  of  Joy,    bet 
the  Misfortune  is,    that  You  are  always  apt  to  reckon 
your  Chickens  before  they  are  hatched.     It  is  true  that 
a   Coincidence  of  lucky    Circumftances  hath  brought 
forth  an  Egg  of  Negotiation  ;  and  if  trufty  H — ce  had 
the  brooding  over  it,  there  is  no  Doubt  it   would  pro- 
duce fomething  very  extraordinary  ;   but  God  knows 
whether  our  good   Friend  the  Cardinal,  or  old  Prince 
Eugene  have  Warmth  enough  left  to  bring  it  to  Matu- 
rity.    For  this  Reaibn,    methinks,    You  might   have 
derer'd  your  Exultations,  at  leaft,    till  the"  Treaty  was 
produced,  and  You  could  point  out  the  particular  Ar~ 
•  ticks,    in  which  the  Perfection  of  our  Happinefs     is 
placed  ;    but,  as  I  laid  before,  the  Itch  of  crowing  over 
your  Adyerfaries  was  always  fo  ilrong  upon  You,  that 
You  never  could  have  Patience   to  wait  till   the   pro- 
per Time.     Not  only  every  Treaty    but  every  Plan, 
or  J)raug-bt  of  a  Treaty,  that  hath  been  projected  fines 
You  commenced  a  pu'blick  Writer,  (  and  they  are  not 
very  few  in  Number  )    hath  been  the  Subject  of  your 
panegyrical  Pen.   I  need  only  put  You  in  Mind  of  your 
hyperbolical  Encomiums  on  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  the 
P>  ovijivnal  Treaty,  the  Treaty  of  Seville,    and  the  ever- 
memorable  Treaty  of  Vienna,    in   the  Year  1731,  up- 
on which  You  founded  the  natural  Probability  of  a  lajl- 
ing  Peace,  though  it  evidently  laid  the  Foundation  of 
9. -fpeedy  War .     After  ail  thefe  Examples  of  your  Pro- 
pcniity  to  cry  up  any  Treaty,   that  will  only  ierve  an 
aiimverfgry    Purpcfe,     You  cannot   expect    that   We 
.fhouki  give  much  Credit  to  any  of  your  Affertiohs, 
upon   tbej'e   Heads  ;    and,    indeed,'  You  leem  to   be 
ib  conscious  of  it  Yourfelfj  that  You  endeavour  to  dit 
guife  your  Eulogium  on  the  prefettt  Treaty,    by  fup- 
YOL/  XIV.  C  c  preffing 
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preffing  your  Name,  leil  fome  untoward  Erent  fhould 
oblige  You  to  recant  it,  according  to  Cuftom.  I  Joofc- 
upon  This  as  an  extraordinary  Initance  of  your  Modeftyi 
but  hope  it  will  not  grow  fo  much  upon  You,  as  to 
deprive  us  of  fome  farther  Remarks  upon  this  tritical 
Conjunfture. 

To  tell  you  the  Truth,  Mr.  Wa/ftngham,  I  have  fe- 
veral  Things  to  fay  upon  this  Subjeft,  befides  what 
have  been  already  obferved  ;  but  I  don't  know  how  to 
bring  them  out  to  Advantage,  without  having  a  Butt  to 
fhoot  at  ;  and  as  You  have  often  ferved  Me  in  that  Ca- 
pacity, I  fhould  take  it  as  a  particular  Favour,  if  You 
would  be  fo  good  as  to  do  it,  upon  the  prefent  Occafifn. 
I  long  to  mount  the  Stage  with  You  once  more  ;  and, 
in  Return  for  fuch  an  Obligation,  will  allow  You  to  di- 
vert the  Spectators  with  as  much  of  Captain  Vinegar's 
Mtb-P/ay  as  You  pleafe  ;  for  Thefe  are  the  Weapons,  at 
which  You  fo  juflly  boaft,  in  your  laft  Paper,  of  hav- 
ing overmatched  Us,  and  therefore  You  can  have  no 
Reafon  to  decline  the  Combat. 

I  mall  impatiently  wait  for  your  Anfsver,  and  am  in 
the  mean  Time,  wortfy  Sir, 

G  R  A  v's-Is  N,  Tour  mafl  obedient, 

March  i,  17356. 

b*mbh  Svrvant, 

A  tir 

0.  !  CAL.  D'ANVERS. 

; 


SO 

<-£dc 

SATURDAY 

. 
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_ _____ 

To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efqi 

>      ji> 

SIP, 

HE  prefent  Age  hath  been  fo  fruitful 
of  new  Difcoveries,  that  ic  may  be  pro- 
perly cali'd  the  Age  of  Invention  ;  and  if 
Po/idore  Vergil  were  now  alive,  He 
might  eafily  find  Materials  to  write  an- 
other Book  de  Reruni  Invert  cribur>. 
Whether  this  proceeds  from  Neccffity,  which  is  pro- 
verbiiilly  efteem'd  the  Mother  of  Invention,  or  from 
fome  particular  Luxuriancy  of  Genius  in  the  prefent 
Generation,  I  fhall  leave  Tou  and  the  tniniflerial  Writers 
to  fettle  between  You  ;  but  the  Fact  is  fo  clear,  and 
might  be  evinced  by  inch  a  Multitude  of  Inftance?, 
that  I  believe  nobody  will  prefume  to  diipute  it.  We 
have  not  only  made  prodigious  Improvements  in  all 
Kinds  cf  Mefhunicks  and  experimental  P-bilofopby,  but 
in  the  Arts  of  Government.  In  this  Light,  1  look  upon 
all  Schemes  for  paying  off  our  Debts,  without  Mwfy, 
and  impofing  new  'Taxes,  without  any  additic nal  Bur- 
then upon  the  People,  oil  which  We  have  had  fcveral 
Specimens,  within  a  f<w  Years  part.  But  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary Dijcoveriet,  which  even  this  dge  hath  pro- 
duced, are  Mr.  Fog's  late  Projecl:  for  converting  our 
prefent  ft anding  Jlrmy  into  a  waxen  one ;  and  a  Machine, 
which  a  certain  Operator  from  fome  Place  in  KENT,  or 
ARUNDEL  in  Suffix,  hath  exhibited  in  Weftminjler, 
for  letting  freftj  Air  into  publick  AJfemblies.  The  for- 
mer offbefe  is  already  fo  effeftually  exploded,  by  the 
C  c  2  moil 
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moil  competent  Judges  of  fuch  Matters,  that  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  fhew  5 is  Defe£b.  But  the  latter  hath  met 
with  fo  much  Encouragement,  that  I  muft  beg  Leave 
to  trouble  You  \vith  a. few  Remarks  upon  it,  before 
ahe  Proprietor  obtains  an  exchifive  Patent,  which  I  am 
told  He  is  now  Ibliciring,  and  to  propofe  another  of  fry 
own  Invention,  which  I  humbly  apprehend  will  anftver 
the  Defign  much  better. 

Jn  the  firil  Phce,  it  i;  demon  ft  ruble  that  the  Ma- 
chine, erected  at  Wcfiminfter,  will  be  attended  with 
fatal  Con!equence.-  to  the  Heal.h  snd  Lives  cf  his  Ma- 
jefty's  bell  Sut  jccl.; ;  for  as  the  Air  i?  convey'd  through 
certain  Tubes  at  the  Top  of  the  Houfe,  and  descends 
perpendicularly  in  a  fudden  Blair,  it  is  evident  that 
Thole,  who  happen  to  lit  dircftly  under  the  / 
rnuft  be  in  great  Danger  of  catching  Cold  ;  and  1  :-i:n 
ir.formM  that  ffreral  Gentlemen  have  already  corn- 
i;l,!in'd  cf  getiing  the  Gout,  and  other  Diftempen,  by 
i'uch  Gofts  cf'raw  Air  being  let  in  upon  Them  ,* 
particularly  two  Perjws  of  great  Bulk  and  Emi- 
tifKce,  though  of  different  Principles,  whofe  Abknce- 
v;as  obfervtd  to  give  no  fmall  Interruption  to  pub- 
lick  Bufinefs. 

Befides,  it  hath  been  found,  by  Expeiience,  that  rhe 
Benefit  propofed  by  this  Invention  is  almoft  momen- 
tary ;  and  that  the  pure  dEther,  which  is  let  in,  im- 
mediately ftagnates,  by  mixing  with  the  corrupted  Ef- 
Jluvia,  that  it  meets  there. 

Now,  in  order  to  reftify  fo  capital  an  Overfight,  T 
have  invented  an  Engine,  by  which  all  the/sw/,  putriffd' 
Air  may  be  exhauited,  before  any  frejh  is  admitted, 
and  thereby  render  fo  noble  a  Defign  really  ufeful  and 
cffeftual ;  for,  by  the  Help  of  This,  Gentlemen  will 
not  only  have  the  Advantage  of  breathing  in  Frcfco,  as 
often  as  They  pleafe,  but  when  any  Perfons  begin  to 
grow  vociferous  and  troublefome  in  Company,  there 
will  be  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  draw  out  all  the. 
dir,  which  common  Experiments  fhew  us  to  be  the 

only 
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only   Vehicle  of  Sound,    and   They  will  immediately 
become  filent.  ;,    j^S      ?.&s\yQ.    eji  warf 

What  an  excellent  Ufe  might  be  made  of  This  at 
Gaming-Talles,  and  Tea-Table},  by  putting  a  Stop  to 
whole  Vollies  of  blafphemous  Oaths  at  one,  and  as  much 
fcandalous  Tittlc-Tattle  at  the  other  ? 

But  what  I  chiefly  propofe  by  it  is,  to  defeat  all 
thofe  /editions  Harangues  and  Inve&ives,  which  are 
grown  fo  frequent  in  publick  AJfcmblies,  to  the  Delay  of 
nece/arj  Bujinefs,  and  the  very  great  Annoyance  of  iome 
eminent  Perfonages.  Whenever  therefore  a  Debate  up- 
on any  Point  happens  to  grow  fo  warm,  that  the  full 
Diffiijffian  of  it  may  be  attended  with  mifchievoua  Con- 
fequenccs,  1  propofe  that  the  Mafter  of  the  Hcufe,  \vho 
is  to  have  the  Management  and  Direction  of  this  En- 
gine, Ihould  order  his  Servants  to  pump  ay  ay,  and 
leave  the  Company  flaring  at  one  another,  without 
being  able  to  hear  a  Word  that  is  laid.  This  will  be 
much  more  genteel,  and  agreeable  to  the  Tafte  of  the 
prefent  Times,  than  making  Ufe  of  Violence,  and  kick- 
ing Them  directly  out  of  Doors,  as  was  pradlifed 
by  Oliver  Cromwel,  and  fome  of  our  old  buff'- 
bluj}  Kings. 

i  have  likewife  contrived  my  Engine  in  fuch  a  Man- 
i.er,  that  whenever  it  fliall  be  judged  expedient1,  for 
Fortfi's  Sake,  to  debate  a  Point,  the  Engine-Player  will 
have  it  in  his  Tciver  to  turn  it  which  Way  He  pleafes. 
Tor  Jnitance,  by  applying  one  oftui  Pipes  to  a  Patriots 
Moiiilii,  \vhen  He  begins  to  expatiate  upcn  any  difagree- 
ai:h  $.uijfci,  He  nay  draw  all  his  V/ords  out  of  it, 
f.nd  expole  Him  to-  the  Contempt  of  the  znbolt;  Afim- 
i.'e,  initead  of  exciurg  their  Attention,  or  gaining  their 
Concurreuce  ;  fu-  •:  will,  certainly  jr.uke  a  ridiculous 
Figure  enough,  to  i^:e  a  modern  p\i:rict,  big  with  Ar- 
gumentation again tl  Taxes,  E:<f':us,  srd  Jiatur.zg  Ar- 
'fa.  flop:  ihor1:  in  the  mid  it  o.rltts  Speedy  gaping  for 
eath,  li/.e  a  Gu  in.  an  si:r-Puwp,  tiui  ir.uUi.-;ing  liis 
«-  withcui  bdng  &ble  to  Deduce  ar.y  gr:ico!atft 
L  c  3  bound.- 
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Sound. At  the  fame  Time,  by  clapping  another 

Pipe  of  my  Engine  to  the  Pofteriors  of  fome  bone/}  Gour~ 
tier,  (  »vho  may  happen  to  be  barren  of  Words,  though 
full  of  Zeal )  He  mail  be  fwell'd  up,  all  on  a  fudden, 
with  uch  a  Quantity  of  tiizfineft  Air,  that  it  will  in- 
fcar.tiy  force  its  Way  through  his  Mouth,  in  a  Torrent 
of  Eloquence,  and  difcharge  itlelf  with  wonderful  Ef- 
feft  on  the  Ears  of  the  Audience. 

This  will  be  of  great  Ufe  to  young  Gentlemen  of  For- 
tune, who  may  hereafter  be  charged  with  the  honour- 
able Office  of  moving  for  and  feconding  Addrejjes,  or 
any  other  perfunftrry  Bafinefi,  of  the  fame  Nature ; 
for,  by  thefe  Means,  They  will  make  a  much  better 
Appearance,  than  by  reading  a  Speech  out  of  their 
Hats,  in  an  awkard  blundering  Manner,  or  being 
prompted  by  a  Man  at  their  Elbow,  in  the  Face  of  the 
whole  Aflembly. 

I  mud  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  confers  that  the  firft  Try- 
al  of  my  Invention  was  attended  with  a  very  unlucky 
Accident.  You  muft  know,  Mr.  jyAnvers,  tha.t  I 
am  by  Birth  a  Hercfardjhire  Man,  and  was  defired  fo 
make  the  Experiment  upon  a  great,  loobity  Baronet  of 
my  own  Country,  who  had  a  ftrahge  Affectation  of 
prating  in  Publick,  though  He  had  but  juft  begun  to 
learn  his  A.  B.  C.  He  had  the  Misfortune,  at  that 
Time,  to  have  a  certain  laxative  Difttmper  upon  Him, 
to  which  He  is  much  fubjeft,  and  having  fiH'd  my 
Eng'ne  with  a  huge  Quantity  of  Air,  in  Proportion  to 
the  Qbjett  I  was' to  work  upon,  it  forced  a~ll  his  Ex- 
crements upwards,  and  He  hath  been  ever  iince  very 
fotil-motittfd.  This  is  the  greater  Misfortune  both  to 
Him  and  Me,  becauie  He  cannot  write,  fo  as  to  be  in- 
telligible ;  and  the  fame  Filth  hath  likevvife  found  a 
Way  thro'  his  Finger's  End:. 

This,  I  fayj  was  a  fad  Mifchance,  and  difcouraged 
Me  fo  much  at  firft,  that  I  was  almoit  tempted  to  lay 
my  Projeft  intirely  afide ;  but  being  advifed  by  an 
Ptrjon,  who  ftiall  be  namelcfs,  to  make  an- 
other 
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other  Experiment  of  it  upon  a  noble  Lord,  his  Friend, 
it  iucceeded  fo  well,  that  He  hath  proved  one  of  th« 
bright  eft  Orators  of  the  Aget  and  obliged  the,  World 
with  diverfe  excellent  Pieces  of  Eloquence,  which 
were  intirely  owing  to  the  Sub-infpiiudon  of  my  $neu- 
matifk  Engine. 

I  have  fince  made  feveral  other  Tryals,  with  the 
like  Succefs,  upon  Perfons  of  different  Ranks,  Charac- 
ters, and  Profeffions,  who  may  hereafter  oblige 
Me  with  a  particular  Atteftation  under  their  own 
Hands. 

In  fhort,  Sir,  I  will  venture  to  aflert  that  tbis  En- 
gine, which  may  be  apply'd  to  feveral  other  Ules, 
both  in  Courts  and  private  Families,  is  the  moft  curi- 
ous Piece  of  Mechanifm,  that  ever  was  invented  ;  and 
when  its  Exellencies  come  to  be  known,  no  Gentle- 
man of  Fortune,  who  conliders  his  dome/tick  Peace, 
or  the  Good  of  the  Publick,  will  be  without  one  of 
them  in  his  Houfe. 

i  iliftm  fenfible,   Mr.  I?  Anven,    that  fucb  an  Inven- 
twK  is  not  altogether  agreeable  to  your  Scheme?,    and 
therefore,  perhaps,    this  Application   may   be  thought 
umeafonable  ;    but  as  You  have  often  profefc'd   your 
Impartiality,  and  publifti'd  feveral  Pieces  againft  Your- 
felf,  I  am  not  without  Hopes  of  obtaining  the  fame  Fa- 
vour, which  mail  be  forever  acknowledged  by, 
^m  b'tfrt  -fs^tfsrl    bru>  ej'r- 
oi  nou^i-  „.  „         _      ,      1 

-v,3.  u.  *our  conftant  Reader, 

*^abv  A.  *»d  bumble  Servant  unknown.      T.  T. 

. 

^-ni  xl  01  KB  ol  ,^Vnw  lonns'j  oH 
s  bnud'  aliwa^il  rijfid  <5i\Vi\  'bwA 

• 

bogei^f  L  SAT  U  R  D  A  Y 

A(B[  OJ    LaiqrrvjJ  H€>mlir'8£w  I  lerfj  ,mn  IB  >i^  y 

isd  lud    4  abfls   \.- 
-npsifim  oi  ^sbeasuadiU^ 
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H  O  U  G  H  I  never  had  any  great  Opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Walfingbani's  Abilities, 
either  as  a  Writer  or  a  Politician,  yet  I 
muft  confefs  myielf  a  little  furprized  at 
his  Paper  of  Friday  the  I2th  Jnft.  in 
Anfwer  to  mine  of  "the  Saturday  before  ; 
having,  in  this  Paper,  fo  far  tinder-dine  all  his  vfual  . 
Under  -Doings,  that  He  hath  proved  Himfelf,  as  Mr,,  . 
Tog  obferves,  to  be  more  an  old  Woman  than  even  Mo- 
ther  Qtborne  herfelf;  for  inftead  of  entering  into  the 
Merits  of  a  Tr  an/alt  ion,  which  He  had  extolled  as  the 
Maftefpiece  of  human  Policy,  and  afcrib'd  intirelv  to 
the  WISDOM  ,«:</  INTEGRITY  of  his  PATRON,  which 
(en  never  enough  be  ADORED,  He  contents  H'unlelf' 
v/ith  repeating  his  former  Aflertions  and  Cavils  at  an 
Expreflion  or  two  in  the  Objervaiions.  An  for  Inftance, 

Ke  positively  denies  that  any  Ainbajfador  hath  been 
rectfiTa,  at  the  Inftigation  of  his  Patron,  for  divulging 
the  Secret  of  an  Accommodation  between  Francf  and 
tlie  Emperor,  before  He  knew  any  Thing  cf  the  Mat- 
ter. Now  luppcfing  the  Fcft  to  be  as  .Mr.  Wa^.n^' 
bam  aflerts,  taut  no  Anb  ajfador  bath  tc.cn  actually  re- 
cal!M,  u'fion  ikat  Aicsur.t,  \vil!  He  picrcnd  to  lay  that 
no  Step  were  taken  to  fuel;  a  Purpofe,  hy  Complaints 
fro.Ti  hence  ;  or  that  ns  AiKlaffador  hrtii  ixen  inaucai 
by  the  U/^f,  v.'hich  Tie  rtcd'/cl  uron  'Jifit  Atcounr, 
to  (itfiretvle  recrJ;\!  Uimfdf?  And  if  He  fl:-ould  not 
happen  to  be  refjtt'd  at  hit,  hew  vail  That  i.ivaii'.luie 
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the  material  Part  of  the  Obfervator's  modeft  Account, 
(for  it  was  no  more)  that  there  was  fucb  a  Report  in, 
T'fiwn  ?  As  to  pointing  out  th&  'Ambaffador,  I  mould  ba 
juftly  efteem'd  as  much  a  Child,  or  sn  old  Woman,  as 
Mr.  Waljnigbam  himfelf,  fho^ld.  I  beguil-ry  of  fuch 
an  Indifcretion  ;  nor  is  there,  indeed,  any  Occafion  for 
it }  fince  it  is  very  well  known  here  (if  I  may  venture 
to  life  that  Expreiiion  once  more)  wiao  is  the  Pt.rjo»} 
meant. 

Again.  He  denies  that  the  honourable^  Gentleman 
ever  confefs'd  Himfelf  a  Stranger  to  fucb  a  Negotiation ; 
(which  I  ailcrted,  after  the  Qbkrvattjr^  to  be-wv// 
known  ;)  and  then  examines  Me  in  the  following 
Manner.  — —  "  V/b.rc  is  it  known  ?•  Who  knows  it  ? 
"  H-jv)  came  They  to  know  it?" —  To  which  fhrevvd 
f^iiellions  I  reply,  in  the  fame  interrogatory  Slyle  ;  how 
are  We  fuppofed  to  know  air.-  Thing,  but  by  Informa- 
tion, or  general  Retort,  back'd  wkh  fuch  Circumltance* 
as  induce  our  Belief  of  the  Truth  of  it,  and  conititute  . 
what  We  cdlJ&tftvJf&e  ?  What  other  Evidence  had. 
We  that  there  was  any  Accommodation  at  all  between 
the  Emperor  and  France,  before  h  is  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  declare  it  from  the  Throne  ?  And  yet  it  may  be  fa  id, 
in  the  uiual  Manner  of  fpeaking,  that  it  was  as  well' 
knozuH  before,  3s  fmce.  But,  according  to  Mr.  Walfing- 
A-?v;'i-  acute  Way  of  Reafoning,  I  might  have  ask'd  ^py 
Body,  who  aflerted  fuch  a  Thing,  where  is  it  known  ? 
wbo  knows  it  ?  How  came  They  to  know  it  ?  And  when 
He  is  pkafed  to  inform  Me  how  fucb  Queflitns  could 
have  been  anfwer'd,  by  a  private  Man,  who  is  not 
arm'd  with  any  authoritative  Proof,  I  will  promife  to 
give  Him  an  Anfwer  to  his  own. 

As  to  the  Importance  of  Lora'm,  in  the  feveral  Ar- 
ticles mentioned  by  the  Obfervator,  and  recapitulated 
by  Me  ;  the  well  grounded  Apprehenfion  of  fome  bad 
D^fign  in  giving  Don  Carlos  the  Stato  del  Prefidii,  or 
the  'Ports  i/u  the  Coafls  of  Tufcany  ;  and  the  Unreaibn- 
ablenefs  of  the  Parties  on  both  Sides,  in  expedling  that 

We 
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We  fhould  GUARANTY  their  Treaty,  whatever  it  may 
be;  as  to  all  tbefe  Points,  which  are  certainly  the  molt 
material,  Mr.  Walfingkam  is  abiblntcly  taciturn,  and 
botches  up  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Paper  with  a  filly 
Juftincation  of  his  former  filly  AfTertion,  tbat  Mojt/ieur 
RAPIN  is  the  DULLEST  OF  CULL  WRITERS;  to 
which  I  fhali  only  make  this  farther  Reply,  that  I 
heartily  wifh,  for  both  cur  Sakes,  that  it  were  really 
true. 

It  would  therefore  be  trifling  with  the  Public!?,  as 
well  as  throwing  away  my  own  Time,  to  carry  on  a 
fcrious  Difpute  \\\\\ijucb  a  jbuffiir.g,  little  Wretch,  who 
isconflantjy  founding  the  Trumpet  of  Vtfyance,vcA  yet 
always  skulking  in  the  Trenches,  when  'his  afdoatfoA 
appears. 

However,  that  the  Publick  may  not  be  difappointcd 
hi  their  juft  Expectations  of  fome  farther  Light  into  the 
frefent  State  of  dffairs,  from  a  much  abler  Hand  than 
iny  own,  I  will  prefent  Them  with  the  following  Let- 
ter, which  1  lately  received  from  one  of  my  Correipon- 
dents.  D. 


To    CALEB    D'ANV 


ERS,    % 


SIR 

'  ;,n  \(I  »» 

HAVING  read  the  Obfervatims  on  tie  PRE- 
SENT  PLAN  OF  PEACE,  cccafiorfd  ty  ion  Pa- 
pers pubtijfrd  in  /£<?  GAZETTEER,  it  was  natural  to 
have  expefted  an  Anfvver  of  fome  Authority  to  fo  tjfen- 
tial  a  Point ;  but  as  yet  nothing  of  that  Kind  hath  ap- 
pear'd,  befides  fome  loole  and  incoherent  Nibblings  at 
it,  in  * four  .of 'the fame  Papers.  A  few  Remarks  there- 
fore upon  what  They  have  faid  will  be  fufficient,  and 
naturally  lead  us  into  this  important  Subjeft,  which  hath 

*  Gaz.  Feb.  6,  7.  13  and  14. 

not 
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not  yet  been  fo  fully  difcufs'd  as  a  Point  of  fuch  great 
Conicquence  to  the  Interefts  of  all  Europe,  in  the  pro- 
jetted.  Alteration  of  the  Ballance  of  Power,  feems  to  re- 
quire. 

The  only  Defign  of  tbofe  Papers  is  to  give  the  Glory 
of  our  prefent  Profpeft  of  Peace  to  the  great  Weight,  In- 
fluence, Credit  and  Dexterity  of  our  inoft  excellent  Mi- 
nifters,   who  have  not  as  yet   perfonally  taken  it  upon 
Themfelves  in  any  Place,  where  They  might  have  re- 
•ceived  an  Anfwer ;  but,  inftead  of  That,  have  fuffer'd 
Aflertions  direflly  oppofite  to  pafs  uncontradided  by 
Them.   All  the  Credit  therefore,  which  is  to  be  given  to 
tbofe  Papers,   depends  upon  the  Knowledge,  that  hath 
been  communicated  to  the  Authors  ;  but  They  are  fo 
far  from  owning  any  Thing  of  this  Nature,  that  They 
fometimes,  for  Fear  of  Confequence?,  abiblutely  deny 
any  fiu h   Inter co'urfe ;  and  there  could  not  furely  be  a 
.more  judicious  Proof  of  it  than  in  the  following  Paffage, 
rzz.  "  f  It  is  highly  probable  therefore  that  the  Infiu- 
*•  eKce  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  RefpeS 
"  due  to  this  Nation  (to  ufe  the  Words  of  his  Majeft^s 
««  Speech)  had  fome Share  in  this  profperous  Event ;  but 
*•  whatever  Share  our   Court  had  in  it,  it  wasperfeftly 
'    wile  that  the  Kijig  mould  fay  no  more,  with  Refpefl 
'    to   Spain  and  France,   in  the  prefent  Conjuncture  ; 
'    though  publick  Writers,  without  Authority,  may  jull- 
'    ly  infill  upon  the  Weight  of  the  Britifo  Nation,  and 
"  the  Importance  of  Britijb  Councils.'"  —  It  muft  Jbe 
obferved,  for  the  Honour  of  bis  Maji'fty,   that  He  lays 
no  iuch  Thing,  in  his  Speech,   as  is  here  a ffer ted.     His 
Words  are  of  a  very  different  Nature;   for  Ke    fays, 
*'  IF  the  Influence  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  and 
*'  the  Refpeft  due  to  tins  Nation  have  had  any  Share  in 
«'  cvmpojing  ihf  prefent  Troubles  in  Europe,  or  preventing 
"  new  ones,  I  am  perfuaded  You  will  be  of  Opinion  that 
•«  it  will  be  necefFary   to  continue  fome  extraordinary 

t  Gaz.  F(l>.  7. 
loa  «  Ex- 
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««  Expence,   &c." The  Wiidom    of  faying    fo 

little,  with  Refpedl  both  to  France  and  Spain,  is  very  ob- 
vious ;  efpecially  as  it  is  qualify'd  with  thofe  Word?, 
or  preventing  new  ones ;  for  They  may,  perhaps,  allow 
us  to  claim  fome  Merit  in  the  preventing  Hoftilities  be- 
tween Spain  and  Portugal ;  (if  there  really  was  a  jult 
Apprehenfion  of  any,  when  our  fleet  fail'd  thither)  and 
the  Continuation,  that  is  defired,  of  feme  extraordinary 
Expence,  feems  particularly  to  point  out  that  it  was 
wholly  upon  this  Account  ;  for  our  only  extraordinary 
Expence,  as  fome  call  it,  of  this  Tear,  are  the  Subfidies 
granted  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  upon  ^certain  Account, 
our  Fleet  at  Lisbon,  and  the  three  Regiment}  at  Gibral- 
tar. The  only  Reafon  given  for  the  lafl  was,  that  it 
was  evidently  neceflary  to  keep  up  tbofe  Regiments  at 
Gibraltar,  fince  We  continued  our  Fleet  at  Lisbon. 
His  Majefty's  Words  therefore  can  be  underftoou  only 
as  relative  to  this  Tranfaftion,  if  they  are  defign'd  to 
mean  any  Thing  pojitive,  in  this  Cafe. 

If  his  Majfftfs  Mediation  was  really  received  in  fb 
kind  a  Manner  z&tbefe  Writers  affert  ;  if  his  Plan  of 
Accommodation  was  fo  highly  approved,  and  fojullly 
calculated,  that  even  now  there  is  no  effential  Variation 
from  it ;  nay,  if  it  was  brought  to  an  happy  Conclufion 
by  a  mutual  Intercourfe  and  Communication  of  Coun' 
felswith  Him  ;  if  This,  I  fay,  was  the  Cafe,  who  can 
conceive  that  bis  Majejiy  might  not  have  rejoiced  with 
his  People,  on  the  Succefs  of  the  Weight  and  Influence 
of  the  Britijb  Nation,  in  more  explicit  and  direft 
Terms  ?  for  furely  neither  France  nor  Spain  could  have 
envy'd  this  Nation  the  Pleafure  of  being  told  by  their 
King,  that  They  were  at  length  reccrr.penfed  for  the 
great  Expence,  to  which  They  have  been  put,  for  many 
Years  paft,  in  reftorirg  Peace  to  Europe,  and  fetiling 
the  Ballance  of  Power,  upon  a  more  certain  Founda- 
tion for  the  future.  But  if  the  P.everfe  of  This  is  the 
true  State  of  the  Caie,  nothing  cculd  be  more  perfectly 
wife,  with  Regard  to  tbej'e  tea  great  P-otoers,  than  that 

cauti- 
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cautious  Form  of  Words,  in  which  bis  Majefty  wa^ 
advi'ed  to  deliver  Himfelf ;  nor  can  any  Credit  be  given 
to  futb  publick  Writers,  without  Authority  ;  Experience 
having  conilantly  fhewn  that  their  Writings  are-to  icrve 
but  a  few  Months  before  they  are  difcvow'd.  The  De- 
licacy of  their  Patron's  prefent- Situation  fhews  plainly 
enough  why  He  lays  ib  little,  and  his  Advocates  fo 
much  ;  for  let  it  be  iuppoied  that  He  knew  and  eondutt- 
ed  the  whole  Negotiation  ;  is  there  no  Realbn  to  appre- 
hend that  it  may  prove  one  of  the  moft  fatal  of  all  our 
late  Treaties?  But  if  the  contrary  is  to  be  fuppofcd, 
that  He  was  intirefy  a  Stranger  to  it ;  is  there  no  Dan- 
ger that  the  whole  is  not  communicated  to  Him,  or  un- 
deritood  by  Him  ?  Some  Obiervations  of  this  Nature 
will  occur  from  the  Examination  of  the  preliminary  Ar- 
ticles themfelves. 

One  of  the  *  Gazetteer!,  which  You  afcribe  to  Mr. 
Walfingbam,  hath  puzzled  Me  a  good  deal,  in  endea- 
vouring to  find  out  the  Authors  Meaning.  It  is  in  An-- 
JWer  to  that  Part  of  the  Obfervations,  where  it  is  faid 
'•'  that  it  appears,  from  the  Lift  itfelf,  (freaking  of  the 
"  Frerch  Acqinfitions)  that  fomeof  them  were  only  Re- 
"  fts.uticns  of  Places  taken  from  Them  in  War,  or  gran-' 
"  ted  to  Them  by  .Treaty,  in  Exchange  for  others? — To 
which  this  moil  enlightening  Anfwer  is  given,  (is  if 
there  had  been  'but  one  Treaty  mention'd  in  his  Parer  of 
Jan.  the  is'-t))  "i'iz. 

"  I.  f  That  bv  the  jd  Article  of  tlu-  Treat"  o1 
"  At:--:  In  Cbapelle,  which  lay  before  thii  Gentleman, 
"  whilft  He  was  thus  mifreprefenting  it,  the  moft  chri- 
"  ftian  King  was  to  keep  and  enjoy  all  thofe  Places, 
•*,•  which  his  Arms  had  taken,  or  'fortiffd,  ir.  the  Liji 
•'  Campaign. 

«•«<*•  2.   The   Frentb  King  was  only  obliged   to  with- 
««.. draw  his  Troops  out  of  the  Franche  Contc,   and  to 
"  reftore  ftich  Plates  as  He  had  feized  in  the  War.  and 
.  XIV.  D  d  as 

feb. "1. "~  t  Ib. 


The  CRAFT  s  MAN.     N°  507. 

"  as  in  this  Treaty  had  not  been  fpecifically  yielded  to 
«  Him. 

I  believe  every  common  Reader,  as  well  as  Myfelf, 
would  think  This  was  proving  that  the  French  King 
was  to  reftore  fucb  Places  as  were  not  fpecifically  yielded 
to  Him  by  this  Treaty ;  but  This  is  call'd  infamoufy 
mifreprefenting  tbofe  choice  Papers  of  the  i5th  and  i6th 
of  January,  becaule  this  Paper  fays  it  was  exprefly  to 
be  feen  in  the  former  of  tbofe  Papers,  fpeaking  of  the 
vaft  Acquifitions  of  France,  "  that  afterwards,  by  the 
"  Treaty  of  RYSWIC,  much  was  reftored  of  what  had 
"  been  taken  by  the  French  in  Flanders,  and  in  Ger- 
*'  many  ;  and  that  the  Weight  of  our  great  Deliverer, 
*f  the  immortal  King&'fZftrftt  the  3^,  compell'd  France, 
f(  for  the  firft  Time,  to  reftore  the  Places,  which  She 
"  had  conquei'd. 

How  ftrong  is  the  Aflertion  of  the  firjl  Time,  that 
France  was  compelled  to  reftore  the  Places  She  bad  con- 
quer1 d  ;  and  how  ievere  the  Reflection  upon  the  Ol>- 
jervator,  for  aflerting,  "  that  by  the  Lift  it  appear'd 
*'  that  fame  of  the  Places  mentioned  (by  the  Way,  Mr. 
"  Waljtngbam  leaves  out  the  Word  fome,  and  makes  it 
«'  general  of  them  all)  were  only  Reftitutions  of  'Places 
"  taken  from  Them  in  War,  or  granted  to  Them  by 
**  Treaty,  in  Exchange  for  others  ?  "  This  is  fo  great 
a  Crime,  that  even  Mr.  Walfingbam  is  at  a  Lois  for. 

hard  Words  to  beftow  upon  it. "  What  Names, 

*'  fays  He,  will  You  find  for  a  Mifrepreientation  fo 
"  profligate,  fo  fovlijh,  fo  avowedly  done  in  Contempt 
"  of  Honefty  and  common  Undemanding  ! 

4t  is  very  probable  that  this  Author  never  read  the 
Treaties  themfelves,  but  contented  Himielf  with  thoje 
Articles,  which  were  fent  Him  as  Materials  to  write 
upon.  It  is  not  the  firft  Time,  as  We  may  remember 
by  the  famous  Enquiry,  that  fuch  Things  have  hap- 
pen'd  ;  and  it  is  otherwife  fcarce  poffible  that  He  ftiould 
have  fallen  into  fo  many  Miftakes.  His  Knowledge  of 
ihe  Affairs  of  Europe,  for  hall'  a  Century  paft,  mult  be 

extremely 
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extremely  i'canty,  if  He  imagines  that  the  Weight  of 
the  9rt-vtB»rioui  Party  ( for  fo  King  William  and  his 
Allies  certainly  were)  compell'd  the  other  to  reftore 
the  Places  They  had  conquer'd. 

The  feveral  Treaties  of  Ryfro'uk  fpeak  the  Succefs  of 
France  againft  the  united  Powers  of  the  Emperor,  Spain, 
England  and  Holland.  The  c&Jtderahk  -Places  She 
had  taken,  during  that  War,  in  Spain,  Flanders,  and 
Germany,  appear  in  the  feveral  Articles  for  the  Reflitu- 
tion  of  them  ;  whereas,  there  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  Place  taken,  by  the  other  Side,  that  was  thought 
worth  the  mentioning,  as  being  kept,  or  reftored  to 
France.  Let  us  not  forget  her  vaft  Power,  d  uring  that 
War,  nor  the  great  Stand  She  made  againft  Us,  in  the 
laft.  The  Motives,  that  induced  Her  to  give  up  fo 
many  Places,  and  demolijh  others,  for  the  Sake  of  Peace, 
by  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwic,  was  not  her  Dread  of  the 
Allies,  but  her  Apprehenfions  of  the  declining  Health 
of  his  then  Catbolick  Majefly  ;  for  had  He  died,  during 
the  War*  it  was  probable  that  the  Crown  of  Spain 
would  not  have  been  given  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 
For  this  Reafon,  every  Thing,  that  was  ask'd  for  Spain, 
was  readily  granted  by  France,  as  what  might  be  the 
Means  of  its  coming  back  to  Her  again,  even  with  the 
Monarchy  itfelf.  Time  hath  fince  {hewn  to  the  World 
that  This  was  the  only  Reafon  of  her  afting  as  She  then 
did  ;  and  that,  through  the  Impolicy  of  Others,  She 
fucceeded  in  her  Views  beyond  the  Imagination  of 
many,  who  undefignedly  help'd  them  forward.  But  I 
mall  not  enlarge  upon  this  disagreeable  Subjeft,  which 
it  was  neceffary  to  explain  thus  far,  by  Way  of  Intro- 
duction to  my  next,  concerning  LOR  A  IN.  O. 

D  d  2  SATUR- 
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upon 
gucn, 


The  Stats  of  LOR  A  IN,  and  the  Importance  of  it  to 
France  cor.JiJer'd. 

To   CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efy, 
S  I  R, 

HE  DukeofLoRAJN  was  one  of  the 
Parties  provided  for,  in  the  Tieaty  of 
RYSWIC,  and  was  put  upon  a  much 
better  Footing  than  He  was  in  many. of 
the  former  Treaties;  which  is  the  Rea- 
fon  why  the  Gazetteers  infill  fo  much 
the  Treaties  of  Munfter,  Pyrennees,  and  Ninie- 
and  pafs  this  Treaty  fo  .flightly  over,  with  Re- 
gard to  Him,  though  He  is  fo  .eflfntially  -concerned 
in  ir,  that  there  are  feveral  Articles,  relating  to  Him 
only.  *  Lorain,  with  its  Dependencies,  was  to  be 
rcltored  to  Him,  as  poffeiVd  by  his  Uncle  in  1670.  The 
feveral  Places,  fortify  'd  by  f  ranee,  .were  to  be  derno- 
Jifh'd  firft  ;  and  nothing  is  referved  to  Her  but  the 
Fortrefs  of  \  Saar  Lavis,  with  half  a  League  round 
it,  and  the  City  of  Lang-wick,  in  Exchange  for  fame 
other  Town,  of  the  fame  Value.  The  £  high  Ways 
and  Places,  that  his  moft  Chriftian  Majcflj  had  refer- 
ved to  Himfelf,  by  the  Peace  of  Nimiguen,  are  to  re- 
tarn  to  the  Obedience  and  JurifdidUon  of  the  Duke, 
without  any  Exception.  If  therefore  the  Duke  of  Lo- 
rain,  and  his  Country  were  formerly  fuppofed  to  be 

under 


*  Treaty  between  (be  Emperor  and  France,  Art.  28, 
29,  30,  and  31.  f  Art.  33.  J  Art.  34. 
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under  the  Guaranty  of  Great  Britain,  as  they  cer- 
tainly were,  they  mult  be  fb  by  this  Treaty,  though 
not  in  fpecifick  Words,  as  well  as  by  the  Treaty  of 
Hanover,  in  which  JVe  fo  prudently  made  Ourfelves 
a  Guaranty  of  the  Treaty  tfWeftphalia. 

Another  Infinuation,  which  runs  through  mod  of 
tbefe  Papers,  is,  that  nothing  but  the  Right  of  Pro- 
priety is  given  up  to  France,  treating  the  Dukes  of  Lo- 
rain  as  Proprietors  only,  and  as  if  the  Right  of  Sove- 
reignty was  in  France,  becaufe  She  can  and  always  does 
feize  upon  it,  when  She  takes  a  Reibltuion  of  attack- 
ing the  Emperor.  But  are  not  the  Electorates  of  Treves 
and  Palatine  in  juft  the  fame  Cafe?  Examine  all  the 
late  Wars,  even  the  loft,  and  You  will  find  that  when- 
ever France  began  to  feize  the  one,  She  immediately 
feized  as  much  as  She  could  of  the  others.  The  Refti- 
tution  of  Treve's,  Traerbach,  andfowe  other  Places,  are 
as  conltantly  met  with  in  the  Treaties,  when  a  new 
Peace  is  made,  as  Loraln,  and  its  Places.  If  tin  re- 
fore  the  Arguments  hold  to  one,  they  are  equally  good 
for  giving  them  all  to  France ;  and,  if  found  iuccefc- 
ful  now,  will  undoubtedly  be  hereafter  made  Ufe  of  to 
obtain  them  ;  nor  can  I  poffibly  conceive  any  Diitinc- 
tion,  unlefs  fome  People  may  have  imagined  that.Zq- 
.rrf/w.is  no  Part  of  the  Empire.  Now  luppofing  it  to 
be  fo,  it  would  be  of  no  Confequence  in  the  Altera- 
tion of  the  Baiiance  of  Power  in  Eurcpe.  But  the  Re- 
verie of  it  is  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe;  for  Loraia 
hath  ever  been  avow'd  and  acknowledged  to  be  a  Part 
of  the  Empire,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  Emperor 
and  the  Duke  of  Lorain  cannot  feparate  one  from  the 
other,  without  the  Confcnt  of  the  German! ck  Body. 
This  is  fo  contrary  to  the  Jnterefts  of  the  Electors  of 
Bwaria,  Palatine  and  Cologn,  that,  if  We  may  believe 
all  the  News-Papers,  the  Way  of  obtaining  their  Con- 
ient  if  by  an  Army  of 'Germans,  at  the  old  Camp  of 
Brttcbj'a!,  and  another  of  French  upon  the  Rhine,  as 
being  the  .mojl  ferjuxfeve  Eloquence,  in  thb  Cafe  ;  and, 
D  d  3  in 
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in  all  Probability,  it  will  prove  more  effectual  than  our 
Rhetorick  of  tbe  fame  Kind,  fcme  Years  ago,  in  the 
.Weft -Indies. 

It  hath  been  the  conftant  View  of  France,  for  ma- 
ny  Years  paft,  to  extend  her  Frorrier  to  the  Rhine; 
and,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  feveral  Wars  there, 
She  hath  conftantly  ieized  great  Numbers  of  Places, 
and  fortify 'd  them  at  a  vaft  Expence.  The  Return  of 
Peace  hath  generally  demoiiih'd  them,  and  put  the 
Frer.cb  under  a  Neceffity  of  employing  large  Sums  a- 
gain,  upon  the  Renewal  of  every  War.  The  Expe- 
rience of  This,  and  that  They  may  be  the  more  ready, 
upon  any  Occafion,  hath  convinced  Them  long  before 
now,  that  Lorain,  if  not  the  greateft,  is  at  leait  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  Acquifitions,  that  They  could 
poffibly  gain,  or  defire. 

The  Treaty  of  Ryfwic  was  follow'd  by  the  fatal 
Partition  Treaties,  which  mail  be  more  fully  confider'd, 
when  I  come  to  fpealc  of  the  Alteration  made  in  the 
Ballance  of  Power,  by  tbe  prejent  Preliminaries.  The 
frft  of  tbefe  Treaties  gave  Milan  to  the  Arcb-Duke;  to 
the  EleRoral  Prince  cf  Bavaria  the  retf  of  the  Sfa- 
nijb  Dominions,  except  the  Kingdoms  of 'Naples  and  Si- 
<7/y,  the  Tuff  an  Pfrfj,  (a  more  intelligible  Appellation 
than  the  State  del  Prejidii)  the  Marquifate  of  Final, 
and  the  Province  of  Guipujcva,  &c.-  which  were  given 
to  France.  From  hence  one  Observation  mull  ari*«, 
even  iupponr.g  that  this  Alteration  was  a  right  (Settle- 
ment of  the  Baliance  of  Power  in  Europe ;  I  mean, 
that  placing  the  Houfe  of  "Bavaria  upon  the  Throne  or 
Spain  deftroy'd  all  the  former  Correipondence  and  mu- 
tual Affiftance,  which  had  hitherto  enabled  the  Empe- 
ror and  Spain  to  make  the  {mall  Stand  They  had  done 
againft  the  growing  .Power  of  France  ;  and  as  from 
hence  their  Interefts  would  probably  be  oppofite,  it  fup- 
pofed  a  fufficient  Pb'.ver  left  in  Eac,b  to  protect  and 
defend  itfelt  againit  Trance ;  for  no  other  Realon  can 
be  affign'd  why,  in  the  Jeccxd  Partii,ifi  Treaty,  \vliich 

gave 
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gave  the  Spanijh  Dominions,  upon  the  Death  of  the  E- 
lecloral  Prince  of  Bavaria,  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ; 
I  fay,  no  other  Reafon  can  be  aflign'd  why  France 
was  to  have  had  any  new  Acquijltions  added  by  that 
Treaty,  in  order  to  enable  Her  to  ballance  the  Union  of 
that  whole  Power  in  the  Houjf  of  Auftria.  The  giving 
Her  Lorain  as  that  additional  Strength  ought  to  be 
confider'd  now  in  the  lame  Light  it  was  then.  The 
Value  and  Importance  of  it  was  difcufs'd  in  icveral  Ob- 
fervations  upon  that  Treaty  ;  and  as  they  will  ferve 
to  ftrengthen  the  Opinions  of  Tbofe,  who  have  al- 
ready look'd  upon  this  Article,  of  giving  up  Lor  am 
to  France,  as  a  dangerous  and  formidable  Alteration  of 
the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe,  I  fhall  give  you  feme 
Extracts  from  a  Pamphlet,  mtitled,  the  Fable  of-  the 
LYON\>  Share  verify1  d  in  the  *  TREATY  »F  PARTI- 
TION ;  a  Tide  not  altogether  mal-apropos,  even  in  the 
prefent  Cafe. 

"  I  come  now,  fays  the  Author,  to  the  laft  Con- 
"  dition  of  the  Treaty,  which  gives  the  Dutchy  of 
"  Milan  to  the  Duke  of  Lorain,  in  Exchange  of  bis 
"  (iK'H  Dominions.  We  are  to  fuppofe  that  the  French 
"  who  know  their  own  Intereft,  arid  ilop  at  nothing, 
"  which  tends  to  that  Paid,  were  moved  by  verv  now- 
*'  erful  Reaibns  to  prefer  thofe  Dpminians  befoie  a 
*'  Dutcby  They  have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to  obtain 
*'  formerly. 

"  That  Li/rain  is  of  great  Ufe  to  the  French  in  the 
"  Defign  They  have  long  fince  laid,  of  carrying  their 
*'  Frontier  to  the  Rhine,  hath  been  fufficiently  ieen  in 
"  the  great  Advantages  They  have  received  '  by  that 
"  Country,  all  the  Time  of  their  Ufurpation. 

"  The  Union  of  Lorain  with  Fraiice  advances  their 
"  Frontier  FORTY  LEAGUES  it;  to  the  Empire;  for 
"  ib  many  there  are  from  the  Extremity  .of  the  Dutchy 


*  See  Mate  Trefts  of  King  William  the  3^  Pol.  3, 
151,  &t.  .::,.u 
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"  of  BAR  to  the  City  of  STRASBURG;  makes  Them 
"  Matters  of  all  the  Country  between  theQutiTscH, 
"  the  SAAR,  and  the  MOSELLE  ;  opens  a  Way  into 
««  the  PALATINATE,  and  into  the  Territories  of 
"  MWNTZ  and  TRIER. 

"  This  Dutcby  fecures  the  Communication  of  France 
•«  wkh  the  County  of  Burgundy,  and  the  two  AlfatiJ* ; 
««  is  fituatcd  at  the  Head  of  the  AM1//?  and  the  Meufe, 
"  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  extremely  commodious, 
"  as  well  to  preferve  their  oldConquefts,  as  to  make  new. 
11  Here  They  may  afTemble  their  Forces,  to  diftribute 
««  them  in  every  Part;  make  Pro  vifi  on  of  Corn  ro  fill 
"  their  Magazines  in  Alfatia  ;  and  keep  an  Army  in 
••  Winter  Quarters,  to  be  ready  to  aft  upon  the  Rhine, 
«'  before  their  Enemies  can  take  the  Field.  It  is  hard 
•'  to  imagine  greater  Advantages  than  thefe;  and  if  We 
«'  add  to  all,  that  out  of  this  Country  TWENTY-FIVE 
«'  THOUSAND  MEN  are  railed  and  paid,  We  fhall  find 
«'  that  the  French  have  Reafon,  in  this  Conjuncture,  to 
«'  prefer  the  Pofleflion  of  it  before  the  Dutchy  ofM- 
««  Ian.  Beiides,  if  They  had  pretended  This,"  in  Con- 
"  junction  with  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 
"  They  would  not  only  have  driven  the  Princes  and 
"  States  of  Italy  to  Defpair,  but  alarm'd  the  whole 
•'  Body  of  the'SewVzrrf,  with  whom  They  will  al- 
«<  ways  keep  fair,  till  They  have  lock'd  Them  in,  on 
«'  all  Sides.  Thus  keeping  a  fteady  Eye  upon  their 
"  Ends,  They  affed  a  little  MODERATION,  on  one 
"  Side,  and  know  how  to  make  Themfelves  Amends 
"  with  fntereft,  on  the  ether. 

•'  In  the  kll  Place,  We  are  to  enquire  whether  the 
"  Treat  en  could  ftipulate  thefe -Exchanges,  withbut  the 
««  Confent  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  who  were  not 
"  confulted  in  the  Matter.  Lorain  is  under  the  Pro- 
"  tedion  of  the  Empire  ;  poffeffes  divers  Lands  in  Fee 

"  from 

-j-  See  the  Introdufiion   to  a  general  Colleaion'  of 
Treaties,  \£c.  printed  for  Me/".  Knapton,  /.  21. 
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"*  from  the  Empire ;  and  acknowledges  its  Majefty  in 
*l  three  eflential  Points  ;  which  are,  the  Right  of  fafe 
"  Gondufl ;  the  common  Peace ;  and  Contributions,  in 
"  Cafe  of  publick  Neceffity,  or  a  War  againit  the 
"  Turk,  one  third  Part  only  lefs  than  an  EleSor.  Now 
"  as  it  is -not  the  Intereft  of  the  Empire  that  France  t 
"  which  is  already  fo  formidable,  and  upon  the  Point 
"  of  becoming  much  more  Ib,  fhould  poflefs  tkefe  Do* 
"  minions,  which  ferve  for  an  Out-  Wall  to  cover  if, 
"  and  that  Strasburg  was  yielded  to  the  French,  by  a 
?'  ,K-ind  of  Equivalent  for  the  Reftitution  of  Lorain,  it 
"  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  the  Empire  fhould  con- 
"  fent  to  this  Alienation. 

I  have  choien  to  explain  die  Importance  of  Lorain 
in  the  Words  of  this  Author,  -f  who  was  an  able  Pen- 
man, employ  d,  as  We  are  informed,  by  the  IMPERIAL 
COURT,  that  I  might  not.be  charged  with  ftarting  Ob- 
jeftions  out  of  my  own  .Head,  and  calculating  them 
with  a  View  of  obftr.u&ing  the  pr-efent  Negotiations  of 
Peate;  for tfhis  Trait  hath. been  publi(h'd  above  -thirty, 
Years,  and  the  Sentiments  contain'd  in  it  were  too 'for 
tally  verify'd  by  the -Conduft  of  France,  upon  the  Xing 
of  Spain's  Death,  ,and  the  War,  that  enfued — But  to 
proceed. 

One  of  the  great  Objections  made  to  the  'Flan  of 
Peace,  as  communicated  by  the  late  Queen  Aimeio  her 
Parliament,  on  the  6th  of  'June  1712,  was,  that  France 
offered  ts  Make  the  Rhine  a  Barrier  to  the  Empire ;  upon 
which  it  was  obferved,  "  *  that  This  was  ^giving  up 
*'  the  true  Barrier  of  the  Empire,,  contrary  to  .the 
"  Treaty  of  Munfter,  that  France  might  inclofe  the 
"  Duke  of  Lorain  within  his  Countries,  as  in  s  Prifon, 
"  and  keep  the  Electors  of  the  Rhine  in  perpetual  fear 
"  of  Her."  —  It  this  Objection  , was  of  any  Weight  at 
that  Time,  how  much  more  fo  is  it  at  prcfent  ?  -Since 

his 

•f  Les  foupirs  de  V Europe  a  la  vcue  du  Projet  de 
Paix,  &c.  p.  74.  *  363.. 
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Influence  over  the  Princes  and  Eleflors  of  the  Empire 
will  not  certainly  be  leflen'd  by  his  obtaining    the  aEiual 
Pojfiffion  and  Sovereignty  of  Lorain  ;    and  it  is   more 
than  probable  that  their  Countries  muft  have  the  fame 
Fate,  being  already  forced  to  follow  the  Example  of  the 
antient  Pofleffors  of  Lorain  ;  forthe  fame  Author  obferves, 
"  *  that  Charles  the  4th,   Duke  of  Lorain,   had  no 
"  Love  for  France,  and  indeed  no  Reafon  to  have  any  ; 
yet  He  almoft  conftantly  did    what  She  defired,  and 
once  carry'd  his  Deferences   to  Her  fo  far,  as  to  give 
all  his  Territories  to  his  rnoft  cbrijtian  Majefty ;  for 
it  is  a  general  Maxim  that  every  Prince,  who  by 
the  Situation  of  his  Country,  and'  his  own  Weak- 
nefs,  finds  Himfelf  unable    to  refift  another  Prince, 
ought  to  attach  himfelf  to  his  Intcreft,  and  endeavour 
by  all  poffible  Sacrifices  and  Complyances  to  render 
*'  fucb   a  Prince  favourable  to  Him." — This  hath  long 
been  the  State  of  that  Country  ;  but  is   nothing  of  the 
fame  Nature  perceived,  or  at  leaft  apprehended,  for  the 
future,   to   the  Situation  of  great  Part  of  Germany  ? 
From  whence  proceeded  the  late  Neutralities,  for  fame 
Parts,  and  the  Defire  of  extending   them  ?  Muft  not 
this  Defire  increafe,  as  the  Neighbourhood  of  France 
advances  nearer,  and  their  Dependence  is  confequently 
greater  ?  Will  not  the  conftant  Seizure  of  tbeit  Domi- 
nions,  upon   the   breaking  out  of  every  War,  reduce 
Them  to  the  fame  deplorable  State  ;  and   may  not  the 
Neceffity  of  fubmitting  to  it  hereafter  be  likewife  plead- 
ed as  a  Reafon  for  giving  them  up  to  France  ? 

That  this  Ceffion  of  Lorain  is  againft  the  Intereft  of 
the  Empire,  and  the  Princes  bordering  upon  it,  cannot 
be  better  {hewn  than  by  the  Apprehenfions,  which 
have  been  exprefs'd,  that  They  will  not  come  into  it, 
without  the  Conviction  of  fotne  prefent  Advantages  to 
cTbem;elvest  or  the  lafl  Argument  of  Sovereigns,  from 
which  They  have  no  Appeal. 

The 
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The  Advantage  of  Lorain's  being  one  of  the  heredi- 
tary. Dominions  of  the  Emperor,  is  fufficiently  demonitra- 
ted  by  thofe  very  Arguments,  which  have  been  offei'd 
to  prove  that  France  would  never  fuffer  the  Pragmatick 
Sanction  to  take  Place,  whilll  it  was  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  that  Cenfequence  ;  for,  in  this  Cafe,  it 
would  be  the  Barrier  of  the  Empire,  and  fo  well  de- 
fended, that  Fr/ttttfGGQM  not  for  the  future,  upon  every 
Rupture,  in  a  great  Meafure  fupport  her  Armies  by 
Contribution  from  the  many  States  and  Provinces,  that 
hitherto  have  lain  open  to  them. 

That  it  is  againft  the  Intereft  of  the  Dutch,  Experi- 
ence, of  former  Wan  hath  plainly  fhewn.  The  French 
poffeffing  Themielves  of  Polls  upon  the  Mofelle  hath  had 
fatal  Conferences  to  Them,  and  given  Them  the 
ftrongeft  Apprehenfions.  Even  the  UJl  great  War,  in 
which  We  were  engaged,  would  have  probably  ended 
much  fooner,  and  better,  had  it  not  been  upon  this 
Account',  for  the  Duke  of  Mar  thorough  might  have  o- 
therwife  purfued  his  Conquefts  on  the  Rhine,  and  foon 
been  in  France.  Nay,  their  Frontier  is  fo  weak,  on 
that  Side,  that  even  laft  Year  it  was  expected  that  if 
the  Imperialists  had  gain'd  a  Battle,  They  would  foon 
have  penetrated  into  the  Bowels  of  that  Kingdom*  But 
when  Lorain  is  once  their  own,  and  They  no  longer 
run  any  Hazard  of  having  their  expenftve  Fortifications 
demolim'd,  wpon  the  Concluiion  of  every  new  Treaty , 
it  is  highly  probable  that  They  will  make  Themfelve* 
as  ftrong  a  Barrier,  on  that  Side,-  as  They  have  in  Flan- 
den  ;  the  Confequences  of  which  are  too  dreadful  to 
the  Eallar.ce  of  Power  in  Europe  to  (land  in  Need  of  any 
farther  Explanation. 

Jt  is  well  known  that  \h&Dutch  expetfe:!,  from  the 
Conclufion  of  the  lajl  great  War,  that  France  mould 
have  been  obliged  toreftore  to  the  Empire  fome  of  thofe 
Places,  which  She  had  obtain'd  by  former  Treaties, 
whereby  Lorain  would  have  been  more  at  Liberty ; 
and  the  Author  beforc-mention'd,  who  wrote  in  Favour 

of 
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of  Holland  and  the  Empire,  reproaches  this  Nation, 
upon  the  Communication  of  the  Plan  of  Peace,  in  the 
late  Queen's  Speech,  '•  "  that  it  was  too  true  there 
"  are  People  in  England,  who  have  an  extreme  Infenfi- 

"*«  bility  for  all  the  Affairs  of  Qermany." And  puts 

us  in  Mind  of  the  gth  and  loth  Articles  of  the  Affbcia- 
tion  of  Nordlingen,  concluded  the  22d  of  March  1702, 
But  as  all  the  World  muft  now  acknowledge  that  We 
are  come  to  a  much  better  Underitanding  of  the  Affairs 
of  Germany,  and  our  own  Inter  eft  in  them,  We  cannot 
be  fufpefted  of  not  knowing  what  was  and  is  the  true 
Intereft  tf  Holland,  as  well  as  our  own  Country,  in  the 
prefent  Cale. 

It  hath  been  fomewhere  hinted  as  if  the  Dutch 
thought  it  contrary  to  their  Intereft ',  that  the  Duke  of 
,Lorain  mould  pofTefs  that  Dutchy,  and  be  Emperor  at 
the  fame  Time.  This  is  founded  upon  their  Aft  of 
Concurrence  to  the  Vienna  Treaty,  in  1731  ;  by  which 
They  provide  that  noPiince  mall  be  included  in  the 
Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanction,  whofe  own  he- 
reditary Dominions  may  endanger  the  Liberties  of  Eu- 
rope. From  hence  They  conclude  that  the  Ceffion  of 
Lorain  to  France  is  agreeable  to  the  Intereft  of  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  as  well  as  confident  with  our 
Guaranty  ol  the  Pragmatick  Santlion.  Bnt  This  de- 
ierves  a  little  farther  Confideration. 

The  univerfal  Monarchy  of  Don  Carlos,  and  all  the 
Arguments  employ 'd  in  die  Enquiry,  againft  our  com- 
ing into  any  Guaranties,  of  this  Nature,  cannot  be 
forgotten,  whilft  We  fee  and  feel  the  Effefts  of  the 
Treaty  of  Hanover.  It  is  obfervable  that  when  the 
States  were  defired,  by  our  Minifter,  to  come  into 
this  I  aft  Treaty  cf  Vienna,  He  acquainted  Them, 
"  f  that  his  Majefty,  as  Eleclor  of  Hanover,  had  nego- 
"  dated  feparately,  with  Refpecl  to  his  Eleftoral  Inte- 
"  "ft* 

*  Soupirs  de   V Europe,  p.  76. 
^  Roujfet,vol.  6,  /.  178. 
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"  reft  ;  neverthelefs,    He  could    affure  Them  that,  in 
"  Quality  of  Eleffor,  He  had  guaranty'd  the  Pragma- 

"  tick  Sanftion." The  Dutch  did  not  come  into 

this  Treaty  till  eleven  Months  after  Us  ;  and  noReafon 
hath  yet  been  offer' d  for  our  changing  Opinions,  with 
Relation  to  this  Guaranty  ;  but  the  Backvvardnefs  of  the 
Dutch  feems  to   have  proceeded  from    their  Apprehen- 
fion  of  Don  Carlos,  which  was  not  without  Grounds  ; 
for  the  Experience  of  lall  Year  ihews  that  all  Thoughts 
of  his  marrying  one  of  the  Arcb-Dutcbeffes   were   not 
intirely  dropt ;  and   the  Jealouiy    of  France,  on    that 
Head,  is  plain  enough  (how  little  foever  it  might  afieft 
Us)  fince  They  did  not  reftore  a  Place  to  the  Emperor, 
nor  guaranty   the   Succeffion,    before   the    eldeft  Arcb- 
Dut chefs  was  aclually  marry'd.     But  I  mall  leave  tbir 
Point  to  fome  future  Oblervations,  and  return  to  the 
feparate  Article  of  the  Dutch  AS  of  Concurrence,  which 
fays,     "  J  that  if  the  Arch-Dut chefs,  who   mall  fuc- 
"  ceed  to  all  the  hereditary  Kingdoms  and  Provinces* 
"  which   his  Imperial  Majefly  actually  enjoys,    mall 
"  marry  a  Prince   fo  powerful,    and  pofTeffing  fo  many 
"  States,  that  there  may  arife  any  juft  Apprehenfions 
for  the  Tranquility  and  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe, 
it  fliall  and  ought  to  be  permitted  to  that  Prince,  up- 
on his  transferring    to  his  next  of  Kin  the  States, 
which  belong  to  Him,   to  enjoy   the  Right  and  Be- 
nefit of  the  Guaranty  ftipulated   in    the  fccond  Ar- 
ticle  of  the   Treaty,  &c." Now,    if  any  one 

can  conceive  that  this  Provifion  was  defign'd  againft  the 
Duke  of  Lorain,  the  Argument  will  revert  with  double 
Force,  that  this  Country  is  of  fuch  Confequence,  that 
after  all  the  Lofles  and  Diminutions  of  the  Imperial 
Dominions  in  Italy,  Lorain  alone  being  added  to  them 
is  fufficient  to  endanger  the  Baltatue  of  Power  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  therefore  We  ought  not  to  \^  his  Brother y  or 
next  of  Kin,  have  it,  but  give  it  to  France,  that  She 
VOL.  XIV.  E  e  may 

1  Reufit,  vol.  6.  /.  462. 
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may  be  enabled  to  preferve  the  Balltince  againit  the 
hte  formidable  Increafe  of  Power  in  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria. 

Whoever  ferioufly  reflefts  on  the  Confequences  of 
this  additional  Power  of  'France,  will  naturally  conclude 
either  that  our  Miniflers  were  not  confulted  in  the  Ne- 
gotiation of  the  late  Preliminaries,  or  that  They  are 
apprehenfive  of  fome  bad  Effefts  from  it,  which  They 
are  unwilling  to  be  thought  anfwerable  for  hereafter. 

Whatever  Reafon  France  might  have  why  Lorain 
fhould  not  be  in  the  Emperor's  Hands,  it  will,  for  that 
very  Reafon,  be  far  from  juflifying  the  not  giving  it  to 
another  Prince  of  that  Family,  rather  than  to  France. 
But  let  us  confider  a  little  what  is  fa  id  to  be  purchafed 
from  France  by  it.  Is  it  any  Thing  more  than  ^French 
Guaranty  of  a  Succelfion,  in  a  new  Partition  Treaty  ? 
Can  it  ever  be  forgotten  what  their  Behaviour  was,  upon 
a  former  Treaty  of  the  fame  Nature,  when  They  made 
that  ever- memorable  Diftinclion  between  the  Spirit  and 
Letter  of  a  Treaty?  Can  We  be  infenfible  that  their 
late  Conduct  is  founded  in  the  fame  righteous  Maxims 
of  Policy  ?  What  Treaties  can  be  more  binding  to 
Princes  than  their  folemn  Acis  and  Declarations  to  the 
whole  World  ?  Did  not  France,  in  her  Manifefto  agamft 
the  Emperor,  difclaim  "  *  any  Acquifuions  to  I-fcr- 
"  felf  by  the  War,  and  alledge  that  the  Emperor  in 
"  vain  endeavour'd  to  alarm  the  Germaniek  Body  with 

"  fuch  Defigns  ?  " Again,  in   her  Declaration  to 

the  Elefiors  and  Princes  of  the  Empire,  did  She  not 
iblemnly  declare,  "  -J-  that  She  had  no  View  to  make 
"  any  Conqueit,  nor  to  keep  any  Settlements,  which 
"  may  affect  the  Safety  of '  \.\\tG  ermanick  Territories?  " 

Can  any  great  Dependence  be  therefore  placed 

upon  ti&veryABy  which  direclly  contravenes  tbffe  fo- 
lemn  Declarations  ?  What  Effefts  hath  this  Kind  of 
Guaranties  had  in  fiber  Countries,  befides  bringing 

Shame 

*  Rouffet,  vol.  9,  /.  289.  -^  Id.  ^.*3io. 
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Shame  and  Reproach  upon  Thofe,  who  have  enter'd  into 
rhem,  without  being  of  any  real  Ufe  to  Them/elves  or 
Others  ?  The  prefenc  Intereft  of  all  Nations  is  confi- 
der'd,  before  Tiiey  fulfil  fucb  Engagements,  as  late  Ex- 
perience fufficiently  fhews  ;  and  it  will  ever  be  from 
thefe  Motives  that  They  will  either  fupporr,  or  deprefs 
their  Neighbours.  The  fame  Motives  will  generally 
prevail  with  Princes,  whether  They  are  engaged  in 
Treaties >  or  not.  What  have  moft  of  our  late  Treaties 
and  Guaranties  fignify'd,  beyond  the  temporary  Settle- 
ment of  Things,  and  the  Amufement_  of  Mankind  ? 
Was  it  ever  reckon'd  true  Policy  before,  in  the  weaker 
Party,  to  add  Strength  to  the  other,  by  giving  up  Coun- 
tries immediately,  and  depending  upon  a  Piece  of  Parch- 
ment for  the  fortuitous  Events  of  an  Equivalent,  which 
nvaft  always  be  efteem'd  the  more  precarious,  as  the 
ether  Powers  will  be  the  better  enabled  to  purfue  and 
obtain  new  Advantages,  upon  fuch  Occurrences ;  efpe- 
cially  fince  France  hath  never  yet  been  charged  with 
flipping  any  Opportunity  of  enlarging  her  own  Domi- 
nions ? 

I  mall  not  trouble  You  with  any  farther  Thoughts- 
upon  the  Guaranty,  at  prefent.  Some  Obfervations  of 
the  fame  Nature  and  Purport  will  necefTarily  occur,  in 
confidering  the  Importance  and  Confcquences  of  the 
7ufcan  Ports  being  given  to  Spain,  or  Don  Carlos,  which 
fiiall  be  the  Subject  of  another  Lettter.  Ol 

I  am,    SI R,  &c. 
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S  Perfidy  is  the  bafeft  of  all  Vices,  on 
one  Side,  fo  nothing  is  more  grating  to 
human  Nature,  on  the  other,  than  be- 
ing made  Dupes,  or  Bubbles.  This  is  fo 
odious  in  private  Life,  that  the  vileft  of 
Criminal*  are  afhamed  of  it,  and  often 
chufe  to  fuffer  an  ignominious  Death,  rather  than  be- 
tray their  Companions.  But  when  it  is  praclifed  in 
publick  Life,  by  one  Court  againft  another,  it  is  call'd 
Policy,  and  generally  look'd  upon  as  a  Mark  of  political 
Wijdom  ;  though,  in  Truth,  it  is  only  a  baftard  Kind 
of  it,  and  fubilituted  in  the  Room  of  fuperior  Abili- 
ties ;  for  there  is  certainly  a  Wide  Difference  between 
found  Policy,  which  is  founded  upon  a  comprehenfive 
Knowledge  of  Affairs,  and  the  mean  Arts  of  Tricking, 
which  require  only  a  falfe,  deceitful  Heart,  and  a  lit- 
tle Cunning.  The  latter,  indeed,  hath  lometimes 
prevailed  againft  the  ableft  Statefmen,  who  have  not 
been  fufficiently  upon  their  Guard  againft  it  ;  but  it 
hath  always  been  attended  with  the  fharpeft  Refent- 
ment  againft  Thofe,  who  have  been  guilty  of  it,  and 
often  defeated  their  beft  Projects,  by  rendering  all  their 
Profeffions  fufpecled.  This  is  the  Reafon  why  the 
French  Faith  hath  fo  long  become  proverbial  ;  and  I 
heartily  wifh  that  no  other  Nations,  who  have  been 
the  moft  free  in  reproaching  Them,  upon  this  Ac- 
count, had  not  of  late  attempted  to  imitate  Them 
in  it,  without  the  fame  Dexterity,  or  the  fame 
Succefs. 


But 
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But  when  facb  bafe  Arts  are  put  in  Practice  by  a 
"Mimfler  againft  the  People  of  his  own  Country  it  is 
ftill  more  infamous  and  provoking  ;  for  what  may  be 
efteem'd  only  State-Craft  and  fair  P//iy  againft  another 
Nation,  (  which  hath,  perhaps,  ufed  Him  in  the  fame 
Manner  )  is  downright  Treachery  and  Breach  of  Trtift 
againft  Thofe,  in  whofe  Service  He  is  retain'd,  with 
great  Profit  to  Himjelf,  and  Expence  to  Them.  Yet 
monftrous  and  unnatural  as  fuch  Perfidivufnefs  may 
be  juftly  thought,  it  is  commonly  the  chief  Engine 
of  Government  employ'd  by  Politicians,  of  mean 
Abilities,  and  worfe  Intentions,  who  have  frequent- 
ly bridled  their  Fellow-Subjefts  with  ftanding  Ar- 
mies, as  vveH  as  burthen'd  Them  with  grievous  Taxes 
and  oppreffive  Laws,  under  the  infolent  Pretence  of  le- 
curing  tbeir  Liberties,  and  protecting  Them  againft 
their  Enemies. 

Sometimes,  one  Part  of  the  Community  are  deluded, 
by  thefe  Means,  to  acl  againft  the  Reft,  on  the  Pro- 
mife  of  fome  particular  Advantage  to  Tbcmfefoes,  if 
They  will  concur  with  the  Schemes  of  a  Minifter. 
How  often,  for  Inftance,  hath  the  Landed  Intereft  of 
til';  Nation  been  play'd  againft  the  Moneyed  Interefl, 
and  the  Money  d  hter'cft  againft  the  Trading  htereft  ? 
How  often  have  our  Northern  Colonies  been  made  Ufe 
of  to  ftifle  the  juft  Complaints  of  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies ;  and  the  Southern  Colonies  to  ferve  the  fame  Pur- 
pofes  againft  the  Northern  Colonies  ?  How  often  hath 
the  Church  been  made  a  Stalking-Horfe  againft  the 
DiJJenters,  and  the  Dijfenters  againft  the  Church,  or 
both  of  Them  together  againft  the  immediate  and  vifible 
Intereft  of  our  Conflitution  ? 

Whillt  the  late  Difpnte  about  the  Repeal  of  the 
Tejl-Acls  was  on  Foot,  I  purpofely  kept  Myfelf  neu- 
ter, according  to  a  former  Engagement ;  and  I  am 
neither  under  any  Obligation,  nor  would  it  be  of  any 
Ufe,  to  declare  My felf  upon  it,  at  prefent ;  though  I 
cannot  forbear  expreffing  my  Opinion  thus  far,  that  if 
E  e  3  We 
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We  may  judge  from  the  Conduft  of  the  DiJJcnters,  for 
three  Years  paft,  the  Church  of  England  would  be  in 
no  Danger  tmrnfucb  Politicians,  even  fuppofing  the  Teft 
was  taken  away. 

But  the  Ufage,  which  They  have  met  with  from  a 
certain  honourable  Gentleman,  hath  experimentally  ve- 
rify'd  what  I  faid,  about  three  Years  ago,  when  They 
apply'd  to  Him,  upon  this  very  Account,  after  re- 
peated Promiies  to  ierve  Them  in  it,  at  a  proper 
Time. 

The  Year  before,  viz.  1732,  They  were  told  by 
Him,  "  *  that  it  was  not  then  a  proper  Time,  be- 
"  caufe  the  Application  came  too  late  ;  that  it  would 
*'  be  a  Jhort  Sejfion  ;  that  the  Bufenefs  of  it  was  al- 
"  ready  laid,  and  therefore  would  not  admit  of  In- 
"  terruption  by  any  Thing  elfe." 

The  next  Year,  They  apply'd  again  to  the  fame  Gen- 
tleman ;  but  then  They  were  put  in  Mind  of  a 
"  -f  new  Parliament ;  that  the  Nation  would,  on  that 
"  Occafion,  be  in  a  Ferment  ;  and  confequently  mould 
"  any  Thing  be  attempted,  it  might  be  of  dangerous 
"  Confequence  at  the  Eleftions  ;  and  therefore  though 
"  it  was  a  reafonable  Thing,  yet  it  was  a  very  im- 
"  proper  Time  to  pu(h  it." —  The  wifefl  of  the  Dif- 
fcnters  were  then  of  Opinion,  and  common  Experience 
might  have  taught  even  the  weakeft  amongft  Them,  that 
the  Argument  here  employ'd'to  diffuade  Them  from 
pufhing  for  the  Repeal  was  the  ftrongeft  for  it ;  and 
that  no  Time  was  fo  proper,  in  a  political  View,  as  juit 
before  a  general  Election  of  a  feptennial  Parliament, 
when  all  Parties  were  courting  their  Favour ;  but  Thofe, 
\vho  were  trufted  with  the  Condu£l  of  their  Affairs, 

*  See  an  Enquiry  into  the  Propriety  of  applying  to 
Parliament  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Corporation  and 
Teft-Afts,  p.  12,  Printed  for  J.  Roberts,  in  the 
Tear  1732. 

t  H.  P-   13- 
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catch'd  readily  at  it ;   and,  indeed,  any  Reafons  were 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  Ment   who  had  no  farther  Regard 
for  the  Cauje  than  procuring  fome  corrupt  Advantages 
to  Them/elves.    When  the  Time  of  Eleftion  approach'd, 
thefe  boneft  P tempo's  were  fent  for  again  by  the  fame 
Gentleman,&R&  told  in  a  cajoling  Speech,  «*  that  He  was 
in  their  Power  ;  that  They  might  ruin  Him  ;  and 
that  He  could  not  chufe  a  Parliament  without  their 
AJJi fiance  ;   but   that  if  They  would  have  a  little 
Patience,    and  fecure  that  great  Point,    by  giving 
Him  their   Inter  eft  t   They    might   i»  Return   de- 
pend upon  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  ferve  Them." 
.         This  Speech,  falfe  and  treacherous  as  it  was,   an- 
fwer'd  the  Purpofe  deiign'd  by  it,    and  had  the  fame 
Efteft  with  another  at  the  Cock-pit,   the  Year  before, 
concerning  an  Enquiry  into  the   FRAUDS  OF   THE 
CUSTOMS.     The  Teachers  and  Leaders  of  the  Diffen- 
ters,  about  London,   were  immediately  convened,   up- 
on this  Occafion,   and  drawn  into  Meafures,    which 
They  and  their  Country  will  have  long  and  ample  Caufe 
to  repent.     Circular  Letters  and  Manifeftos  were  dif- 
patch'd  through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  with  Inftruc- 
tions  to  their  Brethren  how    to  vote  at  the  enfuing 
Elections  ;  and  every  Body  knows  that  the  Generality 
conform'd  to  them  as  implicitly  as  if  They  had  re- 
ceived them  from  bis  infallible  Holinefs  at  Rome,  with 
little  or  no   Regard   to  thoje  Gentlemen,    who   were 
chiefly  inftrumental,   but  a  Year  or  two  before,    in 
delivering  Them   from   the  dreadful   Evil  of  a  gene- 
ral Excije,    which  nobody  oppofed  more  follicitoufly 
than  Themfelves. 

A  Parliament  being  chofen,  and  fuch  a  Parliament 
as  their  good  Friend  defired,  They  apply'd  to  Him 
again,  and  put  Him  in  Mind  of  his  Promife  ;  but  ftill 
it  was  not  a  proper  Time ;  for  now  the  unfettled  State 
of  Affairs  in  Europe,  and  the  Growth  ofPoPEKYift 
ibis  Kingdom  were  thrown  in  his  Way.  They  were 
therefore  advifed,  by  Way  of  Amufement,  to  enter 

upon 
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upon  a  Courfe  of  Preaching,  at  Saber's- Hall,  againft 
Popery  and  the  Craft/man,^  to  which  They  prudently 
added  Tome  bitter  Reflections  on  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, It  was  pleafant  enough  to  oblerve  how  lovingly 
the  diflenting  Parfons  and  the  PRELATICAL  AD* 
JUSTER  went  Hand  in  Hand  together,  in  their  La- 
bours againft  Popery,  juft  after  the  Papifts  had  co- 
operated with  Them  againft  the  Country  Intereft,  in  all 
the  controverted  Elections  of  the  Kingdom. 

Well,  at  laft,  the  Affairs  of  Europe  are  fettled,  as 
We-  are  inform'd,  even  much  better  than  any  good 
Englishman  could  have  wifh'd,  or  expected/  Now 
therefore  They  thought  Themfelves  fure  of  the  honour- 
able Gentleman,  and  that  He  could  not  poffibly  have 
any  Pretence  left  for  farther  Delays ;  but  ftill  They 
found  Themfelves  difappointed,  and  had  the  Mortifi- 
cation to  hear  that  if  They  apply'd  to  Parliament,  He 
would  be  fo  far  from  giving  Them  any  Affiftance,  that 
He  fhould  be  obliged  to  oppofe  Them  with  his  whole 
Strength,  as  He  hath  fince  done  ;  fo  that  this  beft  and 
(onjlant  Friend  of  the  Di/enters,  as  He  hath  been  fre- 
quently call'd,  agrees  at  laft  with  their  tnsft  profejjfed 
Enemy,  the  ADJUSTER,  that  no  Time  is  proper. 

I  muft  here  put  the  Diffenters  in  mind  of  the  Opi- 
nion of  One,  who  wrote  in  their  Behalf  three  Years 
ago,,  upon  the  Refolution  of  their  Committee  not  to  ap- 
ply for  the  Repeal,  at  that  Time "  *  What  pri- 
vate Reafons,  fays  He,  may  have  been  given  to 
Them  for  defiiiing,  at  this  Time,  and  what  Security 
for  effecting  it,  at  any  other  Time,  We  do  not  pre- 
tend to  guefs.  But  to  Us,  who  are  not  in  the 
Secret,  it  feems  to  be  Ibmething  more  than  a  De- 
lay. It  is,  at  leaft,  a  Delay  fine  Die,  which  hath 
always  been  the  Method  of  putting  off  a  Point,  ne- 
ver intended  to  be  relumed  ;  for,  if  We  are  rightly 

*  Obfervatiom  on  the  prej'ent  Difpute,  concerning  the 
Repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  Acts,  /.  3 1 . 
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"  inform'd,  it  hath  been  declared  that  the  Beginning  of 
"  a  Parliament  is  not  a  proper  Time.  They  now  find, 
"  by  fatal  Experience,  that  the  latter  End  of  a  Par- 
"  liament  is  not  a  proper  Time.  It  therefore  remains 
"  that  the  only  proper  Time  is  the  Middle  of  a  Parlia- 
"  ment ;  and  even  that  critical  Medium  (  as  We  have 
"  been  alfo  told  )  mult  be  attended  with  absolute 
"  Peace  abroad,  and  perfett  Tranquility  at  home,  un- 
"  difturb'd  by  Faftion,  Party,  or  the  leait  Oppofuion 
"  to  the  Meafures  of  a  Minifter  ;  for,  in  any  of  thefe 
"  Cafes,  the  Middle  of  a  Parliament  will  likewife  he 
"  an  improper  Time.  This  will  naturally  draw  on  the 
"  latter  End  of  a  Parliament  again  ;  and  thus,  I  am 
"  afraid,  the  prelatical  Adjuft er  will  prove  a  true  Pro- 
*'  phet,  in  declaring  that  no  Time  is  proper  ;  and  Thofe, 
"  who  deceive  Themfelves,  by  waiting  for  fuch  a 
"  Time,  will  find  Them 'elves  in  the  Condition  of  the 
"  Jilly  Countryman  ,  in  the  Fable. 

•         •••"   ••  £>ui  prorogat  Horam 

Rufticus,  expeftat  dum  defluit  Amnis,  at  ilh 
Labitur,   fcf  labetur  in  omne  volubilis  JEvum. 

I  am  told  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  declared,  in 
his  late  memorable  Speech  againft  the  Dijfcnters» 
(  which  I  long  to  fee  in  Print )  that  He  never  promifed 
to  ferve  Them,  in  this  Particular.  The  Dijfcnters 
and  Thofe,  whom  They  trufted  with  the  Management 
of  their  Affairs,  are  the  beft  Judges  how  far  This  is 
true  ;  but  furely  the  well-known  FacT:  of  putting  Them 
off  from  Year  to  Year,  under  the  Pretence  of  improper 
Times,  imply'd  a  Promife  that  fame  Time,  at  leaft, 
would  be  proper,  had  nothing  elfe  pafs'd  between 
Them  ;  for  otherwife  it  was  arrant  trifling  with  Them, 
or  treating  Them  as  downright  Children,  and  They 
fhould  have  taken  the  Advice  of  a  certain  Writer,  in 


the 
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in  the  Year  1732,  who  observed,  "  *  that  if,  after 
"  all,  the  Diffenters  mould  be  perfuaded  univerfally, 
"  at  this  Time,  to  defift  from  their  Point,  for  any  better 
"  Reafon  than  I  have  yet  heard  mention'd,  I  hope  it 
"  will  be  only  the  Occafion  of  receiving  a  ROYAL 
"  PROMISE  of  its  being  done  ztfome  other  fix1  d  lime. 
"  — —  A  MINISTER  is  a  fading  Flower  ;  hisMiNis- 
"  TRY  a  temporary  Bloom.  The  KING  (may  God 
"  long  preferve  his  lacred  Life  !)  is  their  only  Refuge, 
"  and  his  ROYAL  WORD  may  be  their  Truil. 

But  farther.  Did  not  all  the  minifterial  Advocates; 
particularly  Osborne  and  Walfingbam,  who  are  known 
to  write  by  Direction,  endeavour  to  engage  the  Dif- 
fenten  in  the  Intereft  of  their  Patron  at  the  laft  Elecli- 
ons,  by  repeated  Promifes  that  the  Teft-Atts  mould  be 
repeal'd,  if  a  Parliament  was  chofen,  by  their  Affift- 
ance,  on  bis  Side?  1  could  quote  a  Volume  to  this 
Purpofe  out  of  their  Writings;  but  fliall  content  My- 
felf  with  the  following  Paragraph,  from  Mr.  Walfing- 
barn's  immortal  Works,  which  is  full  to  the  Point. 

"  -f-  The  WHIGS  IN  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SERVICE, 
"  who  have  ever  been  the  moft  hearty  Friends  and  Sup- 
"  portersof  the  PROTEST AHT  DISSENTERS,  defire  to 
*'  give  Them  all  reafonable  Satisfaction,  by  repealing 
"  or  explaining  the  TESTS,  fo  that  the  Protcjlant  Dif- 
"  /enters  may  not  be  excluded  by  them.  To  this  End, 
"  the  Admimftration  defire  the  "Protcjlant  Diffenters  to 
"  chufe  their  known  and  uxfufpffled  Friends  Members 
"  of  th-e  enfuing  Parliament ;  and  if  the  Dijfenters  en- 
"  able  the  Minifters  to  carry  this  Point  againlt  all  Op- 
"  pofition,  the  Liberties  of  the  Dijfenters  will  then  be 
"  fecuied  to  all  Poiterity.  This  is  the  PROPOSIT  101% 
'«  which  the  MINISTERS  make  to  the  DISSENTERS, 
"  that  the  Admin- ft . -itier:  may  not  be  diftrels'd  in  at 

*  Rcflettiom  upon  the  Corporation  and  Teit-Afls./i.  26 
Printed  for  }.  Roberts. 

f  Free-Briton^  Qft.  25,  1733  . 

'*  tempt- 
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*'  tempting  to  gain  Them  fucb  an  Indulgence,  either 
"  through,  the  Power  of  a  Tory  Faftign,  or  through  the 
"  Combination  of  ue teran  Tories  and  apoftate  Whigs. 

Will  it  now  be  faid  that  This  was  no  Promife,  or  that 
it  ought  to  be  look'd  upon  only  as  the  Apprehenfion  of 
a  private  Writer,  when  it  is  here  poft  lively  aflerted  to 
be  the  Intention  of  the  Minifters  tbemfelves,  and  direft- 
ly  call'd  a  PROPOSITION,  which  They  made  to  the 
Diffenters  ?  Eveiy  Body  knows  that  the  Diffenters  ac- 
cepted of  this  Proportion,  and_  aftually  perform'd  their 
Part  of  the  Engagement,  with'Succefs  ;  but  when  They 
come  to  demand  the  Performance  of  the  other  Part, 
They  are  treated  juft  like  the  Southfea  Proprietorship  the 
Year  1720,  with  Regard  to  the  famous  BANK-CON- 
TRACT, and  lent  away  with  a  barefaced  Denial  of  any 
fuch  fygag£?nent. 

I  put  the  Diffenters  in  Mind,  whilftthe  Repeal  was 
then  in  Agitation,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  was 
fo  far  from  having  been  one  of  their  moft  hearty  friends 
and  Supporters,  as  Mr.  Wnlfingham  alledged,  that  Ho 
em  ploy 'd  all  his  Intereft  and  Oratory  againft  the  Repeal 
even  of  the  SCHISM  and  OCCASIONAL  CONFORMITY 
ACTS,  in  the  Year  1718;  but  They  fuffer'd  Them- 
fclves  to  be  deluded  into  new  Dependences  upon  Him, 
and  arm'd  Him  w'uhfre/b  Powers,  which  He  hath  at 
latt  generoufly  turn'd  againft  Them.  He  now  laughs 
at  their  Credulity,  and  tells  his  Confidents,  with  a 
Snear,  that  They  arc/airly  jfockfd. 

Nay,  even  his  Hirelings,  who  were  employ'd  to 
trumpet  forth  his  former  Merits  towards  the  Diffentcrs, 
in  Defyance  of  Truth  and  Notoriety,  took  the  Cue,  as 
foon  as  his  Turn  was  ferved,  and  treated  Them  in  the 
fame  infolent  and  contemptous  Manner. 

If  that  great  Statefwoman,  Mrs.  Osborne,  had  ever 
any  Thing  really  at  Heart,  befides  her  own  corrupt  In- 
tereft, it  leems  to  have  been  this  Point  of  the  Teft,  about 
which  She  made  a  lamentable  Outcry,  for  three  or  four 
Years  together ;  but  when  it  actually  came  to  a  Crijts, 

and 
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and  it  was  known  what  Part  her  Patron  was  reiblved 
to  a£l  in  it,  She  deferted  Them  at  once,  and  left  their 
Adverfaries  to  triumph  over  Them,  without  giving 
Them  one  kind  Lift,  or  defending  her  old  abftrafted 
Nonfenfe  about  natural  Rights. It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  She  feems  to  be  a  little  out  of  Humour,  in 
her  laft  Paper,  with  the  Conduct  of  her  Patron,  upon 
this  Occafion,  and  preparing  to  retire  with  the  Wages 
of  her  proftltution.  I  agree  with  Her,  that  it  is  high 
'Time  for  Her  to  have  done,  and  am  in  charitable  Hopes 
that  She  wil?  fpend  the  Remainder  of  her  Day?,  like 
ether  penitent  Sinners,  in  Acls  of  Contrition  for  the 
Guilt  of  her  paft  Life. 

Air.  Walfingham  was  always  what  is  calPd  a  tho- 
rough-paced Man,  and  never  ftuck  at  any  Thing  to  ferve 
a  prefent  Purpofe,  however  contradictory  or  ingonfift- 
ent  with  what  He  \\&dformfrly  afferted.  Accordingly, 
•whenever  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  wheedle  trie/)//- 
f enters,  He  founded  forth  the  Reafonablenefsof  repeating 
•the  Teft  as  loudly  as  Mother  Osberne  herfelf,  and  treated 
all  Perfons,  who  did  not  come  as  readily  into  ir,  or 
even  chofe  to  ftand  neuter,  as  Bigots,  factbftes,  and 
Papifts.  But  as  foon  as  his  Patron  thought  fit  to  take 
the  Church  into  his  Protection,  He  was  not  only  filent, 
but  infults  Them  for  *  repining  at  the  Continuance  of  the 
TESTS,  after  what  hath  been  already  done  for  Them 
by  the  Act  of  Toleration.  He  now, tells  Them,  as  a 
Reafon  for  not  repealing  thefe  Laws,  '-  f  that  they 
"  have  been  eihblifh'd  \x\.\\efrfixty'andfeve9tjYe4ars  ; 
"  and  that  the  Queilion  Cyf  taking  them  away  hath 
"  been  VERY  LARGELY  DEBATED,  infcur  fucceed- 

"  ing   Reigns." So   fays  this  worthy  Gentleman* 

upon  the  prefent  Occafion ;  though  He  was  formerly 
pleafed  to  reprefent  Me  as  a  downright  Tory,  at  leaft, 
only  for  obferving,  J  that  the  Repeal,  or  Explanation  of 

*  See 'Gazetteer,  March  19,  1736. 

f  Ib. 

%  Frte-Britnt,  Oft.  25,  1733. 
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the  TESTS,  was  a  DISPUTED  POINT.  He  is  guilty 
of  the  like  Contradiction,  with  Relation  to  NATURAL, 
RIGHTS,  which  He  pkaded  as  an  Argument  for  re- 
pealing the  Teft-4flst  in  the  Tree-Briton  before-cited  { 
bur,  in  the  Gazetteer  of  March  the  19th,  1736,  He 
treats  all  People,  "  who  advance  THIS  CLAIM,  as  HO- 
*'  NEST,  BRAVE  and  HEROicK  PERSONS,  but  no  more 
"  qualify  d  to  govern  a  Nation,  or  to  model  its  Laws, 
"  than  WILD  MEN,  who  run  naked  in  the  Woods,  and 

"  never  underload  the  Meaning  of  civil  Society. """- - 

Juft  after,  He  ridicules  a  certain  Writer,  whom  He  calls 
this  Advocate  for  the  RIGHTS  OF  NATURE,  as  one  not 

endow'd  with  the  Gift  of  COMMON  SENSE. I  leave 

the  fagacious  Mrs.  Osiornt  to  determine  Who  is  here 
meant ;  and  if  She  will  forgive  Mr.  Walfingham,  I  am 
ready  to  do  the  fame,  with  all  my  Heart. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  leave  all  the  fenfible,  uncorrupt 
Dijfenters  in  the  Kingdom  to  refleft  upon  the  late 
Conduit  and  Treatment  They  have  received  from  'Thofe, 
in  whofe  Intereft  They  exerted  Themfelves  with  ib 
much  Vigour.  D. 

f  Free-Br;tmyOft,z5,  1733. 


VOL.  XIV,  Ff  SATUR- 


338         Vbe  CRAFTSMAN.     N°  510. 

PjP*¥*^&  B^MT'2><159r5a^?^fTUO 

Pppylii£p 

SATURDAY,  4>;v7  IO,  1736. 


The  Examination  of  the  Preliminaries,  cr  Plan  of  Peace, 
continued',  in  which  the  Cafe  of  the  TUSCAN 
PORTS  is  particularly  confide?  d. 

To     CALEB     D'ANVERS,     Efq. 

C    /    P 

' 

>  A  V  I  N  G  {hewn  the  Importance  of  the 
Dutchies  of  LOR  A  IN  and  BAR  to 
FRANCE,  the  Reaion  is  obvious  why 
the  Gazetteers  have  taken  fo  much  Pairis 
to  depreciate  them,  and  perfuade  the 
World  that  France  is  bur  an  inconfide- 
rable  Gainer  by  the  Conclufion  of  this  War  ;  as  if  it 
were  to  pafs  for  an  eftabli/h'd  Maxim,  that  She  was  al- 
ways, upon  fuch  Occafiom,  to  go  on  increafing  her 
Dominions. 

But  the  Bufinefs  of  tbefe  Writers  was  to  flicw,  -in 
Support  of  their  Patrcris  Aflertion,  that  there  was  no 
•ESSENTIAL  VARIATION  bttivetn  the  LAST  YEAR'S 
PLAN  OF  ACCOMMODATION,  propofed  by  Us,  .and  the 
prcfent  Preliminaries  ;  or,  as  the  States-General  }\a\-e 
worded  it,  in  their  Anfwer  to  the  Memorial  of  the 
Marquis  de  £t.Gilles>  *  that  tktj  dxft  GREATLY 
DIFFER.  Whether  all  the  Articles  \\ere  then  com- 
municated to  Them  leems  to  be  very  d  .obtful,  not 
only  from  the  cautious  Manner  of  exprefling  Them- 
ielvcs,  upon  that  Head,  but  if  what  tht  Gazetteers  faid 
at  firft,  \vith  Regard  to  Lorain,  was  all  that  even  our 


^ 

*  Gazetteer,  March  16- 
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Mini/ten  knew,  it  is  now  plain  They  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  Articles  ;  for  it  was  afierted, 
"  *  that  the  Offion  of  tbefe  Dtitehie:  to  f ranee  was 
"  not  to  take  Effeft  till  the  Duke  of  Lorain  is  in  full 

"  Pofleffion  of  Tufcaw,  Par-ma  and  Placentia'. 

"  "\  But  the  farmer  Part  of  this  Argument  was  contra- 
"  dieted,  as  a  late  Writer  observed ,  by  \AizPreJimina- 
"  ria,  as  they  are  publifh'd  ;  which  fay  that  King 
"  Staniflaus  jhall  have  the  IMMEDIATE  POSSESSION 
"  of  the Dutcby  of  BAR  ;  and  I  have  been  informed, 
"  jays  He,  that  the  wbo/e  Dominions  of  LOR  A  IN  are  to 
"  be  deliver'd  up  to  France^  in  Confideration  of  an  An- 
"  nuity  to  the  Duke,  in  Lieu  of  the  Revenues,  till  the 

"  Vacancy  of  Tufcany  happens."-- Every  Body  is 

now  ieniible  that  this  Information  was  too'  true,  though 
the  Subftance  of  it  was  not  in  the  Preliminary  Article, 
which  have  been  publilh'd  ;  and  it  is  faid  that  Ibme 
Difficulties  have  already  ariien,  upon  that  Head. 

The  Dutcbies  of  Tie/cam,  Parma  and  Placentia  were 
to  have  been  given  to  the  Emperor,  by  the  Plan  of  Ac- 
tommodation  lait  Year,  in  Exchange  for  Naples  and  Sicily 
allotted  to  Don  Car/as.  But  how  i.>  this  Scheme  alter'd 
at:  prefenr,  though  without  any  eflential  Variation? 
Why,  the  Duke  of  Lorain  is  to  have  Tufcany,  in  Ex- 
change for  the  Cefiion  ot  Lorain  and  Bar  to  France, 
which  mult  therefore  be  reckon'd  a  very  inconfiderable 
Acquifition.  But  as  that  Point  hath  been  fufficiently 
expiain'd  already,  let  us  now  con  fid  er  the  Variation  in 
another  Light. 

Jf  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  prefcnt,  etteft  Arch- 
Dutfbefs  fhould  die  without  Iffue,  the  Duke  of  Lorain 
and  bit  Family  will  be  the  Poffeflbrs  of  tbefe  Dutcbies, 
or  Tufcany  alone,  if  That  only  is  given  in  Exchange 
for  his  own,  and  consequently  the  Power  of  the  Houj'e 
<(f  Auftria,  in  the  fecond  Daughter,  will  be  fo  far 
E  f  2  weakened, 

Gazetteer t  Jon.  16.  •{•  Some  Obfervations  en 

the  prejent  Plan  cf  Peace,  tsV.  p.  27. 


. 


340      T^CR  A  FTSMAN.      N°cio, 

weaken'J,  as  to  be  render'd  unable,  even  upon  the 
Suppofuion  of  a  right  Ballance  of  Power  by  this  Treaty, 
to  prelerve  it  upon  that  Foundation.  Now  This  would 
have  been  prevented,  if  the  Dominions  of  Lorain  h.id 
been  given  to  the  next  of  Kin  in  that  Family.  But,  in 
the  prefent  Ca'e,  where  fhail  We  look  for  a  Power,  ca- 
pable of  making  a  StanA  againtt  France  ?  Have  not  the 
Hiches  of  the  Italian  Dominions  always  caft  fuch  a  Splen- 
dor over  the  Poverty  of  the  German  ones,  that  People 
have  been  fo  far  deluded  with  it,  of  late,  as  to  enter- 
tain dreadful  Apprehenfiom  from  the  exorbitant  Power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  ?  Was  it  not  even  thought  ne- 
eeffary  for  Us  to  give  our  Afliflance  in  reducing  it,  by 
very  extraordinary  Expentes,  and  too  frequent  Votes  of 
Credit  ?  But  no  fooner  had  the  Emperor  loft  tbefe  Pro- 
vinces than  all  Europe  was  fenfible  of  his  Weaknefs,  and 
juftjy  alarm'd  for  Tbemfek'fs. 

la  the  Plan  of  Accommodation,  no  Notice  was  tajsen, 
as  I  remember,  of  the  TUSCAN  PORTS  ;  but  the  giv- 
ing of  them  ro  Don  Curios,  by  the  Preliminaries,  is  cer- 
tainly of  a  dangerous  Tendency  ;  for  though  they  may. 
have  been  conuder'd,  at  prefent,  in  Point  of  Revenue 
only,  and  therefore  thought  an  inconfiderable  Sacrifice, 
for  the  Sake  of  Peace,  they  have  been  formerly  look'd 
upon  as  Places  of  great  Importance,  and  all  the  Argu- 
ments upon  that  Subject  being  much  ftronger  now  than 
they  were  then,  I  mull  trouble  You  with  lome  of. 
them. 

In  botb  the  Partition  Treaties,  France  was  to  have 
had  Naples,  Siiih,  the  Tufcan  Ports,  and  the  Marqui- 
fate  of  Final-,  "  *  and  were  fo  much  afraid  of  miilak- 

ing,  that  after  They  had  comprehended   them  in  ge. 

neral  Terms,  They    fpecify   each   under    its  proper 

Name.      Tbcfe  fane  Ports,  which   have    formerly 

been  call'd  the  MANACLES  OF  ITALY,    in  Hatred. 

to  the  Spaniards,  \viJl  become  really  fo  in  the  Hands 

"  of 

*  Statt  Traffi*  vol.  3.  /.  147. 
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"  of  Trance,  who  doubilcfs  will  ufe  them  with.  Dexte- 
**'rirj?  enough  to  ci.fl.ive  all  the  reft  'cf'tl.-at  Continent ; 
"  for  being  Mafters  at  Sea,  nothing  'Will  be  more  eafy 
"  thin  to  attack  Tufcar.--;  by  that. Way,  whilft  their 
tevLand  Armies  poffefsThemJelvcs  of  \\KEtc1ep6fticdl 
"  State,  on  one  Side,  and  of  Piedmont  and  LonZaray, 
"  on  the  other. 

"  If  the  French  pretend  the  °[:ifcan  Ports  (33  ac-. 
"  ceffional  to  the  two  Kingdoms,  that  are  to  be  incorpo- 
"  rated )  are  ncccffary  to  prderve  a  wuiua!  Communi- 
"  cation,  no  Man  ought  to  be  fiirprized  ;  for  they  are 
f>  of  great  Ufe  to  them.  But  if  They  have  no  o.tker 
"  View,  why  do  They  not  leave  the  MarquL'ate  of 
"  Final  to  the  Duke  of  Lorain,  being  a  Part  of  the 
'<  State  of  Mu'an,  which  They  h'ave  Ripulated  for  Hirri 
"  by  the  Treaty,  fince  the  little  Port,  or  rather  Road, 
"  which  belong-;  to  that  Place,  is  of  no  Confideration 
"  to  fecure  the  Command  of  tbat  Sea  ?  The  Rcafon  is 
"  evident ;  for  They  look  upon  Milan  only  as  a  Thing 
"  depofitcd  in  the  Hands  of  the  Duke,  which  They 
"  may  take  when  They  will,  and  therefore  refolve  to 
"  keep  the  Keys,  that  They  may  enter  when  it  is  con- 
"  venient." — Every  Body  mult  fee  th:it  the  eventual  Suc- 
ceffion  (lipjlnted  for  the  Duke  of  Lorain  is  much  more 
precarious  now,  than  it  was,  in  the  other  Cafe,  when 
both  Parti -s  were  to  enter  into  PofTeffion  of  their  re- 
fpedtiv'e  Shares  at  one  and  the  fame  Time.  But  I  will 
n6t  make  any'  farther  Obfervations  upon  this  Head,  till 
We  have  feen  what  was  the  Opinion  of  Great  Britain 
an-ii^r^V/^xipOnit. 

In  the  U'icnd  grand  Alliance,  Art.  5-,  it  is  particu- 
larly fcipuhted,  "  that  the  Confederates  mail  ufe  their 
•^'atmoiT.  Endeavours  to  recover  the  Kingdoms  of 
"  Naples  and  5;>z'/v,  and  the  L^NDS  and  ISLANDS  .on 
<v  the.  Coails  of  7ujc,wy,  in  the  Mcdiic rranean,  that  be- 
"  long  to  the  Spar.ijb  Doiriinions,  and  may  fe'rvc'to  the 
"•fame  Parpofc,  (That  is,  fee ur ing  ^"Emperor's  b>- 
"  reditarj  Countries)  and  will  alio  be  of  Advantage  to 
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"  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  the  Sabjefts  ^frfhe 
"  King  .of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  aud  of  the  UNITED 
".PROVINCES  -  ... .*  .;•  ,  •  .  , 

Negotiations  for  a  Peace  were  fet  on  Foot,  in  the 
Year  1709  ;  but  not  fucceeding  then,  they  were  re- 
rew'd  the  following  Year  at  Gertrutdenberg,  and  the- 
"French  made  fevcral  Proportions  for  giving  Part  of  the 
fpanijb  Dominions  to  tl^e  Duke  of  AKJOU.  I  cannot 
ilate  this  Affair  in  a  fhorter  V/ay  than  from  the  follow- 
ing. Paragraph-of  the  Declaration  of  Count  Sinzendorf, 
the  Imperial  Miniftcr>  upon  the  Propositions  made  there 
on  the  2 1  ft  and  zzd.  of  Martb  1710. 

"  *  As  to  the  Difcourfes  and  Propofitions  of  the 
•'  faid  Mir.ifters  ( i.  e.  the  French  Minijlers,)  one  need 
*'  only  obferve  how  they  have  been  made  by  Degree?, 
>f  to  ice  that  they  would  be  the  Ruin  of  the  Houle  of 
"  Axftria,  as  well  as  of  the  Allies,  and  confecjuendy 
"  of  all  Eurcpe  ;  for  F.S  to  what  concerns  the  Kingdoms 
44  of  Naples  and  Sisify,  or  one  oftbeje  Kingdot/is  in  par- 
"i'tjculaf,  I  have  already  fhewh,  by  a  -f-  feparate  Wri- 
"  ting,  how  the  Proportion,  for  giving  up  both,  or  one 
"  if  tbffe  Kingdoms,  to  the  Duke  of  Anjutt,  is  unjujt, 
**  captious,  and  not  to  be  accepted  by  the  Hottje.  of 
*'  Aajlria  ;  and  it  is  the  fame,  with  Regard  to  the  Pro- 
*'  pofition  for  giving  Him  Naples,  Sardinia,  and  the. 
"  PLACES  fituated  on  the  Coafts  of  Ttijtatiy  ;  crSici/y,' 
*'  Sardinia,  and  the  faid  Places  ;  and  as,  in  al]  theie 
*'  Propofitions,  tne  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  either  of  Nap/ci, 
*'  or  Sidly,  is  brought  in,  and  They:  have,  jpin'd^  by 
"  Degrees  Sardinia,  and  the  four  Places  of  '7;;jai>:y,  it 
"  is  furprizing  that  France  will  return  to' the y^>.Yp/r- 
"  pojttlotis,  in  different  Shapes,  and  with  Places 
"  bttrtjttl,  asthePoRTs  OF  TUSCANY  and  S^EDI- 
",-NIA.  The  w  hole,  together  and  feparate,  tend,  only  • 
"  to  make  Franc  .Juiilrefs.of  the  Corame;ce  of  the 

!'  tyftfWH     ~ 

*  Lambert^-jieL  6.  /.  42.    .          t  U.  vt/. 
f-  37- 
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'*  MEDITERRANEAN  and  the  LEVANT,  and  to  ag- 
•''grandizc  Her  by  new  Conqueftsr— <-—  This  was  not 
only  the  Opinion  of  the  Imperialifts ;  for  the  Progrfefs 
of  f/krf/  NfgoiiaticK  (hews  that  it  was  likewife  0/w.r,  and 
That  of  our  Allies,  with  Regard  to  the  TUSCAN 
PORTS.  France  had  long  infiftcd  upon  -Naples,  Sicify, 
&c.  for  the  Diike  of  Anjon;  "  *  but  their  la  ft  De- 
mand was  only  Sicily,  Sardinia,  and  tiitTufean  Ports. 

-There  was  no  Difpofition  in  any-  of  the  Allies 

to  give  up  tbefe  Places  ;  her  late  Maje/iy  having  be- 
fore made  it  known  that  She  would  not  confent  to  it. 
Several  other  Princes  amongft  the  A/lies  were  of  the 
fame  Opinion  ;  and  the  Minifter  of  Saroy  appear'd 

the  moll  againit  it." From  hence  We  may  judge 

of  the  Importance  oftbofe  Places  ;  fince  it  appears  from, 
the  above  Memorial  that  when  only  four  of  them  were 
demanded,  We'  and  cur  Allies  thought  the  Ceffion  of 
them  to  be  of  fach  a  dangerous  Nature  to  our  Jntereft, 
and  the  groxv ing  Power  of  France,  (though  given  to 
artottierPrir.ce  of  the  Hovfe  ofBoitrbo?i,  with  Sicify  arid 
Sardinia  only )  rhat  We  refufed  to  comply  with  it  at  a- 
Time  when  France  offer'd  to  restore  all  the  reft  of  the 
Fpwijb  Dominion  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  There  can- 
r.ot  ne  a  ilronge,r  Proof  that  the  Importance  of  tbefe  Pla- 
ces was  well  eonfider'd  and  underftood,  at  that  Time, 
frnce  fo'high  a  Value  was  put  upon  them  by  both  Sides. 
Can  therefore  the  giving  all  fix  of  thtm  now,  with  the. 
Ifle  'tifE'tbe;  to  the  fame  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon (becaufe  the  fine  Kingdom  of  Naples  is  fubftituted^ 
in  the  Room  of  the  poor  Iflard  ^Sardinia)  be  lefs  de- 
trimental to  the  *Ir'ade  of  this  Nation,  or  lefs  dangerous 
to  the  Ballance  of  Fewer  in  Europe  ? 

'But,  perhaps,  a  move  particular  Enquiry  into  the  Rea- 
fons,  Which  induced'  this  Naiion  to  confider  them  in 
inch  an  important  Light  as  We  have  ever  done,  may  be 
the"  be'ft  Way  of  flic  wing  how  much  it  is  againft  our 

htereft 

t  vol.6,  p.  54,  55. 
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Inter  eft  that   they  fhould  ever  be  given  to  any   of  die 
Bourbon  Family. 

By  the  Partition  'Treaties,  the  Crown  of  France  was 
to  have  been  put  in  PoiTedion  Qi^tbefe  Ports,  with  N.i- 
pks  and  Sicily ;  the  natural  Conk-qjcr.ee  of  which  mutt 
have  been  tr-at  the  Trench,  in,  a  few  Year?,  would 
have  been  Mijters  (f  all  Italy  ;  for  there  would  have 
been  no  Pitnce  left  there,  able  of  Him felf  to  make  any 
Oppofition ;  nor,  confidering  their  Situation,  and  the 
Ppffeffipns  of 'France,  would  They  be  capable  of  receiv- 
ing any  Succour  from. the  maritime  Powers,  or  from  any 
others;  fo  disjointed  and  incommunicable  would  They 
have  been  rendered  to  the  red  of  Europe. 

The  Apprehenfion  of  This,  and  the  Danger  of 
Fratufs  becoming  Miilrefs  of  the  Levant  Trade,  made 
the  Importance  of  tbele  Ports  fo  much  confider'd  at  the 
Treaty  of  Gcrtruydcnbcrg ;  though  they  were  then  to  be 
pia^ea  in  the  Hands  of  a  fcparate  Prlr.cs  of  that  Fa- 
mily, as  they  are  at  prefent,  with  Itj's  Dominions  ir: 
Italy  \  whilit  the  Houis  of  Auflria  ^vas  to  keep  PoiTeCi- 
on  oi  as  much  Power  and  Territory  there,  as  is  now 
left  Them,  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  into  the  Bargain. 
AJ  tljt  Difpcftion  wauld  have  therefore  given  LV  the 
Advantage  of  the  Spanijb  Ports  in  the  WfJiterranean, 
We  fliould  not  have  been  liable  to  fo  much  Dependence 
upon  the  good  Will  of  Francs,  or  the  Hcufc  of  Biurborit ' 
for  our  Mediterranean  and  Lwant  TrfiJe,  a^  \\re  muit 
bs  at  present,  when  all. _thefe  Coun:ries  are  in  the 
Hands  of  the  fame  Family. 

The  V'ie.v  of  France  in  all  her  Endeavours  to  o'.-tain 
tbefe  Ports  hath  been,  no:  only"  for  the  Sake  of  2  Qjm.- 
munication.  between  Them  and  Naples,  &r.  but  as  Pla- 
ces, that  gave  Them  a  Po'.ver  of  err.ering  into  the  veiy 
Bowels  of  Itfifyi  at  any  Time.  Nor  mull  it  be  forgot 
how  much  They  had  it  at  Heart,  in  a  former  War 
with  Spai'r.,  to  ge.t  PofTeilion  of  tb-:r;  PLccs ;  by  jMeans 
of  which  They  would  then,  as.  They  may  hereafter, 
uanfpojt  their  Fc:ccs,  £nd  ailerub!;  :h;na  whoever 
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They  pleafe,  with  all  imaginable  Safety,  upon  a  Coaft 
in  a  Manner  intirely  made  their  own. 

The  Dukes  of  Savoy  ( thofe  fhifting  Princes,  who 
liave  gain'd  on  all  Sides,  by  pofleffing  the  Barrier  be- 
tween France  and  Italy)  might  well  apprehend  their  In- 
lignincancy.as  well  as  Danger,  if  France  had  another 
Way  of  coming  there  j  nor  were  They  wanting  to  ex- 
prefs  their  Fears,  upon  the  Ceffion  of  Tufcanj  to  Don 
Car/os. 

As  to  Great  Britain,  Leghorn  will  be  of  little  Ufe 
to  Us,  in  Times  of  War,  without  theft  Ports,  which 
\vill  make  it  abfolutely  unfafe  to  carry  on  any  Trade 
but  by  Squadrons  of  Men  of  War ;  fo  bcfet  will  that 
Cojift  be  by  the  Enemy's  Ports  ;  and,  3~  fuch  a  Time, 
to  what  other  Parts  of  the  Ltz'ant  can  We  pofTibly  trade 
with  any  Security,  when  We  confider  that  our  Enemies 
will  be  in  PofTeflion  of  all  the  Ports  of  Naples  and  Si- 
eily  too. —  But  That  is  too  melancholy  a  Coimderatioii 
to  be  dwelt  upon  any  longer. 

It  is  true,  We  fliall  have  the  Port  of  Leghorn  open 
to  affift  the  Emperor,  if  Occafion  mould  require.  But 
is  k  to  be  fuppofcd  that  We  fliall  always  have  fuch 
early  Notice,  as  to  be  able  to  fend  a  Fleet  there,  to  in- 
terrupt their  Communication  and  Entrance  into  Italy  ? 
Ought  not  the  Alacrity  of  the  French  to  give  Us  equal 
ApprehenQons  with  the  Slownefs  of  the  Germans,  upon 
thofe  Occafions;  and  may  not -the  Blow  be  Itruck,  as 
well  as  our  Trade  dellroy'd,  before  We  can  poffibly 
fend  the  Emperor  any  AffilUnce  ? 

Some  Perlbns  have  fiatter'd  Themfelves  with  a  No- 
tion that  giving  thtfe  Dominion)  in  Italy  to  a  Prince  of 
Spain  will  renew  the  antient  Friend/hip,  which  fubfif- 
ted  between  that  Nation  and  Us,  when  They  formerly 
pofiefs'd  Itafy,  as  being  a  neceflary  Support  for  main- 
taining Them  there  ;  and  from,  hence  the  fame  Pcrfons 
realbn  that  our  keeping  Gibraltar  would  be  thelntereft 
of  Spain.  1  heartily  wifh  it  may  prove  fo,  and  am  forty 
ii  is  not  more  probable  ;  for  what  could  be  the  Reafbn 

that 
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that  induced  France  to  ftipulate  the  Tufcan  Ports  for 
Den  Car  lot?  They  were  not  wan  ted,  nor  are  They  of 
any  Ufe,  for  the  Communication  between  Spain,  Na- 
ples  and  Siti-Iy  ;  but  are  of  the  greateit  I  m  pot  ta  nee  for 
the  Communication  between  Itah  and  frame  ;  which 
is  one  of  the  Reafons  why  the  latter  have  fo  earner:  iy 
infilled  upon  'them,  informer  Treaties,  as  I  have  al- 
ready fliewn.  ThisofCourfe  mud  make  the  'Prince, 
who  poflefles  them,  dependent  upon  France,  who  can 
eafily  and  readily  affift  Him,  at  any  Time  ;  whereas 
our  Aid  muft  alway  be  diftant  and  precarious.  Let  us 
litewife  confider,  from  the  Nature  of  that  Prince's  Si- 
tuation, agaisli;  Wkcm  it  i?,  that  We  are  hippo  fed  to  af- 
iiil  Him.  Can  it  ever  be  neceflary  againll  any  but  the 
Emperor  ;  and  can  We  poffibly  conceive  a  Conjunc- 
ture of  that  Nature  to  arife,  in  which  it  will  not  be 
the  more  immediate  Intereft  of  France  to  do  it,  as  well 
as  of  Us  to  fapport  the  Emperor,  as  far  at  lea  It  as  good 
Wilhes  t  If  it  can  be  fuppofed  that  France  and  the  Em" 
•perer  Ihould  ever  join  againft  Don  Carlos,  what  Ima- 
gination can  be  form'd  of  our  being  able  to  pvoteift 
Him  againli  tbafe  united  Powers  ?  The  Miftake  of  this 
Opinion  ari.es  from  not  refledting  that  at  the  Time, 
when  Spain  had  iuch  a  Dependence  upon  Us,  on  Ac- 
count of  their  Italian  and  other  Dominions,  bath  of  them 
were  in  the  Hands  of  the  Hotefe  of  Auftria,  whcfe 
whole  united  Force  was  not  fuflicient  to  defend  Them 
againft  the  overgrown  Power  of  France.  How  much 
Things  are  alter'd  for  the  better  fince,  by  oiir  late  wift 
Treaties,  and  how  long  they  are  like  to  continue  fo, 
does  not  here  require  any  farther  Explanation. 

Whilft  France  hath  the  Command  of  theft  Ports,  the 
Duke  of  Savoy's  Barrier  will  be  almolt  imirely  utelefs  ; 
for  She  may  invade  Italy  with  more  Eafe,  by  the 
commodious  Situation  of  thefe  Places,  than  by  paffing 
the  Alps..  Here  They  may  make  their  Preparation^, 
and  be  ready,  upon  the  Death  of  the  prefent  Duke  of 
to  take  immediate  Poffcffion  of  that  Dutcby  ; 
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nor  can  any  Thing  elfe  be  expected,  if  fo  imprudent  a 
Thing  mould  be  done  as  to  give  the  immediate  Poffeffion 
of  Lor  at n  to  France,  and  leave  the  Exchange  of  this 
Dutcby  for  it  to  a  future  Contingency,  when  the  Exe- 
cution of  it  may  depend  on  their  remarkable  good  Faith 
Only. 

.But  it  may  be  imagined  that  this  Point,  as  well  as 
the  Reft  of  the.  Imperial  Dominions,  will  be  effectually 
fccured  by  the  Guaranty  of  the  maritime  Powers.  Yet 
who,  that  refleds  upon  this  I  aft  War,  can  have  any- 
great  Dependence  upon  futb  Cobwebs?  We  and  the 
Dutch  were  Guaranties  of  the  Emperor's,  Dominions  be- 
fore the  Treaty  ot  Vienna  in  1731,  by  which  We  gua- 
ranty'd  the  Pragrnatick  Sanction ;  yet  as  the  War  aro& 
between  France  and  the  Emperor,  upon  the  Affair 
of  Poland,  it  became  Matter  of  Diipute  who  was  the 
dggreffir,  and  coniequently  was  made  a  Doubt  whe- 
ther it  was  a  Cafus  Fcea'eris.  For  this  Reafon,  Time 
was  taken  to  examine  into  it.  But  Naples  and  Sicily 
were  attack'd  by  the  Spanijh  Troops  alone,  who  had  no- 
thing to  do  in  the  Broils  of  Poland,  and  made  a  bare- 
faced War  upon  the  Emperor,  for  the  Sake  of  Conqucft 
only..  Yet  what  Afliilance  was  given  Him  even  there? 
Was  it  fo  much  as  confider'd  as  a  feparate  Cafe  from 
the  Quarrel  of  Poland,  though  diftincl  in  itfelf,  and  of 
more  immediate  Coniequence  to  Us?  Our  Cafe  then 
was,  as  it  probably  will  always  be,  when  We  are  call'd 
upon  to  fu-lfil  inch  /art  of  Guaranties;  which  is  one 
good  Reafon  why  We  ought  never  ro  delude  Ourfelves 
or  our  Friends,  by  entering  into  them. 

What  hath  happen'd,  and  always  will  happen,  with 
Refpe&'to  our  Guaranty  there,  was  long  ago  forefeen, 
\n  this  Caf<{  i  for  in  the  Reaibns  a  Hedged  by  Count 
Sinzendorf  againft  giving  Sicily  to  the  Dukeofy%'0», 
in  1710,;  He  lays,  "*  that  the  Guaranty  of  the  Al- 
"//>/,  however  it  may  be  made,  will  not-  protect  the 
"  Houfe  of  Aujlria  from  the  Enter  prizes  of  France 

"  upon 

*  Lambert^,  vol.  6.  /.    39. 
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upon  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  by  the  Party,    which 

'  the  Duke  of  Anjou.  hath  there  at  prefent,  and  which 

will  be  increafed  by  his  being  in    their  Neighbour- 


Ufe,  but  only  given  France  Time  to  arrive  at  that 
'  Height,  in  which  We  have  feen  Her  r 

As  This  hath  been  fo  lately  the  Cafe,  and  is  now 
icarce  pofiible  to  be  otherwife,  considering  how  much 
Italy  will  be  put  under  the  Power  of  the  Bourbons,  by 
this  Treaty,  our  Guaranty  would  be  of  very  little  A- 
vail  there/  mould  We  be  never  fo  willing  and  ready  to 
make  it  good.  Why  therefore  fhould  We  enter  into 
fo  ufelefs  an  Engagement,  which  can  only  throw  Us 
under  Difficulties,  but  not  make  IK  more  able  or  wil- 
ling to  aflilt  Thofe,  to  whom  We  plight  our  Faith, 
than  We  fhould  be  without  it,  if  We  find  it  for  our 
Intereft,  and  are  in  a  proper  Condition  ?  Late  Experi- 
ence mews  Us  that  it  ferves  only  to  deceive  our  Allies, 
by  making  Them  depend  upon  falfe  Hopes  and  Secu- 
rities, for  the  Prefervation  of  tbofe  Places,  which  They 
would  have  better  provided  for  and  defended,  had  it 
not  been  for  fuch  vain  Amufemenrs.  The  Emperor 
had  Notice,  long  enough  before  the  Rupture  with 
France,  to  have  been  better  prepared  in  Italy  ;  and  it 
is  not  improbable,  conlidering  of  how  much  greater 
Advantage  thofe  Provinces  are  to  Him  than  the  Domi- 
nions of  the  Empire,  that  He  would  have  taken  more 
Care  of  them,  had  He  not  fondly  imagined  that  the 
maritime  Powers  would  have  thought  the  Caff  of  Gua- 
ranty did  exift  there,  and  that  it  was  more  eflentially 
their  Intereil  to  preferve  thofe  Dominions  to  Him,  than 
their  entering  into  the  Broils  of  Germany,  occafion'd  by 
the  Kkttion  of,  a  King  df  Poland,  which  had  therefore 

induced 
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induced  Him  to  draw  his  Forces  together  for  his  De- 
fence in  Germany  ,  si  tt&fc\b  • 

Guaranties,  in  the  prelent  Form,  are  of  a  modern 
Invention.  Their  Original  was  owing  to  the  Imagi- 
fnation  of  weak  Princes,  that  They  feould  be  able  to 
upport  Themfelves  by  tbefe  Means,  and  tye  up  the 
Hands  of  the  flronger  with  Paper  Chains.  But  will 
dear-bought  Experience  never  teach  Them  otherwife  ? 
This  general  Method  of  negotiating  arofe  from  the  Time 
of  leaving  off  the  Cuilom  of '/wearing  to  the  Obierva- 
tion  of  Treaties  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner.  Power 
and  Intereft  having  fhevv'd  how  inlignincant  the  Tyes 
of  Oaths  were,  in  that  Cafe,  the  Cuilom  was  laid  jrfide, 
and  this  ridiculous  one  of  Guaranties  hath  been  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  Room,  as  more  binding.  There  was,  at 
leaft,  one  Ufe  in  die  former  Method  more  than  in  the 
present  \  for  Princes  then  knew  the  treaties  and  Obli- 
gations They  laid  Themfelves  under,  which  may  now 
be  fometknes  conceal'd  from  Them  by  their  Minifters. 

Upon  the  whole,!  as  it  can  never  be  prudent  for  this 
Nation  to  enter  \i\tofucbfort  of  Obligation^  fo  it  cap 
never  be  necefiary,  and  therefore  by  all  poffible  Means 
ought' to  be  avoided. 

I  fhall  trouble  You  with  but  one  Letter  more,  mew- 
ing 'from  the  Alterations  in  Italy,  that  France  and 
Spain  would  be  fufficient  Gainers  by  this  Treaty,  with- 
out Lorain  and  the  -Taj can  Ports  ;  to  which,  I  fhall  add 
my  Reaibns  for  writing,  at  prelent,upon  tbefe  Subjects. 

O.  1  am,  $  IR,  &(.. 

^  jkm  *4**      -  '  I 

-.•,--        -.'•   •     ,;,a    i.    .-,   :    i... 
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The  Examination  of  the  PRELIMINARIES  concluded. 
To   C  A  L  E  B    D1  A  N  V  E  R  S,    Efa 

SIR, 

Believe  a  fliort,  hiftorical  State  of  Fa&s 
will  beft  /hew  the  Height  of  Power,  to 
| '  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is  arrived, 
the  vaft  Extent  of  their  Acquifitions,  and 
the  ErTefts  of  the  '  prejetit  Alterations 
in  ITALY  ;  which'  will  of  themfelves 
furnim  more  and  better  Obfervations  to  many  than  J 
am  either  willing,  or  able  to  .mate. 

France,  after  the  Acquifuion  of  Brittany,  (  fince 
which  She  hath,  at  no  one  Time,  made  any  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  LOR  A  IN  will  be  to  Her  )  began  to  ftruggle 
for  *h  abiolute  Power  in  Europe,  and  made  fuch  a 
Stand  againft  the  Emperor,  Charles  the  ^tb,  (  poiTefs'd 
as  He  \vas  of  all  the  Spanijb,  Italian,  and  Imperial  Do- 
minions )  as  gave  fufficient  Evidence  of  her  lifing  Pow- 
er, and  how  little  We  mould  ever  have  to  apprehend 
from  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  whilft  it  fliould  have  the 
un-enriching  Countries  of  the  Netber/anJf,  with  the 
Italian,  and  Imperial  ones  only  ;  and  cfpecially  if 
France  at  the  fame  Time  fhould  be  greatly  increafed  in 
her  Dominions.  The  Treaty  of  Munfter  fhew'd  her 
Superiority.  The  Pyrenean  Treaty  enlarged  Her  fo 
much,  that  She  fet  no  Boan-ds  to  her  Ambition,  and 
made  Her  wantonly  iniult  over  fcveral  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope. Nor  were  We>  or  more  properly  our  Governors, 
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wanting  in  our  Affiilance  to  that  End  j  for  even  Crom- 

ivel  help'd*  it  forward,  allured  by  '"Dunkirk,    the  View 

of  perforial  Security,  and  getting  PofTe  (lion  of  Ibme  Part 

of  the  Indies  for  "this  -Nation.     Charles   the  zd,    from 

much    different  and   worfe   Motives,    did  the  fame  ; 

which  at  -laiV  gave  -this  -Nation    fuch-  an    Alarm,  tha; 

the  Hsuj'e  of  Commons,  .in  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majcity, 

upon  the  Marriage  of  the  Prince  of  .Orange,    oblerved, 

They  could  grant  no  Supplies  for  the  War,  unlels 

his  .Majefty  and  his  'Allies  would  engage  not  to  lay- 

down  their  Arms  till  the  Treaty  of  the  Pyrenees  WES 

perform'd,  and  the  French  King  reduced  to  the  Con- 

dition He  was  then  in. 

The  Power  of  France,  which  had  been  fo  impolitick- 
ly  nurfed  up,  had  like  to  have  been  f.iul  to"  our  Liber- 
ties ;  but  the  Revolution  and  the  grayed  Alliance  be- 
tween the  Emperor,  the  States  G;7.v<w/,  and  Us,  was 
our  Prefervauon  at  that  Time,  and  enabled  Us  to 
make  the  Stand  We  did.  By  that  Treaty  We  promifed 
and  engaged  to  affitt  the  Emperor  with  all  our  Forces 
in  taking  Pofleilion  of  the  Spatnjh  Monarchy,  &c.  in 
Cafe  the  King  of  Spain  ftiould  die  without  I  flue  ;  b"ur, 
inftead  of  This,  We  were  '.anally  drawn  into  Partition- 
ing, and  the  War,  which  Toll  ow'd  it,  brought  us  to 
another  grand  Alliance,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Bali 
lance  of  Europe.  We  were  then  fo  fen  fible  of  our  Er- 
ror, in  giving-  Loraln  by  Way  of  Exchange  to  France, 
with  Naples,  Sully,  and  the  Tufcan  Ports,  that  *  They 
and  the  Lanth  and  I/lands  on  tie  Coafts  of  Tufcany  are 
the  only  Things,  which  We  absolutely  engaged  to  ob- 
tain for  the  Emperor  by  War,  as  a  Satisfaction  for  his 
Right  to  the  whole  Spani/b  Monarchy  ;  of  fuch  great 
Importance  were  thefe  Places  then  thought.  Some 
Alterations  were  rmde  in  this  Treaty  by  another  with 
Portugal  in  1703  ;  in  which  We  engaged  to  place  the 
prejent  Emperor  on  the  Throne  of  Spain.  But  as  the 

*  Art.  5.  of  the  grand  Allyance  in  1701. 
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Italian  Dominions  are  the  Point  r.ow  in  Difpute,  I  fha// 
not  trouble  You  with  any  Thing  upon  that  Head  ;  and 
having  already  Ihewn  what  pa.s'd  concerning  Them,  at 
the  Time  of  the  Gertru^dcnltrg  Negotiation,  Jet  us 
next  enquire  what  was  done  in  Ccniecuence  of  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht . 

The  Italian  Dominicvs,  with  the  I/land  of  Sardinia, 
wee  given  to  the  Emperor,    ar:d"&>//v  to  the  Duke  of 

Savoy. This  Treaty  was   highly"  blamed  by  the 

Wbigi  ;  and,  upon  the  Accefficn  of  the  present  Royal 
Family,  the  Mmljlen  cor.cern'd  in  it  weve  impeach'd. 
I  need  not  menrion  the  Pfrjbn,  who  then  chaiged  the 
Ceilion  of  Sicily  to  the  Duke  cf  S.woy,  and  thereby 
leaving  the  Ewperor  too  weak  in  Italy,  as  a  criminal 
Matter  upon  ffyftfe  Minifters.  This,  r.o  Doubt,  was 
founded  upon  our  Engagement  with  the  Etftyercr  at  our 
Entrance  into  the  War,  and  the  vifible'Tntereft  of  this 
Nation,  in  Point  of  Trade  there.  Ttefam^Hand  af- 
terwards fign'd  a  Treaty,  in  1716,  between^  the  Em- 
peror and  his  late  Majefty  ;  in  which  They  promife 
-  "  \  mutually  to  defend  each  other,  and  to  preferve 
"  Themfelves  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Kingdoms,  Pro- 
"  viHces  and  Rights,  in  the  Condition  they  no\v  are, 
*'  which  either  of  Them  aflual/y  bath  and  enjeys~ 
*'  or  which,  during  the  Continuance  of  this  'League, 

"  They  fhall  by  mutual  Conient  acquire.'1'' Ic  may 

be  here  proper  to  forget  fame  Aequj/itions,  which  were 
lately  made  in  the  North,  together  with  the  Deduc- 
tion, that  might  be  drawn  from  thence  of  the  Caufes, 
which  have  brought  Europe  to  the  prefent,  melancholy 

Crifis. But  to  our  prefent  Point. 

Sicily  was  foon  after  attack'd  by  Spain,  and  We  en- 
eaged  in  the  Quarrel.  Whether  We  did  it  for  our  own 
Intcrcjlt  or  in  Confequence  of  the  Treaty,  or  both,  as 
they  are  above  flated,  is  not  now  the  Confideration  . 
but  in  Juftice  ro  the  honourable  Per/on,  who  had  fo 

f  .*•/.  2. 
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great  an  Hand  in  that  Affair,  his  confident  Behaviour 
when  out  of  Place,  in  the  Year  1718,  ought  never  to 
be  forgotten. 

By  this  Step  We  broke  Mcafures  with  .Spain  ;  and  to 
let  us  right  again,  the  eventual  Succeffion  of  Don  Carlos 
to  Tufcany,  Parma  and  Placentia  Was  fecured  by  the 
Quadruple  Alliance.  Yet  Peace  was  nor  reftored  be- 
tween the  two  Nations  till  1721,  by  the  famous,  pri- 
vate Treaty  of  Madrid,  whilft  We  were  Mediators  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  Emperor.  The  Year  before,  feve- 
ral  Treaties  and  Partitions  were  made  in  the  North,  for 
the  Sake  of  Peace  only  ;  and  the  Emperor  gave  Uneafi- 
nefs  to  a  certain  great  Power,  by  not  readily  concur- 
ing  mfome  /^ietas,  that  were  thought  to  be  founded  on 
the  Treaty  of  1716.  This  Treaty  of  I72i,between  Spain 
and  Us,  had  an  Article  for  the  Secrecy  of  it.  From  whom 
could  it  be  neceflary  to  be  kept  fecret,  but  from  the  E.'/:- 
peror,  or  the  PEOPLE  of  this  Nation  ? 

This  was  the  Situation  of  Europe,  when  the  Incident 
of France's  fending  back  the  Infanta  of  Spain  gave  a  new 
Turn  to  Affairs ;  and  from  thence  the  wildeft  Imagi- 
nation immediately  arofe  of  an  ttnherfal  Monarchy  in 
DON  CARLOS,  which  could  be  counterbalanced  by- 
nothing  but  the  ever-memorable  Treaty  of  Heincvei',. 
fo  happily  calculated,  and  by  Experience  found  fo  ef-. 
feftual,  for  clipping  the  Wings  of  that  young  Prijice. 
Nay.  We  were  even  told  that  what  had  been  already 
ftipulated  for  Him,  by  former  Treaties,  was  againft  the 
Interest  of  all  the  Powers  in  Europe,  and  put  in  Mind 
of  the  Coiijequences,  that  would,  attend  it  ;  in  which 
the  Predictions  of  a  Court  Writer,  for  once,  proved 
too  true.  As  for  Great  Britain,  in  particular,  He  told 
vis,  "  *  that  ''if  Don  Carlos  fhould  ever  fucceed  to 
"  Tufcany,  LEGHORN,  the  Mart  of  our  Mediterranean 

«'  Trade  would  be  in   his  Pcfi'effion. And  that 

"  We  might  as  well  give  up  Gibraltar  and  Porttnabou, 

*  Britljb  Journal,  Jan,  4,   1728-9.- 
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"  which  would  be  oflittle  Service  to  Us,  in  that  Cafe. 
Notwuhitanding  This,  a  Treaty  was  foon  after- 
wards made  to  carry  Him  thither  ;  the  natural  Effefts 
of  which  were  more  attentively  confider'd  by  his  Im- 
perial Majefty ;  and  therefore  not  complying  with  it 
more  read.-'!}'  than  He  had  done  with  fowf  firmer  fiews, 
the  Seeds  of  Diflention  between  the  two  Courts  were 
row  ripen'd  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  a  Plan  was  laid  for 
attacking  Him  in  Ifa/y  and  upon  the  Rhine,  which  hath 
fince  been  fo  fatally  executed. 

Not  contented  with  taking  thefe  Steps  to  force  the 
Emperor  to  a  Compliance  with  tire  very  Thing,  that 
had  been  declared  fo  detrimental  to  Us,  the  contracting 
Parties  in  the  Treaty  of  Seville  would  not,  in  Return, 
guaranty  the  Pragmatick  Sanction  to  Him  any  farther 
than  ''•  *  with  Relation  to  the  States  of  Italy,  and  with 
"  their  free  Confent  ;  or  to  one  cf  his  Daughters  only, 
"  whom  He  fhould  chufe  to  iucceed  Him  in  tbofe  Dv- 

"  minions,  with  the  Confent  of  the  fald  States." 

Thefe  two  Proportions  were  fo  limited,  that  the  Era- 
ferer  jafily  exprefs'd  his  Surprize  at  them  ;  and  in  his 
Anfwer  to  them  fays,  f  "  that  it  was  having  Vicv.i 
"  very  oppofue  to  Peace,  and  the  Ballance  of  Europe, 
"  to  reftrain  the  Guaranty  in  QueiHon  in  this  Man- 
«'  ner."  •  •  Who  can  be  iurprized  that  France  fhould 
contend  for  thus  dividing  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of '  Auj- 
tria  ?  But  that  We  and  the  Dutch  fhould  be  fo  far  de- 
luded ( by  Her,  at  kaft  )  as  to  join  in  making  This 
the  Ultimatum  cf  the  Allies  of  Seville,  is  what  will 
fcarce  be  believed,  or  comprehended  ,in  future  Time?. 
It  is  and  ever  will  be  a  Queftion,  what  was  to  have  be- 
come of  Flanders,  and  the  reft  cf  the  hereditary  Domini- 
ons in  Germany.  Were  they  to  becamonM  out  amongft 
feveral  Pretence'?  ;  or  wss  it  imagined  that  after 
weakening  the  Imperial  Fa'xify  by  this  Divifion,  the 

*  Rouffet,   vol.   5.  />.    131. 
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Remainder  might  have  been  preferved  united  ?  Yet 
even  then  was  it  poffible  to  conceive  that  This 
could  have  been  feuled,  without  future  Broils,  or  a 
fufficient  Power  left  in  Germany  to  preferve  Flan- 
ders for  a  Barrier  to  Us  and  the  Dutch,  or  even 
Germany  itfelf  againft  France  ?  Does  not  every  Di- 
minution and  Divifion  of  the  Power  of  the  Haafe  of 
Auftria  increafe  That  of  France,  though  none  of  the 
Dominions  thus  taken  from  it  fhould  fall  to  her 
Share  ?  The  left  able  one  is  to  oppofe,  the  more 
able  the  other  will  be  to  opprefs. 

This  Guaranty,  as  propofed  by  the*  Allies  of  Se- 
ville in  their  Ultimatum,  was  of  fuch  a  Na- 
ture as  fhew'd  the  World  that  We  thought  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Power  In  Europe  would  be  in  no  Danger,  if 
the  Italian  Dominions  were  feparated  from  the  reft 
of  the  Imperial  o?tes.  But  hath  not  This,  with  our 
former  Derfgn  of  attacking  the  Emperor  there,  been 
one  Reafon  why  He  hath  been  fo  attack'd  ?  Hath  it 
not  convinced  Him  that  We  do  not  look  upon  Ita- 
ly in  the  fame  Light  as  We  were  wont  to  do  » 
and  that  We  mould  be  more  unlikely  to  engage  in 
its  Defence,  fince  our  only  Confideration  in  this 
Cafe,  could  have  been  to  throw  the  Prince,  who 
was  to  have  poflefs'd  tbofe  Dominions,  an  Arch  -Dutcbefs 
into  the  Bargain  ? 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  1731, 
We  guaranty'd  the  Emperor's  Succejfisn,  for  very 
good  Reafons,  in  a  different  Manner,  and  obtain'd 
the  Honour  of  tranfporting  Don  Carlos  to  Leghorn  ; 
thouc.h  We  were  formerly  fo  apprehenfive  o*-  Him 
for  Qurfelves,  and  all  Europe.  Yet  of  fuch  Impor- 
tance is  Leghorn  now,  that  it  is  thought  fit  to  take 
it  out  of  his  Hands  again,  at  the  Expence  of  Na- 
ples, Sicily,  and  the  Tufcan  Ports. 

Ever  fmce  the  Notion  of  an  over  grown  Power 
in  the  H'jufe  of  Aujlria  hath  arifen,  there  have  been 

fuch 
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fuch  continual  Fluctuations  in  all  our  Meafurcs,  that  it 
is  fcarce  poffible,  from  outward  Appearances,  to  recon- 
cile the  Motives  of  our  Tranfaclions,  for  two  Ye.irs,. 
with  one  another  ;  but  nobody  can  wonder  that 
whomade  theTieaty  of  Hanover,  the  Treaty  of  5:- 
ville,  and  the  Vhimatum  cf  the  Allies  upon  it,  fhoulcl 
approve  of  the  prefent  Preliminaries,  which  all  tend 
alike  to  weaken  the  Emperor,  as  tkofe  Perfens  may  lay 
in  a  Claim  to  rome  Merit  in  the  late  Negotiations  ;  and 
the  only  Thing  They  car.  diflike  in  them  (though  not 
ESSENTIALLY  varying  from  their  own  Plan  of  Ac- 
commodation) is  that  the  Emperor's  Dominions  are  now 
left  better  compacted  together  than  They  were  formerly 
defign'd  to  have  been,  by  Them. 

'Ibis  Nation  hath  been  long  ufed  to  conflder  the  Af- 
fairs of  Italy  m  a  very  different  Manner;  and  though 
from  the  Situation,  to  which  We  arc  reduced,  We  muft 
give  \Ti\ofome  Alterations  there  ;  yet  furely  it  is  to  be 
wifh'd  that  they  may  be  fuch  as  will  the  kaft  afFeft  our 
Trade,  and  not  render  us  totally  unzble  to  fupport  the 
prefent ',  defigti'd  Ballante  of  Power  in  Europe. 

TheTafcax  Ports  and  Lorain  ought,  if  poffible,  to  be 
faved.  The  King  of  Sardinia 's  Share  of  Milan,  and 
the  Ceffion  of  Naples  and  Sicily  to  Don  Car /a,  are 
Things  of  fuch  Importance  to  the  weakening  of  the 
Emperor,  that  France  and  her  Allies  ought  to  be  fatif-. 
fy'd  with  them.  Let  it  be  confider'd  how  much 
more  powerful  the  Houfe of  Boarlon  is  now  made,  ths-. 
They  were  left  even  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecbt.  Hr.:>. 
not  Experience  ihewn  us  that  Trsr.cs  can  be  Friends 
with  Spain,  whenever  She  will  ?  The  Quarrel  with 
Spain  m.  the  late  Reger.fs  Time,  in  1718,  nay  even 
That  about  fending  back  the  Infanta  were  of  but  fm;:U' 
Duration,  when  1  hey  had  a  Defire  of  being  Friends 
again  ;  and  the.  Dupes  a  certain  -Nation  tvere  made  in 
it  mould  never  be  forgot.  Their  late  o\  prefent  B'-jf  •  - 
nice,  if  it  may  be  now*  cali'd  fo,  is  eanly  reconcileabfe 
again,  whenevei-  Francs  flail  find  it  rrer  Interei: 

what 
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what  hath  given  Occafiem  to  it  but  the  Queen  of  Spain's 
unwearied  Attempts  to  aggrandize  her  Son,  at  any 
Rate  ?  Nor  is  it  the  firft  Check  of  this  .Nature,  which 
She  hath  met  with,  by  too  precipitate  Hafte.  France, 
fo-ever  defirous  of  diminifhing  the  Dominions  of  the 
Haufe  of  Auftria,  will  always  find  a  Prince  ready  to 
accept  them  in  Don  Carlos  ;  which  will  not  give  the 
Relt  of  Europe  ib  much  Alarm  as  if  France  took  them 
to  Herfelf ;  and  yet  will  as  effeftually  weaken  the  Em~ 
fsror.  It  is  jullly  to  be  apprehended  that  This  may 
foonbe  the  Ciie  again,  upon  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Tufcaay  ;  for  as  France  cm  be  no  longer  jealous,  from  the 
Mirriageof  Don  Car  fas  with  \\\t  eldejt  Ar  cb-D  lit  chef st 
that  this  Branch  of  the  Houj'e  of  Bourbon  will  be  fupe- 
rior  in  Honour,  and  equal  in  Power  to  Herfelf,  He 
may  be  again  play'd  off  by  Her,  to  ferye  farther  Pur- 
pjies. 

It  was  certainly  a  Stroke  of  good  Policy  in  the  French, 
though  it  might  not  have  been  one  of  the  Preliminary^ 
Articles,  that  the  Duke  of  Lorain  fhould  be  marry  a 
before  the  Treaty  was  finiuYd,  or  any  Thing  re  (bred  > 
for  by  thefe  Means,  all  Hopes  of  future  Negotiations 
between  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  about  fuch  a  Mitch, 
are  ttopt,  and  the  Emperor  will  be  forced  to  be  more 
complying  in  the  Execution  of  thzPrehminarief  ;  fome 
ErTedls  of  whk'h  are  already  feen. 

Having  thus  taken  a  fhort  View  of  what  hath  pafs'd, 
in  Relation  to  Italy,  as  well  as  whit  may  be  juftly  ap- 
prehended for  the  future,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  one 
Reafon  for  writing  tbefe  Papers  was  to  put  Us  upon 
our  Guard  in  that  Refpect,  and  not  imprudently,  or 
unnecefTarily,  fuffer  Ourfelvei  to  be  drawn  into  a  GUA- 
RANTY, which  is  in  its  own  Nature  fb  direflly  oppo- 
fite  to  the  true  Intereft  of  t'?ii  Nation. 

Another  Reafon  wa-  •  .  the  Mini/ten,  who ;  com- 
municated the  Prelim'.-:.:rlfs  both  here  and  at  the 
Hague,  were  faid,  in  molt  of  the  News-Papers,  to  dc- 
elare,  "  that  the  fecret  Articles  related  folely  to  the 

«  Me- 
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"  Method  to  be  taken  for  reiroving  all  Impediments  to 
*'  the  Execution  of  tki.<  Treaty,  and  no  Ways  concerned 
"  the  maritime  Powers,  in  any  Point  whatever."  — — 
Notwithstanding  which,  and  \\hat  hath  been  already 
faid»,  the  Gazetteers  applyM  the  whole  a -.ci  every  Pa:  c 
to  the  Condudl  and  Knowledge  of  their  Patfc-n.  Tksfc 
Papers  were  an'.wer'd,  and  very  ftrcng  Arguments 
alledged  againft  our  entering  into  any  new  Guaranties, 
upon  dm  Account. 

As  no  Man  could  ever  charge  our  "hlwjler  v.'irh  be- 
ing the  Author  of  the  Preliminaries,  (:o  fame  Articles 
of  which  He  was  utterly  a  Strange:)  it  w;s  hoped,  at 
leaft,  that  nobody  wculd  make  Kim-elf  ?n  v  t 
them,  by  guarantying  ihem.  But  1  in:e  haih  d 
that  Hopes  were  given  fiom  Ifr  ard  d&cDifffb''tif'ji(cb  a 
Guaranty  ;  v.-h:ch  call'd  upon  1  hofe,  \s  'no  vvifti  well 
to  tlicir  Country,  to  fhcvv  the  Ccn!cqgerces  of  whai 
was  doing,  before  it  was  too  Lite  ;  and  lv.cc  the  writ- 
ing of  my  ether  Letters,  upon  this  Subjcd,  I  luve  th'e 
Pleaiure  to  find  the  following  Article  from  the  Hague, 
viz.  "  *  It  is  aflVed  that  Mr.  Trevor,  who  is  charged 
"  with  the  Management  of  the  Britljb  Affairs  here, 
"  hath  declared  to  thei-  Higb-Migb tine/ft s,  that  when 
"  bis  Britannick  Majeliy  approved  the  Preliminaries,  and 
"  confentcd  to  give  Htpes  of  his  Guaranty,  He  by  no 
"  Means  defnn"d  that  the  Powers  interefted  Jhould  con- 
"  ceive  Expeftations  that  He  would  engage  for  any 

"   Thing    NOT     ACTUALLY     STIPULATED     IN      THE 

'•  SAID  PREL  JMIKA  R.1E6  i  avdtbat,for  bis  own  Part, 
"  in  Cafe  any  DEVIATIONS  were  made  from  the  LET-^ 
"  TER  of  them.  He  could  mt  but  think  Himfe/f  at  Li- 
"  berty  to  do  as  H  >  V.  — It  is  faid  that/to  At- 
"  fiaer  hath  given  great  Satisfaction  to  their  High 
"  Mjghtinejfis,  who  would  be  glad  to  quit  their  Hands 
"  of  Engagements,  which  can  never  do  Them  any 
"  G;od,  but  may  Harm"  —  I  am  very  glad  to  rind 

*  Daily  Advert ifer,  March  22,  1735-6. 
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Myfelf  prevented,  in  this  Manner,  from  urging  anv 
farther  Arguments  to  ftiew  that  the  Alterations  in  we 
Preliminaries,  now  on  the  Carpet,,  give  us  both  an  Op- 
portunity, and  more  Reafon  than  ever,  not  to  enter  into 
the  Guaranty  of  them;  and  I  hope  what  hath  been 
faid  will  rather  tend  to  ftrengthen  that  Opinion  than  in 
any  wife  alter  it. 

We  all  fee  the  Effe£b  of  our  /ate  Negotiations,  for 
twenty  Years  part  ;  and  that,  for  the  Sake  of  getting 
over  the  prefect  Difficulty,  We  have  conftantly  plunged 
ourfe'ves  into  a  greater  ;  which,  as  it  hath  prevented 
the  Payment  of  our  Debts,  hathlikewife  exhaufted  Us, 
at  the  fame  Time,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  We  were  not 
in  a  Condition  to  do  much,  at  the  late  terrible  Crifis 
of  Affairs.  It  irmft  therefore  be  the  Defire  of  every 
M^n,  who  hath  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation  at  Heart, 
and  who  fees  the  Poverty  of  the  Country,  that  We 
Ciquld  keep  Ourfelves  out  of  new  Engagements,  and 
take  all/  Opportunities,  by  laving  unnscejj'ary  Expences, 
to  pay,  off  our  Debts,  and  eafe  the  People  of  their  Taxes, 
tjhat  We  may  be  able  to  prevent  the  farther  Extenfion 
of  Wofa  Mifcbiefs,  which  We  have  at  prefent  fo  much 
fcoafcn  to  dread. 

^ttfc 

a  H  f    MI    a  3  T  A 


' 
' 

I  N  D  EX 


THE 

INDEX 


T  O    THE 


Fourteenth  Volume. 


A. 

ADvertifement ;  concerning  the  Bank-Contrafl,%i — 
Of  a  fine  large  Dove  to  be  feen,  258. 

j£gypt;  famous  for  Divination,  287. — Aix  (  la  Cba- 
pelle )  fome  Remarks  upon  the  Treaty  made  there, 
313. 

Alberoni  (  Cardinal )  his  Character  and  Condudt  in 
Spain,  260. 

Alliance  (grand  )  fome  Remarks  u.pon  it,    341 — 351, 

Ambajfadors  ;  compared  to  Stroller.'?  30. 

A bie  (  Mr  )  lome  Extradls  from  his  Speech  before 

the  Houfe  of  Lords,  concerning  the  tzv  o  Infuratice 
Companies,  \  36 —  Vindicated,  with  Relation  to  the 
"Bank  Contrafi,  142 —  ibme  farther  Extrafts  from 
his  Speech  before  the  Houfe  of  Lordi  concerning 
the  Bank-Contratf,  148. 

Ar- 
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Argument  urn   ( Anti-normann'uum  )    (a  Book   ib   call'J} 

fome  Extracts  from  it,   3. 
Ariftepbanci ;  fome  Remarks  on  a  Paffage  in  one  of  his 

Comedies,  43. 
Army-   (ft anding)     how  .  introduced  by   Degrees  into 

this  Nation,  76 — The  Reafonablenefs  of  reducing  it 

at  preient,  279. 
Auftion  (political)  an  Account  of  one,  82. 

B. 

BAnk-Contraft  ;  fome  Account  of  it,   26—50  — 
i  79  —  An  Advertifement  concerning  it,  8 1  —  A 

farther  Account  of  it  promifed,  104  •—  127  —  That 

Subjeft  examined   at  large,  131  — 140—  155  — 

Summ'd  up  and   concluded,    165. 
Ear  on  s  (antient)  what  They  properly  were,  12—98. 
Bifoops  »   the   Difference   between   antient  and  modern 

ones,  1 15  —  The  Character  of  a  good  Bifhop,  122. 
Boetie  (Stephen  de  la)  fome  Remarks"  on  his  Difcourfe 

of  voluntary  Servitude,  73. 

Bootle  ( Mr.)  his  Opinion  upon  the  Bank-Contraff,  79. 
Bribery;  the  Mifchiefs  of  it,  176. 
Bull  (Bifhop)  his   Behaviour   towards   a  Clergyman, 

who  offer'd  Him  a  Bribe,  119. 
Burnet  ( Bifhop )  his  Opinion  of  Commenaams,  \  20  — 

His  Obfervation  upon   the  Beginning  of  King  Henry 

the  8/£'s  Reign,  169. 

C. 

CArlos  (Don)  the  Reafon   of  giving  Him  the  Tuf- 
'  can  Ports,  345  —  How  much  formerly  dreaded, 

Charles  ( the  \ft,  King  of  England)  ruin'd  by  fupport- 

ing  his  odious  Minifters,  272. 
Charles  (the  id,  King  of  England)  blamed  for  giving 

up  the  Lord  Clarendon,  272. 
Cbejhire  (Serjeant)    his  Opinion  upon  the  Bank-Con* 

trail,   79. 
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Colonies  (Britijb)  in  Need   of  immediate  Relief,  284. 

Comtiiendams  ',  condemn'd  by  Bifhop  Burnet,  120. 

Commons  (Hcufe  of)  the  antient  Conititution  of  it  con- 
fid  er'd,  i  —  12  —  The  Power  of  it  in  the  Reign  of 
Edward  the  j//,  18 — When  the  Practice  of  packing 
it  was  firft  feton  Foot,  20  —  Some  farther  Confide- 
rations  on  the  Antiquity  of  it,  36  —  Some  Remarks 
on  the  late  Bil1,  for  limiting  the  Number  of  Officers  in 
that  Houfe,  85  —  The  Antiquity  of  it  farther  con- 
lider'd,  96. 

Conjlitution  ;  feme  Confiderations  on  our  antient 
and  modern  Conjlitution,  36  — -  74  —  96  — 
Remarks  on  the  Ecclejiajlical  Part  of  our  antient 
Conjlitution,  202  —  The  fame  Subject  explain'd  »t 
large,  222  ' —  229  —  237. 

Corruption;  the  Miichiefs  of  it,    176. 

Cotton  '(Sir  Robert)  his  Opinion  of  the  Ad  de  Heretieo 
combunndo,  239. 

Court;  (Count*)  the  Power  of  them  in  former  Times, 
i          jj  ••"•  > 

40. 

Craggs  (Secretary)    how  far  concerned    in   the.j?tf#£- 

•     Cor.tr aft )   \ 46 . 

Cuftoms  (national)  the  prodigious  Force  of  Them  ex- 
plain'd, 72.  - 

D. 

rs  (Tbeopbilus)    his  Letter  to  his  tlnrle 
Caleb,  concerning  the  Number  of  Officers  in  the 
oufe  of  Commons,  85. 
Debt  (national)  the  i!l  Effects  of  it,  278.  d8l 

Di/enters  (Protejlant)  how  They  have   been    ufed  a- 

bout  the  Repeal  of  the  Teft-dcJ,  329. 
Dudley  ;  Bifhop  Burnett  Obfervation  upon  ] 
and  Punifhment,  269. 


235. 

Edward 


•iard  (the   zJ,  King  of  England)   fome  Remarks 
pan  hi;  Coronation  O.itb,  i  7  - —  Suffers  the  Court  of 

slcme  to  gain  Ground,  236. 
Edward  (the  3,/,  King  of  England)  The  Power  of  the 

Ho  ufe  of  Cm  mom  in  his  Time,   1 8  —  The  Glories 

and  Bleffings   of   that    Reign,    193  —  199  —  His 

Character  by  feveral  Authors,  206  — Some  Remarks 

on  his  Conducl,  with  Relation  to   Church  Affairs, 

236. 

Edward  (Prince  of  Wales)  his  Character,  205. 
Edward    (the  ^tb,  King  of  England)    exempts  the 

Clergy  from    the  Jurifdidion    of  the  Civil  Courts, 

241. 
Elizabeth  (Queen  of  England)  an  Inftance  of  her  Wif- 

dom,  275. 
E tap/on  >  Biihop  pttrnefs  Obfervation  upon  his  Difgrace 

and  Punifhment,   269. 

England  (  Church  of)   how  originally  founded,  224. 
Engine  ;  fbme  Account  of  one  for  letting  frejb  Air  into 

pub  lick  AJfemblies,  303. 

Epifcopacy,  how  improved  in  this  Kingdom,  115. 
Europe ;  fome  Remarks  upon  the  prefent  State  of  it, 

226. 
Exchequer ;  the  Expences  of   managing  it  compared 

with  thofe  of  the  Soutbfea  Company  and  the  Bank  of 

England,   281. 

Excifes  ;  how  introduced  by  Degrees  into  this  King- 
dom, 77. 
'Eyes  ;  an  Efiay  upon  the  Diilempers  incident  to  them, 

i86. 

B    rmd  *sv£  •'  * 

p. 

\~^Able  ;  of  the  Batt  and  the  two  Weafels,  293. 
^    Yellows  (Sir  John)   his  Speech  to  the  S'jutbfea 
Company,  139. 

Forejigbt  (Rachel)  her  Letter  to  Mr.  D'Anven,   con- 
cerning the  prophetical  Endowments  of  Womankind, 

286. 

H  h  2  Fontaine 
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Fsntmng  (  Monfitur )  his  Fable  of  the  Baft  and  :ffte 
two  Weafeh  imitated,  293. 

Fr.wft  ;  her  vaft  Acquisitions,  313  — The  Importance 
<>f  Lofaift '  to  that  Kingdom,  316  —  And  of  the 
Tufcan  Ports,  340  —  Farther  Remarks  upon  her  Ac- 

Trederic  ( Prince  of  Wales)  fets  up  two  Statues  to  the 
Memory  of  King  Alfred  -and  the  black  Prince, 

' 

G. 

f~*\Azetteer  (Baity)  An  Account  of  the  Inftitution 

VJC'  °^ t:^  PaPer>-  46  —  Some  Remarks  upon  it,with 
ReJation~to  the  Bunk-Contra  ft,  50  —  104  —  127  — 

-  The  fame  Subjed  examined  at  large,  in  Ahfwer  to 
that  Paper,  131  — Remarks  upon  the  fame,  with 
Relation  to  the  Preliminaries  vf  Peace,  310. 

Gertruydenlxrg   {Treaty  of)    fome   Remarks  upon  it, 

342- 
Grub  (Courtly,  Efqj )  his  Defence  of  national  Poverty 

208 
Guaranties  i  lome  Remarks  upon  them,  326  —  34.7  »- 

357- 


H. 

HAncver  (Treaty  of)  fome -Remarks  upon  it,  353. 
Henry  (the  ijt,  King  of  England)  fome  Remarks 

on  his  Reign,  with  Relation  to  Church  Affairs,  231. 
Henry  ( the  zd,  King   of  England)  fervilely  fubmits  to 

the  Pope  on  Account  of  Beckefs  Murther,    232. 
Henry  (the  3^,  King  of  England)  the  State  of  Church 

Affairs  in  his  Reign,  235. 
Henry  ( the  $th,  King  of  England)  paffes  an  Aft  for 

burning  Hereticks,  2$8 — Sir  Robert  Cotton's,  Opi- 
nion of  it,  239. 
Henry  ( the  $tb,  King  of  England)  fome  Account  of  his 

Conduct  with  Relation  to ^Cburcb  Affairs,  240. 
Henry  (the  6th,  King  of  England)  The  State  of  Church 

Affair;  VR.  his  Reign,  240. 

Henry 


INDEX 

Henry  (the  7^,  King  of  England)  keeps  the  Cbureb 
upon  the  fame  Foot  as  He  found  ir,  241. 

Henry  (the  8tb,  King  of  England)  his  Character  as  to 
Religion,. 245  —  Bifhop  Burned  Obfervation  upon 
the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  269. 

Huff  (John)  for  what  burnt,  245. 

I. 

|-<*»«  (the  iy?,  King  ot  England)  a  great  Enemy  to 
I    Witches,  290. 

ycrome  (of  Prague)  for  what  burnt,  245.         r^v 

Infurance  (Companies)  feme  Account  of  them,  136. 

Joan  (of  Arc)  fome  Account  of  Her,  287. 

John  (King  of  England)  his  fcandalous  Submiffion  to 
the  Pope,  233. 

John  (King  of  France}  one  of  his  Sayings,  253. 

Juftices  (of  the  Peace)  formerly  chofen  by  the  People, 
40. 

K. 

\7"Ent  (Earl  of)  how  drawn  into  a  Plot  by  Mortimer 

JV^  and  beheaded,  196. 

Kings  ;  how  eafy  it  is  to  make  Them/elves  popular  in 
this  Nation,  250 — To  what  their  Misfortunes  have 
been  chiefly  owing,  25 1  —  Some  Marks  of  their  be- 
ing under  miniflerial  Influence  255 — The  Danger 
of  it  farther  explain'd,  270. 

L. 

LAntaJhire ;  famous  for  Witches,  278. 
•  Letter j ;    from   an    anonymous    Hand    to  Mr. 
D^Anvers,  with   fame  Remarks  on  a  Book  intitled, 
-{•'the  Cafe  of  the  Jinking  Fund,  22  —  From  another  to 
the  fame,  concerning  Strollers,  28  —  From  another 
to  the  fame,    upon  Kving  dead  Men,  43  —  From 
•  ,-Jnck  Ramble  to  the  fame,  with  an  Account  of  th« 
Inftitution  of  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  67  — FromPbi- 
idetha  to  the  fame,  concerning  the  Bank-Contraftt 
•jq  —  from  an  anonymous  Hand  to  the  lame»  with 
«'H  H  h  3  an 


INDEX. 

an  Account  of  a  political  AuBion,  in  which  feveral 
Countries  in  Europe  arc  put  up  to  Sale,  82  —  From 
Tt:  -(,pbUus  TPAnvers  to  the  fame,  concerning  the 
Number  of  Officers  in  the  Houje  of  Commons,  85?— 
From  A.  B,  to  the  fame,  upon  the  Danger  of  Li- 

.  Icrty,  173  —  From  P.  O.  to  the  fame,  with  Spen- 
cer's Account  of  Afer/w  and  his  antient  Cave,  179  — 
—From  Courtly  Grub,  Efq;  to  the  fame,  in  Defence  of 
national  Poverty,  208  —  From  an  anonymous  Hand 
to  the  fame,  concerning  the  minifterial  Writers,  z  \  6 
From  another  to  the  fame,  with  Relation  to  MrS. 
Osberne,  265  —  From  Rachel  Forejight  to  the  fame, 
concerning  the  prophetical  Endowments  of  Womankind, 
286  —  From  Caleb  VAnvers  to  Francis  Walftngbam, 
Efq;  upon  the  prtfent  Plan  of  Peace,  295  —  From 
T.  'T.  to  the  lame,  with  fome  Remarks  on  a  Project 
for  letting  frejb  Air  into  publ'uk  Afomblies,  203  — 
From  an  anonymous  Hand  to  the  fame,  upon  the 
Preliminaries  of  Peace,  310  —  From  the  fame  to  the 
lame,  concerning  the  Importance  of  Lorain  to  France, 
316 — From  the  fame  to  the  lame,  in  which  the 
Cafe  of  the  Tufcan  Ports  is  particularly  confider'd, 
338  —  From  the  fame  to  the  fame,  with  the  Con- 
cluiion  of  this  Subject,  and  the  Reafons  for  writing 
upon  it,  350. 

Lewettyn  (Prince  of  Wales)  fome  Account  of  Him, 
185. 

Liberty  ;  how  Cuflom  crazes  all  Senfe  of  it  out  of  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  73  —  The  Danger  of  it  far- 
ther explained,  173. 

Lollards;  when  They  began  to  multiply,  239  —  Some 
Account  of  their  Doctrine,  244. 

Ltrain  ;  the  Importance  of  that  Dutchy  to  France,  299 
—  Explain'd  at  large,  3 16  —  338. 

Luxury,  the  Mifchirfs  of  it,  178.  LJHJ 


INDEX. 

' 

M. 

'  Adrid  (private  Treaty  of,  in   1721)   fome  Re- 
marks  upon  it,  353. 

larrall  (Mr.)  his  Character/  33  —  Compared   to  the 

late  Duke  of  Marlborovgb,  35. 
Marvel  (Andrew)  his  Difcourfe  upon  the  Improvement 

of  Epifcopacy  in  this  Kingdom,  115. 
Merlin  ;  a  Description  of  his  new  Cave,  106  —  127  —• 

Spencer's  Account  of  Him  and  his  old  Cave,  179. 
Militia  ',  the  only  flanding  Army  in  former  Times,  41. 
Minifters  ;  Some  Marks  of  their  being  politically  defunfl, 

44  —  Have  been   the  chief  Occafion  of  the  Misfor- 

tunes of  our  Princes,   251  —The  great  Benefit    of 

tailing  Them  to  Account,  269  —  Their  Artifices   to 

avoid  it,  271  —  The  Vilenefs  of  Perfidy  in  Them 

againft  their  own  Country,  329.^ 
Montagne  ;  his  Character  of  Stephen  de  la  Boetie,  73. 
Mortimer  (Roger)  fome  Account  of  his  Adminiftration, 

193  —  Condemn'd  and  executed,   197. 
Mortmain  (Statute  of)  fome  Observations  upon  it,  235. 

O. 

OR/eans  (Maid  of)  fome  Account  of  Her,  -287. 
Osborne  (Mrs.)  fome  Remarks  on  her  Writings 
concerning  our  antient  Conftitution,  97  —  Proved  to 
be  a  Plagiary,  125.  —  Farther  Remarks  upon  her 
Works,  217  —  227  —  248  —  265  —  Her  Conduft 
towards  the  Dif  enters,  with  Relation  to  the  Repeal 


-,   335. 

P. 

Arliaments  ;  the  antient  Conftitution  of  them  in 

England  confider'd,    i  —  1  2  —  The  Power  of 

them  in  .the  Reign  of  Edward  the  3^,  1  8  —  When 

thePraclice  of  Packing  them  was  firft  fet  on  Foot, 

20  —  Some  farther  Confiderations  on  the  Antiquity 

of 
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of  them,  36  —  96  —  The  Freedom  of  them  not  fuf' 

ficiently  iecured,   285. 
Parties  (Diflertation  upon)  vindicated,  102. 
Partition  (Treaties)  fome  Remarks  upon  them,  318  — 

34°  • 

P — / — n  ( the  induftrious  Mr.)  Mufter-Majler  and  Pre- 
veditor  General vi  \hzminifterial  Writers*  is  fent  for 
by  a  certain  great  Man,  and  order'd  to  faggot  Them 
up  in  a  new  Paper,  call'd  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  68. 

Peace;  what  denominated  good  or  bad,  277 —  Some 
Remarks  upon  the  prefent  Plan  ef  Peace,  197  — 
Not  the  Intereft  of  England  to  guaranty  it,  300  — 
The  fame  Subjeft  examined  at  large,  3 10  —  338  — 

35°- 

Perfidy;  the  Blacknefs  of  it,  328. 

Players;  compared   to  Ambajfadors,  3 1 . 

Pluralities ;  detefled  by  the  antient  Bijbops,  1 20  — 
The  Character  of  a  modern  Pluralifl,  ib.  ^ 

P y  (Mr.)  vindicated,  with  Relation  to  the  Bank- 
Contra  ft,  157. 

Poverty  (national)  a  Defence  of  it,  208. 

Pnemunire  (Statute  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  201 
—  238. 

Prerogative  ;  not  abolifh'd  at  the  Revolution,  103. 

Provifors  (Statute  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  201  — 
238. 

Publicans ;  certain  Hereticks  fo  calPd,   229, —  244. 
' 

Q^ 

Veens ;  their  great  Share  in  the  Management  of 
State  Affairs  explain'd,   259. 

R. 

R  Amble  (Jack)  his  Account  of  the  Inftitution  of 
the  Daily  Gazetteer,  67. 

Rapin  (Monfieur)  accufcd  of  Dulmfs  by  Mr.  Wai- 
Jingbam,  247. 

Refer  mat  itn 
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"Reformation  (of  the  Church  of  England)  how,  and  by 
what  Degrees  brought  about,  S^uiwonal 

Revolution  (in  1688)  impertinently  vindicated  by  Mrs. 
Odor-ne,  102. 

Richard  (the  i_/?,  King  of  England)  the  State  of  Church 
Affairs  in  his  Reign,  233.  — ^— -S 

Richard  (the  2/i,  King  of  England)  firft  fet  the  Prac- 
tice of  packing  Parliaments  on  Foot,  19 — The 
State  of  Church  Affairs  in  his  Reign,  237 —  Flat- 
ter'd  by  his  Favourites'  for  his  Steadinefs,  272  — 
Ho\v  ruin'd  274. 

Ripptrda  ( Duke  de)  his  Character  and  Conduft  in 
Spain,  263. 

P.yfwick  (Treaty  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  314  — 
316. 

S. 

- 

SAxons  (antient)  extremely  addifted  to  Religion, 
226  —  243. 
Selden  (Mr.)  his  Definition  of  the  antient  Barons  of 

England,   13. 
Servitude    (voluntary )     Remarks    on     a   Book     fo 

cali'd,  72. 

Seville  (Treaty  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  354. 
Sheriff] ;  formerly  chofen  by  the  People,  40. 
Sbipton  (Mother)  an  Account  of  Her,  287 — An  Ex- 
planation of  one  of  her  Prophecies,  288. 
Sibyls  (antient}  fome  Account  of  them,  286. 
Sinking    Fund  ;     Remarks    on    a    Book     intitled   the 

Cafe- of  the  finking  fund,  22 —  53. 
Sinzendorf  ( Count )  his  Remarks  on  the  Propofitions 

of  the  French  Minijlers,  at  the  Treaty  of  Gertruy- 

denberg,  342. 
Slavery;  how  Cuftom  familiarizes  it  to    the  Minds  of 

the  People,  73  — How  prone  the  the  People  are  to 

it,   173, 
Soutbfea  (Scheme}  how  far  Sir  R  —  W  —  was  con- 

cero'd  in  it,  50 —  133. 

Spain 
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Spain  (,Qvieen  of )  her  great  Power  and  Dexterity   in 
Politicks,  260.  r   »-' 

Spfxftr  ;  his  Accounfof  Merlin  and  hisc//  Cw,  179. 

Stefidinefs ;  diftinguifh'c!  from  Qbjimac^  271. 

5/^*  (King  of  England]  fome  Account  of 
Affairs  in  his  Reign,  232. 

Stockjobbing',  the  Milchiefs  of  it,  175. 

Strollers ;  an  Effay  upon  Them,  28. 

•*«•£-        r 

Ty/A'  \Windcw}  how  the- People  have  been  fa- 
miliarized to  it,  78  —  How  nearly  it  refem- 

.    bles  the  Chimney-Tax^  ib. 

'lax   (Chimney)  for  what  Reafons  abolifh'd ,   78. 

Taylor  (  Dr. )  of  what  great  Ufe  to  the  Publick',  186. 

Tift  (facrametital)  how  the  Dijfcnten  have  been  ufed 
about  the  Repeal  of  it,  329. 

Timber  (Crown)  what  Care  ought  to  taken  of  it,  283. 

Tranftation  (of  Bijhops)  formerly   deem'd  fcandalous, 
116. 

Treafon  ( Statute  of )  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  200. 

Treaties  ;  a  Sort  of  political  Comedies,  32  —  Some  Re- 
marks on  the  Treaty  of  4ix  la  Cbapelle,  3 1 3 

On  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwic,  314 —  316 —  On  the 
Partition  Treaties,  318  —  340  —  On  the  Treaty  of 
Gertruydenberg,  342  —  On  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
352  —  On  the  private  Treaty  of  Madrid,  in  1721, 

253  — On  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,    353 -On 

the  Treaty  of  Seville,  354. On  the  Treaty  of 

Vienna,  in  1731,  355. 

Trenebard  ('Mr. )  his  Prcpofal  for  reducing  the  natio- 
nal Expences,  280. 

Tufcany ;  lome  Reflections  on  granting  the  Ports  upon 
that  Coaft  to  Don  Carlos,  300  —  The  Importance 
of  them  particularly  confider'd,  338. 
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y£r/<tf  (Abbot  de}  his  Obfervations  on  the  volun- 
tary Poverty  of  the  antient  Romans,  210. 
Vienna.  (Treaty  of,  in  1731)  fome  Remarks  upon  it, 

Utrecht  (Treaty  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  351. 


W  —  —  (Sir  R  —  —  )  how  far  He  was  concerned 
in  the  Soutbfea    Scheme  ,and   the  Bank-Con- 
tra ft,  50  •  —  The  fame  Subjeft  examined  at  large, 
133  —  141  —  i(j6  —  166  --  How  He  hath-  tried 
-     the  Diffenters,  about  the  Repeal  of  the  Teft-Aft,  330. 
Walfingham   (Mr.)  his  Account  of  a  new  Paper  call'd 
the  Gazetteer,  46  —  Some  Remarks  upon  his  Pa- 
pers, concerning  the  Number  of  Officers  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  85  —  Proved  to  be  a  Plagiary,  126  — 
His  -Conduft,  with  Relation  to  the  Bank-Ctuttraft, 
130  —  142  —  l$5  —  Accufes  Mr.  P  --  y  of  be- 
ing principally   concern'd    in    the  ,  Diflblution  of 
it,      157  -  -  Some     Remarks  upon    his  Works, 
217  —     Calls     Monf.      Rapin     the     dulleft     of 
dull  Writers,  247  —  Deferts  the  Cafe  of  the  Bank- 
Contra  ft,  296  —  His  Papers  upon  the  prefent  Plan 
of  Peace  examined,  297  —  308  —  313  —  His  U- 
•  iage  of  the  ;.  Dffintcrs,  with  Relation  to  the  Repeal 

of  the  frfi-Aft,  334. 
W'ard  (Mr.)  his    Opinion  upon  the  Bank-Contretfi, 

79- 
W  hi  ft  on  (Mr.  )  his  Opinion  of  Commendjttts  and  Plura- 

lities,  121. 
Wickliffites  ;  when  They  began  to  multiply,    239  — 

gome  Account  of  their  Do&rines,  244. 
William  (they?  of  England}  proved  to  be  no  'Con- 

queror, 3  -  —  -  Some  Remarks  on  his  Reign,   with 
Relation  to  Church-  Affairs,  229. 
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William  (  Rufus }  his  Conduft  with  Regard  to  Church 
Affairs,  130. 

William  (the  3</,  King  of  England]  a  Story  of  Him, 
276. 

Witchcraft ;  the  Aft  againft  it  repeal'd,   290. 

Women  ;  not  excluded  from  the  Management  of  State 

Affair^  259 'I'heir  prophetical  Endowments, 

286. 

Writers   (minifterial}  bundled   up  together  in   a  new 

t    Paper,  call'd    the  Daily  Gazetteer,  68 Proved 

1  to  b&fervUe  Imitators,  124— —  Some  farther  Re- 
marks upon  them,  216. 
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